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HCHLIcITS O.' TillS ISJ.r 

21D 1 5 TOTL FOFJIN 	DE in pril was valued at 483,000,000,  showing an increase 
9.3 per cent over the corresponding month last year. iggregate value f Ca' the 

1ir5t four months of this year moved up to 1,813,80 0 ,0 00  from 1,707,400,000 in 
the similar period of 1948,  or by 6.2 per cent. 

. 	. 	S 

ItTORTS FOR CONSU1vTION FROM iLL COUNTRflS in 4pril were valued at 242 1 700 0 000 
compared with 226,7 00, 000 in thu curresponding month last year, and in the four 
months at .908,400 1 000 compared with 812,000,000. 

CJD'S rE3TIC EXF3RT6 in .iay, huwinc the usual seasonal trend, increased in 
value to 212,900,O0O  from 237,800,000 in pril, but were 3.4 per cent below the 
value of 282,300,000 for ilay last year. ACgregnto value for the five months onded 
May was slightly above that for the corresponding period of 1948,  amounting to 
4,169,600,000 as against :l,166 1 600 1 000. 

. 	 . 	 . 

WHOIESLLE PRICES IN CANJl in iiaj showed a further decline, the index on the base 
1926 as 100, standinG at 156,4 as compared with 157.5 in pni1, and 150.4 a year 
ago. The poal': fr this index was 159.6 reached in December, 1948. 

EULYMNT IN LEDING EST31,ISH1INTS in thu eight njor industrial divisions showed 
moderate improvornt at Wy 1, reversing the downward movement indicated in immediately 
precodin nunth, 

. 	 . 	 . 

SJES OF NEW bOIOP  VEHIClES in kiny increased 45 per cent in number and 52 per cent 
in retail value uvor hay last year, 

FINtCIN OF SS OF NEW ;ND 1E.D MOTOR VEHIClES rose 66 per cent in number and 
68 p°r cent in financed nlue i:i May over the corrosponding month last yoc.r. 

DPFTkNT SIORE SlES IN CJD in iiay were u; 11 per' r:t ever the same month last 
year. 4ll provinces shared in the advance, and increased sales were recorded for 
all departments except food. 

STOCKS OF C iJJL.N 	IN STORE or in transit in North '.merica at midnigat on 
Juno 16 totalled 8u,381,000 bushels compared with 85,192,000  on Juno 9, and 5 0 ,113 1 -
000 on the corresponding data last year. 
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T0T!.L FOREIGN TRADE Canada's total foreign trade in April was valued at 483,000,-
HIiiR IN JPRIL 	000, showing an increase of 9.3 per cent over the corresponding 

month last year, according to figures released by the Dominion 
Bureau of Statistics. Ag'ogato value for the first four months of this year moved 
up to 1.11 ,8l3,8OO,OOo from :l,'707,400,000 in thL similar period, of 1948, or by 6,2 

:usj 	 - 	 : -i 	L'-1h.nth irto. 
Tho advanu in the vdue of imports was suvori per cent in April and nearly 12 per 
cent in the cumulative period. The value of exports was up 12 per cent in April, 
and one per cent in the four months. 

Imports for consumption from all countries in A'i1 were valued at 242,700,0 00 
as compared with /226,700,000 in the corresponding month last year, and in the four 
months at j908 1 400,000 cornrod withi812,000,000. The April total for domestic 
exports was 237,800,00j compared. with . 212,3 00 , 000  a year ago, and in the four months 
at )896,60O,000 compared with 	84,400,000 last year. 

Foreign commodities wore re-oxportod in April to the value of 2,484,000 compared 
with 2,752,000 in the same month last year, and in the four months at ç)8 1 828,000 
compared with 11,009,000, 

With imports slightly higher than domestic and foreign exports, Canada had 
a small deficit of 2,400,00u on the month's foreign trade with all countrios as 
compared with a deficit of 11,600,000 in April last year. There was also a small 
overall debit balance of 3,000,000 in the four months ending April as compared with 
a favourable balance of 83,400,000 in the like period of 1948. 

The debit balance with the United States was :;65,100,000 on the month's trade 
as compared with a deficit of 48,000,000 in the corresponding month last year, and 
in the four months totalled l97,9 00 , 000 compared with 155,900,000 a year earlier. 
The credit balance with the TJnitod Kingdom in the month was i33,400,000  compared 
with 19,800,000 a your ago, and in the four months, 96,600,000 compared with 134,- 
800 1 000 a year ago. (1) 

Gain in Imports Widespread 

Total values of imports from both Commonwealth and foroign countries were higher 
In April than a year earlier, and there were gains in six of tho nine main commodity 
groups. Purchases from Conmionwualth countries advanced to )44,400,000 from .39,500,000 
in the currosponding month last yoar, and in the four-month period to 159,700,000 from 
12,100 9 000, Amount from foreign countries in the month was up to 198,300,000 from 

9187,200,000, and in the four months to .748,70 0 ,000 from y679,9 00 , 000 . 

Imports from the United Kingdom during April continued the upward climb of the 
three provious months this year, antountin to 30,120,000 compared with 28043, 000  
in March and ;24,641,000 a year ago. Total for the four months was up to 106 1 786 9 000 
from )8,703,000, 

Imports from the United States in A.pril rose to 177,293,000 from (159,461,000  in 
the corrus.pand.ing month last year, and in the fou..r-mantb period to 659,863,000 from 
5840583,O00. 

It 
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Continuing the decline shown in the first t1'oe months of this year, imports 
from Itin American countries were down in April to $11,682,000 from $20,074,000 
last year, and in the four-month period to 53,537, 000 from 368,838,000. 

Imports from Europe continued in April the gains of recent months, totalling 
7,50390J0 as compared with 4,280,000 a year earlier, and in the four-month period, 
27,609,000 conarod with .15,02,000, Thoro wore incroesod imports from Bolgium 

and Luxembourg, Czocnoslovctkia, Prance, Grinany, Italy, Nothorlands, Sweden and 
Switzerland. 

Combined total purchases from India and Pakistan In April wore up to 2 1 633,000 from $476 0 000 a ear ago, Jamaica to $1,476,000 from 510,000, British Guiana to 
$1,214,000 from 882000, Ceylon to i,066,000 from 482,000. Lnports from &'itish 
Malaya were down to 736,000 from $2,157, 000, Gold Coast to 3884,000 from $13259, 000 , 
Australia to Q1,809,000 from v2,483,033, New Zealand to 465,00) from $1,761,000, 
atid Fiji to $809,000 from l,090,000. 

The Iron and products group showed tho largest absolute increase among the 
main commodity groupo with an increase in value to $87,100,000 compared with $70,-
330,000 in the corresponding month l.st year, raising the cumulative total for the 
four months to 315, 700,000 from y27,791, 000. Imports of rolling-mill products 
gained sharply during the month to $11,794,030 from 7,193, 000 , farm iinp1conts 
and machinery to $ 18,238,000 from $14,978,000, and automobiles and parts to 14,- 
014 0 000 from $10,101,000. There wore also increases in the imports of pipes, tubes 
and fittings, and mining and motallurgicnl machinery. 

The non-metallic ininorals group fell from 45,394,  030 In April last year to 
$38,191, 000, duu in the main to sharp declines in the imports of crude petroleum 
and petroleum products. Coal imports showed a moderate riso. The non-ferrous metals 
group rose in value to .15,756 0 0J0 from 14,030,000, Electrical apparatus -- largest 
item in the group -- showed a small increase from $6,183,030 to 6 ,372, 003 . 

Imports of fibres and textiles wore dowa from $33,069 2 000 tc $32,586,000, raw 
cotton and raw wool being lower, and cotton and wool products higher. Purchase of 
artificial silk and products increased, but nhiscollanoous textiles declined. 

Thoru was a rise of modorato proportions in the imports of agricultural products 
from $29,199 000  in April last year to $31,104 $ 00. Pruits, coffee and chicory, 
tea, and alcoholic hovuragos Increased, but imports of vegetable oils and rubber and 
products wore lower ir value. 

The animals and animal products 'roup rose from 5,163,30u in April last year 
to $5,797,300, chemicals and allied products from $1 0 ,883,000 to $11,054 1 003 1  miscellaneous commodities from y10,728,000 to 13,742 1 DIo, but the wood, wood products 
and paper roup wa. 7 down fron ,7,66G,0J3 to .7,323 9 0u. (2) 

DERCHANDISE E0RTS fl MY Cctnad.r.' s domestic exports in idoy, showing the usual 
seasonal trend, increased in value to 272,9 03 , 330  

from 237,800,330 in April, but wore 3.4 per cent below the value of $282,300,003 for 
May last year, according to trade returns released by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. 
Aggregate value for the five months ended Liay was slightly above that for the corros-
pending period of 1948, amounting to ,l,169,6JD,DJ0 as aainst  

Shipments to the United States during Ilay incresJ in value over both April and 
May 1at year, vthilo those to the United Kingdom sbowud a further gain over the pre-
ceding month but a drop from last year. Sharp gains over a year ago were recorded 
in exports to the Union of South Africa, India and Pakistan, and decreases in sales 
totals to European and Latin American countries. 
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heat exports ding May, as in April, were sharply above a year ago, shipments 
of farm implements and machinery nearly doubled in value, and smaller but distinctive 
gains were registered for grains other than wheat, cattle, fish and fishery moduets, 
newsprint, zinc and products, and ships and vessels. IJajor commodity decreases were 
in flour, bacon and hams, planks and boards, wood pulp, autorntiles and parts, 
aluminum, nl"' t n , and coal, 

:Jr!Lanntn xi3rts to the Tjnithd States in May were valued at 4121,199,000 as 
compared with cflO,0 4 , 000  In A'i1 and 114,71-1,000 in May last year. For the first 
five months this year the value of sales across the border was 577,004,000 as against 
536,264,O0o In the January4lay period of 1948, a gain of nearly eight per cent. 

May shipments to the United Kingdom amounted in value to '/2,403,000, up from 
i 63, 049, 000 in April but down from last year's May figure of 85,058,000, which was 
the highest monthly value in 1948. Cumulative value for the five months stood at 
274,887 8 000 compared with )305,201,000 last year, a decrease of nearly 10 per cent. 

Exports to India and Pakistan, up sharply in a'ecoding months, rose again from 
a cobinod value of 2,260,000 in May a year ago to 3",983,000, and for the five 
months from ,8,581,000 to ,45,036,O00, Dowa In April, exports to the Union of 
South Africa increased in May to 12,889,000 compared with 7,81 1 000 last year, 
raising the five-month total to 030,318,000 as against 027,473,000.  In contrast 
with the gaIns to these Commonwealth countries 1  sales to ustralia in the month 
dropped to .,1,436,000 compared with 3,216,000 last year, rosulting In a cumulative 
total slightly below that of 1948 at 12,018,000 compared with 12,98,000, while 
experts to Now Zealand declined to 1 ,513, 000  from 1,88,000, and for the five months 
were down to 4,724,000 against 07, 0 27, 000. 

Merchandise exports to European countries -- moderately higher in April over the 
corresponding 1948 month, after oarlier decreases this year -- f€ll off to )24,982,000 
compared with ;30,694,000 and for the I ivo months were down to 87,033,000 compared 
with 120,938,000. Larger docreasos during May were in trade with Czechoslovakia, 
Italy, Netherlands, Norway and Sweden, while substantial gains were recorded for 
ehipmonts to Belgium and Luxembourg, and Germany. Exports to Latin American countries 
as a whole were also lower in May at 11,852,0 00 compared with 013,226,000, but the 
five-month total was slightly higher at 048,448,000 as against 048,274,000.  Shipments 
to Argentina were again sharply lower and there were decreases in those to Brazil 
and Venezuela and increases to Colombia, Cuba, Mexico and Panama. 

Throc of the corrLitdity groups were higher in the month and six lower, .Agz'icultural 
and vegetable products rose to 76,300,000 compared with •7,200,000 and animals 
and animal products declined to 22 0 600,0O0 compared with 037,7 00,000, while other 
groups showed relatively small changos. 

The outstanding commodity foaturo of the month's exports was a rise in value of 
wheat to 047,065,000 as against 019,233,000 in May last year, bringing total wheat 
exports in the five months to 0155006,000 compared with 079,937, 000 , Other grains 
Increased to 05,154,000 compared with 4,107,000, but wheat flour declined to 09,181,000 
compared with 15,628,O0U and for the five months was down to 043,174,000 against 
054 1 186 9 000. Cattle exports again incroosed to 3,492, 000 from 02 1 769,000 and fish 
and fishery products to •6,902,000 from 05,833,000, while bacon and hams dropped to 
0l,5u,Oi) rnj9,:D,O .nd s.11 orJ ia'ocessod oggs to 924,000 from 4 ,271, 000 . 

In th 	I nx.t pmr grup, nrInt increased to 038,624,000 from 033,83 0 ,000 
last year to maintain first-place leadership over wheat at 165,044,000  for the five 
months against 147,643 1 000. Planks and boards, however, again declined in the month 
to 01 2 ,473, 000  from 16,304,000, other unmanufacturod wood to3,873,00O from 06,379,000, 
and wood pulp to 14,812,000 from 019,773,000. 
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In the iron and products group, farm machinery and implements continued to 
advance with a sharp rise to 12,O14 9 300 from 6 1 296 1 000 1  while most other 1err 
items, except railway cars and parts, showed moderate declines. 

Among non-farrous metals and non-metallic minerals and their products, nickel 
increased to $8,768,000 from 7,780,000, zinc and products to 0,711,000  from $3,960,-
JOC, and lead and products to 3,830,003 from $3,079,000, while aluminum and products 
declined to $11,088,000 from $14,882,000, copper and products to $8,694,000 from 
9,355, 000 , aSbestos to .l,257,000 from 33,691,000, and coal to $252, 000  from l,l36,000. 

In the miscellaneous group, ships and vessels advanced to 45,935sOOO  as compared 
with c)3,529,000 a year ago. (.) 

PRThT S'IORE SALES Department store sales in Canada in May were up U per cent 
UP 11 PER CENT IN MI.Y 	over the same month last year. All provinces shared in 

the advance, and increased sales were recorded for all 
depertntnts except food. 

According to the Dominion Bw:'oau of Statistics, the mnonthts  sales were valued 
at $72,198,000 as conared with 14 ,969,000 in the preceding month and $65,229,000 
a year earlier. Gains varied from five per cent in Saskatchewan to 15 per cent in 
the Mariti.me Provinces. Average incrocso for the first five months of this year 
was 10 per cent over the similar period of 1948. 

Figures for the month show that sales of household appliances and electrical 
supplios advanced 21 per cent ovor Hay last year; womens' and children's apparel 
departments, 15.9 per cent; furniture, 15,1 per cent; men's and boys' clothing and 
furnishings, 11,7 per cent; hardware and kitchen utensils, 11 per cent; shoes and 
other footwear, 10.4 per cent; piece goods, 9,9 per oont; amnaliwaros, 7.8 per cent; 
hoinefurnishings, 7.4 per cent; drugs, toilet articles and preparations, 6.7 per cent. 
Sales of food and kindred products were down 7.6 per cent. 

Sales were as follows by provinces in May, totals for the same month last year 
being in brackets (thousands omitted.): Maritime Provinces, 5,906 ($5,118); Quebec, 
311,860 ($10,772); 0ntario 	27,507 (24 648); Manitoba, 310,119 (39,241);  Saskatchewan, 
33,573 (33,396); Alberta, $4,358 (33,8675; and British Columbia, $8,875 (38,187).  (4) 

SECtIri PRICE INDS 

Junc 23, 1949 

Investors' Price Index 

(106 Common Stocks) 	 99,6 

	

82IncIutrials ........... 	92.4 

	

16 Uti1itis ............ 	139,3 

	

8 Banks . •,, . . . ..... •• . , 	131.4 

Mining Stock Price Index 

(30 Stocks) ........... 	 79.9 

	

25 Golds .................. 	67.7 

	

SBaseMetals ............ 	103.0  

June 16, 1949 	May 26, 1949 

(193 5-39111u) 

98.5 103.1 
91.6 96.5 

107.9 111.6 
130.8 131.6 

76,9 80.4 
64.6 68.3 

100.5 103.3 
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ii0T0i VEHICLE SAILS Sales of new motor vehicles in Ly continued the sharp gain 
HIG1R IN LIA.Y 	of April over a year earlier, rising 45 per cent in number 

and 52 per cent in retail value over May last year. In April, 
sales were somewhat greater in number and value than in May. In that month sales 
were up 46 per cent in numbor and 56 per cent in value over April, 1948.  In May 
as in 	tri 	ii vas due aninly to larger sales of passenger cars, 

CC)rin 

 

to thu Dominion Iureaa of Statistics, sales in May totalled 2'7,238 
units retailing for 5'6381,848 compared with 18,751 vehicles sold for $37,709,965 
in May, 1948. In the five months ending May, sales aggrotod 106,042 unIts sold 
for $224 9 594 1 566 compared with 85,908 units for 168,580,102 a year earlier. 

The number of passenger cars sold in May was 18,626 with a value of W,314,929 
comared with 10 963 units valued at ,21,486,105 In May last year. There were 8,541 
trucks sold for '17,230,950 compared with 7,711 valued at 314,890 1 415 a year earlier, and 
91 buses with a value of 1,835,969 compared with '77 units at .i1,333,445 a year ago. 

In the first fiv rionths of this year, sales of passenger cars totalled 69,501 
with a retail value of 145,11,863 compared with 53,647 with a value of 101,981,548 
in the same period of 1948. Truck sales in the cumulative period numbered 36,203 
valued at 72,967,618 ccmared with 31,960 with a value of 61,381,937. Bus sales 
in the five nnths aggregated 338 units valued at $6,507,085, increasing 12.3 per 
cent in number and 24.7 per cent in value. (5) 

FINANCING OF OIOh TEHIC"IE SJJ.ES Continuing sharply above 1948  levels, financing of 
sales of now and used motor vehicJs rose 66 per cent 

in number and 68 per cent in financed value in May over the corresponding month inst 
yoar, according to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. A total of 25,735 motor vehicles 
were financed In IJay for ,24 3 091,915 conarud with 15,531  units for Q14,373,908 in 
May, 1948. 

Nw passungur Vhjcle totalled 4,995 units with a financed value of $6,473,656 
compared with 2,004 units financed for $2,548,614 in iy last year. The advance in the 
now commercial vehicles was more moderate, 3,198 units being financed for v5,296,946 
compared with 2,559 financed for $4,243,426. Now passenger cars, trucks and buses 
combined totalled 8,193 unIts and were finccd to the extent of $11,770,602 compared 
with 4,563 financed for 6,792,040, showing increases of 79.6 and 73.3 per cent, 
respectively. 

There were 17,542 used vehicles finuncod for $12,321,313 in May this year compared 
with 10,968 units financed for $7,581,928 in May last year, showing increases of 59.9 per 
cent in number and 62.5 per cent in value • Used passenger models financed In May 
numbered 14,676 with a value of $9,904,730 compared with 8,649 financed for 35, 449,194. 
Commercial vehicles financed in the month totalled 2,868 involving $2,416,583 compared 
with 2,319 financed for •,2,132,734 a year ago. 	(6) 
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ELLOYLNT AND WEEKLY EAiNINGS Employment in leading establishments in the eight 
major industrial divisions showed moderate improve-

ment at May 1, reversing the downward movement indicated in immediately preceding 
months, according to preliminary figures released by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. 
The rise in employLtnt was accompanied by a slight advance in total payrolls.  Per 
capita weekly earnings, however, wore down slightly from April but above May last year. 

The advance index number of employment, based on 1926  as 100, stood at 188.6 --
a new high fcr May 1 -- as conarod with 187.6 at April 1, and 186.5 at May 1 1  1948. 
Marked seasonal curtailment was noted in logging operations in the Eastern and 
Central provinces, but the trend in nuiiicrous other industries was favourable at the 
beginning of LIay. 

The riso in the advance index number of employment at May 1 as compared with 
April 1, was 0.5 per cent, and 0,1 per cent in the index of payrolls. The per capita 
wockly earnings of the oinployoes roportod in the eight principal industries stood 
at 43.16 at May 1 as omparod with 443.3 at April 1, and 39.'70 at May 1, 1948. 

Greater activity as compared with April 1 was indicated in Q.uoboc and to four 
Western provinces. The gains ranged from 0.7 per cent in Quebec, to 3.7 per cent 
in British Columbia and 4,1 per cent in Saskatchewan. The losses in the remaining 
provinces varied from 0.1 per cent in Ontario to 4.4 per cent in Nova Scotia, The 
trend of payrolls was generally downward in all provinces except Manitoba, Saskatchewan 
and British Columbia. Reduced working time in some industries was a factor contributing 
to the doclino in the disbursements in salarios and wages. 

The advance index nuinbor of employment in manufacturing, at 203.2 0  was insignifi-
cantly higher than that of 203,0 at April 1, and also slightly exceeded the May 1, 1948, 
figure of 201.8. The index of payrolls, however, showed a loss of 0.1 per cent in the 
month, but ws 9,8 per cent higher than at May 1 last year. The preilminory figure 
of per capita weekly salarins and wages of persons employed in leading manufacturing 
establishments at May 1 was 44,45, as compared with v44.54 at April 1, and 40,78 
at May 1, 1948. (7) 

ChEAJ.]ERY BUTTER S1O(S hIGHER Stocks of creamery butter in nine cities of Canada 
on fune 24 amounted to 25,040,000 pounds ccinparod 

with 13,3321 000  on the corresponding date last yoar, according to the Dominion 
Bureau of Statistics. There wore increased stocks in six of the nine cities, Quebec, 
Saskatoori, and Vancouver, reporting lower holdings. 

Stocks wore no follows by cities, totals for the sani date last year being in 
brackets (thousands omitted): Quebec, 734 (1,665) pounds; Montreal, 10,379 (5,349); 
Toronto, 6,330 ( 2 1 249); Winnipeg, 3,847 (1,759); RegIna, 646 (158); Saskatoon, 162 
(209); Edmonton, l,53. (569); Calgary, 562 ( 463); Vancouvor, 846 (911). 

DOSTIC DS4WPERA110E OF BUTTER Domestic disappearance of butter, including dairy 
and whey butter in April amounted to 24,500 9 000 

pounds, a decline of 3,000,000 pounds or 10.5 per cent from the same month last 
year, according to the Dominion Buroau. of Statistics. On a per capita basis the 
domestic disappearance amountod to 1.88 pounds as against 2.13 a year ago. (8) 

EGG PRODUCTION fl 	Y Not production of eggs in May declined to 39,944,000 dozen 
from 41,047,000 in the corresponding month last year. During 

the first five months of this year not production totalled 175,419,000  dozen compared 
with 193,761,000 in the similar period of 1948, a decline of 9,5 per cent. (9) 
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STOCKS AN]) MLRKETINGS OF Stocks of Canadian wheat in store r in transit in North 
WHEAT AND COLRSE GRAIWS 	America at midnight on Juno 16 totalled 80,881,000 bushels 

compa.rod with 85,192,000 on June, 9, and  50,113,000  on the 
corresponding dato last year, according to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. 

Farntrs in the Prairie Provinces markotod 2,273,200 bushels of wheat during the 
week ending Juno 16 as compared with 4,450,800 in the corrosponding week last year, 
bringing the cumulative total for the crop year to date to 275,612,000 bushels as 
against 226,748,000 in the like period of the preceding crop year. 

The following quantities of coarse grains were also delivered from farms in 
the Prairie Provinces during the week ending Juno 16, totals for the same week last 
year being in brackets: oats, 1,522,800 (1,851,100) bushels; barley, 1,203,400 
(1,139 9 800); rye, 264 9 200 (10 0 000); flaxsoeJ., 165,000  (108,900). 

Overseas export cleax'oncos of wheat during the week ending June 16 totalled 
5,182,200 bushels eomrrod with 4,087,800 in the saiTu mek inst year, and in the 
cumulative period, 147,731,400 bushels against 115,657, 400  a year oarlior. (10) 

V&tEAT FLOUR FROIJUCTION Canadian flour mills produced 10 per cent less wheat flour 
L(YJER IN KIY 	in Liny this year than last, the month's output amounting to 

1,570,000 barrels as compared with 1032,000, according 
to the Dominion Burone of Statistics. Cumulative production for the first 10 months 
of thu curront crop year declined 16 per cent to 17,221,000 barrels from 20,462,000 
in the like period last year. 

Wheat flour exports declined in May to 918 1 800 barrels from 1,130,100 in the 
corresponding month last year, and in the 10-month period to 9,282,400 barrels from 
11,894,100. 

Wheat used in the rnanuftoturo of flour in May amounted to 6,967,100 bushels 
against 7,898,600, ami in the 10 months, 76,872,700 bushels compared with 92,848,-
80. Stocks of wheat in flour mills at the end of May amounted to 2,225,800 bushels. 

The following quantities of coarse grains warc ground in May, totals for i1ay 
last year being in brackets: oats, 1,516,100 (1,630,800) bushels; corn, 233,600 
(140,100); barley, 652 0 800 (741 1 900); buckwheat, 120 (490); mixed grains, 1,347,100 
(1,412 0 900). (ii) 

PRODUCTION OF LEATRe2 FOOTJEAR Canadian production of leather footwear in April 
decreased nine per cent from the high total registered 

in Iiarch, but seven per cent above the some month last year, according to figures 
released by the Dominion Bureau f Statistics. 

Production for tho month amounted to 3,188,900 pairs as compared with 3,491,500 
in March and 2,983,600 a year ago. This year's April figure brought production for 
the four months of this ycar to 12,172,600 paIrs as against 11,231,400  in the similar 
period a year ado, a gain of eight per cent. 

Of the 3,138,900 pairs produced in April, 1,151,100  were soled with materials 
other than loather. (12) 



u2r 2 14y - 	 D.B.S. LLY BULUTIN  

Vi0LESALE PRICES LOER IN 1LY A further decline was shown in wholesale prices in 
Canada in May,  according to the general wholesale 

price index number isoued by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. The index was do vwm  
1.1 points from April,  3.2 points 1'roni the high reached in December, but six points 
eL OVL May inst y082. 

The index I or May this year, on the base 1926 as 100, stood at 156.4 as compared 
with 157,5 in April, 159,6  in December, and 150,4 a year ago. As compared with April, 
there were decreases in six of the eight sub-group indexes, vegetable products and 
iron products being higher. 

Sub-group indexes were as follows in May, those for the preceding month being 
in brackets: vegetable products, 141.5 (140.3); animal products, 166.4 (167.2); 
textile products, 162.0 (162.3);  wox1 products, 186.9 (189.5); iron products, 173.2 
(171.5); non-ferrous xnetc.ls, 134.7  (149.0); non-metallic minerals, 134.5 (136.7); 
chemical products, 124,0 (125.2). (13) 

ThDS 0i (NRLh NL iLSENTLL 	ho1usale price levels of bath general and 
BUILDING 1,1,~ 'IERLdZ DEOLLI SLIiTLY residential building matorials declined slightly 

between April and May, according to the price 
indexes compiled by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. It was the second successive 
monthly decline for general building materials and the third for the index of 
residential building materials, 

The Bureau's index of geral building materials, on the base 1926 equals 100, 
moved down from 201.3 for April to 202.8 for May,  making a total drop of 2.6 points 
from this year's high point of 205,4 for March, HIghest point reached by the index 
was 205.9 last October. This year's May standing compares with 193.5 for May, 1948. 

Vhi10 of longer duration, the downward rnovomont in residential building materials, 
as indicated by the Buroau's indexes, has been of slighter proportions than that in 
genera], building materials. Based on 1935-39  oquals 100, the residential materials 
index easod off just four-tenths of a point in the month from 229.5  for April to 229.1 
for May.  The latter figure is 1.3 points below the high point for thu indux of 230,4 
in February and conicires with 214.6 for May a year ago, 

ong tho nine principal components of tho residential materiale lnd.uX, the 
indexes Ica' four declined from April to May, three were higher and two unchanged. 
Major decline was in the index for electrical equipment and fixtures, down from 180.9 
to 169.1. Other decreases were: lath, plaster and insulation, 118.7 to 118.1; roofing 
materials, 193.6 to 190,4; plumbing and heating equipment, 180.8 to 180,5. Increases 
were: cement, sand and gravel, 126,6 to 127.1;  brick, tile and stone, 149.2 to 151.1; 
and "other materials", 176,1 to 178,1. Indexes were unchanged for the second successive 
month for lumber and lumber products, and paint and glass, both of which eased off 
in iVierch from the ir peak levels, 	(13) 
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1948-49 EDITION OF CNDA The 1948-49 edition of the Canada Year Book is now 
YEAR BOOK NO A.VAILBLE 	available. This volume is the official statistical 

annual of the country and contains and up-to-date account 
of the natural resources of the Dominion and their development, the history of the 
country, its institutions, its domoaphy, the different branches of production, 
ttade, transportation, national accounts and public finance, education, labour, 
end so on. In brief, it is a comprehensive study, within the limits of a single 
volume, of the social and economic conditions of the Dominion. 

This new edition, vthich extends to 1,300  rages, has boon thoroughly revised, 
and includes in its 32 chapters the latest material avaiLable at pross time. In 
addition to the regular chapter material there are several special articles dealing 
with the physical gcoaphy of the Canadian western Arctic, the climate of Canada, 
the contribution to science made by the Dominion Astrophysical Observatory, and the 
chemical indLItry in Canada. 

Thu current ISEUC also includes a statistical swnmary of Canada for the years 
1871-1948, a calendar of events for 1948, a directory of sources of official informa-
tion, a list of official apointnnts, and legislation of the third session of the 
twentieth parliament. Upwards of eleven maps and forty-three diagrams have been 
inserted. 

Cloth-bound copies of the Canada Year Book may be 
Printer, Ottawa, at the price of 2.00 per copy. By a 
number of paper-bound copies have boon sot aside for in 
fide studons and school teachers, iiiho may obtain such 
each. Applications for these special copies should be 
Dominion Bureau of Statistics, Ottawa. 

obtained from the King's 
special concession, a limited 
inisters of religion, bonn 
copies at the price of 41.00 
sent to the Dominion Statistician, 

Each year a number of articles from th0 Canada Year Book are made available in 
reprint form. These are chosen for their special interest and on the basis of the 
demand that exists for them. A list of reprints is given in the Year Book together 
with their prices, of ton to fifteen cents a copy. Applications for copies of these 
articles should be made to the Dominion Statistician. 	(lc) 

LtTIR OUT?UI' IN BRITISH COLI3MBL 	P.'othiction of sawn lumber and ties in British 
Columbia totalled 187,900  M feet in February as 

compared with 210,500 11 in the same month last year, a decrease of 11 per cent, 
according to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. Output of cost mills, which account 
for 78 per cent of the total, showed a decline of 13 per cent from a year ago, and 
that of interior mills, fell three per cent. 

Shipments in the month declined 26 per cent, amounting to 157,800  M feet as 
compared with 214,200 iI un February last year. Coast mills decreased 23 per cent, 
and interior mills dropped 40 per cent. 

Stocks on hand at the end of February totalled 387,000  LI feet comparod with 255,-
600 M at the end of February, 1948. Coact mills ropertcd stocks totalling 250,900 Wi 
feet, v; ,iillt intoner mills shocd 136,100 M. (15) 



J ely 2, -) 	.D .B .S. WEJXLY BULLETIN 	 Page II 

SALES AND PDRCHSES OF SnOURITIES 	Security transactions between Canoda and othor 
BEThEN CDL AI'D OR COUNThIS countries in April resulted in a sales balance 

of 4,200,000 1  the largest since November, 1946, 
¶Iotal transactions in the month amounted to 38,600,000, the highest monthly total 
in the curront year, but only slightly higher than the monthly average of \J348OO,-
OuO in 1948. 

Thanzactions during the first four months of the year resulted in not sales in 
each month but Febri.m'y. The cuniuj.atjvo sales balance at the end of April was 
4,100,000, contrasting with purchase balanco of 6,400,000 and 5,000,000 in the 
same periods of 1948  and 1947. 

The sales balance in April was principally duo to trade with the United States, 
in which thoro was an excess of sales over purchesos of 3,900,000. The most prominent 
transactions woru sales of United Satos stocks and Canadian municipal bonds and 
ropurchasos of Canadian stocks. 

Saks to the United Kingdom in April increased 400,000 1  while purchases reninod 
unchanged from the precoding month, resulting in a sales balance of )lOO,OOO. The 
total valu.o of trade with other countries remained unchanged from March, while sales 
exceoded purchases by ;200,03), 

Sales to all countrios in pril wer valued -at :21 1 400,000 as compared with 
14,600,000 in March and .19,000,000 in April last year, while the purchases from 

all countries totalled 17,200,000 compared with 13,800,000 in March and 20,400,-
000 in April last year. 

In the four months ending April, sales to all countries aggregated 65,7 00 , 000  
compared with 64,100O3O in the similar period of 1948, and the purchases, $61,600,-
000 as comparod with $73,500,000, (16) 

RESENTIAL BUIlDING UP SI-LRPLY Residential buiLling in Canada rose sharply during 
the first four months this year with completions 

and starts both showing substantial gains over tho samo period last year. There were 
25,100 dwelling units completed in the period, an increase of 6,800 or 37 per cent 
over the same period of 19 48, according to estimates by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. 
This gain is duo to the high carry-over of housos under construction at the ond of 
1948. Starts  were also made on 16,900 dwelling units in the first four months of 
this year, an increase of 12.7 per cent over the same poriod. of 1948. 

Tho number of units under construction at the end of April was 48 1 100 compared 
with 56,500 at January 1. Ontario led the provinces with a total of 18,600 units 
undor construction at the end of April, followed by Quebec with 12,000, British 
Columbia 6,900, Alberta 4,0c3, Nova Scotia 2,100, Manitoba 1,900, SaJcatchowan 1,600, 
Now Brunswick 800, and Prince Edward Island 130, Among the larger metropolitan areas, 
thoro wore close to 8,000 units under construction in Montreal, 4,800 in Toronto, 
4,000 in Vancouver, 1,600 in Winnipeg, 1,100 in Hamilton, 850 in Victoria and 820 in 
london. 

In April, 7,30c units wore completed compared with 6,700 in the corresponding month 
last year, vthilo starts wore made on 8,466 units compared with 8,274 a year ago. The 
average length of time roq.uirod to build the dwelling units cnploted in April was 
7,9 months, unchanged from the Mar oh figure. 

The number of dwo11in units completed in the first four months of 1949  by regions, 
figures for the caine period of 1948 being in brackets: Maritirnus, 1,573 (773); Quebec, 
6,778 ( 4 ,865); Ontario, 8,725  (6,806); Prairie P'ovincos, 4 ,748 (2,817); British 
Columbia, 3,253 (3, 037). (17) 
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REPORTS ISSUED DURING UIE NEEK -- (The numbers in this list correspond with those 
at the end of flows itoms, indicating the report on which an item is based). 

Summary of Foreign 	do, L.pril (10 cents). 
Imp'ts for Consumption, April (10 cents). 

3, Domestic ExpcTts, May (10 cont). 
Department Store Sales and Inventories, May (10 cents). 
Sales of Now Motor Vohic1s, May (io cents). 
Financing of Motor Vohicio Sales, May (10 cents). 
Advance Statement on Employment and Weekly Earnings, May 1 (10 cents). 
Dairy Roviow of Canada, May (10 cents). 

9 Monthly Poultry Estimatos, May (10 cents), 
10, Canadian Grain Statistics - Weekly (10 cents). 

Canadian Milling Statisties, May (10 cents). 
Production of loather Footwear April (10 cents). 
Prices and Price Indexes, Lilay ho cents). 
Canada Year Book, 1948-49; Cloth Bound Copies, 2.00; Papor-Bou.nd, l.00 
Production, Shipments and Stocks on Hand, of Sawmills in British Columbia, 

February (25 cents). 
Sales and Purchas of Securities Between Canada and Other Countries, 

April (10 cents). 
Housing Bulletin No, 16 (10 cents), 
Quarterly Bulletin of Aicu1turcJ., Statistics, January-March, 1949 (25 cents). 
Hops, 1948 (10 cents). 
Preliminary Estimates of the Principal Statistics of the Broad and Other 

Bakery Products Industry, 1948 (10 conts). 
Prollminary Report on Bonofit Years Established and Termir]atod Under the 

Unoniploynont Insurance ACtS 1948 (25 cents). 
Railway Rvonuo Freight Loadings, May (10 cents). 
Carloadings on Canadian Railways - Wookly (10 cents). 
Chemicals and Allied Products, Preliminary Suniinary Statistics, 1948 (15 cents). 
Refined Petroleum Products, March (10 cents). 
Fluid Milk 	April (io cents). 
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