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~-- HIGHLIGHTS OF THIS ISSUE ~--

DOLIAR SALES OF WHOLESAIERS were seven per cent higher in June than in the same month
last year, and two per cent above the decllar volume for Mgy this year,

CANADIAN LABOUR INCOME IN MAY amounted to 619,000,000, showing an increase of $12,-
000,000 ovor the mreceding month, and 449,000,000 or nine per cent abovs May, 1948,

IMPORTANT EXPANSION IN INDUSTRIAL ACTIVITY as compared with May 1 was reported by
20,306 of the largor firms in the cight major industrial groups at the beginning
of June, when their personnel showed an increase of 2.8 per cent, Based on the
1926 average as 100, the index of employment rose from 189.1 at the first of May
to 194.4 at Junc 1, to rcach the highcst point in the record for ths time of ycar,
slightly oxcoeding the previous maximum of 192.3 at June 1, 1948.

. . -

FINANCING CF SALES OF NMOTOR VEHICIES, both new and used, were sharply higher in the
first half of this yecar, totalling 110,085 units financoed to the extent of ,104,-
540,000 as compared with 76,034 vchiclcs financed for an amount of 470,515,000 in
tho corrosponding 1948 pocriod, meking inereases of ncearly 45 per cent in number amd
48 pcr cont in ageregatc financed valuo.

4GCTIVITY IN RESIDENTI.LL BUILDING CONSTRUCTION IN CAN.DL. was stepped up in the first
fivo months of this ycar, completions and starts both showing substential gains over
the seme period last yeor, There werc 32,451 dwelling units completed in tho period
compared with 24,582 in the like pericd of 1948, a gain of nearly one-third; starts
numborod 23,671 comparcd with 26,359; and the estimctcd numbor undér construction at
thc ond of Mny was 53,533 =2s ageinst 56,456 at tho boginning of the year.

THE FIRST ESTIMLTE OF C.NADI.'S 1949 PRINCIP.L FIELD CROPS ~- ¢xcluding Nowfoundland
for which estimatcs arc not aveilable -- is placed at 391.5 million bushels, showing
a decline of only 1.8 million bushcls below last year's outturn but about 18,6 million
bolow the 1O0-yoar (1935-48) average production,

OPERATING REVENUES OF THE PRINCIP..L C.INADLLN R.ILWLYS DURING MY -- ineluding Newfoundland
lines of tho Canadien National Railways -- amcunted to ,i72,215,000 as compared with
71,001,000 in the same momth last year, an increase of 1.7 per cent. Operating
expenscs jumped 10,5 por cont, rising from 63,031,000 in May last ysar to 469,620,000,
and opcrating income declined from 4,337,443 to 91,655,
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AUGUST HSTIMLTE OF Cannda's 1949 wheat crop is placed at 391.5 million bushels

FTRINCIILL FIEL) CROPS by the Dominion Burcau of Statistics in ite first ostimate of

this yoer's principal fiocld crops in Canmnda, excluiing
Nowfoundland for which ostimatos are not eavaileblo, This ostimate is only 1.8
million bushols bolow last year's outturn but about 18,6 million below the lo-yoer
(1939~48) avorage production,

Estimatod average yield of wheat por seed.d acrc is 14,2 bushels as comparcd
with 16,3 bushcls lest yoar and the 10-year avorage of 17.4 bushels per acre, The
whoat crop is being harveosted from a necar-rocord seedod aree estimated at 27.5 million
acros a8 against 24,1 million in 1948 and 23,5 million for the l)-yoar average.

In the Prairic Frovinces the wheat crop is oxpected to yield 362 million bushols,
ono million bushols loss than in 1943, The anticipated avorage yield of wheat in the
Frairie Provincos this ycar is 13.7 bushels per seeded acre, with Menitoba averaging
21.2, Saskatchowan 12,6 and ilberta 12,7 bushuls por acre.

Soaskatchewan's wheat mroduction is placed at 199 million bushels while tho
sutturn in Llborts is estimated at 96 million 2nd Manitoba at 67 million bushels.
The western wheat erop, particularly in ilberta and to a lesser cxtent in Saskatchowan
and Manitoba, contains a rclativily small proportiosn of fall wheat, but dus to
difficulties e¢ncountercd in obtcinin:; tho acreage data roquircd for a separate fall
wheat estimate in the rrairic Frovinces, all western wheat is includod under spring
vheat in this regport.

Iroduction of wheat in the romzindor of Canada is placed at 29.5 million bushels.
Ontario's oxpected outturn is 25.2 million bushcls, accounting for the groater part
of Canadizn wheat grown outside the rrairie Provinces. 411 but 1.1 million bushels
of Cntario's production is fall wheat, expected to yiold an averase of 30 bushols
por acre,

Tho mroduction of oats in 1949 is ostimated at aprroximetely 317 million bushels,
a rcduction of over 41 million bushels from the 1948 crop. 4 decrease of almost
four bushels poer acro from last year's average yield more than offset the slight
increasc in acreoage seedod to oats this yoar. Saskntchowan, Nova Scotia end British
Columbia arc tho only provinces in which groator production of cats is expoctod than
in 194'8 .

Barloy production, estimated at 126,5 million bushels, is down 28.5 million
bushols from tho 1940 level. With the oxception of slirht gains expected in the
laritimes, production prospects for barley are lower in all provinces this year, with
an cxpected decroase of 27 million bushels in the Irairie Frovinces alone.
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4 docrease of appraximatcly 60 per cent from the 1948 production is oxpocted
foar this yoar's rye crop in Caneda. The combined cutturn of fall and spring rye
is ostimated at 9.9 million bushels compared with 25.3 million in 1948. The smllerxr
crop this year is due not only to the sharp reduction in acroeago btut also to lower
average yiclds. The estimated aversge yield for all rye in 1948 is 8.4 bushels per
acrce compared with tho 1948 avorage of 12,0 bushels per acre.

{. sharp drop in Canndian flaxseed acrsage, combined with lower anticipated
average yields than in 1948, has brought =bout = considerablc reduction in this
yeer's flaxseed crop, which is currently estimated at 2.5 million bushels, Should
the mreduction drop to this level, it would amount to only 14 per cent of last
yeert's 17.7 million bushels, and approximately ono-quarter of the 1l0-year average.
This year's crop is being harvested from a seccded acreage of 321,100 acros as
against 1,876,500 acres in 1948,

For Cancda as a whole, tho total production of hay and clover is currently
estimatod at 11.9 million tons compared with last year's 16,1 million tons, ILate
frosts and lack of rainfall over wile areas of Canada during June rotarded growth of
ocarly hay crops and the e¢stimeted average yield of 1.24 tons is below the 1948
and long-time averages, The production of alfalfe (first cutting) is placed at
1,9 million tons as against last yoart's 2.3 million tons, with Ontario and Alberta
aceount ing for most of the dccreasse.

i preliminary ostimato places this yeart's all-Camnda potato crop at 49.9
million hundrodweight compared with 55.3 million in 1948, Decrcases in production are
indicated in all provincus oxcept Prince Bdwerd Island and Nova Scotia. Production
prospocts for this crop, however, may chango considcrably as the growing season adwvances,

The Burozu's yield ostimates for all crops are based on July 31 reports from
crop correospondents throughout Camnde and information suppliod by tho agricultural
statisticicns of tho various provinces, With tho excoption of (juobse, for which
acrcage intentions figures arc uscd, the acreage data wore obtained from tho Bureau's
annual Juno 1 crop survey and include rovisions made sinco tho publication of the
preliminary ostimate of acronges on July 21. Sincc harvesting of spring grains is
not yot general, except in Ontario and the southern sections of the Prairie Provinces,
this first ostimato is in tho nature of o foreczst and subjoct to rovision in the
light of actual harvosting conditions. This also applies, of course, to potatoes,
which are included for the first timoe in the Jlugust ostimate and for which there
romains a considerable period of growth, (1)

STOCKS /ND MRKETINGS OF Stocks of Cannd ijan wheat in store or in trensit in North
WHELT /ND CQiRSB GRLINS imerica at midnight on sugust 4, first Thursday of the now
crop year, amounted to 55,259,600 bushels as compered with
54,556,100 on the last day of the cld erop year, and 36,291,400 on the corresponding
date last ycar., Farmers in the Prairie Provinces marketed 1,341,000 bushels of wheat
during the four days ended August 4 against 1,046,800 in the same poriod last year,

Tho following gquantitiss of coarse grains weroe also lelivered from farms in the
Prairie Provinces from isugust 1 to jugust 4, totals for the same poriod last year
boing in brackets: osats, 722,500 (151,200) bushcls; barley, 483,100 (121,700);
rye, 100,000 (154,500); flaxseed, 3,700 (35,100),

Overscas cxport clesarances of whoat during the period ending fAugust 4 totalled
2,077,600 bushcls as against 1,898,800 in the corrospondiing period of 1948, (2)
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CAIRY-OVER WHee.T STOCKS Total stocks of Cznadicn wheat in =211 North fmerican

UNDER 1o0 MILLION BUSHEIS  positions on July 31 -- end of the 1946-49 crop yscr --

were 98,7 million bushels, of which less thon 70,000
bushels were held in the United States, cccording to the annual report on the carry-
over stocks of Canadian grain issued by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics in
cooperation with the Board of Grain Commissicners., This total compmres with a revised
estimate for July 31 last year of 77.7 million bushels, including approximately
35,000 bushels in the United States.

Stocks of Canndian wheat ot the emd of the recent crop yecr were, therefore,
up 21,0 million bushels or 27 per cent above last yoar's total. This is the fourth
consecutive yoar, thc Bureru report points out, in which crop-yecor-end carry-over
stocks hove fallon below the 100-million bushel level, For the 20-year poriod,
1929-1948, the avorage July 31 carry-over of Canadian wheat was 205.3 million bushels,
considerably in uxcess of curront levcls.

Date for tho roport on grain stocks arc obtained from the Bureau's annual July 31
suwrvey of grain held on forms, from mill returns and from information supplied by the
Board of Grain Commissicners rolative to stccks of grain in commercial positions.

The statistics of totel stocks given in the report differ from the July 31 visible
supply figures by the inclusicn of ferm stocks and certain mill stocks,

Total stocks of Canadian oats on July 31 were 59,1 millicn bushols, of which
48,4 million werc held on farms., Last year's total oat stocks were 47.9 million
bushels, with 37.6 million in farmers' hands, Barley stocks in all positions this
year amounted to 29,0 million bushels, of which 18.5 million wore on farms, Comparable
figurcs for July 31, 1948, were 31.4 million and 17.4 million bushels, rospectively,
No Conndien outs and only 112,000 bushcls of Canndian barley wore hold in United
Statos positions at the end of July this year. Sharp incroases have occurred in this
year's carry-over stocks of both ryc and flaxsced., On July 31, ryc stocks wore almost
12 million bushcls as z2geinst 0.9 million a year ago, while flaxseed stocks of 10,7
million bushels were morc than throe timos lest ycer's carry-over of 3.4 million bushels,

Totel farm stocks of wheat at 42,4 million bushels accounted for approximately
4% por ccent of thoe July 31 wheot stocks this year, ILast yuer farm-held wheat stocks
wore 39,2 million bushels, accounting for slightly over half of the yecar's total wheat
stocks, Farm stocks of oats at 48.4 million bushcls wore 10,8 million ecbove the 1948
lovel, but fam -held barloy stocks were up cnly 1.1 million bushels., Rye stocks on
farms were almost four million bushcls above last yeart's level, but flaxsoed stocks at
191,000 bushels wore down approximately 100,000 bushcls from July 31, 1948.

Host of the farm-held grain is located in Wostern Canada, The farm-stocks position
in the threc Prairic Provinces at July 31 was as follows:

Wheat - total, 41,000,000 bushsls; Man,, 5,000,000; Sask., 18,000,000; Alta,,
15,000,000, i

Onts - total, 38,000,000; lan,, 5,000,300; S5-sk,, 18,000,000; Alta., 15,000,000,

Barlcy - total, 18,000,000; len,, 3,000,000; Sask., 6,000,000; Alte,, 9,000,000,

Ryo - totel, 4,109,000; Men,, 300,000; Sask., 2,500,000; Alta,, 1,300,000,

Flaxsced - total, 191,000; Men., 30,000; Sask,, 105,000; .lta., 56,000, (3}
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STOCKS OF CRE.MERY BUTTER Stocks of creamery butter in nine cities of Canadn on
IN NINE CITIES OF C.INADL sugust 12 rose to 46,428,000 pounds from last year's

corresponding total of 29,498,000 pounds, according to
tine Dominion Burceu of Statisties. Incrsased holdings were recorded for six of the
nine cities, decreascs being shown in (uehec, Calgery and Vancouver,

Stocks were as follows by citics on saugust 12, totals for the soame date last
year being in brackots (thousands omitted): (uebec, 3,416 (3,665) pounds; Montreal,
17,128 (10,938); Torontu, 9,582 (4,104); Winnipeg, 9,862 (5,237); Regina, 966 (348);
Saskatoon, 383 (221); Edmontcn, 2,887 (1,451); Caleery, 1,184 (1,397); Vancouver,
1,020 (2,137).

STOCKS OF FRUIT .ND Stocks of fruit, frozen and in presorvatives, held in cold

VEGET..BLES ON LUGUST 1 aond common storagu, amountcd to 36,910,000 pounds on .ugust 1
as compared with 30,081,000 on July 1 and 41,538,000 cn

the correspunding date last yoar, according to the Dominion Burcau of Statistics,

Stocks of vegetables, frozen and in brine, totalled 6,236,000 pounds, up frem the

July 1 figure of 5,441,000 pounds, but down from thc .wugust 1, 1948 tatal <f 8,073,-

000 pounds,

Storage stocks of Canndian vogetables were increased over last year with the
exception of boots, carrots, cabbeges and persnips. Potatoes wore up from 1,843
tons to 2,611, cnions from 269 tons to 382, and cclory from 3,363 crates to 3,492,
Stocks of beots fell from 85 tons toc 39, carrots from 169 tons to 120, cabbages fram
191 tcns to 101, and parsnips from 134 tons to one.

There worc 65 tons of importod onions on Jugust 1 compared with 201 a year
carlier, Stocks ¢f imported carrots totalled 87 tons compared with 239; cabbages
nil (one) tons; and celery 1,075 (nil) erates. (4)

STOCKS OF FISH ON ,UGUST 1 Cold storage holdings of fish on jwugust 1 amountoed to
46,423,000 pounds, up from the July 1 figure of 39,950,-

000 pounnds, and above the 39,106,000 pounds hcld on the corresponding date last

year, according tc the Dominion Bureau of Stat istics. Stocks on the latest date

comprised 43,167,000 pounds frozen fresh amd 3,256,000 pounds frozen smoked,

There was an increase over a yoar ago in the stocks of sea hoerring, other sea
fish, and inland fish, but holdings of cod, heddock, and salmon were lowor, Totals
follow by kinds, those for .ugust 1 last yoar being in brackets: cod, 5,918,000
(6,868,000) pounds; haddock, 1,254,000 (2,181,000); salmon, 4,084,000 (4,169,000);
sea herring, 8,160,000 (7,100,000); other soa fish, 16,220,000 (15,497,000); and
inland fish, 5,399,000 (3,331,000). (5)

FiLRM PRICES IN JUNE Farm priccs of agricultural products averaged higher in
LBOVE MAY; BEIOW L.OT YELR  June than in lay, eccurding toc the index numbers compiled

by the Dominion Buroau of Statistics, but wore lowor
than in Junc last yoar., For Junc, the index, on the base 1935-39=100, is estimated
by tho Bureau at 252,7 as compared with a reviscd ostimate of 250,9 for May and 257.4
for Junc last yoar. The average for 1948 was 252.5, anl thce peak reached was 263,9
in August last year.

As compered with lay, higher prices for livestock, pctatoes, fruits, poultry and
oggs more than offsct lower prices for deiry products, vogoetablos and coarse grains,
Comparod with a ycar ago, higher prices oor livestock, fruits, tobacco, poultry ard
cggs were mere than offset by declines in the prices of coarse grains, dairy products,
potatoes, vegotobles and furs. (6)
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EMCLOYMENT HIGHER T JUNE 1 Important expansion in industrial activity as compared
with Moy 1 was reported by 20,306 of the larger firms

in the eight major industrial groups at the beginning of June, when their personnel

showed an incrosse of 2,8 per cont, acecording to tho Dominion Bureau of Statistics,

This advance was Similar in size to that indicated at the same date lost summer, but
on & rather largor scele then at June 1 in earlier years since 191,

Basod on the 1926 aversge as 10U, the index of employment rose from 189.1 at
the first of May to 194 .4 at June 1, to reach the highest pcint in the record for the
time of yoar, slightly oxceoding the previous maximum of 192.3 at Junc 1, 1948, During
the war years, tho poak index for the boeginning of Juno wes 181.2 in 1943,

Accompanying the general risc in employment at Juns 1 over a month eerlier was a
pgain of 0.8 per cent in thc woekly salarics and wages disbursed by the reporting
ostablishmonts, The increms¢ was limited to the non-manufecturing industries, Lowered
payrolls were roportod, on the whole, in the factory group, largly as a result of
the observance of the Viectcria and the /Ascension Day Holideys in the week under
review, us compared with the sam: woek in 1948, the general inlex number of payrolls
showed an increuso of seven per cent at Juno 1 this year,

The trend of employment was favourable in all provinces and in each of the mein
industriel divisions. Moderate advances were recarded in menufocturing, in which the
gain of U.8 por cent was somowhat below-normal in extent. Jfimong the non-manufacturing
classes, thorc werc markod advances in logging, duc in the main to river-driving
operations in tho eastorn and central provinces., Mining, communications, transportzation,
hotels and restaurants, tradc and construction alsc showed considorable expansion,

The largest increasos were 40.4 per cent and 9.6 per cent in logging and construction,
respectively. The gain in the former was above-normal for the time of year, while that
in construction was less-than-avorage, pertly due to a dispute in the building industry
in the Toronto arca.

Veckly oarnings in the cight major industries =-- as roviscd since issuwe of an
advance statomont earlicr this month -~ everaged 42.34 at June 1 as comparod with
V43,19 at Moy 1. The decline from the beginning of May wes dus partly tc obsorvance
of public holideys and partly to variation in the industrial distribution of employ-
mont and a roduction in working hours in certain osteblishments. The average at June 1
last year was 40,02, (1)

3

SECURITY PRICE IN) EX®S

iugust 11, 1949  Lugust 4, 1949 July 14, 1949

(193 5-37=103)

Investors'! Frice Index

(106 Common StoCkS) vupreres. 103,9 - 106,8 14,7
32 Industrials sepececesees R, 1 109,2 93,0
36 UNLIERETEE 17, oot v ie 12, d: k1687 114 .6

8 Bﬂ.ﬂl(s I i T e WU b ol |l o b o ol o] 13302 }-32.3 130¢5

dining Stock Frice Index

(30 SHEEES] wee/ns « oi v sined 39.5 39.6 849
25 Gclis S98P0S aptro 7402 75.4 7007
5 Bage MOORLE '\ (inngsasas 119.1 15Ewd 112 4
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i
CANADILN LiBOUR INCOME Camdian labour income in ey amountcd to 4619,000,000,
INCRE..SED DURING M.AY showing an inercase of ;12,000,000 over the preccding month,
: and 449,000,000 or nine per cent cbove lloy last year,
accerding tc the monthly estimate by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics.

Increases in labour income occurred dur ing tho month in 2ll industrisl scetors
with tho excoption of menufecturing, whare a slight decrease tcok placo; this was
affected by a ccmparatively short work-wcek at the ond of May. Most of the increases
in industrial totals were rclated to secasonal influences. Logging, after showing a
decrease in fipril, advanced in May, dus to a great oxtent to accelerated forestry
activity in tho Maritimes., Increascd employment in both the buildirg and highway con-
struction ficlds was responsible for increcsed labour incowe in the cunstruction industry,

Employment conditions in the nine leading non-agriculturzl industries continued
to improve, the index of omployment advancing from 188,0 on May 1 tc 193.1 on June 1.
On the other hand, avurage woeekly earnings for the same industries declined from $43.10
on Moy 1 to v42,31 on Junc 1. This drop, however, was over-balanced by tho better
omploymont situation, resulting in a highcr Canadien labour income figurc for tho
month, (3)

——

WHOLES.,IE S..IES IN JUNE Dollar scles of wholesalers were seven per cent higher in

June than in the same month last year, and two por cent
abcve tho dollar volume for Moy this year, according to roturns submitted by 369
wholesalers representing nine lincs of trade. Cumulative seles for the first six months
of this year wore five per cent over the volume for the corresponding period of 1948,

iccording to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, the gencral unadjusted index,
on the base 1935-39=100, stood at 309.4 for June, 303,0 for lMay, and 290,0 for June
last year,

Gentinuing ths trend of thc past fow months, the Prairic Provinces in Junc roccorded
the groatost incroase over June last yoar with salos up 10 per cent. Ontario and British
Columbia followed with gains of eight per cent and seven per cent, respectively., Whole-
salers 1n (Guebec recordod an increase of two per cent in dollar volume of salos, whilec
practically no change was rogistered in the Maritime Provinces,

Dollar sales of fruits end vegetebles were mointained at a lovel considcrably
above that far June last yeor with a gain of 21 per cent, while gutomotive equipmont
and hardware dealers recorded increases of 10 per cent and nine por cent, rospoctively.
Sales of grocory wholesalers were seven per cent higher in dollar velume and gains cf
five and four por cent werc reported by drug wholesnlers and tobaceo and confectionery
wholosalers. Tho dry goods and cpperel trades reported a drop in sales. Footwoar
wholeszlurs' scles were down five per cent, clothing wholusalers' sales cight e cent,
and those of dry goods wholeszlers® decrecased 12 per cent,

Inventories of wholosnlers in the nine lines of trade surveyed at the ond of Junc
wore nine per cent higher in dollar volue than at the corresponding date in 1948, Hardware
wholesalers reported the greatest increase at 15 per cent, Stuocks of cutomotive squipment
and tobecce and confectionory wholeszlers wore both 11 por cont higher. Dry goods, grocery,
clothing and drug wholesalers had incrozscs ranging from seven to two per cent, On the
other hend, fruit and vegoteble dealors' inventorics wore dcvm nine per cent, whilo
foutwear wholesalers reported a drop of 11 per cont.

Stocks held by wholesale grocers at the beginning of Juns are normally 20 por cont in
excoss of sales in that month (btased on the average for thc years 1936-1942), This year
they wore volucd one por cent lower than the sales for that month, whercas last year
Stocks were four per ceat in excoss of the June sales. ()
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MOTOR VEEICLE S.LisS FINANCES  Financing of salss of motor vehiclaes, both new and
U2 SHRFLY IN dlLF-YE.R us¢d, were sharply higher in the first helf of this

yeer than in the curresponding poriod last yeoar, the
increase in used vehiclos cxesoding slightly that in now vehicles,

* sccording to the Jominion Bureau of Statistics, a total of 110,085 units wers
financed to thoe extent of le4,54O JJJ in the six months as cvmﬂarod with 76,034
vehicles financed for an amount of ;70,515,000 in the corresponding 1948 periad,
making increases of nearly 45 per cent in number and 42 rer cent in aagregate
financed valus,

Now vohicles accounted for apmroximately one-third of the number financed in
the perizd and .,l.thtly moro than half the aggrogate financed value at 37,041 units
for an amount of (53,342,000, These figures compare with 25,736 vehicles financed
for 438 $033,000 last yoar, the incroascs this year in number and vclue belng clossely
tonothor at approximately 44 =nd 45 por cent, respoctively, Of the half-yoar total,
22,330 were passengor cors amd 14,153 commorcial units, @ains over last year amounting
to 67 per cent for the former and 13 por cont for the latter,

Uscd vehicles financed in the half-ycar totalled 73,044 for an emount of 5l,-
195,500 as compaved with 59,293 for 33,683,000 last yoar, incresscs of 45 and 52 por
cunt, respectively. irassenpor cors were up 50 per cent over tie first helf of i A
numberln 60,971 as against 40,060, while commcrcial wvehicles increased 27 rer cent
at 12 973 comparcd with 1v,232.

Motor vehicle finencing showed a somewhat grester rate of increase uver o yoar
carlior during June than in the half-yoar, a total of 23,39¢ units being financed
for 421,239,300 in the montk, 51 per cent highet in nunber and doller volume than
the 15,436 VOthle financed for 14,110,050 in Junc last year. lasscnger cars,
toth new and used, accounted faor tho Groator part of tht increase, gains in commercial
vohicles being rclqtl rely modoerate,

Thoro worce 4,326 now passcngor cars financed in June for .:5,726,000 as comperocd
with 2,253 units for 2,823,,00 a yoar carlier, inercascs of 92 and 102 per cont,
rospectively. Usod passcnger cars numbercd 13,432 as comperod with 7 RN S ke
cent, and their finenced valus, 3,833,000 comparcd with 05,584,000, an incrcase of
58 por cent. New commcreial vehicles financed woro up 20 poer ccnt in numter and
17 per eent in value at 2,805 for L4,590,00u, while used commercial vehicles roso
32 por cont in number and 18 por cent in value at 2,663 for 42,385,009, (10)

s

HLOK OF CORMED SPINACH Conmercial pack of canncd spinach this yoar amsunted to

213,715 dozen cans as comjercd with 97,626 in the yreccding
. ysar, according to proliminury figuros issued by tho Dominion Burecu of Statisties,
The net weicht of ccntonts pgoreqatoed 2,553,293 pounds as against 1 »391,754 a year
agos, The ‘amsunt qulnh frozeon, rat Lorme-précess 47, was 221,919 pounds, Jomostically
frown rai. spinach, acquired by cannoing and jrocessing firms, totalled 3,276,359 pounds,
while imports amounted to 213,733 raw pounis. (licm, l)
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DEP/RTMENT STORE SLLES Department store sales rose four per cant in July over

UP FOUR PER CENT IN JULY the corrusponding month last yoar, accurding to proliminary
figures roleasced by the Dominion Bureeu of Statistics,

411 rogions of the country participatod in the rise excopt luocboc whorc thero was a

decline of two por cunt. The geain in .Llberte was 10 por cont, Saskatchewan nine,

Manitote oight, British Columbia soven, the Maritimos four, and Onteric ono por cont.

Prcliminary compileticns for the woek onding Lugust 6 show a declino in sales of
two por cent for Canade as a whole, doclines in oasterm Canade meore than counter-
balancing advances in westorn soctions, The rise in Saskatchowan was 10 per cont,
Jilberta and British Columbia cach six por cont, ani Menitoba three¢ por cont. There
was a doclino of four por cont in tho Moritimes ond six per cont in Quebec and Ontario,

RESIDENTL.L BUILDING Activity in residential building construction in Canada
SHOWS INCRE..SED ..CTIVITY was stepped up in the first fivc months of this year,

complotions and sterts bsth showing substantial gains
over the same poriod last yoar, according to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics,

Thero were 32,451 dwclling units complotod in the poricd compared with 24,582
in the likc period of 1943, a goin of nearly one-third; sterts numbered 29,671
compared with 26,359; and tho ostimatcd numbor under construction at the end of
Mey was 53,533 as against 56,456 at tho boginning of the yeer., In May, 7,374 units
worc comploted in Cannda compered with 6,284 in the corresponding month last yovar.
i brookdown of the typos of dwellings completed shows that epproximately 29 per cont
are for rental purposes, the remainder being for owner-sccupancy, Starts wero made
in May on 12,809 units comparcd with 11,407 a yeer ocarlicr.

Ontorio had the larpgest number under construction at the ond of the month at
20,692, followed by wucboce with 13,557, British Columbia 7,006, 4Llborta 4,467,
lianitoba 2,260, Nova Scotic 2,254, Saskatchowan 1,977, Now Brunswick 1,185, and
Prince Edward Island 135.

Among the largor motropolitan arecs thore wore 8,482 under construction in
Montreal, 4,802 in Torontc, 4,151 in Vancowvor, 1,663 in Winnipeg, 1,130 in Hamilton,
866 in London, 843 in Victoria, 490 in Windsor, 435 in ucbee, 431 in Ottawa, 324 in
Halifex, and 275 in Saint John. (11)

CO.,L PRODUCTION IN JULY Coal production in Canade during July was lowor than a

yoar ago for the fourth succossive month, but total output
for the first seven months this year romained above last year, Output in the month
declinod 19 por ceoent from July last yoar, but for the cumulative pericl was two per
cent above tho similar poriod of 1948. Imports werc down 53 per cent in tho month
and 17 por cont in the cumulative period.

dccording to preliminary figures roeleased by the Dominion Burcau of Statistics,
the all-Canade output in July amounted to 1,100,300 tons as compared with 1,361,700
o yoar carlior. During tho soven-month pericd, production advanced to 10,187,600
tons as against 9,943,500 in the same porisd of 1948. Imports amcunted to 1,654,900
tons as compared with 3,487,600 a yoar ago, bringing the total imports for tho
year to date to 12,389,500 tons against 14,866,600 in tho likc period of 1948,

Production by mines in [lbcrta was 446,900 tons in July as compared with 551,900
in July last year, and in Nova Scotia 483,700 tons compared with 526,300, Total for
British Columbia and the Yukon combined was 101,200 tons apeinst 208,500, Now Brunswick
39,100 tons (44,500), and Seskatchcwan 29,400 tons (30,600)., (12)
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TENTRAL BEIECTRIC STLTION CUTUT Cutput of central elecctric staticns in Canada
ATOVE 1948 IN JUNE LND H.LF-YELR = declined 6,1 per cent in June frcm the record
monthly total attained in May, but was eight per
cont abovc the same month last year. Total for the first six months of this year
increasel four per cent cver the similar period of 1948, 4ll provinces shared in
the month's advance over last yoar with the cxcejption of Manitoba, where a slight
decline was rocorded; in the cupulative pericd, production was higher in all arecs,

fAccording to figuros iasucd by the Jominion Bureau of Statistiecs, the month's
output amounted to 4,013,065,00. kilowatt hours 2s compared with 4,271,927,000 in
May anl 3,717,0619,920 in June last year. In the six-month period, 23,462,350,000
kilowatt hours were produced as zgainst 22,523,614,000 in the like 1948 period.

Consumption of primry power advanced in June to 3,431,039,0.0 kilowatt hours
from 3,330,957,090 a year age, and in the half year to 29,706,990,000 kilowatt
hcurs from 22,193,660,000, Expoerts to the United States in June were 155,169,000
kilowatt hours compared with 169,390,0.0, anl in the cumulative period 1,007,989,030
kilowatt hours against 920,621,000,

June iroduction was as follows by jrovinces, totals for June last year being
in brackets (figures in thousands): frince Edward Island, 1,302 (1,310) kilowatt
hours; Nova Scotia, 53,128 (56,137); New Brunswick, 57,769 (57,3+d); (uebec, 2,325,178
(2,999,988); Ontario, 1,206,873 (996,529); Manitoba, 152,691 (152,698); Saskatchewan,
06,413 (60,239); Alberta, 60,330 (54,064); and British Columbia, 238,821 (239,206), (13)

RenILaiY FREIGHT L. INGS Revenue froight carried by Canadion railways during
D0WN IN JJMIL .NU FOUR MONTHS  .pril totalled 11,337,127 tons, off 343,248 tons or
6.9 per cont from the similar period of 1948,

Loadings at Conadian stations wero down 4.1 rer cent to 8,603,349 tons from 8,963,477
tons in ipril last yocr, and receipts from foreign connections declined from 3,211, -
398 to 2,733,770 tons, roeflecting a decreased volume of imports and intransit freight.

Cumulative totals to the cnd of ipril show 45,553,206 tons carried by Canadian
railways comjared with 48,331,223 tons in the same perisd last year, a daecrease of
S _per el

Inercecos over Lpril last yoar in loadings of rovenuo freight wers shown only
in agricultural products, which rose from 1,505,340 to 2,077,940 tons, due mainly to
wheat advancing 609,743 tons to 1,244,553 tons, Jnimal jroducts were o»ff 32,615 tons
to 158,840 tons.

ifmong mine prulucts, the tobal coal movement dropped some 552,000 tons from
April, 1948, but lonlings of iron and copper ores imgroved and crule petroleum registered
a sharp advance. Forest products from Canalian peints dropped to 937,063 tons compared
with 1,359,547 tons. {(14)
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RATINLY CPERLTING REVENUES Operating revenues of the principel Canadian railways

L&D RXPENSES UP IN LY during May -- including Nowfoundland lines of tho
Canadian National Railways -- amounted to nearly $72,-

215,000 as compared with 71,001,000 in the samo month last yecar, an increase of
1.7 por cont. Operating expenscs jumped 10,5 per cont, rising from ¥63,031,000 in
May last yoar to 469,620,000, anl operating income declinod from $4,337,443 to $91,655.

Most operating accounts showed increases over May, 1948. Freight revenus increased
1,3 por cent tu 57,708,000, while passcnger revenus -- aided by farc advances ==
rose throe per ccnt. Mcil revenues were off slightly but oxpress was up 19,8 per
cent, cnd other passenger train revenus 15.6 por cent to 889,183 for the month,

Maintenance of way and structures celimbod 12 por cont ovor Mey last yoar to
¥15,324,488, whilc maintcnance of cquipment charges advanced 17.9 por cont to $16,-
206,173, Transportation cxpenses were 32,137,494, up 7.1 per cent, and gonoral
oxponscs at $3,472,148 increased 9.5 por cent. Tex accruals eased from 2,424,000
to 41,392,000, whilo hire of cquipmert and joint rentals zlsc declined,

The tonnage »f rovenue freight carried decrcased 4.6 per cent to some 12,899,000
tons, but ton miles dropped unly 2.2 per cent. Revenue passengers numbered 11,7 per
cent less at 2,366,004, but tho average journey increacsed from 97 to 100 miles. (15)

CANAL TRAFFIC INCRELSED  Freight tonnage through Canadian ecanals in June totalled

10,8 PER CENT IN JUNE 3,287,600 tons, up 10,8 per cent or 321,200 tons ovoer tho

Same month last year. .« much larger volume of wheoot
featured the advonco over 1948, Vesscels locked during the month totalled 3,200
compared with 3,000 one year carliecr while in addition 3,100 pleasurce craft passed
as ogeinst 2,500, Passenger traffic was off five per cent at 8,500 for the month.

Traffic on the Sault Ste, Marie canals -- Canadian ond United States locks -~
aggrogetod 15,793,100 tons against 16,017,800 tons in June last yoar, Traffic
castbound was much heavicr this Junc but westhound doclined 1,000,000 tons duo to
roduced movement of soft coal., Gains in castbound volume were shown in iron aore
up from 12,947,500 to 12,743,000 tons, othor grain at 312,100 against 174,000 tons
and in flour, whcat, and scrap iron. Dceclines were noted in pulywood off someo
37,000 tons, structural stesl, stonc and othor freight moving downward, Westbound
cozl wms groatly roduced but 0il and gasoline inereasod from 127,300 to 167,800 tons
and stono and other froight improved over the previous June, Total passengers
advaneed from 8,500 to 10,800, and vessel passages from 2,900 to 3,200,

Froicht continucd to movo through tho Wolland Ship canal in incroased volumo,
tho tonnago boing 1,883,400 compared with 1,637,600 in Junc, 1948, an advance of
15.6 ror cont. Thore were 972 vesScls as aganinst 809 passagos a yeer age, and
passengers rose from 752 tc 1,900, Gains cver June last ycar were shown in barloy,
carn, rtc, wheat which incrcasod from 31,900 to 264,600 toms, flour, petroluem,
sugar, pulpwoed, autos and perts, paper up from 17,100 to 29,200 tens, and in scft
coal, iron ore and send, Declines wero limited to oats, gasoline, woodpulp which
dropped from 5,200 to 594 tons and all other freight off from 283,700 to 201,400 tons.

Total freight tonnage on tho St. Lawronce canals geined 4,1 per cent over tho
proceding June at 1,012,200 tons comparcd with 972,500 tons. Improvomont was rogistored
in berley up from 10,400 to 22,800 tons, and in corn, ryo, wheat advancing to 187,200
tons from 114,500, flour, gasoline, sugar, autos, peper, hard coal, sand and other
freighte Petroloum oils declined from 120,200 to 81,200 tons, pulpwoud from 76,000
to 59,400 tons, and woodpulp from 6,600 to 944 tons, Soft coal shipmonts were reducod
from 344,600 to 270,400 tons., The numbor of vesscls was down slightly but rogisteraed
tonnago inereasoed. (16)
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RELEASED DURING THE WEEXK -~ (The numbers in this list corrcspond with thosc at tho
end of news items, indicating the report on which an item is based).

Roports and Bulletins

1. hugust Estimatc of Production of Prinecipal Field Crops (10 cents).
2. Canadian Grain Statistics - Weekly (10 ccnts).
3. Stocks of Grain at July 31, Canada (10 cents).
4. Stocks of Fruit and Vegetables, sAugust 1 (10 cents).
5. Cold Storago Holdings of Fish, sugust 1 (10 cents).
6. Index Numbors of Farm Prices of .agricultural Products, Junc (10 cents).
7. Employment Situation Togothcr with Payrolls, Junc (25 cents),
8. Canalian Labour Income in Canada, kay (10 cents).
9. Wholesalc Trede, Junc (10 cents).
10. Financing of Motor Vehiclo Sales, June {10 conts).
11, Housing Bulletin No, 17 (10 cents).
12, Preliminary Roport on Coal Production, July (10 cents).
13, Contral Electric Stations, Junc (10 conts).
14, Monthly Traffic Report of Reilways of Canada, 4April (10 cents).
15. Operating Revenues, Expenses and Statistics of Railways in Canada,
May (10 cents).
16. Summary of Cenal Trafic, Junc (10 cents).
17. Carloadings on Camndian Railways - Weekly (10 cents).
18. Estimated Fopulation by Marital Status and Scx, Canada and tho Provincos,
1931-1947 (10 cents).
19. Population of Newfoundland by Birthplace, Country of /llegiance and Sex,
1945 (10 conts).
20, Shipments and Inventorics of Prepared Stock and Poultry loeds, Moy (25 conts).
21, Railway Rewvenue Freight Lcadings, July (10 cents).

Menocrande

1. Pach of Spinach, 1949 (Preoliminary) (10 cents).
2. Statisties on Hides, Skins and Leather, Juns (1% cents).
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