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~-~ HIGHLIGHTS OF THIS ISSUE -~-~

INDUSTRL.L FROJUCTION DURING M.Y continued its upward movement to reach a new high
of 137,9, an inerezse of 0,9 per cent over ths revised April figure of 136.1, end
comparing with 132.0 in, iy last yeer.

TOTLL DEr/RTHENT STORE SALES IN Gillada during the first half of this year were 10 per
cont highor than last year, acgarcgoting 382,744,030 as compared with 348,735,000
tor tha first six noaths of l/a,

CHEUES C.sHpo IN GaNuli during the first half of this ycar reached a record volume
of $41,200,050,000, up 8.3 por cent from $33,900,300,200 in the first half of 1943,

BOTH F..CTORY SHILI MENTS OF C/INOLWN-MLDE MOTOR VEHICIES and sales of new motor vchiclos
rceached now postwar lovels for the period during the first half of this year.

LiNDINGS IN THE SE.. FISHERIES OF C/N/DA, cxcluding Newfoundland, amounted to 118,579,-
J00 pourds in June, only 2,8 ror cent below the total for June last year,

CANGLDIAN GOLD PRUDUCTION DURING MAY totelled 332,442 fine ounces as Compared with
326,903 in Aperil and 287,065 in ey last year.

- . .

CiRLOLDINGS ON CANLD LA WL IIWNAYS during the week ended July 30 totallsd 73,532 cars
comparcd with 74,520 in the proceding week and 75,963 in the corresponding week
last ‘year.,

- . .

CLiJMS FOR UNBLL LOYLENT INSUR/NCE BENEFITS filed in lccal officoes across Canade in
June amounted to 53,100, down from tho Mgy figure of 63,700, but up from the
Sung,; 1948; tal of 39,688,

CRE.MERY DUTTER PRODUCTION IN CiNiDA fell 8.4 por cent in July to 33,506,000 pounds
from 42,015,000 in the corresponding month last yeer,

. ° ]

FRODUCTICON OF MG RINE IN CANG. durins the first scuven months of this year amounted
to 37,357,000 pounds. Output in July sotalled 5,372,900 pounds comparod with 6,734, -
000 in June, May 6,869,000, .pril 7,149,000, March 7,349,000, February 3,354,000,
and January 1,J33,J00J pounds.
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HALF-YE.R DEPARTMENT STORE SALES  With dollar sales in June repeating the gains
SHOW 10 PER CENT I of earlier months over last yeer, total depart-

ment store sales in Canade during the first
half of this year were 10 per cent higher than last year. sll provinces shared in
the half-year gain, largest increases boing in the Maritime and Prairie Provinces,
and sales were higher in all departmonts except food end kindred products.

; ficcording to tho Dominion Bureou of Statistics, January-June sales aggregated
382,744,000 as comparod with 348,735,000 for tho first six months of 1948, June
salos amounted to 467,230,000 as compared with v63,254,000 for June last yoar, a
lower-than-everage increase of six per. centh

By regions, gains in the half-year ranged from nearly 19 por cent for iAlberta
to six per cont for Jucbec. Ths Moritime Provinceos were second in degree of increase
with over 14 per cent; followed by Seskatchowan, just undor 14 per cent; Manitoba,
12 por cent; British Columbia, nine per cont; and Ontario, nearly eight per cent.

Doller volums of sales by rogions for tho half-year, with comparative totals
for 1948 in brockets (thousands omitted), woro: Maritime Provincos, 28,393 (.24,810);
‘webec, v61,613 ($58,013); Ontario, 144,621 ({l34,207); Manitoba, ¥w55,372 (449,276);
Seskatchowan, 19,523 ($17,275); Alberta, v24,754 (¥20,880); British Columbia,
w48,368 (J44,274),

By departmonts, largest increases in the holf-year over 1948 were in womcn's
end children's apparel, 16.2 per cont, and houschold appliances and clectrical
supplies, 15,8 per cent. Radios, musical instruments and supplies wers up 11,9 per
coent; furniture, 11.7 per cent; footwear, 10,7 per cent; men's and boys' clothing,
10,4 psr cent; piece goods, 9.7 per cent; home furnishings, 6.9 per cent; hardware
and kitchen utensils, 6.5 per cent; drugs, toilet articles snd preparations, 5.5 por
cent; stationcry, books and magazines, five per cent; and smallwares, 4,4 por cent,
Food ond kindred products declined 9.2 per cent in the half-year, while all other
departmonts increasod 13 per cent.

During June the most substentinl increases in sales over a year earlier wero
in houschcld appliences and clcctrical supplies, radios and musical instruments,
and women's and children's apparel, which ranged down from 20 to 12 per cont, Shocs
and othor footwcar increased 8.2 per cont and men's and boys' clothing 6.6 per cont,
whilo drugs and teilet articles, piece gocds, furniture, home furnishings, and hardware
and kitchen utensils showed smallor geins, Selos of food dropped off 12,4 per cont,

Inventories at June 1 werc 12 per cent largor than thosc at the samc date in
1948, The largest increascs were in houschold applicnces, 40 por cent; women's
apparel, 24; plece goods, 20; and footwear, 15 per cent. Food department stocks
showed a marked reduction of 21 per cent. (1)
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CHE UES C/,SHED IN HLLF-YEAR With 2 June gain of 11,5 per cont topping off increasos

RELCH RECORD VOLUME in thoe previous five months, choquos cashed in Cannda
during tho first half of this yoor reached 4 record

volume of $41,200,000,000, up 8,3 por cont from +v38,000,000,000 in the first half

of 1948, according to thc monthly ruport by the Dominion Burcau of Statistics, The

half-yoar gain was country-wide, transactions in each of the five sconomic arcas

also rising to now high lovels,

Thirty of tho 33 clearing contres for which roturns arc available ghowed
increasos in the six months, Lergost esctual ond proportionate gain wes shown by
thoso in tho Prairic Provincos, where aggregatc trensactions of the 10 contres
climbod to v7,426,100,000 from §6,190,000,000 in 1948, a riso of 20 per cent., The
Meritimos and Nowfoundland were sccond in dogroo of gain, with a rise of 13 per
cent, followod by British Columbia with an inercaso of nino per cont, Ontario and
{aebos, largest in volumo, had gains of approximatcely six and fivo por cont respectively.

dalf-yoar total for Ontario was $17,200,000,000 compared with $16,238,400,000
last year, oach centre boing highor, For ‘Jucbcc, tho total was &ll,814,000,000 as
against .11,293,000,000, Montreel accounting for most of tho gmin. British Columbia's
total, with increasos in Vancouver and Victoria, advanced to $3,692,400,000 compered
with {3,385,000,000, and the Meritimos and Nowfoundland aggrogate to $1,040,400,000
from 921,049,000,

Choguos cashed during Juno moved up sharply to §7,216,255,000 from v6,4744545,000
in June last yoar and woere also sbove this year's Mey total of 36,914,881,000,
Twenty-nino of tho 33 clearing centros worc higher in the month. By regions, the
Prairic Provincos and British Columbic had an inercasc of approximately 13 per cent
sach. Ontario advancod 10 por cont, ‘ucbec 8.6 por cent, while the throe Maritime
Provinces - omitting Nowfoundland for which 1948 figures are not available - raoso
22 per cent,

Totals for Jyno by provincos, with 1948 figurcs in brackots (thousands omittod),
were as follows: Maritimes ond Nowfoundland, 217,847 ({147,089 -- not including
Nowfoundland); Queboc, 42,084,451 ($1,918,858); Ontario, $2,979,998 (52,703,483);
Frairic Proviness, 1,281,280 (i1,129,456); British Columbia, 652,679 (9 575650, « 1 2]

INDUSTRILL PRODUCTION IN  Industrial production during May continued its upward move-
MAY RE/LCHED NEW PELK mont to roach a new high, with the Buroau's gonoral indox of

production standing at 187.0, an incroaso of 0.9 ovor tho
rovisod 4pril figure of 186.1, according to the current issue of the Canadinn Stetistical
Roviow, Tho May standing comparcs with 182,0 for May last yoar,

flthough incroascs did not oceur in all industries, tho Review observus, the sub-
indexes show substuntial incrocses in such items as the production of pig iron, which
rosc from 264,8 in April to 290.4 in May, an increase of 9.7 por cont, and also in tho
production of non-durable monufacturos, where tho figurc rose from 178.2 to 199,65 an
incroasc of approximatoly scvon per cont. Offsotting thoso incrosses to some extent
werce doclinos in the sub-indexos for durablo manufactures, which foll slightly to 221.9
from tho .pril figurc of 225.5, and for production of sugar, which dropped from 190,6
in April to 167,8 in May, a shrinkage of 12 par cont.

Pointing out that wholesalc pricos of industrial matorials for Juno conmtinued to
doclino &s .has boon tho trond sinco the first of tho year, tho Review says that this
downward movemcnt is protably duc, in part at lonst, tc tho high volume of production
which has provailod in rccont months. The Junc figuro was 5.8 points bolow that for
last yoar's corrosponding month, whon tho index stood at 153.4. (3)
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CLLIMS FOR UNEMPLOYMENT Claims for unemployment insurance benofit filed in
INSUR,LNCE BENEFITS IN JUNE  loeal offices across Cenada in June amounted to 25,109,

down from the Moy figure of 63,700, but up from the
June, 1948, total of 39,600, accordins to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, 4t the
end of the month therec wero 80,400 ordinary claims on the live uncmployment register
compared with 95,800 at the end of May and 56,500 2t June 30 lost year.

4+ total of 111,800 persons recoived onc or more bencfit payments during June
amounting to 4,113,300 for 1,855,800 days of comseusatod unemployment comparcd with
150,700 perscns paid v5,511,100 for 2,474,100 compensated days in May and 75,300
persons paid 32,599,700 for 1,350,700 compensated days in June, 1948,

The avorage duration of tho uncmployment compensated was 16,6 days in June,
16,4 days in May and 17.8 deys in Juno lest year. The average amcunt of benefit
paid por beneficiary was 36,79 in June, 436,56 in May and v34.31 in tho Same month
last yoar., The average amount of bgnefit paid per compensated day of unemployment
was 2.22 in June, $2,23 in May and $1.92 in June last year. (4)

COST-OF~LIVING INDEXES FOR EIGHT Cogt=cf-living indexcs for the cight rogional
REGIONAL CITIES HIGHER AT JUNE 2 cities all moved higher betwoen June 1 and July 2
this year, according to the Dominion Bureau of
Statistics, The advanccs were comperable to that of the Dominion index averaging
1.7 points for the cight cities, and ranging from 2,6 pcints for Edmonton to 1,0
points for Saskatoon. The Dominion index gained 1,6 points in the same period,

Substantial seasonnl increasecs in foods woerc mainly responsiblo far the changss,
whilo the ront indoxes were slightly higher reflecting results of a June quantity
survey, There was little change in homefurnishings and sorvicos at most centres,
while clothing, fucl and light and misccllancous items changed narrowly.

The composite city indox for Edmonton rosc 2.6 points between June 1 and July 2
to 158.4; Halifax, 2,2 to 155.6; Torento, 1.7 to 157.8; Winnipeg, 1.6 to 157.0;
Vancouver, 1.6 to 163.6; Saint John, 1.3 to 158,.5; Montreal, 1.3 to 165.9; and
Saskatoon, 1,0 to 163.5,

The following table compares the latest city and Dominion cost-of-living indexes:

July 2, 1948 Junc 1, 1949 July 2, 1949

(fugust 1939=100)

Halifﬂx S0veecserentvencse 151..1 153-‘1 155-6
Saint John seecavsnencsnny 15503 15702 158.5
MEDBEOBL o oo 2o nshh o ardSee 4 150 & 164 ,6 1679
1) oot 1o SRR B e | S L33d6 156k 157.8
Winnlpeg Sesscesrncnsssnas Lo .5 155.4 1550
S&Sk.ﬂtOOll ceccsasassessne e 15804 16205 l63-5
BOMERBOY o196 < o due B0 5d Ingil . & 155 o 1584
VAnCOUVOTr seeeee.conn . B 159., 2 162.,0 163,6
DEMRAION oioiiis i eobins o cnsve S 135¢% L5y 8 160.8

The city indcxes show changes in living costs for cach city and compare the extent
of the rise or fall betwecn citics. They do not, however, compare actucl lovels of
living custs,
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SHIPMENTS AND SALES OF NeW MOTOR VEHICIES Both factory shipments of Cenadian-made
al NEW POSTWAR PEAKS IN HLLF-YILR ° motor vehicles and sales of new motor

vehieleos reached now high postwar levels
for the pericd during ths first half of this year,

With Juno figurecs setting a new record for a month, factory shipments by Canad ian
manufacturers during the six months aggrogated 140,115 units compared with 129,182
units in the corresponding poriod last year and with 126,215 units in 1947, according
to the Dominion Burcaun of Statisties. Juno shipmonts totalled 30,096 units compered
with 26,708 in lay, 23,362 in Juno last year, and the previous month's pesk of 27,305
units last Docembor,

Of the half-yoar's total shipmonts, 125,262 units wore for sale in Canada
and the romainder for export, whilo 27,183 of the Junc shipments -- a slightly higher
proportion -- wero for sale in Canada ond 2,913 for export,

Passenger cars accountsd for 87,470 of the totel units shipped in the half-year,
79,966 being for sale in Canada and 7,504 for export. Of the June shipments, 20,008
were passenger cars and 18,698 of theso were for domestic sale and 1,310 were shipped
for sale abroad. Commercial vehicles shipped in the half-year totalled 52,645 units,
of which 45,296 were for salc in Conada and 7,349 for cxpurt; while 8,485 osut of
10,088 units shipped in Juno were for domestic sale and IDE0S for oxpert.

Scles of new automobiles during the first half of this year rose to 132,780
vehicles sold for 280,133,731 as compared with 107,534 units retailed for ;212,011,081
in the corrosponding pericd last year, an increase of 24 per cent in number and 32 per
cent in value., Most of this inercase was in sales of rassenger cars, which showed a
gain of 33 per cont in number and 44 por cent in dollar volume with 88,469 sold for
%184,462,951 as against 66,502 sold for 127,834,859 in the January-June period of 1948,

In the truck ficld, increases in the half -yoar were more moderate, 43%,922 units
boing sold for 88,186,811 as agninst 40,651 retailed for w77,590,526, making gains
of eight por cent in number and 14 per cent in value. Busos Sold numbered 389 as
against 38l last year, the retoiled value showing a sharper inersase at $7,483,969
as comparod with 46,585,696,

During Junc o total of 26,738 vehicles werc scld for %55,539,165, an advance of
24 por cont in number and 28 per cent in value over the 21,626 vehiclss sold for
w43,430,979 in June last year, The month's salcs, however, were slightly bolow April
and May this year both in number and value, Passenger car sales were particularly
active in June, 18,968 units being sold as compared with 12,855 & year carlier. Truck
and bus sales fell below last yeoar's June figurses, totalling 7,770 as compared with
8,771 units. (5 a7 6)
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PRODUCTION ..ND STOCKS Production of margarine in Cennda during the first seven months
OF MIRG/RINE IN CiNDL  of this yoar amounted to 37,857,000 pounds, according to the

Dominion Bureau of Statistics, Output in July totalled 5,372,030
pounds comparod with 6,734,000 in June, Moy 6,869,000, 4pril 7,149,000, Merch 7,349,000,
Februcry 3,354,000, and Jeonuary 1,030,000 pounds,

Stocks of margerine held in Canada, excluding Newfoundland, at August 1 amounted
to 1,972,000 pounds comparod with the rcviscd total of 2,059,000 at the beginning of July.
Holdings worc as follows by rogions, totals for July 1 being in brackets (figures in
thousands): laritime Provinces, 234 (124) pounds; Ontario, 968 (1,356); Manitoba, 349
(185); Sasketchownn, 115 (180); ilberta, 103 (59); British Columbia, 203 (155).

STOCKS OF DAIRY .ND POULTRY PRODUCTS Stocks of croamery butter were somewhat higher
on sugust 1, amounting to 56,668,000 pounds

as comparcd with 41,986,000 on July 1 and 45,065,000 on tho corresponding dato last

yoar, according to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, Choose stocks totalled 29,717,~

000 pounds as compercd with 52,112,000 on July 1 and 51,477,000 e yoar oarlicr.

Stocks of cvaporated wholo milk hold by or for manufacturors on august 1 totelled
54,032,000 pourds as against 46,997,000 at the boginning of July and 22,784,000 on
the same dato last yoar, while thc holdings of skim milk rowder were 12,221,000 pounds
comparoed with 10,891,000 on July 1 and 10,247,000 & yoor cerlicr.

fmgust 1 stocks of oggs, shell and frozen, emountod to 822,000 cascs compared
with 863,000 on July 1 and 1,063,000 on August 1 last year. Holdings of poultry moat
totallod 7,001,000 pounds against 6,480,000 on July 1 and 9,515,000 a year ago. (7)

CREAMERY BUTTER OUTEUT  Creamory buttor production in Canada foll 8.4 per cent in
DECLINED IN JULY July to 38,506,000 pounds from 42,015,000 in the corrosponding

rnonth last year., Tho cumulative total for the first sSowven
months of this yoar was down slishtly more than one per cent, amounting to 161,792,000
pounds as against 163,881,000 in the similar period of 1948,

Choddar choosc production in the month rose 8,2 por cent, totalling 18,033,000
pounds comparod with 16,606,000 in July lest year, bringing output for the cumulative
period to 59,593,000 pounds against 51,230,000, an advance of 16,3 per cont, OQutput
of concontrated milk products in July amounted to 41,713,000 pounds compared with
52,656,900 in the corresponding month last yoar, down 20,8 per cont, Production for
the ycar~to-date aggrecated 229,645,000 pounds against 233,905,000, down 1,4 per
cent,  (3)

STOCKS OF ME.T, LiRD, Stocks of meat held by packers, wholosalc butchers and cold
+ND TALIOW ON AUGUST 1  storage warchouses werc lowor on iugust 1 than a yoar carlier.

. Total stocks amountod to 58,465,000 pounds as compared with
65,847,000 on July 1 and 89,929,000 on the corrcsponding dato last yoar.

Holdings of frozen moat wore down to 28,247,000 pounds from 37,668,000 on July 1
and 54,934,000 on Lugust 1 last ycar. Stocks of fresh moat advancod to 14,828,000
pounds comparod with 12,003,000 on July 1 and 14,389,000 a yoar ago, while cured
moat declined to 15,390,000 pounds from 16,176,000 an -Jiullly: 9 iang 20,606,000 a year carlior,

Lard stocks at 3,262,300 pounds were lowcr than the 4,235,000 held on July 1 and
3,878,000 one yoar carlicr. Stocks of tallow amountod to 1,046,000 pounds comparod with
1,254,000 on July 1 and 1,993,000 on the corrosponding datc last year, (9)
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SM.LLER WORLD WHE,.T ChOP IN Prospocts arc for e somowhet smaller world wheat crop
PROSPECT DESPITE L.RGER ..CRE.LGE this yoor in spite of ineroased acroages in mojor pro-

ducing countrivs, states the Jominion Bureau of Statistics
in the July issue of 1ts monthly revicw of the whoat situation,

In the Unitod States the aereese of 211 whoot for harvost in 1949, estimrtod ot
15,509,000 acres, is five per cemt cbove the 71,900,900 aeres hervested in 1943, cnd ox-
ceeds the provicus record of 74,409,000 aercs harvested in 1947 by 1.5 por centi. The toital
plonted acroage of 21l whoat in the United Statos this year is estimated at 33,239,900
acres, six ver coent above the provious reeord of 73,200,009 planted for tho 1947 crops N
Canade the 1949 whoat acreage is estimated at 27,500,000 acrus, sccond only to the rocard
28,703,090y planted in 1940, 2nd 17 per cent above the ton-year (1939-1948) avorage of
25,500,099 acrcs,

With seeding in ..ustralia ond Lrgentina noaring complotion, indications are that there
will bo some incrcasu in wheat fercegoe in tho ssuthorn hemisphere, Prsliminory figures
placo Justralia's whoct cercage ot 13,300,900 compared with 13,490,000 in 1948 and
13,909,000 in 1947. Trade sources indieate that plantings in .srgentina will fall short of
the goal of 17,3J0,000 acros,

The major exception to the zencrnl trend in increased wheat acroages appeers to be in
Zurope, Jospito definite plans »n the part of mony governments to eneourage inercoses,
actual plantings have fallen short of offieizlly projected torgets in soveral countrics
with tho result thot Buroposn whdat aereego, oxeluding that of Russis is likely to diffoer
little from last ycar,

Iniications are thot this year's output of broeadgrains in Lurope, oxcluding the
Soviet Union, will bo about five por eocnt below tho 1943 lovel ond more than 10 por cont
bolow the 1935-39 average, On the becsis of conditions ot July 1, the Unitcd States wheat
crop wos ostimated at 1,189,009,J00 bushels, eizght per cont less than the 1,233,0,50,000 pro-
duced last yenr but ebout 22 per cent more then the average of 992,000,030 bushels, ..l-
though the combined carry-over and prospective now-ero>p supplics were insufficient to
necessitate the introduction of marketing quotas, tho United States Jdepartment of JLgri-
culture hos announced naticnzl wheat acrezge allotments of 68,900,939 acres for ths 1950
© erop, a rcduction of 17 per cent from this yeor's sccded acrcago.

The first officicl ustimete of Cannda's 1949 wheat crop will not be zvailable until
atgust 16, Despite ths dear-record ecrsage, however, present iniications ere that the
outturn will be below last year's 593,399,9J3 bushels., Tho condition fizure at Junc 30
for all wheat was only 72 per cont of the loni-time avorcse yield of 16 bushels per acre,
«1though thore has bosn some impraovement in moisturc eonditions during July, deficiencics
in preseasonal procipiteotion eontinucd to affect crop developments adverscly, cspecinlly
in thoso arcas wherc rainfall is normelly low., (10)
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CROP CONDITIONS IN C.NiD.  Extremely high temperatures during the past weck, averaging

from eight to 10 degrecs above normal, have hastened
ripening of grain crops in the Prairie Provinccs, Harvosting is now under woy in tho
southern parts of all three provinces and will bocomo general within a week or 10 days
@xcept in central Alberta whore conditions are variable due to a high proportion of
seconl growth,

Yields are cxpected to be guod in Manitoba, castorn cnd northern Suskatchowan,
scuth-wostorn Jdberta and the Pence Rivor District, ZElscowherc prospects vary from
fair to poor end in many arees only cnough for sced is anticipated.

Zxcoptionnlly hot weather during the latter part of last woek in Manitoba caused
rapid maturing of crops. Some prematurc ripening of late-sown grains is taking place.
Harvosting is under way in southern Manitoba and will be general in central and northern
areas by the end of this weok, Wheat yiclds on the whole arc satisfactory but coarse
grain yislds will bs somewhet disappointing. Only slight hail damage was reported
during tho wook and damage from rust is nogligible,

Lu Saskatchowan extremely high tomperaturcs during the poast week is hastening
ripening of crops and some grain cutting has taken placc in all districts, While the
amount of greain cut in cach district varies considerably, harvosting opcrations will
be gonoral within 10 days to two weoks, Wheat cutting is more advanced in the
Regina-Moose Jaw-Wcyburn arcas, where 15 to 20 per cont is cut. Prospects in castern
and northern districts continue vory favourable, wheroas foir to good conditions rrovail
in tho Regina-Woyburn, central and wost-central districts. In south-central, south-
wostern and portions of the contral crop districts, tho outlook is poor and in many
areas only onough for seed is expeected. Due to the critical feed shortage in the
stuth-western part of the provincc approximatcly 50 per cont of the wheat and coarse
grains will be cut for fodder.

Ir idberta, hot weather has produced rapid growth in most northern and central
areas, where moisturc is plentiful. South of Celgary heat hes causcd some shrivelling
it kornels and o good general rainfall is badly nceded to ensurc propor filling of
lato-sown crops, Cutting is general in southern .lborta and some ¢grain has becn
marketed. Grades are roported good but yields are exyected to be low, especially in
the south-castern corner. ©Zlsewhere in the province harvesting will be under way
within the noxt one to threc weeks, Scwfly damage has increased in many arecas of the
province but grasshopper damage is not expected to be serious, ilberta suffered from
scattered hailstorms during the past week but the only storm of consecquence affected
tiwe Eckville, Benalta district, where damnpge is said to boc in the ncighbourhood of
59 to 100 per cont.,

Harvesting of fall whcat and fall rye in ssuthern Ontario is now completed and,
sxcept for late-seeded fields in the castern counties, cubtting of spring grains is
A%uring cumpletion. In northern Ontario cutting of spring grains is expectoed to commence
tais weok., Grain harvesting operations throughout the southern part of the province
iavo been facilitated by generally oxcellent weather. Roturns indicate that the yield
atf fall wheat and fall rye will excced earlicr anticipations, with fall wheat yiclds
approaching thosc of last year in some sections, Although Spring ¢rains showed improve-
ment in tho drought ares following rains in early July, yields are expected to bs well
UBlow last vVeser's dutiura.
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Pastures showud some improvement in central Ontario about mid-July but are in
need of soaking rains to meintain this improvement . Throughout most of castern
Cntario pastures suffored fromdry woather during the lattor rart of July and are in
generally poor condition., Hay crops were light but the foed shortage will be relieved
in many perts of the province by a heavy crop of fodder corn. Spocial crops such
&8 soy beans, dry beans, sugar beots and tobecco have developed cxtremely well and
show zood yield prospects,

Present prospocts are that agricultural production in Quebec this year will be
slightly below average, Rain is neoeded in many areas to improve field crop conditions.
The hervesting of a variabls crop of hay is being completed with the provinecial yield
about 20 per cent balow tho 1948 level. Pastures are drying up and milk production
iz beginning to declino. Grein crops are being hervested in the southern districts
and yields are reportod to be telow averzze. In some aroas the grain crops were cut
groen to supplement dry postures or to avoid destruction by srasshoppers and army
worms, Truck crops, fodder and grain corn, flax and flue-cured tobacco appear to
te progressing favourably., Blueberry picking is in full swing with average yields
BEper b,

Rain is needod generally throughout the Maritime Provinces, particularly in the
ftnnnpolis Valley of Nova Scotin and the southern half »f New Erunswick. Haying is
about completed in most scctions cxcept on the dykelands. Groin and hay crops are
better than average in Prince Edward Island but potatces on light s2ils are in need
of rain, The hay crop in Nova Scutia is heavier than that of last season but dry
weather has caused premature ripening of grains in the Ainnapolis Valley., Prospects
are for a potato crop equal to that of 1948 and the treo fruit crops continue to be
promising, but rain is required to maintain the present outloock, In New Brunswick,
the northern sections report good crops of hay, grain and potatoes, while southern
sections have suffercd considerably from continused dry weather. Larly potatoes are
now being harvested and late varietios are expected to be average or better,

Recent rains have improved crop mrospocts in British Columbis, Cereal ¢rops
hove benefited materially but the wet weather has caused difficulty in curing the
hay crop. Harvesting of winter grains is now in progress and excellent yields are
reported., 4 few stands of ocats have alsc been cut, Harvesting of dry peas is under
way and good yields are antieipated. (11)
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SEL-FISH LAWINGS LOWER IN Londings in the sea-~fisherics of Canada, excluding
JUNE N FIRST HLLF OF 1949  Nowfoundland, amountcd to 118,579,000 jounds in June,

only 2.8 por cont below the total for June last yoar,
according to tho Jominion Burcau of Statistics. However, the cumulative catch for
the first half of 1949 -- 469,403,000 pounds -- is still about 14 por cent lower
than for the same poriod of last year, decrcases boing registerod for almost all
tho m~ jor spccios on both coasts.

Landings for the month in British Columbis werc 11,431,000 pounis, a deecline of
22,3 por cent from the Junc, 1948 figuro. Over the six-month reriod therc was a large
incroase in the landings of clams, In the Pacifie Coast fisherics, June is usually a
comparativcly quiet month, owing to the lull botween the ond of tho halibtut and the
commoncement propor of the salmon sonson.

On the 4tlantic Coast the Juno cateh amounted to 107,143,000, just 0,1 per cent
below the Junc, 1948, landings. Howcvor, the cumulative total was 10,3 per cont lower
than for the samc period of lest yoar. Horring and sardines continue to show tho large
decroases, clams nnd quahaugs, and hake the largest incronscs.

althougli the scason is still fairly young, therce arce indications that larger
quantitics of itlantic cod, pollock and hake are being salted and driod than was tho
case a yoar azo, Llmost half of the inereasod landings of Pacific clams is being
canncd, {12)

LY OUTEUT OF IRON NU STEEL  Canndian production of piag iron during Mey continusd
the gains of carlior months over 1948, amounting to
202,148 tons as compared with 193,305 tons a year carlicr, and bringing the cumulativo
total for the first fivo months of this yoar to 940,816 tons comparcd with 847,930
tons in tho corresponding perisd of 1948. The month's output slightly cexccoded

tho provious hish production fisurc of 202,133 tons in March this yocar,

Output of forrv-alloys in May also increascd over a year carlior but was below
the preceding four months, smounting to 20,652 tons compered with 18,436 tons in May
last yoar and 24,427 tons in Lpril, according to thoe Dominion Bureau of Statistics,
Total for the five months wes 111,189 tons as naainst 76,151 tons in the like 1948
period,

lay production of steel ingots and cestings, according to a rovision of figures
roperted carlier, totzllod 283,803 tons comparcd with 269,968 in ipril and 289,567
tons in Moy last yoar. DProduction in the cumulative period was 1,396,215 tons as
against 1,336,230 in 1948,

Shipments of primary shapes by Canadian stecl mills, exelusive of producerst
interchange, totalled 231,920 net tons in May comporcd with 248,165 tons in April,
The amount of producers' interchange was 85,685 tons in May and 96,260 in Jepril,
In the five months endinz liny, shipments zagregated 1,193,290 net tons oxclusive o
producers' interchange which totalled 454,370 tons, (13)
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GOLD PRODUCTION IN MLY Continuing the geins of preceding months this year over
CONTINUED G..INS OVER 1948 1948, Canalian gold production during May totalled

332,442 finc ounces as compered with 287,065 fine cunces
in May last year, The month's output, which had = welue of 11,635,470, was 2lso
above tho 4pril output of 326,903 fine ouncos but bolow this year's peak of 342,677
finc ounces in llhrch, Total gold production for the five months ending Mey was 1,617,-
440 fine ocuncos, a gain of 16 por cent over the output of 1,395,815 fine ounces in
the corresponding 1948 period.

Mey production was larger then o year earlier in fjuebce, Ontaris, Manitoba and
Saskatchowan, and the Northwest Territories, but slightly leower in British Columbia.,
The month's cutput for theso arens, with figures for Moy last year in brackets, was
as follows: Cueboe, 78,384 (64,001) fine ounces; Ontarioc, 193,695 (175,970); Manitoba
.and Saskotchowan, 16,641 (15,010); British Columbia, 24,469 (25,114); Northwest
Territories, 18,263 (4,974) fine sunces. (14)

SAIES OF ClaY PRODUDTIS IN APRIL  Producors'! sales of products mnde from Canadizn
clays showed a slizht deeline of four per cent in

april as compared with the same month iast year., During the first four months of

this yoar, salcs advanced glmost 15 per cont over the similar poriod last year.

iccording to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, sales in April amounted to i1,229,-
827 as comparod with 1,331,433 in the lreceding month and 81, 278 316 a yeer a@o. In
the cumulative period, sales agaregated 94,999,397 as against 44 953 582 in 1943,

Sales for tho month were as follows, totals for Jpril last year beinz in brackubs:
building brick, v681,137 (4699,112); structural tile, v164,304 ($158,739); drain tile,
v59,739 (v28,331); suwwer pipe, v167,932 (4182,402); firoeclay blocks and sha“os, 8y 783
R 16 3154 ); pottary, $52,994 ($l21, 942) sther clay products, 80,388 (§71,036). (15)

——

RADIO RECEIVING SETS Number of radio roceiving sots sold by persducsrs in fpril
HIGHER IN JPRIL showod a sharyp risc of 62 per cent over the CJrro&Iﬂnding

month last yeer, while in the four months onding 4pril, sales
wero up 30 per cent. Number of scts sold was highor during the month in ell provinces
excopt British Columbia, while in the cumulative period Manitoba and British Columbia
werc down,

Salos in April emounted to 50,432 units with a value of 43,777,363 as comparcd
with 31,157 units sold for /3,021,599 in thc samc month last yoer, During the first
four months of this yeer, 190,777 units werc sold for $14,464,776 azainst 146,587 for
w13,950,802 in the similar pericd last yoar.

Provineial totals for the menth wore as r'cllows, those for sipril, 1948 being
in breckots: Maritimes, 3,207 (1,671) units; ‘mcbee, 8,300 (7,065); Ontario, 29,061
(131367 ]); Hanitoba, 2,269 A,070) ; Bagks tchowun, i 713 (l 156); Alberta, 2,919
(1,969); and Eritish Columbia, 2,928 (3,255). (16)

CARLOAVINGS ON CiNAULAN RAITNAYS Carloadings on Canaldian railways during the week

cnded July 30 totnlled 73,532 cars comparcd with
74,526 in the proceding week and 75,968 in the corresponding weck last yoar. Loadings
in the eastern division amounted to 47,095 cars agalnst 50,343 a ycar carlicr, while
in the wostourn roglon the total was 26,437 cars compared with 25,125, Cumulative
totals for the first 30 wesks woro 2,169,911 cars compared with 2,242,993 in 1943 and
2,204,397 in the same period of 1947, (17)
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WELLLSED UDURING THE WEEK -~ (The nuﬁbcrs in this list correspond with those at the
end cof news items, indicating the report on which an item is based).

Reports ard Bulletins

1. Dopartmont Store Sales and Inventorics, Junc (10 cents),

24 Chogues Cashed in Clsaring Centres, June (10 cents).

3« Canadian Statistical Review, July (35 conts),

4, Statistical Repcrt on the Operation of the Unemployment Insurance .iet,

Junc (10 cents).

5. Sales of New MMotor Vehicles, June (10U conts),.

6« Motor Vohiclo Shipments, June (10 cents).

7. Stocks of Dairy snd Poultry Products, sugust 1 (10 cents),

8+ Dairy Factory Production, July (10 cents).

9. Stocks of Meat, Lard and Tallow, sugust 1 (10 cents),
10, Monthly Revicw of the Wheat Situation, July (25 cents).

11, Telegraphic Crop Report, Canada (1C cents).

12, Monthly Roview of Canadian Fishcries Statistics, June (10 cents).

13, Primary Iron and Stcel, lay (25 cents),

14, Gold Production, May (10 cents),

15, Products lade from Camndian Clays, April (10 cents).

16. Radio Receiving Sets, 4pril (10 ecnts).

17. Carloadin:;s on Canad ian Railways = Weekly (10 cents).

18, Iron and Stcel and Their Products, 1948 (10 conts).

19, Coal and Coke Statistics, May (25 cents),

20, Tradc of Cannda: Imports Bntercd for Consumpsion, May (25 cents).

21, Production, Shipmmonts and Stocks on Hand of Sawmills in British Cslumbia,

Morch (25 cents).

22, Transit Report, April (10 cents).

234 Non~Ferrous Scrap bictal and Sccondary Non~Forrous Inget, .April (15 cents).
24, Fruit Roport No, 4 (y1.,00 for series of seven).

Ligmoranda

1, Tho Manufacturing Industrios of Canada, 1947 (10 zents),
2., Long-Timo iverage Yiclds For scre of Field Crops, 1900-1945 (10 cents).
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