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--— HIGHLIGHTS Q0¥ THIS IQSUB--~—

CANADA'S OFFICIAL COST-OF-LIVING INDEX rose frorn 158.9 at December 1 to 159.6 at
the beginning of Janusry, exactly offsettinz the decline during the previous
month. While all budget indoxes were firm, more than half of the rise was due to
changes in service rates, including heslth, personzl care, laundry =nd fuel gos,
which are priced only at annual intervals because of their characteristic stability.

INDUSTRILL EMFLOYMENT /ND PLYROLLS showed further slizht increases at the beginning
of December, due for the most purt to sezsonally heightened activity in logging
and, metzil  teades

NUMBER OF CLATEHED FILED FOR UNEMIIOVIENT INTURANCE BENEFITS showed = considerszble
increz2se in December with =211 provinces contributing to the incresse.

CANLDA'S TRON AND STEEL MILLS orperated at near-caracity levels in 1948 tu prodwe
record tonnagts ef stewl, pig iron and ferro-alloys

RETAIL B.LES TH CaNADL last yesr were 11 per cent higher in dollar volume than in

FREIGHT TRAFFIC ON CiNaDi'S LiRGER CANAL SYSTEMS was considerebly heavier in 1948
than in the preceding year.

CRE/MERY BUTTER PRODWTION in January advanced 733,000 pounds over the same month
of the preceding year, continuing the incresses recorded in the two preceding months.

CiNADA'S BIKTH RATE fell to 26,4 rer 1,00C populetion in the first half of 1948 from
the recent high figure of 29.8 in the same period of 1947, reversing the general
upward tremd of wartime and previous poStwar ysars.

STOCKS OF C/N/DIAN WHEAT in store or in transit in North America at miduight on
January 27 amounted to 161,473,0CC bushels, showing a decline of 5,795,000 bushels
from the Jenuary 2C¢ ficure, but up 36,974,C0C bushels over last year's corresponding
Wwoals

CANADA'S EXIORTS OF WHELT .NJ WHEAT FIOUR in terms of wheat during the five months
of the 1948-49 crop year ending December 31, show an increase over the similar
period of the preceding crop yezr, totalling 83 million bushels as against 77.4
million bushels.
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COST-QF-LIVING INDFX Exactly offsetting the decline during the previous month,
B/CK TO NOVEMBER LEVEL Cannde's officinl cost-of-living index rose from 158.9

at December 1 to 159.6 at the beginning of January. While
2ll budget indexes were firm, more than half of the rise was due to changes in
sarvice rates, including heath, personal care, lesundry and fuel gas, which are
priced only at annual intervals becsuse of their ciaractoriatic stability.

At the January level, the cost-of-living index is 11.3 points above that
shown for the same time last year. From August 1939 to the beginning of January
this yeer the increase amounted to 58.35 per cent.

The food index rose from £02.0 at the beginning of December to 202.%2, with
further declines in egg =2nd fruit prices acting as a partial offset to generally
firmer levels for other foods. Fuel and light moved up from 129.1 to 130.0.

The clothing index rose from 181.5 to 1€1.9, and homefurnishings and services
from 166.2 to 167.0, on scattered increases which affected nearly all sub-groups.
The advance in miscellanenus items from 124.6 to 126.6, reflected changes in health
and personal care services. The rentals index remained unchanged at 121.7.

At January 3 this yeer the standing of the cost-of-living index was 7.6 per
cent higher than a year earlier. Anong the group indexes the-greatest increase
during the 12 months was in tke clothing index, which rose 12.8 per cent from 161.2
to 181.9. TFjyod was second with an inerease of nearly 11 psr cent, fromn 182.2 to
202.27 followed by fuel and light, up rearly eight per cent from 120.4 to 130, O
and by homefurnishings and services w1th a1 lncrease of 5.4 per cent from sa. 4
to 167.0. The miscellaneous index rose 3.3 per cent from 122.6 to 126.6, while the
rent index advanced =bout 1.5 per cent from AL M) Coetiifenivd

UNEMPLOYMENT INSURUNCE CLiLIMS  Therc was a considrable increase in the number of
HIGHER IN DICEMBER claims filed for unemployment insurance bensfits

in Decemter with all provinces contributing to the
rise. The December totel of claims filed stands 2t 114,506 as compared with 73,119
in November and 79,848 in Dece¢mber, 1947, according to the Dominion Byreau of Stat-
istics. Ordinary claims on the live unemployment register et the end of December
totalled 144,058 as against 83,710 at the end of November and 94,525 at the end of
December, 1947,

A total of 99,802 persons received one or more benefit payments in December
aggregating $3,592,155 for 1,687,804 unemployed compensated days, compared with
64,960 persons pald 52,283 oSé for 1,106,864 compensated days in November and 69,097
persons paid $2,544,796 for 1,315,282 conrensated days during December, 1947. The
average duration of the unemployment compensated wes 16.9 days in December 470
days in November and 19-C days in Dscember, 1947.

The average amount of benefit paid per beneficiary wes $35.99 in December,
$35.15 in November and $36.83 in Dacenber, 1947, while the average amount of benefit
paid per compensated day of unemrloyment was $2.13 i » December, $2.06 1in November
and $1.93 in December a year earlier.
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FURTEER SLIGHT GAINE IN Industrial amployment and payrolls showed further slight
IMPIOYMENT !(ND PLYROLLS incresses at the beginning of December, due for the most

part to seasonally heightened activity in logging and
retail trade. Curtsilment was indicated in manufacturing as a whole, and in
mining, transportation, construction =nd maintenance, and hotels and restaurants.
To a large extent, these losses were also Seasonal in character.

ncecording to information received by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics from
19,561 leading establishments in the eight major industrial divisions, their employees
at Decenber 1 totalled 2,118,698, and the disbursements in weekly smlaries and weges,
+89,415,000. The rise in employment was C.2 per cent, and in salary and wage pay-
ments, 0.4 per cent. The per capita weekly earnings rose to $42,20 from $542.14
at November 1, and $38.28 a year earlier.

Based on the 1926 avergge as 100, the general index number of employment at
Docamber 1 reached a new all-time m-ximum, standing at 204.1 as compared with 203,6
in the preceding month and 199.6 at December 1, 1947. The index of payrolls, based
on June 1, 1941 as 100, stood at 218.7 n35 compared with 218.0 at November 1, end
193.9 at December 1, 1947. In the 12 months from December 1, 1947 to December 1, 1948
there were increases of Z.3 per cent in the index of employment, and 12,8 per cent
in the payrolls index.

In the manufacturing group as a whole the employecs numbered 1,082,620 at
December 1, a slight decline of 0.1 per cent from November 1., There were, however,
marked changes in several industries. This was notably so in the food, lumber and
pulp and paper group, where there were considerable declines, =nd in textiles,
tobacco, =and iron and steel plants, in which fairly lerge adveances in employment
wors indicated.

Seasonal activity in bush work resulted in substantisl additions to the
personnel of leading logging operetors, their staffs risingito 104,897, or by
744 per cent. In mining, therec were sdvances in employment |in cosl mines, but
losses in the extraction of other ron-metzllic minerals, and the group total fell
0.4 per cent to 85,000,

There were slight declines in employment in cormunications snd transportation
with 49,483 and 186,834 employees, respectively., Employment in construction and
maintenance showed a seasoral decline of 4.1 per cent to £43,568 employees. Activity
in the services group Was also lower, there being curtailment in hotels and restaur-
ants, laundries and dry-cleaning establishments, ani the group total fell 1.3 per
cent to 68,858, Seasonal expansion in employment in trade raised the total to
297 /669, 3x by 38 par cent.

DIP.RTLENT STORE SALES  Continuing the upward trend, department store sales rose
UP 11 PER CENT IN WEEK 11 per cent during the week ending January 29 as compared

with the corresponding week a yvar earlier, according to
Tigures releasel by the Dominion Bureamu of Statistics. Lzrgest gains were shown
for Saskatchewan and the liaritime Provinces, with respective increases of 20 per
cent and 19 per cent. Alberte followed with a rise of 18 per cent, Manitoba 11 per
cent, Ouebec 10 per cent, an Ontario seven per cent. Figurcs for British Columbia
are not availetle.
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RETLIL SiIES INCREASED 14 PER CINT IN Topped off by an increase of 14 per cent in

DICEMBER _ND 11 PER CZNT IN YER December and the highest value of Christmas
trade on record, retail sales in Cannda

last year were 1l per cent higher in doller volume than in 1947. The year's gain

wes elmost exactly the same as that shown in 1947 over 1946, Increases were registered

in ell regions of Cannde both in December and in the year.

Sharpest geins in the month were in department stores, food stores, and shoe
stores, all of which had increascs of 18 per cent. December salcs incresases for the
threc trades in the apparel group -- family clothing, men's clothing and women's
clothing -~ were similar to the =verage gain for retail trade es a whole.

In the 12 months, lergest gein over 1947 was 16 per cent shown by women's
clothing stores, followed closely by variety ond department stores with increases
of 14.6 and 14 per cent, respectively. Food store sales had a l2-month rise of
13.9 per cent,

The year's gain in hardware store sales was 9.4 per cent, family clothing stores
elight per cent, men's clothing stores 7.6 per cent, country general stores 7.5 per
cent, drug stores 6.4 per cent, ~2nd redio and electrical stores, 6.2 per cent.
Restaurant sales rose five per cent during 1948, and furniture and jewellery stores
four per cent each.

Largest percentoge gains were shown in 1948 then in 1947 by variety stores,
restaurants, wonen's clothing stores, and drug stores. Radio store sales, which
had shown a sharp rise of 32.4 per cent in 1957 showed z maderate increase of
Six per cent in 1948. Jewellery store snles which had declinsd eight per cent in
1947 rose almost four per cent in 1948.

CURRENT WHELT EXFORTS Cnpada's export of wheat and of wheat flour in terms of
LBOVE PREVIOUS CROF YZ/R wheat during the five months of the 1948-49 Crop year

ending December 31, show en incresse over the similer
period of the preceling crop year, totalling 8% million bushels as against 77,4
million bushels.,

The gain in the aggregate was due to substentislly increascd shipments of the
grain. These amountecd to 59.6 million bushels compared with 48.2 million in the
194748 period. Exports of whest flour full off to the equivalent of 23.4 as against
29.5 million bushels.

Shipments of whent weore made to eight British and 13 foreign countries dur ing the
last five months of 1948. Exports to the United Kingdom accounted for four-fifths
of the total, at 48,315,000 bushels. Destinations of next largest quantities were:
Itnly, 2,449,764 bushels; India, 2.170,802; Isrpt, 1,718.248; Norway, 957 ,830; Union
of South Africa, 909,329; Malta, 897,848 Eirs, 687,067; Switzerland, 600,000 bushels.,

Wheat flour was cxported in large an? small quantities during the period to no
less than 71 different countries, 22 being British and 49 foreign. A4Ls in the case
of wheat, the United Kinglom was the najor destination for flour, with shi pmen ts
equal to 10,154,021 bushels of wheat. Trinidad and Tobago with 1,099,454 and New-
foundland with 919,310 bushcls equivalent were next among British countries, while
Italy with 2,159,568, Philippine Islands with 1,28C,196, Syria with 1,818,036 and
Venezuela with 895,689 bushsls were the top destinations among foreign countries.
Other larger purchases of Cenadian flour were Hong Kong, Pakistan, Jamaica, Leeward
and Windward Islands, Union of South Africu, British Guiamna, Barbados and Palestine,
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STOCKS /ND M.ERKETINGS OF Stocks of Canadian wheat in store or in transit in North
WHELT /ND COLRSE GRAINS America at midnight on January 27 amounted to 161,473,000
bushels, showing a decline of 3,795,000 bushels from the
January 20 figure of 165,268,000, but up 36,974,000 bushels over last year's corres-
ponding total of 124,499,000 bushels, according to the Dominion Bureau of Stetistics.

Deliverios of wheat from farms in the Prairie Provinces during the week ending
January 27 amounted to 1,116,000 bushels as compared with 1,503,000 in the corres-
ponding woek last yeer. Export clesrances during the weok totalled 3,057,00C bushels
as against 4,045,000 a yecar ago.

The following quantities of coarse grains were also delivered from frrms in the
Prairie Provinces during the weck ending Tanuary 27, totals for the same week last
year being in brackets: oats, 506,000 (978,000) bushels; barley, 618,000 (591,000);
rye, 111,00C (52,000); flaxseed, 25,000 (20,000),

CRELMIRY BUTTER QUTRIT  Creamery butter production in Janu=sry advanced 739,000
HIGHER IN JANUJRY rounds over the sane month of the preceding year, continuing

the incresses recorded in the two previous months. The
total production was 9,696,000 pounds, 8.3 per cent higher than a year ago. 1In
November and December the gains were nine and 16.4 per cent, respectively.

Cheese production fell 220,000 pounds in January below the quantity produced
in January 1948, the total output of 751,000 pounds declining arpproximately 23 per
cent. This decline has been continuous for many months,

OQutput of concuntrated milk products amounted to 16,434,000 pounds as against
12,982,000 in the same month of the preceling year, o rise of 26,6 per cent. The
quantity of ice cresm manufactured in Jaausry was 996,000 #allons zs compared with
1,013,060C. 1a the scme month last yeer.

SOCKS OF LALREY PRORUCTS  Stocks of creamery butter on February 1 totelled 27,980,000
pounds, down from 7,397,000 on January 1 and 31,561,000

pounds on the corresponding date last year, sccording to the Dominion Byreau of

Statistics. Chuese stocks fell from 34,556,000 pounds on Janunry 1 to 31,227,000,

but were up over the February 1, 1948 figure of 26,933,000 pounds,

Stocks of evaporated whiyle milk held by or for manufacturers on Fgbruary 1
at 13,992,000 pounds, were substantially lower than the Jonuary 1 holdings of
16,271,000 pounds, but moved up sharply from last year's corresponding total of
3,405,000 pounds. Skim milk powder stocks were 7,053,000 pounds as compared with
7,901,000 on January 1 and 3,956,000 a year ago.

Holdings of shell eq¢s on February 1 amounted to 267,000 cases as compared
with 281,000 on Januery 1 and 514,000 a year ago. Stocks of poultry meat at February 1
declined to 15,012,000 pounds from the January 1 figure of 17,137,00C pounis, and
showed n sharp decresase from the February 1, 1948 total of 31,709,000 pounds,

BIRTES , DELTHS /ND Registrations of births, deaths and marriages in cities,
MiRRIAGES IN DICEMBER  towns and villages of Cansda havinga populetion of 10,000

and over were increased in December over the corresponding
month of 1947, Births increased 12 per cent, and deaths and marriages by three per
cent. Birthe numberced 14,974 compared with 15,322, dsaths 5,851 compared with 5,654,
and marricges 4,761 compared with 4,627,
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BIRTHS AND DL.TH RiATES Reversing the general upward trend of wartime and previous

TDOWN FIRST HLLF 1948 rostwar years, Canada's birth rate fell to 26.4 per 1,000
rorulation in the first half of 1948 from the recent high

figure of 29.8 in the snme period of 1947, The general mortality rete was slightly

lower at 9.6 compared with 9.8, =end the rate of natural increase fell from 20.0 to

16.8. The infant nortality rate rose from 48 in 1947 to 49, and the maternsal

feath rate was reduced 1.4 from 1.5,

Preliminary totals for the first half of 1948 show that live births numbered
169,392 as compared with 185,572 i: the first half of 1927, Stillbirths numbered
3,325 as against 3,913. Deaths totalled 61,788 compared with 61,013, and the
netural increase was 107,604 compared with 124,559, Marrisges totalled 49,720
compared with 55,149, giving a nmarriage rate of 7.8 as against 8.9.

Deaths under onc year numbered 8,347 as compared with 8,928 in the same period
of 1947, while deaths under one month totalled 4,596 compared with 5,179. There
were 245 maternal deaths compared with 284,

SECURITY FRICE INDEXES

February 3, 1949 January 27, 1949 January 6, 1949

(1935~39=1C0)
Investors' Price Index

(106 Common Stocks) ... 101085 112.2 HLLE 56,
B2 LRl SHISE Shms stererels 104.9 & 107.0 & 111.3
L6} Ukdl it el .00t o s dik7E, 2 X 117.8 L LI )
B BRnlcS S Gamltre = ihe s s o o e 13C.8 Ll 133.6

Mining Stock Price Index
(30 StOCkS) ® 4 P e e s 88-1 8704 8806
25 G:’lds LI B B BB I I B B B B R ) 70.1 68.0 68.5
5 Base MetalsS .evecoee LEEN6 126.2 129,0

X Change in index following the yearly revision of stocks in the index list.

OUTHUT OF REFINED PETROLHBUM PRODUCTS Canadian production of refined petroleum

HIGHER IN NOVEMBER rroducts increased 12.8 per cent in November
over the corresponding month of 1947, advencing

to 7,538,000 barrels from €,680,000. This brought the cumulstive output for the

11 months of the yecar to 75,087,000 barrels as compared with 67,286,000 in the like

period of 1947, a rise of 11.5 per cent.

Receipts of crude oil from ell sources of supply during the month rose to
8,541,000 barrels from the November, 1947 total of 6,787,000, raising the aggregate
for the ll-month period to 82,868,000 barrels from 70,903,000 in the like period
ORLESaT o

Recoipts of domestic erule again rose sherply in November, totalling 1,205,000
barrels compared with 573,000 & year earlier, end in the 11 nonths to 10,764,000
barrels compared with 6,212,000. Amount of imported crude received in November was
7,336,000 barrols compared with 6,213,000, and in the cumulative period, 72,103,000
barrels compared with 64,691,000.
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CRUDE PETROLEIM OUTHUT With production from the Leduc field agein sherply higher,

AT NEJ PEGK IN NOVIMBER Canade's production of crude petroleum and natural gasoline
rose to a new high record total of 1,265,000 barrels in

November, comparing with the October total of 1,206,000, and 731 OOO in November, 1947,

The previous high record was set in August 1948, when 1,245,000 barrels were produced,

The November figure brought the output for the first 11 months of 1%48 to 11,120,000

barrels es ngainst 6,963,000 in the similar period of 1947.

Leduc's output rose in November to 617 y000 barrels from 85,000 in the corres-
ponding ronth of 1947, and in the 11 months ending November to 5 »996,000 barrels
from 264,000. Crude output from the Turner Valley field fell from 599 00C barrels
to 3850, OOO and in the 11 months from 4,602,000 barrels to 4,082,000,

Production of natural gas in the month amounted to 5,502,573 M cubic feet as
compareld with <,676,152 M in October and 5,260,958 Ii in November, 1947. The November
output was the highest since March 1948, when €,070,587 M cubic feet were produced.,
Up to the end of November, output aggregatad 51,898,309 M cubic feet compasred with
46,792,514 1 in the 31m11ar paried ofyliSay

PRODUCTION OF IRON /ND STEEL Canada's iron and steel mills operated at near-capacity
+T HIGH FOINT TM 1948 levels in 1948 to produce record tonneges of steel,
Pig iron =nd ferro-alloys.

Prelininary figuros released by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics place the
yerr's output of steel ingots and cmstings combined at 3,202,000 tons, well above the
preceding yerr's total of 2,945,000 tons and three per cent higher than the wartime
peak of 3,110,000 tons in 1942, The currcnt total compares with 1,294,000 tons in 1938,

The year's output of pig iron amounted to 2,121,000 tons compared with 1,870,000
tons in the preceding year and 1,975,000 tons in 1942 -- the previous high flgure.
The total for 1948 was close to three tines the tonnage turned out in 1938,

The output of ferro-alloys also moved up sharply in 1948, totalling 251,000 tons
compared with 150,000 tons in 1947, and 209,000 tons in 1942, the highest of the wer
yeers. Production last year was four times the 1938 total of 63,000 tons.

SALES OF ELECTRIC STOR.GE B.TTERIES There was a sharp rise in the value of ssles
UP SHi,RFLY IN 1948 of electric storage batteries and parts by

principal Canadian producers in December and
for the calendar year 1948. The year's total amounted to $16,480,210 as compared
with $13,910,746 in 1947, and in Decenber, 31,948,794 as against 41,904,833 in
November and 1,319,909 in December, 1917.

The sales in the 12 months included 1,i27,845 batteries at 312,828,981 for the
starting and ignition of internal combustion engines, 2,606 batteries at $18,233 for
motorcycle sterting, 47,405 cells at 4508,639 for farm lighting plants, 10,528 cells
at 347,740 for railway service, cor lighting and signel, batteries valued at
»l1,991,104 for other purposes, 1nclu&1ng telephone, and miscellaneous parts and
supplies for batterics valued at §785,513.

STOCKS OF NON-FERRQUS SCRLP METAL Dealers' stocks of non-ferrous scerap metal at the
end of November were as follows, totals for the
first of the month being in brackets: aluminum scrap, 1,606,510 (1,746,505) pounds;
brass and bronze scrap, 6,902,470 (6,600,066); copper scrap, 3,282,690 (5 145,782}
megnesium scrap, 36,040 (06 990), nickel scrap, 217,226 (240 475); tin-lead scrap,
4,279,795 (4,596,898) ; zinc scrap, 648,265 (497,549); drosses, 1,403,824 (1,282,222).
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GAIN IN GOLD PRODICTION  Gold production in Canades moved upwnrd during November

CONTINUED IN NOVEMBER for the second successive month, reaching the highest
level for any ronth in 1948 and the highest since June,

1243, and inc¢reasing further the cumulative guir esrlier recorded over 1947.

Output for the month, as reported by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, amounted
to 311,347 fine ounces compared with 30€,928 in October 2nd 252,235 in November,
1947 . The figure for June, 1943, was 326,859 finc ounces. There wers sdvences
Oover 2 year ecrlier in =11 producing provinces, except Nova Scotis, the largest
increase as in earlier months being in Ontrrio, followed by Quebec.

During the 1l months ending November, production totanlled 3,200,640 fine ounces
a8 against £,795,468 in the similar period of 1947. Gains were slso shown in this
period in all producing provinces, except Nova Scotiz.

Nove.aber production by provinees, with Tigures ior November, 1947, in brackets
was as follows: Ontario, 179,523 (154,655) fine ounces; Quebec, 68,241 (51,284):
British Columbin, 24,643 (21,847); linnitoba and Saskstchewan, 16,920 (12,389);
Yukon, 12,162 (5,511); Northwest Territories, 9,815 (6,528); Nova Scotia, nil (2)}.

SALES OF CLaY PRODUCTS AT Continuing the geins of earlier months, producers' scles
MONTHLY PE.X IN NOVEMBLE of products nade from Canndian clays reached an all-tine
monthly high figure of $1,739,324 in November as compared
with $1,757,841 in October end $1,302,465 in November, 1947. This brought the
ll-month aggregate to $15,750,867 as against $12,823,591 in the like period of 1947.

Sales of all categories of clay products, except drain tile and fireclay blacks
and shapes, showed substantial gains in Npvember over a year ago. The month's
sales were as follows, those for November, 1947 being in brackets: building brick,
$949,091 ($671,354); structursl tile, $25C,783 ($189,876); drain tile, $101,865
($120,484); sewer pipe, ¥206,340 (§157,052); fireclay blocks and shepes, 430,704
($31,317); pottery, $120,695 ($74,664); other clay products, $79,846 (4:57,718).

PRODUCTION .ND SHIPIENTS OF Thers was a sharp increase in the supplies of Portland
RDRTLIND CEMENT IN 1948 cement in Canada in 1948, both production and shipuents
to customers rising to all-time record totals.

Preliminary figures ror the year compiled by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics
place the year's output at 14,007,000 barrels, showing an increase of nearly 15 per
cent over the 1947 production of 12,219,000 berrels and 32 per cent over 1946,
whon output amounted to 10,675,00C barrels. Shipments to customers rose to 14,099,000
barrels, 18 per cent higher than in 1947, and 22 per cent more than in 1946,

Year-end stocks at plants and warehouscs were reduced to 600,000 barrels from
731,000 at the e¢nd >f 1947, but were well above the 1946 total of 467,000 barrels.

During the 11 months ¢nd ing November, 1,083,000 barrels of Portland cement were
imported to supplemcnt domestic production compzred with 1,217,000 in the corres-
ponding period of 1947. ZExports in the s=zne pericd totslled 71,500 barrels compered
with 81,40C.
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C:NiL TRAFFIC HEAVIER IN 1948  Freight traffic on Canada's larger canal systems

: was considerably heavier in 1948 than in the preceding
year, according to summary figures for the year released by the Dominion Bureau
of Statistics,

Traffic through Cenadian and United States locks of the Sault Ste. larie cenals
during the year increased to 115,895,000 tons from 110,888,000 in the preceding ysar,
end comperes with & peak tonnage of 120,201,000 reached in 1941. Downbound iron ore
increased from 80,577,00C tons in 1947 to 85,232,000, and upbound soft cosl from
15,529,000 tons to 16,558,000, hard coal from 343,00C tons to 361,000, and stone from
1,215,000 tons to 1,323,000. Downbound wheat declined from 7,591,000 tons to 6,613,000,

Total traffic using the Wellend &hiiyp canal during the season increased from
11,806,000 tons in 1947 to 13,438,000, Whest shimments decreased from 1,798,000
tons to 1,748,000, petroleum and other oils from 1,572,000 tons to 1,433,000, cement
brick, line and plaster from 65,000 tons to 55,000, and iron and steel from 26,000
tons to 10,000. Shipments of soft conl rose from 4,153,000 to 5,045,000 tons, iron
ore from 1,176,000 to 1,646,000 tons, susuline from 814,000 to 842,000 tons, and
pulpwood from 501,000 to 523,000 tons.

Due mainly to henvy shipments of gascline and oils, total traffic using the
St. Lawrence canals incressed to 7,378,000 tons from 7,180,000 in 1947. Gasoline
increesed from 478,000 to 591,000 tons, petrdleun and other oils from 697,000 to
789,000 tons, and pulpwood from 560,000 to 569,000 tons. Corn declined from 75,000
to 55,000 tons, wheat from 940,000 to 888,000 tons, and soft coal from 2,940,000
to £,644,0CC tons.

OPER..TIONS OF C..li,DI.N R/IIW.YS IN NOVEMBER Operating revenues of Canedien railways
in November aggregated 8C,750,000, a
new peak for the yeer. This was $14,155,000 or 21.3 per cent higher than in November
e year earlier, but off nerrly $2,690,000 fram the peak established in October. The
net improvement over the previous November was mainly in freight revenues which rose
26.2 per cent to 67,553,000, while passenger revenues declined by 351,000 to $5,433,000,
or by 6.1 per cent. Express and mail recceipts were up $401,000 to $3,006,000,

Expenses reportel for the month also increased considerably, totalling $65,303,000
as against %5,709,000, for an increase of 17.2 per cent. Each gxpense item registered
an increase with maintenance rising 3,643,006 to 24,809,000, =nd trensportation
advancing $5,330,000 to $34,849,000.

In the income accounts, tax accruels, hire of equipment and rental of joimt
facilities were heavier, but operating income improved from 7,473,000 to @115 750, 0005
The net betterment of 4,278,00C gained over November, 1947, and was the best showing
for any month in 1948. Operating income was the highest since June, 1945,

For the 11 months of 1948, revenues increased from $7¢7,889,000 to $789,066,00C,
but opernting expenscs showed a greater increase and the operating income was reduced
from $45,819,00C to $28,075,000.

CARIDADINGS ON CiNaADILN RAIIN.LYS Carloadings on Canadian railways for the week
enied January 29 showed s slight increase, rising
to 71,850 cars from 71,77¢ cnrs for the preceding week, but were down from last
yenr's corresponding total of 73,189 cars. Grain declined from 5,837 cars in 1947
to 5,316, grein products from 3,200 to 2,257 cars, live stock from 1,975 to 1,501
¢ars, pulpwood from 7,091 to €,682 cars and lumber from 3,783 to 2,831 cars. Coal
increased from 5,425 to 6,883 cars, ores from 1,962 to 2,521 cars and gesoline
gnd olls £TOm 3,598 te £ 060 cars,
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CONTRACT DRILLING FOR FULLS Contrac Arilling for petroleum, natural gas and other
SHARPLY INCRE.LSED IN 1647 fuels in Caneds during 1947 increased sharply over the

previous yesr, while diamond drilling of mineral
Agposits (other than fuels) fell substantially below both 1946 and 1945,

Excluding drilling done by oil companies with their own equipment, the footage
drilled totalled 1,273,734 ms compared with S7(,948 in 1946, There were 48 firng
engaged in contract diamond drilling of mineral deposits other than fuels, comrpared
with 62 operators ir 1%4¢. Income received by these firme from their drilling
operations totazlled 8,635,476, down 0 per cent from 8,680,804 reported in 1946,

REFORTS ISSUED DURING THEE WK

le Preliminery Report »n Births, Death
of 1948 (25 cents).
2y Canadlian Grain Statistics - Weskly (10U cents).
3. Fisherivs Statistics of Canade, 1946 (50 cents).,
4. Coal Statistics for Canada, 1946 (5C cents).
S« Production of Tron and Steel, December (10 cents) .,
6. Registration of Births, Deaths and Marringes, December (1 cents) .
7. Farms Reporting Certain Crops and Classes of Livestock by Census Divieion
and Size of Taerm, S=skatchewan, 1946 (1¢ cents).
8., Cement, December {(1C cents),
9. Sales of FPaints, Varnishes and Lacquers, December (1 cents).
10. Grld Production, November (1C cents). _
1l: Dealers' lonthly Report on Non-Ferrous Serap Metal, November (1C cents),
12. Transit Rerort, October (1C cents).
13. Employment Situntion at the Beginning of December, Together with Fayrolls
(1G cents),
14, Products Made From Canadien Clays, November (10 -ents).
15. Deiry Factory Production, Jenuary (1G cents).
16. Stocks of Dairy and Poultry Produets, February 1 (10 cents).
17. Trade of Canada: Exports of Canadian =nd Foreizn Produce, December
and 12 lionths Ended December, 1948 (25 cents).
18. Retail Sales, December (10 cents). \
19. Farms Reporting Certain Crops and Classes of Livestock by Census Division
and Size of Farm, alberta, 1946 (1C cents),
2C. Refined Fotroleum Froducts, November (10 cents).
2l. Operating Results of Dry Goods, Fiece Goods and Footwear Wholesalers,
1947 (25 cents),
22. Monthly Irdexes of Retail Sales, 1947 (25 cents) .
23. Operating Revenues, Expenses ard Statistics of Railways, November (1¢ cents),
24 . Price Movements, Janvary (1G cents).
25. Carloadings on Cenadian Railways - Weekly (10 cents).
26. Summary ot Canal Statistics, December, and Season of Nevigation, 1948 (10 cent=),
27. Fetroleum and Natural Gas Production, November (10 cents!,
88. Factory Sales of Electric Storasge Batteries, December (1C cents).
£9. Stetistical Report on tke Operation of the Unemployment Insurance ict,
December (10 cents).
30. Contract Drilling in the Csanzdian Mining Industry, 1%47|(25 cents).
3l. Livestock and Animal Products Statistics, 1947 (50 cents).
32. Canadian Statistical Review, Janunry (35 cente).

and Merrisges in the Second Querter

16}

Coples of theze and other Bureau reports ray be ottsined on epplication to
the Jominion Statistician, Dominion Bureau of Statistics, Ottawa.
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