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CAMADA'S OPFISIAL COBY-0F-LIVLiNG INDEX ADVANCED from 161.6 for February 1, 1950 to
62547 for March 1 for a gain of 2.1 points. This marked & new post-war peak,
exceeding the previous high poirt of 162.8 for August 1, 1949,

. . .

CANADA'S CREDIT BALANCE 1N "RADE WITH ALL COTRNTRIES declinsd in Pebrueyy te §i,300, -
000 from the January rigure of $ll 800,000, showing a closely similar movement to
'&st year when the credit balance fell t0 v1,200,000 in February as compared with
15,200, 0C ia Jaruary

COMMODIVIES THpoa 3 SOUMIRIES IN FEBRUARY were valusd at ?200 200,000
a5 compmad wite 211, 900 000 in January, and q:>206 000,000 in Fabrua.ry, 1949.

HEQUES CASHED AGATNST INDIVIDUAL LCCCUNTS in Februery amounted to ¥5,999,800,000,
slightly above last year's corresponding total of 45,976,000,000,

VALUS CT INVENTORIES held by the menufacturing industries of Canada et the end of
Jomiery was slizhtly sbove the December level but about five per cent under January
last yaar |

TMENT STORE SALES DECREASED five per cent during the week ending ilarch 25 as
cn“}ared with the correspording week last year, all provinces sharing in the
loelvine sxeayt Manitobe where zalee remained unchangod.

<l iy OFERATING REVENUES ..ND EXPENSES rcached new high record levels in 1949.
nﬁorating revenues rose to $885,354,000 from $866,549,000 in 1948, and oxpenses
vivanced to ;822,572,000 from §798 4ll 000, Tho net rosult was an operating

incore of 31, 469 000 for 1949, a decrease of 3,503,000 from the previous year's

rovien] total of €24,972,000.

ARVENTS TRUTOHT TCADES O CANADIAN FAILWAYS during tho week cnded April 1 amounted to
2,810 sars, 2 decrasss of about vne per cent from the same week last year.

STOCHS OF CAMAKDTIAN WEEAD IN JTORB or in transit in North .smerieca at midnight on
March 23 amounted to 139,134,400 bushels as compared with 134,633,300 on the corres-
ponding date last year
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COST-QF-LIVING INDEX UP The Dominion urban ccst-of-living index adwvanced from
2.1 POINTS RT"MaRCH 1 141,¢ for February 1, 1959, to 163.7 for March 1 for a

2in of 2,1 points, This marked z new post-war peak,
exceeding the previous high point of 162,.8 for Aueust 1, 1949, Group indexes for
rents, fuvl anl light, ond miscellancous items at Merch 1 were at their highest
postewur levels, while foods, clothing and homefurnishings were approciably below
1949 pcst-war highs.

The increasc in tho indox during February was dus principally to higher levels
for rents end fimmer prices for certein focds. The results of the March quarterly
survey of ronts wers reflected in an increase in the rent index from 125,0 to 132.7,.
this advence taking sccount of 2ll rent chonpes since lnst November,

The food index rose 2.7 points to 204.,0 during February when strength in prices
for beef, lamb, eggs, coffee and frosh vegetables outweighed narrow declines for
canned vegetablos. Fuel wnd light, the only other group to register an inecrsase,
moved up 0.4 points to 136.3.

The clothing index receded from 183,0 to 181.4 with lower prices quoted for
ments and women's topcoats und men's suits, while homefurnishings and services
declined 0.1 ?oints to l66.3. The index for miscellaneous items remained unchanged
ab 1138, 1a {8

Dominicn Cost-sf-Living Indexes (1935-39=100)

Home
Com- Fuel furnish-
vined and Cloth- ings anl Miscel-
Inlex Food Rent Light ing Ssrvicas laneous
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Bekrmery L) IS .., .. 161.6 +'200.3 1 1IN0 2.9 183,48 166,4 132.1
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SLIEIT RISE 1 CHEGQUES Crdpuw s eashed sgeinst individual esccounts in Fobrusry
CaSHED IN FEBRUL.RY ampunted to 5,999,800,000, slightly above last year's
corrusponding total of ¢5,976,000,000, This raised the
cumulative total for the first two months of the year to $13,306,822,000 from
§12,904,849,UOO in thewsimilarwpericd BF (1989, or by three pbr cant.

Ontaris's tstal in the month rese te 42,519,671,000 fram ¢2,428,780,000 in
February, 1949, and in the two munths to 5,625,119,000 from 45,336,020,000 a year
ecrlier. In Quebec the Fotruary figure wes down to ,1,744,988,000 from ,1%892,827,-
0J0, but Ligher in the twy months at (4,029,045,000 compered with 43,965,879,000,

The sggregaie for the three Prair ie Provinces in Februery advanced to vl,026, -
465,000 from .967,423,000 a yuar warlier, and in the two months at 2,182, 304,000
from $2,147,87€,000, Eritish Columbin's Februcry total was $545,701,000 as compared
with 550,867,000, anl tie twe-month figure stosd at 41,110,269,000 compered with
+1,157,390,000,

The total for the Meritimes and Newfoundland in Fobruary was $162,975,000 os
comperod with v136,441,000 in the seme month last year, end for the two months was
360,086,000 compared with ,297,685,000, The February figure for St, John's
Newfoundland was 31,429,000, and for the two months, 468,465,000, (2)
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COMMODITY TRADE BAIANCE JCanada had & grestly reduced excess of imports over exports

AND ITMPORTS IN FSERUARY in trade with the United States in Tebruary than s year

earlier, due to a substantial rise irn Canadian exports
across the border and a further decrsase in imports of American goods in the month;
while Cenada's credit balance with the United Kingdom fell to the lowest monthly
figure in many yeéars as the result of a rise in the import value of Eritish goods
and a drop in Canadian exports to the United Xingdom., In trade with all countries,
Canads had a small credit bslance in the menth,

Imports from the United States during February, for the fourth consecutive
nmonth, showed a decrease from the corresponding mcnth a year earlier, being valued
at $1435,300,000 as against $148,800,000, Donestic exports, on the other hand,
incroased in value to $128,800,000 comparod with $106,700,000, while foreign oxports
wore unchanged at 51,500,000, The adverse balence with the United States, as a
rosult, amountcd to only 13,000,000 in the month as against $40,600,000 in
Fobruary last yeer. The January debit balance was also down substvantially from

Jenuary, 1949, the total for the two months standing at 734,500,000 as compared with
487,900,000,

Purchesus from the United Kingdom during February rose in value to $25,400,000
from 22,900,000 e year earlier, while total exports -- domestic anmd foreign -- to
the United Kingdom were down sharply to 39,700,000 from 344,200,000, The favourable
balance of trade consequently fell to the smell figure of 45,300,000 es compared
with 21,400,000 & year carlier, the two-moath total being down to 23,000,000 as
egainst ¢51,900,000 in 1949,

In trade with all countries, Canadc's crodit balence declined in February to
#1,400,000 from the Januery figure of 11,800,000, showing a closely similar move-
ment to lest yeor when the credit balance feoll tc 1,200,000 in Februsry as compared
with 15,200,000 in January, Aggrsgate balence ror the first twe months was thus
lowor at ¢13,200,000 as ggainst ,16,400,000 for the same 1949 period.

Eoth conmodily imports snd exports in February were lowsr in value than in
Janunry, in keeping with the normel peacetime trend, and both were also below the
velues for February lest year. Imports were velusd at 200,200,000 as compared with
4211,900,000 in January and $206,000,000 in February, 1949. Domestic exports -- as
ecrlicr reported -- declined to 199,500,000 from 221,200,000 for Jonuary =nd ¢205,-

000,000 for Fubruary o yeer ago, while foreign exports were valued at $2,100,000

compered with 42,600,000 and 42,100,000, respectively.

Besides the decrcase from the United States, Februnry imports werc lower in value
tion o year earlier from Latin America, continental Europe and Commonwsalth countries
as o whole (excluding the United Kingdom) and higher in value from the remaining
foreign countrics as well ns the United Kingdom. Changes in vaiues for geographic
ureas, however, were gsnerally of modernte proportions.
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Anong the docreeses, impsrts from Letin Americs, were valued at 10,571,000
as agricst 413,689,000, wost of the decline being accounted for by a drop from
96,171,000 tc 43,487,000 in purchases from Venczuela, Imports from Europe declined
only te 45,492,000 from ,5,916,000, with no particulerly marked gains or lossos for
individuzl countries., Total valus of imports from other foreign countries was up
to +3,925,000 as compared with 2,519,000,

Importe from Cummonwealth countries in Asie increased in value during Februery
to 7,211,000 from .;5,043,000 last yeer, substantislly higher figures for India and
Ceylon outwoighing e decrease for ieleya, Increased purcncses from British East
Africa resulted in an increase aolso in imports from Commonwealth countries in Africa
to 1,446,000 compared with 1,175,000, Imports from the British West Indies group,
howover, again declined to 21,076,000 as against 2,127,000 & yeor ago; while, in
contrest with o Januery gein, imports from the Oceaniz group foll off to %1,517,000
compared with 3,538,000, Aggregate valus for thuse Commonwealth groups was down
anly slightly to ;11,262,000 as cgninst 11,886,000,

Increasced purchascs of iron ond steel mroducts, non-ferrous netals and products,
and mgricultur-l «nd vegetable productsz were mainly responsible for the rise in
Februery imports from the United Kirgdom ns compered with Februery laat year., Largest
goin was in the value of commodities in the iron and steel group, which rose to
$9,186,000 as against 4,284,000, Imports in the fibres and textiles group, howover,
dropped off to 8,031,000 from 11,718,000, Since the devaluation of the pound would
hzve some tundency to reduce prices of imports in terms of dollers, it may be assumed
that, in terms of volume, increases were greater and decroeses smaller than the value
Tigures for inmports from the United Kingdcm indicate,

A gimiler hreckdown of imports from the United States shows the largest decrease,
es in Jenuery, for iren and steel products, which fell in valus to 59,569,300 as
compared with 64,133,200 & yesr ago, Imports in the fibres and textiles and animals
also deelined from o year e¢arlier, as in Jaauory, but the decreasss of these two
groups were ofiset by a rise of ncerly 41,800,000 to 411,355,000 for the agricultural
and vegeteble group end smell increcascs for ¢ach of the other five moin groups.

Docroanses freoa Februsry lest yeor wore recorded in total imports of five of
the nine anin commodity &roups. The lorgest decline wes in the fibres and textiles
group, which fell to 26,039,000 from 30,219,000, dus mninly to reductions in
import values of cotton and wool products and artificiel silk and products., The
nen-mevallic minerals group declined to 31,800,000 as against 433,700,000, the
major roduction boing in crude petroleum. In contrast with g sharp felling-off in
Junuary, imvorts in the iron and stecl group deersased only from 469,400,000 to
468,430,000, while non-ferrous metels -- up shorply in January -- eased dcwn to
v13,200,000 fronm .;14,300,000, 4 =mallor decrease was recorded for the aninpls and
enincl products group,

ameng the focur groups showine increcscs, esgricultural and vegetable products
advanced to .20,800,000 from ;25,400,000 wood and paper to 7,400,000 from 6,500, -
000; chonmicals and =llied produects to -+19,509,000 from 49,600,000; and miscellancous
ccrmuditios to 9,600,000 from 9,500,000, (3 and 4)

e —
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Valde OF INVENTORIES HELD BY The value of inventories held by the manufacturing
MATUFACTURING INDUSTRIES irdustries of Canadz at the end of January was

slightly above the December level but about five
per cent under Januery last year, accarding to indexes compiled by the Dominion
Bureau of Statistics. This year's January index, on the bcse 1947=100, stood at
126.9 as compared with 125.1 in December snd 130,9 a year earlier,

The indexes for capital goods and producer's matericls rose above the December
standing but fell below January 1949 lovels. Consumer's goods moved up in both
comparisons, while construction materials were down from December but above January,
1949,

The consumer's goods indox was 130,4 compared with 129.9 a year ago, capital
goods 98,2 comparcd with 119,56, producr's materials 128.9 comparéd with 137.3, and
construction materials 151.8 compored with 148.9. (5)

SECURITY PRICE INDEXES

Mgrch 30, 1950 arch.23, 1950 Marich:2, 1950

(1935-39=100)

Investars' Pricce Index

YOS Enan SBooks ) .04 . wb . A 19,0 119.3 1¥8e3
B2 TRATRARIOLS . ¢ oo ool ode b 1L 5 (0] 101259 NL2P)
LOCREENRC S L% 0 v gt ey . 126.3 128,2 126,0

WINE 5 56 < + 57555 5 S i 6 otrs 143.5 142,9 142.4

ining Stoek Frico Index

(30 dtOCKS) LR N B R B N B I SR .. 91.5 9l|5 9106

25 GOldS @ % 9% ¢ 00 WL LES e 74.6 74.8 73.7

5 Badd BUpla ... . edabes it 124,6 1243 127,0
DEPARTHMENT STORE SaALLS Departnent store sales decreascd five per cont during

DOWN FIVE FER CENT IN WEiK  the week ending March 25 as compared with tho corres-
ronding woek lnst yoar, according to preliminary figures.

all provincces shared in tho decline excopt Manit oba where sales remained unchanged,

Seskatchowan showsd the sharpest docline of nine por cent, British Columbin eight

per cont, Ontario seven per cent, .alborte four por cent, tho iHeritimes two por cent,

and Quebec onc per cont,

STOCKS OF CREAMERY BUTTER Stocks of creamery buttcr in nine cities of Canada on
AND CHEESE ON .PRIL 1 april 1 smounted toc 19,921,000 pounds es compared with
25,875,000 on March 1 and 6,185,000 on tho corresponding
date last yeor. Stocks of choesc totalled 24,664,000 pounds compared with 27,294,000
on Morch 1 ond 15,661,000 on April 1, 1949.

Stocks of cremmsry butter were as follows by cities on April 1, figures for the
seme date lest year being in breackets (thousands omitted): Quebee, 304 (652) pounds;
Montreal, 2,736 (1,539); Toronto, 5,000 (1,663); Winnipeg, 7,620 (771); Regina, 553
(122); Saskatoon, 178 (173); Edmonton, 2,190 (353); Calgary, 574 (171); Vancouver,
766 (741), (Mem, 1)
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STOCKS 4D MARKETINGS OF Stocks of Cencdian wheat in store or in transit in North
Wil T 4ND COARSE GRAINS lmerica at midnight on Uerch 23 amounted to 139,134,400

bushels a3 compared with 141,098,000 a week ocarlicr, nnd
154,633,300 on the corresponding date last ycar. Deliveries of wheet from ferms in
thie Frairie Provinces during the week totalled 2,233,700 bushels as comparcd with
1,640,900 = yser earlier, bringing the cumulative total for the periecd fiugust 1 -
siorel 23 to 258,415,200 bushels as agrinst 252,994,700 in the similar puriod of the
preceding crop year,

The following quantities of cosrse groins werse also delivered from forms in
the irairie Provinces during the week ending Moreh 23, totals for the sume weok
lest year being in brackets: oats, 704,300 (1,081,200) bushels; barlsy, 251,800
(604,500); ryse, 717,400 (77,700); flaxseed, 5,500 (101,200).

Overseas cxport clearances of wheat during the woek ending liarch 23 amounted to
2,667,000 bushels as compared with 3,569,500 in the corresponding week last yoar,
bringing the cumulative total for the crop year to date to 106,363,500 bushols as
apeinst 95,954,400 in tho similar period of 1948-49, (Mem, 2)

Su. L 4D CONSUMPTION OF Combinod seles of fluid milk and cream in January
UILE LMD CRELM IN JUNULRY  amounted to 358,838,000 pounds, showin: an incrcaso

of 10,000,000 pounds or nverly threo per coent over
the samo month last year. Of this anount, 84 pur cont was sold as milk and 16 por
cont cs cream.

The daily per cnpita consumption of milk and cream by the milk r oducing
population in wrben ereas incroesed from 0,83 pints in Jenuary, 1949, to 0,85 pints.
dilk clone rose from 0,69 pints to 0,71, Croeam consumption in terms of milk,
stood et 0,14 pints, unchenged from the January, 1949 level, (Mem, 3)

STOCKS OF RiW AND REFINED SUG/R  Refinery stocks of raw and refined sugar were lower
at the end of February than on the corresponding

inte last year, Stocks of raw sugar cmounted to 70,544,500 pounds as compared with

104,392,300, and rofined stocks totalled 201,109,600 pounds as against 229,897,800,

The amount of refinod suger menufactured during February was 74,266,000 pounds
compared with 34,952,500 in the corresponding month last year ., Receipts of raow
cuger docreesed sharply tvo 19,984,500 pounds from 95,534,100, and meltings and sales
to 74,976,600 pounds agzinst 90,983,700, (5)

PODUCTION OF SHORTENING, LARD Shortening production in 1949 was estimnted at 115,427,-
«+ND OTHER LNTMAL OILS ND FATS 000 pounds, a decrease of nbout 12 per cent from 1948,
while the output of lard amounted to 70,396,000 pounds,
an inerease of 14 per cent. The production of other enimal oils anl fats was 101,863, -
000 pounds, a decreascv of olmost four per éent from the 1948 figure, The main items
of production in 1949 were: edibls tallow, 22,139,000 pounds; inedible tallow, 66,-
916,000 pounds; grease, 5,152,000 pounds; amd oleo oil, stecaring end stocks and neat's-
foot oil, 7,656,000 pounds,
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THEIEASES OF CIG.RETTES Releases of cigarettes for consumption in Canada roso to
/ND TOBACCC IN FEBRU.RY 1,459,000,000 in February from 1,408,000,000 in tho pre-

ceding month ond 1,183,000,000 in the corresponding month
lost year. In the first two months of this year, 2,867,000,000 cigarettes were
released as compered with 2,445,000,000 in the like period of 1949,

Cut tobacco reloases in February were also higher, amounting to 2,084,000
pounds compared with 1,963,000 in Junuary, and 1,987,000 o year ago, the two-month
total standing at 4,047,000 pounds comprred with 4,024,000 o year eaxrlioer,

Cigers relezsed in the month cmounted to 14,500,000 as compared with 14,100, -
000 in Jenuery amd 17,700,000 2 yeor ago, bringing the two-month totel to 28,600, -
QU0 compered with 35,200,000, Releases of plug tobacco in the month totalled
199,000 pounds compared with 211,000 in Janusry and 192,000 in February, 19-9,
Quantity of snuff wzs 73,000 pounds compared with 73,000 in January and 68,000 g
year aga,

PRODUCTION OF BEER 4ND  Canadian production of bwer in February anmcunted to 424,400
SPIRITS IN FEBRU.RY berrels as compared with 456,700 in the preceding month and

390,700 in the corresponding ronth last year. During tho
first two months of this yuar, 881,000 barrels were produced as corparcd with 830,300
in tihe seme period of 1949,

February production of new spirits totalled 1,690,000 proof gallons compered
with 1,940,000 in January and 1,910,000 n year ago, bringing the two-month total to
5,630,000 gallons compered with 3,870,000 ~ year cerlier,

Spirits bottled in February amounted te 450,000 proof inllons compared with
640,000 4in January and 670,000 in February last yeer, and in the first two months
of the yeer amounted to 1,090,000 gellons compared with 1,380,000 in the like period
of 1949, ©Stocks of distilled liquor at the end of February stood 2t 77,130,000
321llons compared with 76,400,000 at the enmd of January, and 71,540,200 st the end
of February last year.

PRODUCTION OF ASPHI.LT RUOFING  Production of asphalt shingles end roll roofing was

gﬁggﬁlnLS“HIGHER IN FEBRU.LRY higher in February, amounting to 252,200 squaros as

compared with 207,100 in the o rresponding month
lust yeer, The month's output of ter and esphalt felts rose to 2,900 tons from
2,400 o year earlier. Production of shingles amounted to 122,200 squeres coumpared
with 84,900 a yoar ago; sm-oth surfaced roofing in rolls, 72,000 squares compared
with 62,600; mineral surfoced roofing in rolls, 43,000 squares compared with 45,100;
end rell type sidings, 15,100 squares comparcd with 14,600. (liem, 4)

PIODUCTION .LIND SALLES OF Canad ian manufrcturers produced 38,219 stoves of nll

STOVLS IND WiRM IR FURNACES kinds in February as compored with 35,370 in the pre-

coding month, 2nd 4,998 warm eir furnaces as conpared
with 5,457. Factory sules of stoves in the month cmounted to 34,739 units of all
types as compared with 33,790, and the scles of furnaces totalled 3,101 compared
with 3,370,

anong tho stoves produced during the month were 13,414 electric ranges and
rangettes; 6,319 corl, wood and sawdust cocking stoves; 3,412 cocl, wood and sawdust
hunting stoves; 4,363 gas cooking stoves and ranges; 4,082 0il and mesoline stoves
and heaters; and 3,066 fuel cil (distillate) cocking stoves and ronsos. (Mem. 5)
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DOMESTIC WASHING MACHINE /,ND EIECTRIC Domestlc electric refrigerctors and washing
o REFRIGERATOR OUTPUT ..T RECORD IN 1949 machines were turned out in Canada in greater
volume in 1949 than in any previous year,
In December, output of both was close to averange monthly levels,

Dur ing ths year, moduction of electric refrigerators amounted to 177,854 units
ns compered with 138,883 in 1948, an increasse of 28 per cent. Shipments for sale
in Canada totelled 165,367 units compared with 125,839, eml 10,974 were shipped for
export compared with 13,300, In December, 14,073 units were produced as ngainst
12,147 2 yoar earlier, Manufacturers' stocks at the end of the year adwanced to
3,145 units compared with 1,632 at the end of 1948,

Qutput of domestic washing machines in 1949 increased eight per cent, numbering
350,884 units compared with 322,963 in 1948, Electric machines accounted for 309,357
of the 1949 total as against 285,733, gasoline far 38,755 compared with 28,940, and
hand machinos far 2,772 as ageinst 8,290 in 1948, Shipments during the yvar totalled
342,880 unite, up from 321,151 in 1948, while year-end stocks amounted to 11,057
units cumpared with 3,053,

Sherp declines were recorded in the imports of refrigeratars and washing
machines in 1949, Imports of domestic or store-type elsctric refrigeratars fell to
633 units from 1,079 in the preceding year, and of domestic electric washing
machines to 225 units from 1,438, Exports of electric refrigerators and washing
mechines were lower during 1949, the former falling to 12,801 units from 16,551, and
the letter to 11,548 units from 13,809, (6)

S4LES OF RADIO RECEIVING  Sgles of radio receiving sets by Canndian producers in
S HIGIER IN 1949 1949 totalled 728,680 units velued at 955,323,941, an
increase of 22 per cent in number over the 596,467 units
volued at $49,351,338 sold in the preceding year, but still about 13 per cent below
the post-war peak of 836,419 sets sold for ¢60,399,221 in 1947,

Table models accounted for 60 per cent of the total number of units sold in
1949 as compared with 68 per cent in 1948; automobile sets for 19 pér cent compared
with 10 per cent; consoles for 13 per cent compared with 16 per cent; and portables
for eight per cont as compared with six per cent,

Seles in Ontario remresented 55 per cent of the ell-Canada total in 1949, up
from 45 per cent in the preceding year. Quebec's proportion fell to 18 per cent
from 21 per cent, the Prairie Provinces to 15 per cent from 18 per cent, British
Columbia to six per cent from nine per cent, and the Maritimes to six per cent
from seven per cent.

Sales were as follows by provinces during the year, totals for 1948 being in
brackets: Ontario, 402,107 (267,804) units; Quebsc, 121,005 (127,813); British
Columbin, 45,764 (53,387); the Maritimes, 45,114 (38,857); ilberta, 42,088 (39,240);
%a?ito?ax 39,927 (42,102); Saskatchewan, 28,189 (27,264); and Newfoundland, #,490

<5t
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G:OLD PRODUCTION IN J.NUARY  Gold production in Censde in January wos down five por
cent from Decomber -- the high for recent years -- but

14 por cent above the Janunry 1949 output. The month's production amounted to

354,773 fine ounces as compared with 373,091 in December end 309,81C in January, 1949,

Mines in Ontario accounted for 198,046 fine ounces in Januery ss comparcd with
186,523 in the same month last year, Quebec far 93,378 ounces compared with 69,664,
British Columbia 25,210 cunces compared with 24,331, Manitoba and Seskatchowan 22,659
ounces compared with 18,288, Northwest Torritories 14,826 ounces compared with 10,873,
and the Yukon Territory two ounces compared with 22, (8)

PRODUCTION OF COPFER 4ND Canadian production of new primary copper in January was
NICKEL IN J..NU.RY lower than in December, but above the samc month last

year, while the output of nickel wns dowrn in both compari-
sons, The month's cutput of copper amounted to 22,212 tons as compered with 23,640
in Decomber and 20,805 in January last year. Nickel production in Jonuary decreased
t> 10,206 tons fram 10,675 in the preceding momth ond 11,180 a yeor ago. (9)

PRODUCTION OF WIRE Cenadian production of iron end steel wiro nails reached a

NLILS HIGHER IN 1949  high total of 89,700 tons in 1949 as compered with 85,700 in

the preceding year, an increase of five per cent, In December,
£,000 tons were produced as compared with 8,300 in November and 7,100 e year earliecr,

Dur ing the year, 1,100 tuns of iron and steel cut neils were produced compared
with 900; stecl wire staples, 1,800 tons compared with 1,600; and tacks of steel,
brass and copper, 1,700 tons compered with 2,300, (10)

FRODUCTION OF PIG IRON iND  Production of pig iron and stecl moved to higher levels
STEEL ZIGHER IN JANULRY in January. The month's sutput of pig iron rose to

190,432 net tons from 172,002 in the preceding month
and 133,074 in the corresponding month last yeer, and steel ingots and castings to
289,949 net tons from 263,949 in December and 284,707 a yoar ago. (Mem, &)

SHIPMENTS /ND ZXPORTS OF Shipmonts of nsbestos from Cansdicn minss during January

43HESTOS HIGHER IN J.NULRY  inereased 17 per cont, amounting to 57,172 tons as
conmpared with 48,872 in the corresponding month last

yecr. Exports in the month stood at 54,759 tons, en advance of 26 par cent over

the 43,437 tons exported in the same month last year., (11)

.85 OF BLECTRIC STORAGE BATTERIES Sales of electric storage batteries and parts
by prineipal Canadian producers in January
wore velued at $1,162,127 as compared with 41,637,617 ayear ngo. Sales in the
month ineluded 115,959 batteries at 977,064 for the ignition of internal combustion
ongines; 3,330 cells at y17,800 fur frrm lighting plants; 807 cells at 30,787 for
railwey services; 359 batteries at ¢l,)65 for radios; batteries valued at 86,353
for other uses, including those for telephone switchboerds and motoreyeles, (12)

FRODUCTION ..ND SHIPMENTS OF Production ond shipments of Portland cement by Cancdinn
FORTL.ND CEMENT IN J.NU..RY monufacturors were higher in Jonuary this year than in

the s-me month lest year. The month's sutput amounted
to 1,252,505 barrels as compared with 1,121,659, and the shipments aggregated 652,769
barrels as against 621,044, (13)
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S..LuS OF PAINTS, VARNIGHES Sales of paints, varnishes and lacquars by manufacturers
D LACQUERS IN J.NULKRY which normelly account for all but a small percentage
) of the total Cansdian production, emounted to $5,536,665
in Jenuary as ccompered with 35,566,626 in the corresponding month last year. (14)

————

ralinY OFERATING REVENUES JND  Reilwey operating revenues and expenses reached
SXPENSES AT NEW PELKS IN 1949 new high record levels in 1949, Operating revenuos
rose to 385,354,000 from {866,5+9,000 in 1948,
and oxpenses advanced to 822,572,000 from v798 411 000, The net result was an
~vrut1nb income of 31,469, 000 for 1949, 2 docrease of $3,503,000 from the provious
vear's revised total of V3~,972 00G, As in 1948, Canrdien railways again failed by
a considerable margin to earn sufficient oporating income to moet interest and other
wbligantions despite near-rocord levels of activity and peak eernings.

Reviewing the yoer's operating revenues, each account registered an incrense
sver 1948, Freight carnings rose 1.3 per cent or $8,836,900 to $701,081,900 -~ a
new record -- while passenger rovenues were up 1.8 per cent or $1,505,200 from
1948 to 84,392,000, Mail receipts rose 1.5 per cent, while expross gained 10.7
per cent or $3,464,400 to $35,738,600 -- an all-time high. Other passenger train
earnings increased 14 per cent, and the miscellaneous accounts, 9.5 per cent.
Operating expenses showed increases of 3,1 per cent or 44,948,700 in the maintenance of
way and structures which required 462,086,500 during 1949, while maintenancs of
squipment advanced $11,664,500 over 1948 to 184,705,100, Traffic exponses were
up five per cent to ¥17,561,500. Transportation account at 402,536,200 increased
w2;901,300, and general cxpenses were 8,8 per cent heavier at y41,161,500,

Freight carried in 1949 -- excluding Newfoundland -- declined 14,507,800 tons
to 155,135,700, but ton mileage eased only 4.8 per cent, indicating a rise in average
longth of haul from 347 to 361 mileos, Revenue passengers numbered 32,198,700 compared
with 55,655,200 one year carlier, o decrecse of 9.7 per cent, whilc passenger miles
were down 9.3 per cent, witk average journey little changed., Loaded freight cer
miles wore reduced 2,8 per cent or over 60,080,000, and cmpty miloage rose 32,876,000
or 3.7 por cont. Total pay roll for 176, 600 omployoes was 491,738,600, an average
of 42,784, compared with $2,735 in 1948, when 178,300 employces earned V487 730,200,
1nclud1ng retroactive pay. (15)

C.RIOADINGS ON CiaNaDIAN R/IINaYS — Revenue froight loaded on Canadian railways during
the weak ended 4Lpril 1 amounted to 72,810 cars,
» doerease of 68l cars ar 0,9 per cent from the same week of 1949, 1In the first
yuorter of the current yeer, total cars loanded in Canada wore 894,552, off 5.3 por
¢ent o8 compared with 944,196 cars in the same period of 1949, Thu main declines in
the elapsed portion of 1950 were in grain, grain products, live stock, logs, pulpwood,
~nd l.e,l, merchandise, while good (rins over 1949 were shown in fruit, coel, other
mine products, lumber, gasoline and crude oil, autos and paper. (16)

BOAT-EUILDING INDUSTRY The gross value of products manufactured by establishments
engeged wholly or chiefly in the manufacture of small wooden

vessels and pleasure craft, such as row boats, canoes, sailboats, motor boeats, ete,

wes 5,410,300 in 1948 as compared with v5, 432,500 in the preceding year, The cost

of mntorlﬂls used wes v2,105,300 as compared with ¥2,206,800, and the valuc added

by menufacture was §3,213,500 compared with 3,126, 200 (Mem. )

——
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REFERENCE FAPER ON Detniled stetistics on the results of sach of the 17 quarterly

1L, BCUR FCRCE SURVEYS  labour force surveys conducted by the Dominion Bureau of

Statistics since their inception in the Fall of 1945 to tho
cid of 1949 are contained in a roference paper issued on Thursday, April 6. It
cuntains details on the size of the labowr force, persons with jobs and persons without
jobe sceking work, by region, sex and ege. Estim:tes of the number of persons not
in the lpteur force ere included. (Ref, Paper 1)

iGISABED DURING THE WEEK -- (The numbers in this list correspcnd with those at the

cnd of news items, indicating the report on which an item is besed),

Roports end Bulletins

1. Price Movements, Prel iminary, March (10 cents).
2. Cheques Cashed in Clearing Centres, February (10 cents).
3, lMonthly Summery of Foreign Trade, February (10 cents),
4. Summary of Imports for Consumption, February (20 conts).
5. Inventorics and Shipments by Menufecturing Industries, Jenuary (25 cents),
6. The Suger Situstion, February (10 cents).
7. Domgstic Washing Mochines end Electric Refrigerators, December (10 cents).
8. Radio Receiving Scts, December (25 conts).
% Gold Production, Jaunuary (10 cents).
10. Copper and Nickel Production, January (15 cents).
11. Steel Wire and Specified Wire Products, December (15 centsl,
12, iAsbostos, January (10 conts),
13. Fnetory Salos of Eloctric Storage Batteries, January (10 cents),
14, Cement and Cement Producis, Janunry (10 conts).
15. Sales of Peints, Vornishes amd Lacquers, Jenuary (10 cents),
16, Operating Revenues, Exponsos and Statistics of Roilways, Year 1949 (10 cents).
17, Carloadings on Cenadian Railweys - Weekly (10 cents).
18. Trensit Report, Decomber (10 cents).
19. Opurating Revenues, Expenses aond Statistics of Railways in Canedn,
Cocembor (10 cents).
20, Monthly Traffie Report of Reilways of Conada, December (10 cents),
21, Trade of Cnnada: Imports, January (50 cents),
22, Fectory Sales of Electric Storage Batteries, December (10 cents).

Momoranda

1, Stocks of Dairy and Poultry Products in Nine Cities -- Advance Stotement --
april 1 (10 cents).

2, Groin Statisties - Weekly (10 cents).

3. Fluid Milk Snlns, Januasry (10 cents).

4, asphalt Roofing, February (10 cents).

5. Stoves and Furnaces, February (10 cents).

6+ Production of Pig Iron and Steel, January (10 cents).

7. Tho Boat-building Industry, 1943 (10 cents).

3. The Cooperage Industry, 1948 (10 cents).

Reference Paper

1, The Labour Force, 1945-49 (25 cents),
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