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CAMADA'S TOTAL FOREIGN TRADE in spril was voluod ot 483,000,000, showing an increase
©f 9.3 por cent over the corrusponding month last year, Jggregate veluc for the
rirst four months of this yeer moved up t¢ 1,813,800,000 frem ;1,707,400,000 in
the similar period of 1948, or by 6.2 por cent,

IMPCRTS FOR CONSUMPTION FROK 4iLL COUNTRIES in april were valued at w242 700,000
comparcd with 226,700,000 in the corresponding month last year, and in the four
months at ,908,400,000 compered with 612,000,000,

CANGDA'S DOMESTIC EXPORTS in May, showing the usual sezscnal trend, inereased in
valuo to 272,900,000 from 237, 800,000 in ipril, but were 3.4 per cent below the
velue of $282 ,300 000 for liay last year. Lggregato value for the five months ended
May was slisntly above that for the corresponding porisd of 1948, amounting to
$1,169,600,000 s against 41,166,600 ,000,

WHOLESLLE PRICES IN CiNADL in May showoed a further decline, the index on the base
1926 as 100, standing at 156,.4 as compared with 157.5 in fApril, and 150,4 a year
ago. The penk for this index was 159.6 reached in December, 1948,

EMPLOYMENT IN LELDING ESTABLISHMENTS ir the eight major industrial Jivisions showed
moderate improvercnt ot May 1, reversing the downward movement indicated in immedictely
preceding months,

SiLLES OF NEW MOTOR VEHICLES in May inereused 45 por cent in number and 52 per cent
in rotail veluc over kuy last yeor,

FINANCING OF S/LZS OF NEW .LND USED MOTOR VEHICIES rose 66 per cont in number ond
68 pur cout in financcd wnlue in May over the corrospending month last yeer,

DEPARTMENT STORE 3.LES IN CiNiD.. in Hay were up 11 per ecent sver the same montz last
year, Jll provinces shared in the advance, and incrossed sales were rocorded for
all departments sxccpt foud,

STOCKS OF C.ILDIAN VHE.T IN STORE or in transit in North imerica et midnight on
June 16 teotalled 80,381,000 bushels compared with 85,192,000 on June 9, and 50,113, -
000 on the corrospording dateo lust year.
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TOTAL FOREIGN TRADE  Canada's total foreign trede in April was valued at $483,000, -
HIGHER IN APRIL 000, showing an increcs8 of 9.3 per cent over the corrssponding

month last yoar, according to figurces rcleased by the Dominion
Bureau of Statistics., 4Apgregete velus for tho' first four months of this year moved
up to $1,813,800,000 from .:1,707,400,000 in the similar period of 10948] or By 6,2

par omilh,

Both imponts «nd Jomestic sxpuwrbte wers highwer in the wmonth emd four-meath perind.

The advaunce in the veluc of imperts vias soven per cent in April and ncarly 12 per
cent in the cumulative period. The valuo of exports was up 12 per cent in April,
and one per cent in the four months,

Imports for censumption from all countriecs in April were wvalued at $242,700,000
as compared with 226,700,000 in the corresponding month lest year, and in the four
months at 908,400,000 comparsd with $812,000,000, The April total far domestic
exports was 237,800,000 compared with 212,300,000 a year ago, and in the four months
at 896,600,000 compared with 584,400,000 last year.

Foroign commodities were re-oxported in April to the valus of $2,4§4,000 compareod
with 2,752,000 in the same month last yoar, and in the four months at $8,628,000
comparcd with 11,009,000,

With imports slightly highor than domestic and foreign exports, Canada had
a small dofieit of 2,400,000 on tho month's foreign trade with all countries as
compared with a defiecit of ,,11,600,000 in April last year. There was clso a small
overell debit balance of 43,000,000 in the four months onding April as compared with
& favourable balance of 83,400,000 in thc like poriod of 1948,

Tho dobit balance with the United States was 165,100,000 on tho month's trade
as comparcd with a deficit of 348,000,000 in the corrusponding month last year, and
in tho four months totalled 197,900,000 compared with 155,900,000 a yeer earlisr.
The credit balance with the United Kingdom in the month wasg $33.400,000 compared
with $19,800,000 o yeur ago, am in the four months, +96,600,000 compared with $134,-
800,000 a yoar age. (1)

Gain in Imports Widesproad

Total walucs of imports from both Commonwoalth and foreign countries were higher
in 4pril than a yoar earlier, amd thore were gains in six of the nine main commodity
groups, Purchases from Commonwenlth countries advanced to 444,400,000 from 39,500,000
in the carresponding month last yeor, and in the four-month period to +159,700,000 fram
v132,100,000, Amount from foreign countries in the month was up to vw198,300,000 from
$187,200,000, and in the four months to 748,700,000 from 679,900,000,

Imports from the United Kingdom during April continued the upward climb of the
three provious montha this year, emounting to 30,120,000 compared with 28,343,000
in March and 24,641,000 a year ago, Total for the four months was up to $106,786,000
from 485,703,000,

Imports from the United States in April rose to +177,293,000 from $159,461,000 in
the corresponding month last year, and in the four-month period to 659,863,000 from
v 58,583,000,
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Continuing the decline shown in the first three months of this year, imports
from Latin imorican countries werec down in April to $11,682,000 from v 20,074,000
last year, aend in the four-month poriod to 453,537,000 from v68,838,000,

Imports from Europe continued in 4pril the gains of recent months, totalling
$7,503,000 as comparod with 4,280,000 a ycar carlior, and in the four-month period,
927,609,000 conparsd with QlE,O)Z,OOO. Thoroc were increasced imports from Belgium
and Luxembourg, Czochoslovakia, Frence, Germany, Italy, Nethorlands, Sweden and
Switzerland,

Combinod totel purchases from India and Pakistan in April werc up to v2,633,000
from ¥476,000 a year ago, Jameica to 1,476,000 from y 510,000, British Guiane to
$1,214,000 from v832,000, Ceylon to 1,066,000 from {482,000, Imports from British
Malaya worc down to 736,000 from $2,157,000, Gold Coast to $884,000 from $1,259,000,
hustralia to 41,809,000 from 42,483,000, New Zealand to $465,000 from §1, 761,000,
and Fiji to $809,000 from 41,090,000,

The iron and products group showed tho largest absolute increass among the
mein commodity groups with an increase in value to v87,100,000 compared with $70,~
300,000 in the corresponding month last year, raising the cumulative total for tho
four months to 315,700,000 from »257,791,000, Imports of rolling-mill products
gained sharply during the month to 311,794,000 from @7,193,000, farm implements
and mechinory to v18,238,000 from $14,978,000, and automobiles and parts to $14,-
914,000 from QlO,lOl,OOO. Thore were also increases in the imports of pipes, tubes
and fittings, and mining and metallurgical machinery,

The non-metellic mincrals group fell from 445,394,000 in April last year to
$38,191,000, duo in the main to sharp declines in the imparts of crude petroleum
and petroloum products, Coal imports showed a moderate rise., The non-ferrous metals
group rosc in value to 15,756,000 from 414,080,000, Eloctricel apparatus -- largest
itom in the group -~ showed a small inercase from v6,183,000 to v6,372,000.,

Imports of fibros cnd textilcs were down from 33,069,000 to $32,586,000, raw
cotton and raw wool being lower, and cotton and wool products higher. Purchase of
artificial silk and products increased, but miscellancous textiles deelined,

Thorc was a risc of moderato proportions in the imports of agricultural products
from 29,199,000 in dpril lest year to $31,104,000, Fruits, coffes and chisary,
toa, and alcvholic hovuragos incronscd, but imports of vogetablo oils and rubber and
products wore lower ir wvalue,

Tho animals end animal products group rose from ¢5,160,000 in ipril last year
to ¥5,797,000, chemicals ond alliod products from $10,883,000 to $11,054,000,
miscollancous commoditios from 410,728,000 to v13,742,000, but the wood, wood products
and paper group wes down from 7,866,000 to 47,323,000, {2)

MERCHLNDISE EXPORTS T MAY  Canadn's domestic gxports in kay, showing the usual
svasonal trend, increased in value to 272,900,000

from 237,800,000 in 4pril, but wore 3,4 per cent below the value of +282, 300,000 for
May last year, according to trado retuwrns rcloased by the Dominion Burcau of Statistics.
hggregate valus for the five months cnded Ilay was slightly above that for the corrcs-
ponding period of 1948, amcunting to )1,169,500,000 as against $1,156,600,000,

Shipments to the United States during May ineressed in valuc over both 4pril and
May last yoar, whilu those to the United Kingdom showed a furthor gain over tho pre-
ceding month but a drop from last yoar, Sharp gzins over a year ago were recorded
in exports to the Union of South ifrica, India and Pakistan, and decreases in salcs
totals to European and Latin fmerican countriecs.
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Wheat exports dwring ilay, as in April, were sharply above a year ago, shipments
of farm implements and machinery neerly doubled in value, and smaller but distinctive
gains were registered for grains other than wheat, cattle, fish and fishery products,
newsprint, zinc and products, and ships and vessels, Hajor commodity decreases were
in flour, bacon and hems, plenks and boards, wood pulp, automotiles and parts,
aluninum, ashestes, and coal,

Merchandigs sxports to the United Stetes in May were valued at 121,199,000 as
comparcd with $110,054,000 in April and $114,711,000 in May last vear., For the first
five months this yvar the valus of sales across the border was $577,004,000 as against
$536,264,000 in the January-hMay period of 1948, a gain of meerly cight per cent.

May shipments to the United Kingdom amountod in velue to $72,403,000, up from
$63,049,000 in April but down from last yeer's May figure of v85, 058,000, which was
tho highest monthly wvelus in 1948, Cumulative value for the five months stood at
274,887,000 compared with $305,201,000 last yeer, a decrease of noarly 10 per cent.

Exports to India and Pakistan, up sharply in preceding months, rosse again from
a combined walue of 2,260,000 in lay a year ago to 47,983,000, and for the five
months from 8,581,000 to 45,036,000, Down in April, exports to the Union of
South Africe increased in Iy to 12,889,000 comparod with 47,815,000 last year,
raising the five-month total to 330,318,000 as against $27,473,000, In contrast
with tho gains to these Commonwealtl: countries, sales to iustralia in the month
dropped to v1,436,000 comparud with 3,216,000 last yoar, rosulting in a cumulative
total slightly below that of 1948 at 12,018,000 compared with +12,985,000, while
exports to Now Zenland doclined to 1,513,000 from 1,838,000, and for the five months
were down to $4,724,000 against {7,027,000,

Merchandise exports to Europeen countries -- moderately higher in April over the
corresponding 1948 mcnth, after oarlier decreases this year -- fell off to 24,982,000
compared with 30,694,000 and for the five months were down to 487,033,000 compared
with $120,938,000, ILarger decresscs during May were in trade with Czechoslovakie,
Italy, Netherlends, Norwey and Sweden, while substantial gains werc recorded for
shipments to Belgium and Luxembourg, and Germany., Exports to Latin American countries
as a whole were also lower in liay at v11,852,000 compared with $13,226,000, but the
five-month total was slightly higher at $48,448,000 as agninst w48,274,000, Shipments
to Argontina were again sharply lower ond therc were decrcases in thosc to Brazil
and Venezuela and increases to Colombia, Cuba, Moxico and Panama.

Throo of the commodity groups werc aigher in the month and six lower, Agricultural
and vogetable products rosec to 476,300,000 compared with 57,200,000 and animals
and animal products declined to 22,600,000 compared with $37,700,000, while other
groups showed relatively small changos,

The outstanding commodity feature of the month's exports was a riso in value of
wheat to 447,065,000 as against 319,233,000 in Mey lest ysar, bringing total wheat
oxports in the five months to y155,706,000 compared with $79,957,000, Other grains
increased tc¢ 5,154,000 comparcd with v4,107,000, but wheat flour dcelined to %9,181,000
compared with 415,628,000 and for thc five months was d own to $43,174,000 against
$54,186,000. Cattle exports again increased to 3,492,000 from $2,769,000 and fish
and fishery products to 6,902,000 from 5,833,000, while bacon and hams dropped to
v1,506,000 fron w13,795,000 aud sholl amd mwrocessed oggs to +924,000 from w4,271,000,

In tie wood e peper group, ndwsprint increased to ¥38,624,000 from $33,830,000
last year to maintain first-place leadership over whoat at w165,044,000 for the five
months against 147,643,000, Planks and boards, however, again dcclined in the month
to $¥12,473,000 from y1¢, 304,000, other unmanufactured wood to ¥3,873,000 from 36,379,000,
and wood pulp to y14,812,000 from 419,773,000,
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In the iron and products group, farm machinery and implements continued to
advance with a sharp rise to ;12,014,300 from y6,296,000, while most other lerger
items, except railway cars and parts, showed moderate declines,

Among non-farrous metals and non-metellic minerals and their products, nickel
increased to 48,768,000 from v7,780,000, zinc and products to 5,711,000 from $3,960,~
030, and leed and prolucts 170} v3 830 0JC from 3,079,000, while alumlnum and products
declined to $11,088,000 from $14,882 ,000, copper and prouuctb to 48,694,000 from
$9,355,000, aSbuJLos to! Bl a5l , OOO from ¥3,691,000, and coal to 92)2 OOO from 41,136,000,
In the miscellanscus group, shlps and vessols advanced to $5,935,000 as comparod
with $3,529,00C a year ago. (3)

DEPARTMENT STORE SALES Department store sales in Canade in May were up 1l per cent
UP 11 PER CENT IN MAY over the same month last year. A4ll provinces shared in

the advance, and increased sales were recorded for all
departmonts except food.

According to tho Dominion Burecau of Statistics, the month's sales were valued
at 472,198,000 as compared with 74,969,000 in the preceding month and $65,229,000
a year carlicr, Gains varied from five per cent in Saskatchewan to 15 per cent in
the Maritime Provinces., Average increcse for the first five months of this year
was 10 per cent over the similar period of 1948.

Figures for the month show that sales of household appliances and electrical
supplios advanced 21 per eccnt over May last year; womens' and children's apparel
departments, 15.9 per cent; furniture, 15.1 per cent; men’s and boys' clothing and
furnishings, 11.7 por cent; hardware and kitchen utensils, 11 per cent; shoes and
other footwear, 10,4 per cent; pisce goods, 9.9 per cent; smallwares, 7.3 per cent;
homefurnishings, 7.4 por cent; drugs, toilet articles and preparations, 6,7 per cent.
Sales of food and kindred products werc down 7.6 per cent.

Sales were as follows by provinces in May, totals for the same month last year
being in brackets (thousands omitted): Haritime Provinces, 5,906 (45,118); Quebec,
v11,860 (410, 770); Ontario, ¥27,507 (¢24,648); Manitoba, %10,119 ($9,241); Seskatchewan,
23, 573 {43, 396 ; &Hlberta, § ,)58 (v3,867); and British Columbla, $35 875 {81800, 7 (4)

SECURITY PRICE INDEXES

Jane 25 1949 June 16, 1949 May 26, 1949

(1935-39=100)

Investors! Price Ipdex

(106 Common StocKS) .eceess. b 9845 103.1
82 Indmalardtids .. L5.bsnv e YRl 9L.4 96.5
16 pidSales” ... ol + 4 10943 107.9 111.6

8 Bl ool iidl 3 Bathdels 2 1071 130,8 131.6

Mining Stock Price Index

(30 Sfockidi LT inr aaital o | 79.9 7649 80.4
25 Golif' mueim sondiil: T A 6747 64 .6 68,3
5 Baso MNelelS, N.0.ans . ¢ 103,0 100,5 103,3
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#M0TOR VEHICLE SAIES Sales of new motor vehicles in lisy continued the sharp gain

HIGHER IN LAY of April over a year earlier, rising 45 per cent in number
and 52 per cent in retail value over lMay last year, In 745 i

sales were somewhat greater in number and value than in May., In that month sales

wore up 46 per ccnt in number and 56 per cent in velus over April, 1948. 1In May

s in April, the gein was due mainly to larger sales of Passenger cars,

aAccording te ths Dominion Pureau of Statistics, sales in May totalled 27,258
units retailing for $57,361,548 comparcd with 18,751 vehicles sold for $37,709,965
in May, 1948, In the five months ending May, sales aggregatod 106,042 units sold
for $224,594,566 comparcd with 85,908 units for v168,580,102 a year earlier.

The number of passenger cars sold in llay was 18,626 with a value of $38,314,929
compared with 10,963 units valued at 21,486,105 in llay last year, Thers were 8,541
trucks sold for 17,230,950 compared with 7,71L valued at $l4,890,415 a year earlier, and
91 buses with a valus of ¢1,835,969 compared with 77 units at 41,333,445 a year ago.

In the first Iive months of this yoar, sales of passenger cars totalled 69,501
with a retail value of 145,117,863 compared with 53,647 with a volus of #101,981, 548
in the same period of 1948. Truck sales in the cumulative period numbered 36,203
valued at 472,967,618 ccmpared with 31,960 with a value of +01,381,937. Bus sales
in the fivo months aggregated 338 units valued at ¥6,507,085, increasing 12.3 per
cent in number and 24,7 per cunt in value. (5)

FINANCING OF MOTOR VEHICIE SAILES Continuing sharply above 1948 levels, financing of
saeles of new and used motor vohicles rose 66 per cont
in number and 68 por cent in financed walue in lMay over the corrosponding month last
year, according to the Dominion Burecu of Statistics, A total of 25,735 motor vehicles
were financed in liey for 24,091,915 compared with 15,531 units for ¥14,375,968 in

M&y, 1948 .

New pagsenger vchicles totelled 4,995 units with a financed valuc of 6,473,656
comparod with 2,004 units financed for v2,548,614 in llay last year. The advance in the
new commercial vohicles was more moderatc, 3,198 units boing financed for 5,296,946
compared with 2,559 financed for 44,243,426, New passsngor cars, trucks and buses
combined totalled 8,193 units and wer¢ fimnecd to the oxtent of w1l,770,602 compared
with 4,563 financod for 46,792,040, showing incrcases of 79.6 and 73.3 per cent,
respectivoly,

There were 17,542 used vohicles financed for v12,321,3%13 in May this year compared
with 10,968 units financed for 7,581,928 in May last yoer, showing increasos of 59,% per
cent in number and 62.5 por cent in valus, Used passenger models financed in oy
numbered 14,676 with o value of 9,904,730 compared with 8,649 financed for 5,449,194,
Commercial vchicles financed in the month totalled 2,868 involving $2,416,583 compared
with 2,319 financed for 32,132,734 a yesr ago. (6) .

—_—
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EMPLOYLENT AND WEEKLY EARNINGS  Employment in leading establishments in the eight
major industrial divisions showed moderate improve-
ment at lay 1, reversing the downward movement indicated in immediately preceding
months, according to preliminary figures released by the Domiaion Bureau of Statistics,
The rise in employrmunt wes accompanied by a slight advance in totel payrolls, Per
capita woekly earnings, howevor, were down slightly from April but above liay last year.,

The advance index number of employmont, bascd on 1926 as 100, stood at 188,6 --
6 now high far Mey 1 -- es compared with 187,.6 at April 1, and 186.5 at lay 1, 1948.
Marked sezsonal curtcilment wes noted in logging operations in the Eastern and
Central provinces, but tho trend in numcrous other industrics was favourable at the
beginning of iay,

The risc in the advance index number of cmployment at May 1 as compared with
April 1, was 045 per cent, end 0,1 per cent in the index of payrolls, The per capita
woekly earnings of tho omployees reportod in the eight principal industries stood
at ¥43.16 at Mey 1 as gamperod with 543,35 at April 1, and $39.70 at May 1, 1948,

Greater activity as compared with April 1 was indicated in Quebece amd tae four
Western provinces. The gains ranged from 0,7 per coent in Quebec, to 3,7 per cent
in British Columbia and 4,1 per cont in Sasketchewan. The losses in the remaining
provinces varicd from 0.1 per cent in Ontario to 4.4 per cent in Nova Scotia, The
trond of payrolls was generally downward in all provinces except Manitoba, Saskatchewan
and British Columbia, Reoduced werking time in some industries was a factor contributing
to the docline in the disbursements in salarios and weges.

The advance index number of cmployment in manufacturing, ot 203,2, wos insignifi-
cantly highor than thnt of 203,0 at April 1, and =lso slightly cxccoded the May 1, 1948,
figurc of 201.8, The index of payrolls, however, showed a loss of Q.1 per cont in the
month, but wes 9,8 per cont highcr thon at May 1 last year. The preliminary figure
of per capita weekly salarios and wages of persons employod in leading manufecturing
ostablishmonts at ley 1 was (44,45, as compared with 44,54 at April 1, and $40,78
at May 1, 1948, (7)

ChEAMERY BUTTER ST0OCKS HIGHER Stocks of creamery buttcr in nine citiocs of Canada

on Juno 24 amounted to 25,040,000 poundis camparod
with 13,332,000 on thu corrosponding datc last yoar, according to the Dominion
Bureau of Statistics, Thoere were increzscd stocks in six of the nine cities, Qucbec,
Saskatoon, and Vancouver, roporting lower holdings.

Stocks were ac follows by citics, totals for the sams dete last yoar being in
brackets (thousands omitted): RQuobsc, 734 (1,665) pounds; Montroal, 10,379 (5,349);
Toronto, 6,330 (2,249); Winnipog, 3,847 (1,759); Regina, 646 (158); Saskntoon, 162
(209); Edmonton, 1,53+ (569); Calgary, 562 (463); Vancouver, 846 (911),

DOMESTIC DISAPFPEARALNCE OF BUTIER  Dorwstic disappearance of butter, including dairy
and whey butter in April amounted to 24,500,000
pounds, & decline of 3,000,000 pounds or 10.5 per cent from the same month last
yoar, according to the Dominicn Bureau of Statistics. On a per capita basis the
domestic disappecrance amounted to 1,88 pounds as agninst 2,13 a yoar ego. (8)

EGG PRODUCTION IN MAY Not production of oggs in liay declined to 39,944,000 dozen

from 41,047,000 in the corresponding month last year, During
the first five months of this ycar net mroduction totalled 175,419,000 dozen compared
with 193,761,000 in the similar period of 1948, a declinc of 9.5 per cent., (9)

——
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STOCKS AND MIRKETINGS OF Stocks of Canadian wheat in store or in transit in North

VHELT AND CO.RSE GRALINS america ot midnight on June 16 totalled 80,881,000 bushels
compared with 85,192,000 on June 9, and 50,113,000 on the

corresponding dato last yoar, eccording to tho Dominion Bureeu of Statistics,

Farmers in the Prairie Provinces merkoted 2,273,200 bushols of wheat during the
week ending June 1o as comparcd with 4,450,800 in the corresponding week last year,
bringing tho cumulative total for tho erop year to date to 275,612,000 bushels as
against 226,748,000 in the liko period of the preceding crop year,

The following quentitics of conrse grains were also delivered from farms in
the Prairie Provinces during the weck onding June 16, totals for the same week last
year being in brackets: oats, 1,522,800 (1,851,100) bushels; barley, 1,203,400
(1,139,800); rye, 264,200 (10,000); flaxseced, 165,000 (108,900),

Overseas export clearences of wheat during the week ending Junc 16 totalled
5,182,900 busiiels compared with +,087,800 in the same week last yoar, and in the
cumulative period, 147,731,400 bushels against 115,657,400 a year earlior. (10)

WHELT FLOUR PRODUCTION  Canedian flour mills produced 10 per cent less whoat flour

LOWER IN M.Y in oy this year than last, the month's output amounting to

1,570,000 barrels as compared with 1,732,000, sccording
to the Dominion Burcau of Statisties, Cunulative production for the first 10 months
of tho curront crop year declined 16 per cent to 17,221,000 barrels from 20,462,000
in the liko period last year.

Wheat flour exports declined in liey to 918,800 barrels from 1,130,100 in the
corresponding menth lest year, and in the 1l0-month period to 9,282,400 barrels from
11,894,100,

Wheat usod in the manufacture of flour in May smounted to 6,967,100 bushels
against 7,898,400, and in the 10 months, 76,872,700 bushsls compared with 92,848, -
800, Stocks of whoat in flour mills at the ond of May amounted to 2,225,800 bushels,

The following quantities of coarsc grains werc ground in May, totals for Mey
last year boing in brackcts: oats, 1,516,100 (1,630,800) bushels; corn, 233,600
(140,100); barloy, 652,800 (741,900); buckwhoat, 120 (490); mixed erains, 1,347,100
(L god), (11)

FRODUCTION OF LE.LTHER FOOTUELR anadian production of'lcathur footwear in April

docruased ninc por cent from the high totel rogilstered
in Merch, but suven por cent above the same month lost year, according to figures
released by the Dominion Buroou of Stotistics,

Production for tho month amounted to 3,188,700 pairs as compared with 3,491,500
in Merch and 2,983,600 a year ago. This yoar's april figurec brought production for
the four months of this year to 12,172,600 pairs os against 11,231,400 in the similar
period a year ago, a @ain of eight por cent,

Of tho 3,188,900 pairs mroduced in April, 1,151,100 were soled with materials
other than lsather. (12)
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WHOLESLLE ¢RICES LOWER IN MAY A further decline was shown in wholesale prices in
Canada in May, according to the general wholesals
price index number issued by the Dominion Bureau of Statistice, The index was down
1.1 points from 4pril, 3,2 points from the high reachsd in December, but six points
above iay last year,

The index for iay this year, on the base 1926 as 100, stood at 156,4 as compared
with 157.5 in April, 159.6 in Decumber, and 150.4 a year ago. A4S compered with April,
there were decreases in six of the sight sub-group indexes, vugetgble products and
iron products boing higher,

Sub-grcup indexes were as follows in Mgy, those for the precoding month being
in brackets: vegetable products, 141,5 (140,3); animal products, 166.4 (167.2);
textile products, 162,0 (162.3); wood products, 186,9 (189.5);: iron products, 173.2
(171.5); non-furrous metels, 134.7 (149.0); non-metallic minerals, 134.5 (136.7);
chemical products, 124,0 (125.2). (13)

——

DIDEXES OF GENERAT AND RESIDENTIAL Whkolesale price levels of both gencral and
BUILDING aTERL.LS DECLINE SLIGHTLY residential building materials declined slightly
betwoen april end May, according to the prico
indexses compiled by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. It was the Second successive
monthly decline for gencral building materiaols and the third for the index of
residential building materials,

The Bureau's index of gencrel building materials, on the basc 1926 equals 100,
moved down from 204,3 for April to 202.,8 for lMay, making a total drop of 2,6 points
from this year's high point of 205.,4 for March, Highest point reached by the index
was 205,9 last October. This year's lay standing compares with 193.5 for May, 1948,

While cf longer duration, thw downward movemont in residential building materials,
as indicated by the Burcau's indcxes, has besen of slighter proportions than that in
general building matorials, Based on 1935-29 equals 100, the residential matericls
index casod off just four-tonths of & point in the month from 229.5 for April to 229.1
for May. The latter figure is 1.3 points below the high peint for the index of 230,.,4
in February and comparcs with 214,6 fur May a year agc.

Among tho nine principal ccmponents of the residentiasl materials index, the
indexes for four declined from 4April to May, three were higher and two unchenged.
Major decline was in the index for oleetrical equipment and fixtures, down from 180,9
to 169.1, Othor decreasss were: lath, plastor and insulation, 118,7 to 118,1; roofing
materials, 193.6 to 190,4; plumbing and heeting equipment, 180.8 to 180,5, Incrsases
were: coment, sand and gravel, 126,6 to 127,1; brick, tile and stone, 149,2 to 151.1;
and "other materials", 176.1 to 178.1l. Indexcs were unchanged for the second successive
month for lumber and lumber products, and paint end glass, both cf which vased off
in M=rch from their peak levels, (13)
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1948~-49 EDITION OF CilliD.. The 1948-49 cdition of the Canada Year Book is now

YEAR BOOK NOW AVAILLELE availuble. This volume is the official statistical
annual of the country and contains and up-to-date account

of the natural resourcos of ths Dominion and their development, the history of the

country, its institutions, its domography, the diffcrent branches of production,

trade, trensportation, national accounts and public finance, education, labour,

#nd so on, In bricf, it is 2 comprchensive study, within the limits of a single

volums, of the social and oconomic conditions of the Dominion.

This new edition, vhich extends to 1,30C pages, has becn thoroughly revised,
and includes in its 32 chapters the latust material aveilable at ress time, In
addition to the regular chapter material there are several special articles dealing
with the physical geography of tho Canadian western Lretic, the climete of Canada,
the contribution to science mede by the Dominion istrophysieal Observatory, snd the
chemical industry in Camda,

The current issué 2lso includes =2 statistical swnmmery of Canade for the years
1871-1948, a calendzr of svents for 1948, a directory of sources of officinl informa-
tiocn, a list of official appointments, and legislation of the third session of the
twenticth parliamsnt. Upwards of elsven meps and forty-throe diagrams have been
inssrted,

Cloth-bound copics of the Cannda Year Book may be obtained from the King's
Printur, Ottawa, at the price of $2,00 per copy. By a special concession, a limited
number of paper-bound copics have been sot aside for ministers of regligion, bona
fido studonts and school teachers, who may obtein such copies at the price of $1.00
each, applications for thess special coupies should be sent to the Dominion Statistician,
Dominion Bureau of Statistics, Ottawe,

Each year a number of articles from the Canada Yecr Book ere made aveilable in
reprint form, These are chosen for thoir special intercst and on tho basis of the
demand that oxists for them., A list of reprints is given in the Year Book togathor
with their prices, of ton to fittcen cents a copy. sapplications for copies of these
articles shculd bc made to the Dominion Stetisticien.  (14)

LUMBER OUTPUT IN BRITISH COLUMBLL  Production of sawn lumber and ties in British

Columbia totalled 187,900 M foet in Fobruary as
compared with 210,500 I in the snme month last year, a decreasc of 11 per cent,
according to thu Dominion Bureau of Statistics, Output of const mills, which account
for 78 por cont of the total, showsd e docline of 13 per cent from o year ago, znd
that of interior mills, fell three per cent,

Shipments in the month declined 26 per cent, amounting to 157,800 M feet as
compured with 214,200 il in February last yoar. Coast mills decronsed 23 PO CRES
and interior mills dropped 40 per cent.

Stocks on hand at the end of February totalled 387,000 M feet compared with e
600 M at the ¢nd of February, 1948. Coast mills reported stocks.totalling 250,900 M
feet, vhile interior mills shomed 136,100 ¥, (15)
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SilES LND PURCHLSES OF SuCURITIES Security transactions between Canada and othor

BETHEEN CiND.i .ND OTHER COUNTRI&ES  countrics in fApril rcsulted in a sales balance
of 4,200,000, the largest since Novomber, 1946,

Total transactions in the month amounted to 38,600,000, the highest monthly totel

in the current yeer, bat only slightly higher than the monthly average of 34,800, -

0u0 in 1948,

Transaections during the first four months of the year resulted in not sales in
each month but February., The cumulative sales balance at the end of Lpril was
v4,100,000, contrasting with purchaso balanceg of 46,400,000 and $5,000,000 in the
same periods of 1948 and 1947,

The smles balanco in April was prineipally due to trado with the United States,
in which thero was aon cxcoss of salus ovur purchasos of 43,900,000, The most promincnt
trensactions worev salos of United States stocks and Canadian municipal bonds and
repurchases of Canadian stocks,

Sales to the United Kingdom in April increased 400,000, while purchases remained
unchanged from the proceding month, resulting in a aales balance of QlO0,000. Tho
total value of trade with other countries remnincd unchanged from March, while sales
exceeded purchases by .,200,000,

Sales to all countries in April werv valued at 121,400,000 as compared with
14,600,000 in larch and 19,000,000 in April last year, while the purchases from
all countries totalled 17,200,000 compared with $13,800,000 in Merch and $20,400,~
000 in JApril last year,

In the four months vnding 4pril, salcs to all countrics aggregeted v65,700,000
compared with 464,100,000 in the similar period of 1948, and the purchases, $61,600,-
000 as compared with 79, 500,000, (16)

RESIDENTL.L BUILDING UP SHL.RPLY Residential building in Canads rose sharply during
the first four months this yoar with completions
and starts both showings substantial gains over tho semo Period last year, Thoro were
25,100 dwelling units completed in the period, an incrcase of 6,800 or 37 per cent
over the semo period of 1948, according to ostimetes by the Dominion Burecu of Statistics.
This galn is due to the high carry-ovor of houses under coanstruction at the gnd of
1948, Starts werc also mndc on 16,900 dwelling units in the first four months of
this year, an increasec of 12,7 por cont over tho samo poriod of 1948,

The numbor of units undor construction at the end of april was 48,100 compared
with 56,500 at January 1. Ontaric lod the provincce with a total of 18,600 units
under construction at the end of April, followed by Quobec with 12,000, British
Columbia 6,900, Llborta 4,000, Nova Scotia 2,100, lanitoba 1,900, Sadcatchowan 1,600,
New Brunswick 800, and Prince Bdward Igland 100, among the larger metropolitan areas,
thore were close to 8,000 units under construction in Montreel, 4,800 in Toronto,
4,000 in Vancouver, 1,600 in Winnipeg, 1,100 in Hamilton, 850 in Victoria and 820 in
London,

In 4pril, 7,300 unite were complstod compared with 6,700 in the corresponding month
ast yoar, while starts wore mode on 8,466 unite comparcd with 8,274 a year ago., The
avorage length of timc required to build the dwelling units comploted in April was
7.9 months, unchanged from tho liarch figurec,

The nunber of dwolling units completed in the Tirst four months of 1949 by rogions,
figuros for tho same poriod of 1948 being in brackets: Maritimes, 1,573 (773); Quobee,
6,778 (4,865); ontario, 8,725 (6,806); Prairie Provincos, 4,748 (2,817); British
COlu.mbl&, 3,253 (3’037)- (17)
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REPORTS ISSUED DURING THE WEEK -~ (The numbers in this list corrospond with those
ot the end of nows items, inlicating the report on which an item is based).

1, Summary of Foreign Trade, ipril (10 conta),
2., Imparts for Consumptior, ipril (10 cemts),
3, Domestic Exports, May (10 cents).
4, Dopartmont Store Smles and Inventories, May (10 cents),
5. Sales of New Motor Vehiclas, May (10 cents).
6. Financing of Motor Vehicle Sales, May (10 cents),
7. Ldvance Statement on Employment and Wockly Earnings, May 1 (10 conts).
8. Dairy Review of Cansda, Moy {10 cenmts).
9. Monthly Poultry Estimatos, May (10 cents),
10, Canadian Grain Stat istics - Weekly (10 cents).
11, Canadian Mi{lling Statistics, May (10 cents),
12, Production of Ioather Footwear, Lpril (10 cernts).
13, Prices and Prico Indexes, ey zlo cants).
14, Cenada Year Book, 1948-49; Cloth Bound Copies, ¥2.00; Paper-Bound, $1,00
15, Production, Shipments and Stocks on Hand of Sawmills in British Columbia,
Fobruary (25 conts),
16, Sales and Purchasus of Securities Between Canada and Other Countries,
Lpril (10 cents),
17, Housing Bulletin No, 16 (10 cents),
18, Quarterly Bullctin of Jgriculturel Statistice, January-March, 1949 (25 conts).
19, Hops, 1948 (10 cunts),
20, Preliminary Estimates of the Principal Statistics of the Broad and Other
Bakory Products Industry, 1948 (10 conts),
21, Proliminary Report on Bencfit Years Established end Terminatod Under the
Unomployment Insurence sct, 1948 (25 cents),
22, Railway Revenuo Froight Loadings, May (10 cents),
23, Carlcedings on Conadian Reoilways -~ Woekly (10 cents).
24, Chomicals und 4llicd Products, Preliminary Summary Statistics, 1948 (15 cents),
25. Refined Pestroleum Products, March (10 cents).
26. Fluid Milk Trale, April (10 cents).
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