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CANADA'S DOMESTIC DXPORTS TO THE UNITED STATES increased 27 per cent in March to
#154,3%11,000 from $122,418,000 in the corrusponding month last year. This was the
1'ifth consecutive monthly rise, Shipments to the United States in the month
amounted to the unprecedented ratio of over two-thirds of the total to all countries
winich aggregated 228,200,000 compared with #216,800,000 a ysar carlier,

. - -

SALES AND TURCHASES OF SECURITIES between Canada and other countrics in Fobruary
declined from January totals, sales amounting to 317,600,000 ani jurchascs to

$1€,300,000, The purchese balance of 700,000 ir ¥February transadtions comparss
with a salwes balance of 1,900,000 in January.

CHEQUES CASHED AGAINST INDIVIDUAL ACCOUNTS in March rosc to #7,730,C54,000 from
$6,867,531,000 in the corresponding month last year, or by 12.6 per cent., This
raised the cumulative total for the first quartor of the ®ar to +21,036,876,000 -~
highest in the record -- from 419,772,380,000 in the similer period of 1949, or
by 6.4 per cent.

SALARIES AND wiaGES AND SUPPLEMENTARY LABOUR INCOME in January was estimated at
v20,000,000, about threc per cont under the December figurc of ¥€%2,000,000,
but two per cent above the January 1949 estimate of 607,000,000,

WHOLESALE FRICES MOVED UP IN MARCH, the general index on the base 1926=100, rising
to 159.3 from 158,0 in Februery. The lMarch index was 1.7 points above idarch, 1949,
and only three-tenths of a point below the peak of 159.6 rsached in Decumber, 1948,

. . .

FARM FPRICES OF AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS in Canada, oxcluding Newfcundland, advenced
slightly in February over Januery, but were below the level of Fcebruary lest year,
Prices advancced from January to Februery in all the nine provinces except Prince
Ldward Island, but were bclow those of a year serlier in sach province.

DEPARTMENT STORE SALES WERE DOWW nine per cent during the week onding April 15 as
compared with the corresponding week lest year, all provinces sharing in the
decline excapt Hritish Columbis where there was an advance of threa psr ceut.

VALUE OF INVENICRIES h#ld by the manufacturing industries of Canada at tha end of
February was slightly sbove the Jonuery lovel but below February last ycur.

—_—
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EXPORTS TO THE UNITED ST.TES Feetured by a further marked inerease in the value
RISE 4Gl IN IN RLLRCH of shipments t2 tho United States, the value of

Canadn's domestic exparts to all countrics in March
rose five per cent over the corresponding month last yoar, showing the first advance
in the total, as compered with a year oarlier, since ausust, the month bofore currencies
wre reveluel, ILower totuls were rocurded in siijscnia t5 the United Kinglom end nost
othor Commonwealth eountries, and to Letin .merica, but there was a rise in the month
in the aggregates to furelgn countries in Europe and isia. As a result of these
opposite trends exports to the United States amounted to the unprecedented ratio of
over two-thirds of tle tctal.

Exparts to cll countries in the month were valued at 228,200,000 as compared
with 9199 500,000 in February and 921b 800,000 in the cqerSponding month last year,
In the first quartor of this year the V'luo was ¢648,900,000 as compared with ,658,~
800,000 in the like pericd of 1949,

Domesstic expwrts to the United Stotes were valued at v154,311,000 in March as
comperod with 122,418,000 in Merch, 1949, a gain of 27 per cent., This compares
with an increass of 21 por cont in Februery, and a gain of 13 per cent in January,
The aggregate value of oxpurts to the United States in the first quarter of this
year was v414 008,000 as compered with 3345 150,000 & year earlier, an increase of
epproximately 20 per cent. Price changes roflecting the premium on United States
exchangs have contrivutel to this increase, but its size indicates a substantial
rise in the volume of exports.,

In trade with the United States, seven of the nine mein commodity groups hed
higher expart valuss in the month, the exceptions being agricultural and vegetable
products and misculloneous commcdities, In the first three months of the year,
these two groups, as well as iron znd products, were also lower in value., Largest
gain both in the month and quarter was recorded by the wood, wood products and paper
group, but substantial gains were clso shown by the animals and animal products, non-
ferrous metals and non-metallic minerals group.

Exports to the United Kingdom were ege=in lower in Merch, being valued at $30,120,-
000 as comperel with ¢39,438,000 in tho seme month lest year, end the first quarter
total fell to 109,101,000 from 139,435,000 a year earlier, There wers declimes in
March in the exports of commciities in all moin groups except non-netallic minerals
and chomicals -- two of the smaller groups in walue, Thesc two graups, and snimels
and animal products, were wlso higher in the quarter.

Exports to the rest of the Conmonwealth as a whole were lower both in the month
and guarter. The main docreases werc¢ in shipments to the Union of South Africa and
Iniie. Exports to iustraliz wers 8lightly higher in the month but lower in the quarter,
Shipments to the Union of South Africa in March were valusd at 41,432,000 compared
with (4,896,000 a year earlier, ani in the quurter at 8,286,000 cumpared with $12,-
017,000, The month's shlpnbnt% to India were velusd et y1, 932 000 compared with
¥6,495,000, and in the guarter et +3,50%,000 against ¢23, 989 OOO Exports to sustralia
amountod to ¥2,707,000 as ezninst 42,606,000, and in the qunrter, +7,289,000 as com~-
pared with .7, 108 000,
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Shipments to the Latin .mericen countries were again reduced in the month,
amcunting to 7,706,000 compered with 49,778,000 & year carlier, exports to most
principal merkets except Columbia and Venezuela being lower. In the guarter,
exports to the group were off to 421,215,900 from 426,442,000, Mexice and Venozuela
being the principal esxcoptions te the decline.

Exports to foreizn countries in Zurope and other parts of the world moved up
slightly in Mareh, Purchases by the Eurupeon group rose tc $11,051,000 from
$9,205,000, but were down in the three months to v34,843,000 from w43,103,000,
Shipments to other foreign countries in the month amounted to +10,152,000 compared
with 8,397,000, and were practicully unchanged in the quarter at 23,947,000,
Exports to Belgium and Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Norway, Spain, Israel and
Japan were higher in the month end quarter.

The wood and paper products group -- largest of the nine main commodity
classifications -- showed o merked increscse both in the month and quarter. In
Marcin the group total was 82,300,000 as compared with $69,700,000, and in the
three menths, 222,800,000 compared with 199,200,000, Most of the gain both in
the month and quarter was in the exports of planks and boards aend rewsprint paper.

Sharpest dror among the main groups was shown by the iron and products section,
which fell to v19,700,000 from 327,500,000 2 year earlier, decreescs being shown in
mogt main items except pigs and insots, and passenger cers and trucks. In tho

quarter, the gruup totel was off to 53,400,000 compared with v74,200,000,

agricultural and vegetable roducts as 2 group declined in March to v45,300,000
compared with 47,600,000 1last year, main decreases being in vheat, rubber and
products. The totel fur the quurter foll to &l}l,AOJ,OOJ Toyg »155,500,000, | Wb
marked increases in cattle, end fish and fishery products, end a sharp decline in
baccn and hams, the animal products group rose in lerch to $24,406,000 from w20,475, -
900, In the quarter the gruup total was also higher, rising to 489,666,000 from
w68,450,000,

Non-ferrous metals as 2 group were up to 33,300,000 in the month from vw32,900, -
000, but down in the quarter at 99,800,000 ageinst $100,100,000. The rise in the
month wos due for the most part to advances in alwminum, nickel, and precious
metels (oxcept gold). Due mainly to sharp recovery in the exports of asbestos, the
non-retallic minerals group rose to 8,625,000 in lMarch from 44,375,000, and in the
quarter tou 22,446,050 from ¢16,435,000, (1)

LiBOUR INCOME IN JuNU.KY Estimated totel of salaries and wages and supplementary

lebour incomes in January wes 620,000,000, sbout thraee
per cont under the December figure of 642,000,000, but two per cent abuve the
January 1949 estimatc of 607,905,000,

Labour incums in ranufacturing rose to 213,200,000 from $211,900,000 a year
earlior; in utilities, transportaticn, communications, storsge and trade to $166,-
220,300 from 3159,900,000; in finance and services to $140,000,000 from $133,000,-
030; and in construetion tc Q37,00J,UUJ from &35,QJQ,QQO.

The total for egriculture, logeging, fishing, trapy»ing, and mining was down
from v49,990,000 to 43,000,000, while supplementary labour income rose from
w20,000,000 ts 22,900,000, (2)
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CiEQUES CASHED AUGAINST Cheques cashed against individual accounts in March rose

INDIVIDUAL ACCOUNTS to +7,730,054,000 from 6,867,531,000 in the corresponding
month last year, or by 12.6 per cent, according to an

advance statement by the Dominion Buresu of Statistics, This raised the cumulative

total for the first quarter of the year to ¢$21,036,876,000 -- highest in the record --

fron $19,772,380,000 in the similar period of 1949, or by 6.4 per cent.

The gains in Quebec and Ontorio in liarch were more than 18 per cent and 14 per
cent, respectively. The aggregates for the two provinces advenced mainly in view
ol' the heavy payments in liontreal =nd Toronto. While the increase in the hMaritimes
was 32,6 per cent, a considorable portion of the advance wes due tc the inclusion
or St, John's, Newfoundland., The agercgetes for western areas were not greatly
changed from Merch, 1949, the total far the Prairie Provinces havirg been 2.6 per
cent greamter, while 2 recession of about one per cent was shown in British Columbia,

Totals for larch were as follows by provinces, figures for the same month last
yeer being in brackets: Maritimes and Newfoundland, 193,637,000 ($146,008,000);
Quebec, ¥2,363,287,000 (41,995,402,000); Ontaric, ¢3,403,949,000 (3$2,981,141,000);
Prairic Provinces, v1,153,043,000 (1,124,192,000); British Columbis, £16,132,000
($620,787,000), (3)

SAIES AND PURCHASES OF SECURITIES Sules end purchases of securities between Canada
BETWEEN CANADA AND OTHER COUNTRIES and other countries in Februery declined from
Janusry totals, sales amountirg to ¢17,600,000
and purchases to $18,300,000, The purchase balance of 4700,000 in Februsry trans-
actions compares with a seles btalance of 1,900,000 in January,

Total volume of trade for the first two months of the yeer exceeded the volume
for the corresponding months last year, sales and purchases amounting to 75,800,000
as compared with 60,400,000, Totel transections during these two months gave rise
to a cumuletive sales balance of 31,200,000 in contrast to purchase balances of
+800,000 in 1949 and 500,000 in 1948,

Sales and purchases with the United Stntes in February were lower than in January
end again resulted in o sales balance, sales amounting to 415,900,000 and purchases to
+15,600,000, Net sales at +300,000 cumpare with ¢3,500,000 in January.

The volume of trade with the United Kingdom increased in February, sales rising
to 800,000, while purchases remained unchanged at $2,300,000. As a result, the
purchase balance existing in previous months declined to ¢1,500,00C, Sales and
purclases with other countries increassed over January, but resulted in the same sales
balance of 400,000 as in January, (4)

-

VilUi OF LWENTORILS HELD BY Tho valuc of inventaries held by the manufacturing
WL.NUF,.CTURING INDUSTRIES industrics of Canada at the end of February was

slightly above th¢ January level but below February
lest ycar, accarding to index numburs compiled by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics,
The February index, on the basc 1947=100, was 128.9 -- highest since August last --
compared with 127.1 in Junuary, snd 134,0 in February, 1949. The index for capital
goods was down from Jenuary and February last ycar, while the indexes for consumer's
goeds, produccr's meterials and construction materials were all above January but
lower than in February, 1949,

The consumer's goods index for Fcbruery was 131.6 compared with 133.,0 a year
earlicr, capital goods 100,9 compared with 119.3, producer's materials 129,2 compared
with 135,8, and construction materials 161,4 compared with 166.9. (5)
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RHOIES.IE FRICES IN MiRCH  Wholesale prices in Canada moved up in March, the general
index on the base 19262100, rising to 159.3 from 158.0
in February. The March level was 1.7 points ebove March, 1949, and only three-tenths
of a point below the pesk of 159.f6 reached in December, 1948.

Indexes for five of the eight sub-gioups moved higher in lerch as compared with
February, while three were lower. Group indexcs were as follows, figuros for February
being in brackets: vegetoble products, 145.0 (142.9); animel products, 166.8 (163.4);
toxtile products, 162.4 (162.8); wood products, 191.5 (190.6); iron products, 178.6
(177.2); non-ferrvus metals, 137.2 (139.4); non-metallic minerals, 140.0 (13%9.9);
chomical products, 117.4 (117.6).

The whelesale price index of goneral building materials advenced in March far
the sixth consecutive month, rising to 205.1 from 203.5 a month earlier, This level '
was three-tenths of a point below the March, 1949 figure, and eight-tenths of & point
below the weak of 205,9 reached in October, 1948.

In contrast  with the price trend for gensral building materials, the wholesals
price index of residentiasl building moterials showed a decline in March, dropping to
227.0 Trom 227.4 in February. Indexes for six of the nine sub=-groups remalned stable,
while one rose and the remnining two declined, Roofing materizls ross from 199.5 to
202,5; while the sub-group of lumber and its products dropped from 320.8 to 319.8,
and plumbing and heating equiprent from 180.1 to 179.4. (6)

PROPORTION OF REBT.LIL CASH SL1ES Continuing the trend of the previous nine

DOWN SLIGHTLY IN L.ST 1949 GU:XTER months, the proportion of cashk business trans-
acted in 16 major retail tredes declined to

62,9 per cent of total sales during the last quarter of 1949 from 64,2 per cent in

the corresponding puriod of 1948, Most of this decline wes obsorbed by a gain in

the proportion of instalment sales, which rose to 8.7 per c ent of the tctal from

7.7 per cent o year carlier; charge sales increasing only to 28.4 from 28,1 per cent.

While the ratio of cash szles was lower for the combined 16 trades, Telr of
the trades -- wemen's clothing, furrisrs, motor vehicle deanlers and garsges -- showed
greator proportions of ceash szles during the period then in the same quarter of the
previous year, Seven of the 10 trades seclling on the instalment plan had an increased
rotio of instalment sales, marked incresses being recorded by motor vehicle dealsrs,
Jewellery stores, appliance stores and depsrtment stores., Ten trades transacted a
greator share of their business on chorge account than in the last threc months of
1948,

isccounts receivable from instolment sales followed the same pattern as instal-
ment seles, the proportion of unpsid accounts at December 31 registered as instalment
recoivgbles rising to 32.7 per cent of total unpaid aceounts as against 31.4 per
cent at the end of 1948, Jccounts receivable at the end of 1949 were 14 por cent
higher than a year corlicr, the increase being made up of increases of 21 per cent
in instolment receivebles and 10 per cent in unpeid charge accounts, (7)

DEPLRTHENT STORE S.IES Departmont store selcs were down nine per cont during
DOWN NINZ PER CINT IN BEK  the weck onding April 15 es compared with the correspond -

ing weevk last year, all provinces sharing in the decline
excopt British Columbia wherc thero was an advance of three per cent. In the Maritimes
thure was a deeline of 27 per cent, in Sackatchewan 24 per cent, Quebec 16 per cent,
danitobe seven per cent, Onterio five per cont, and Alberta four per cent,
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CH.IN STORE S.LES 4LND Sales of women'!s elsthing and food store chains showed

STOCKS IN FEBRULRY substantial increases in February over the carresponding
month last year, while decreases were registered for shoe,

hardware, drug, and variety chains, acecording to the Bureau's monthly report covering

8ix kinds of chain stores, Stocks held by grocery stores and variety stores were

lower, ihe decline in the latter being slight.

The food store group had sales totelling $36,388,000 as compared with ¥32,279,-
O30 in February, 1949, a rise of 12,7 per cent, while sales of variety stores fell
sligatly to 7,804,000 fram 47,826,000, Women's clothing storo chain sales adwneced
14,6 per cent, amounting to ¥2,139,000 as against 41,867,000, while drug store sales
declined to 2,137,000 from 2,179,000, ar by 1.9 per cent., Shoe store sales wers
844 por cont lower at 41,398,000 as compared with ¢1,527,000, Hardware store sales
rocorded a drop of 15.1 por cent, standing at $570,000 as ageinst 671,000, (8)

SECURITY PRICE INDEXES

April 20, 1950 4pril 13, 1950 larch 23, 1950

(1935-39=100)
Investors'! Price Index
(106 Common StockS) .veveee. 127 o2 126.3 Lo
g8 MENs R ALs . v s ol . 120.8 1189
W R L e e 1334 . 3 128,2
g e e ool 144.9 82 9 142,9
Winlng Stock Price Indcx
(30 StC’Cks) R R N N ] . e 93-5 9208 91'5
BONGRIREN 12 ¥, | ol o Bl o 6. 9.8
5 Bas8 Meliala, .o on s onos e s 129.2 1LTa5ts 124,3

ANDis. NUMEZRS OF FARIM PRICES  Farm prices of agricultural products in Canada,

OF ASRICULTURSI: PECDUCTE excluding Newfoundland, advanced slightly in February
over January, according to the index numbers compiled

by tre Dominion Bureau of Statistics, but were btelow the level of IFebruary lest

year . Prices advanced from Junucry te Februery in all the nine proviness except

Frinco Zdward Island, bLut were below those of a year earlier in each province,

The Bureau's monthly index number for all Canada, on the base 1935-39«100,
stocd at 242,8 for February as compered with 238,6 for January end 253.1 for February
last yoeur, The adwmnee of about four puints over January is largely attributable
to inersased prices for livestock and eggs. Compared with a year varlier, pricea
were lower ir Februsry for neerly nll commedities.

Indoxes by provinces for February, with figures for the same month of 1949 in
brackets, are as follows: Prince Edward Island, 174,9 (200,5); Nova Scotia, 189.8
(21942); New Brunswick, 203.9 (224,3); Guebee, 251,0 (271.1); Ontario, 249,2 (259.2);
Manitova, 245.7 (257.0); Snskatchowan, 235.0 (240.8); Alberta, 251.2 (255.1); British
Columbia, 231.6 (246.9). (lem, 1)
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STOCKS .ND M.RKETINGS GF Stocks of Cansdian wheat in store or in transit in North

WHeAT LND COILRSE GRIINS americe 2t midnight on .pril 13 amounted to 131,765,000
bushels as compared with 134,329,500 a week carlier,

and 124,822,700 ou the¢ corresponding dete last year. Deliveries of wheat from faims

in the Prairie Provinces during the week amounted to 781,300 bushels, down sharply

from last year's corresponding figure of 2,077,200 bushels, The cumulative total

for the peried sugust 1 - Lpril 13 was 261,494,400 bushels as against 257,555,000

in the similer period of the preceding crop year.

The following quantities of coarse grains were nlso delivered from farms in
the Frairie Frovinces during the weeck ending april 13, totals for the same week last
year being in brackets: ovats, 278,100 (998,500) bushels; barley, 164,100 (531,100);
rye, 29,200 (125,70C); flaxseed, 3,800 (82,900),

Ovorseas export clearances of wheot during the week ending April 13 amounted
to 1,634,500 bushels as comparod with 3,074,300 in the corresponding week last year,
bringing the cumulative total for the crop year to date to 111,428,200 bushels against
106,575,200 in the similar puriod of 1948-49, (Mem. 2)

STOCKS OF CRE.ERY BUTTER  Stucks of cresmery butter in nine citiss of Canade on

IIN NINE CITIES OF C,N.Di april 21 amounted to 18,942,000 pounis as compared with
5,624,000 on the corresponding date last year. Increuased

holdings were recorded for each of the nine centres except Quebec, Stocks of cresmery

butter were es follows by cities on april 21, totals for the same date last yeer

being in brackets (thousands oritted): Quebec, 182 (416) pounds; idontreal, 2,27

(1,637); Toronto, 4,737 (1,648); Winnipog, 7,528 (5€5); Regina, 588 (65); Saskatoon,

137 (120); Edmonton, 2,135 (2225; Calgary, 555 (153); Vancouver, 756 (438),

PRODUCTION OF EGGS INW MARCH Egg production in Canads this year has so far been
running close to the level of 1949, Net production

of eggs in March amounted to en ustimted 34,813,000 dozen as compared with 34,595,000

in the correspondinz month last year. During the first three months of the year,

90,604,000 dozen were produced as agninst 91,210,000 in the similar period of 1949.

Ieyers on forms during the menth averaged 25,821,000 as compared with 254521,000 In

sarch, 1949, and the avercge rate of lay per 100 layers was 1,491 eggs against 1,511,

Produetion of eggs in Ontario in Merch amcunted to 12,865,000 dozen as compered
with 12,492,000 in the same month last year; Quebec, 6,282,000 dozen compared with
6,139,000; alberts, 3,805,000 (3,864,000); Saskatchewan, 3,405,000 (3,604,000);
Manitoba, 2,878,000 (2,803,000); British Columbia, 2,634,000 (2,772,000); Nova Scotia,
1,512,000 (1,489,000); New Brunswick, 890,000 (849,000); and Princ¢ Edward Island,
542,000 (585,0005. (Miem. 3)

_——

BIRTHS, MGRRLLGES [ ND DELTHS  There werec more births, marriages and deaths in
INCHE.SED IN JaNULKY Canzde in January this year than in the sams month

last year, Births in the month numtered 25,362 as
comparod with 23,637 in January, 1949, increases being rccorded in all provinces
except Nova Scutia and New Brunswick.

llarriages during Jenuary advanced slightly to 5,582 from 5,554 a year earlier,
increases in Ontaric and Saskatchewsn more than offsetting declines in the remain-
ing provinces. Deaths in January totalled 9,695 as compared with £,370 in the caorres-
ponding month last year, Seskatchewan being the only province to record a decrease, (9)
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PRODUCTION OF¥ CRUDE PETROLLUM  4ll-Conada output of crude petrolcum and netural
AND N.TURLL GaS IN J..NUaRY greoline in January this year amounted to 1,926, -
867 berrels ns compared with 1,782,856 in the pro-
coding month and 1,356,483 in January, 1949, Two yesrs ngo the January cutput was
171,639 barrels, the successive annual increscses being nesrly equal.

4Llborta accounted fur 1,836,812 barrels in Januery as comparod with 1,280,086
# year earlier, Leduc's output increesed to 899,394 berrels as comparéd with 707,392
in Jenuery last year, Redwater to 448,978 bqrruls compared with 66,446, and Iloyd-
minster 60,422 berrels comparcd with »6 ,492, Crude output from Turnor Valley
deelined td 312,909 barrels compared Nlth 355,818,

The month's output from wells in Srskatchewan amounted to 60,838 barrels as
compered with 51,732 in Jenuary, 1949; Ontaris, 22,905 barrcls compared with 16,685,
Northwest Territories, 4,877 barrels comparci with (,281; end New Brunswick, 1 435
berrels compared with 1, b9).

Production of natural gas in Januery rcse to an all-time monthly high, totalling
9,571,840 il cubic fect s compared with the previcus record of 8,120,543 in December,
and 7,911,019 & year ago. Output in Alberta emounted to 8,526,93C M cubic feet
cs comparad with 6,892,669 il o yesr earlier; Ontaric, 933, 263 M (907,944 M}; Sask-
atchowan, 77,018 M (68,311 M); and New Brunsw1ck 34,629 i (42,095 M) (lO)

——

OUTPUT OF REFINED PETROLEUK PRODUCTS UP  Cenndicn productisn of refined petroleum
NINE PER CENT IN NOVEIBER ..ND 11 MONTHS  products increased nine per cent in
November and the first 11 months of the
yeur cs compered with 1948, Receipts of crude in November were two per cent lower
than a2 yeer earlier, but rose scven per cent in the 1l months.

The month's output amountud to 8,189,873 barrels ns compared with 7,538,067
in November, 1943, During the 11 months cnding November, 81,986,051 barrels were
produced cs against 75,086,794 in the some months of 1948. Receipts of crude in
the month totalled 8,431,325 barrels as compered with £€,540,908 = vear ago, and in
the 11 months amounted to 88,633,583 barrels against 82,867,645.

0f the crude petroleum received, 1,796,191 barrels came from Canzdian sources
as comperod with 1,205,389 o year earlior, the ll-month total risiang shorply to
18,803,868 varrels from 10,764,334, Receipts of importel crule in November fell off
to 6,635,137 barrels from 7,335,519, and in the ll-month period to 69,829,715 barreols
€ron 72,103,301 {I)

4NNULL REPORT ON CO4LL The Dominion Bureau of Statistics releascd on Jpril 25th
ST..TISTICS OF C:N.\Di the annual report entitled "Coal Statistics of Canada."

This publicaution gives detailsé statistics on the production
and distribution of coal and coke in Canada, alsy date on imports, exports, retail
selés, employment in coazl mines, etec. Statistics are shown for Canadn us a whole
and for eaech individuel province, Coples of this report may be obtained from tho
King's Printer, Ottawa. Tho price is 50 cents per copy. (12)
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PRODUCTION OF NiILS /ND  Production of wire nails in January this yeer was slightly

STEEL WIRE IN JENUARY lower than in the courresponding month last year, the
month's output amounting to 7,099 tons as compared with

1,193, Production in Januery of steel wire decreased to 27,266 tons as compared

with 29,014 a ysar carlier, while output of wire fencing totalled 1,998 tons as
compared with 2,246 in January, 1949. (13)

PRODUCTION /,.NO SHIPMENTS OF JRON Production and shipments of iron castings and

CASTINGS 4ND CAST IRON FIFES cast iron pipes and fittinss bath were lower in
January this year than last, according to the

Tirst of a new series of montaly reports issued by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics.

The month's output amounted to 59,400 tons as compared with 63,900 tons a year
carlier, and the shipments totalled 37,700 tons cumparsd with 44,600 tons, Pig iron
used by iron founderies during the month amounted to 32,900 tons, while consumption
of scrap iron end steel totolled 39,700 tons in the same period. (Mem, 4)

S —

SHIPMENTS OF LSEESTOS  Shipments of asbestos from Cenadian mines in February amounted
HIGHER IN HEBRU/.RY to 57,961 tons, mare then double last year's corresponding

total of 26,148 tons. In the first two mcnths of this year,
115,133 tons were shipped, sharply above the 75,020 tons in the simila: period of
1949, when labour disputes hed reduced production.

Exports in the month incrensed to 59,499 tons as compared with 33,223 in Februery,
1949, bringing the cumulative total for the first two months of the year to 114,258
tens as sgalnst 76,660 ip 1949, (13)

PRODUCTION AND SHIPKENTS  Production of Portland cement by Canadizan manufacturors
OF CEMENT IN FEBRU,RY was higher in February oand the first two months this year

than in the curresponding period of 1949, while shipments
to customers were down in the month and two months. February output amounted to
1,109,195 barrels compared with 1,103,605 in Februsry last year, and shipments totalled
799,357 burrels against 908,307, For the first two months of this year, aggrogate
production was 2,361,700 barrels, an increase of six per cent over the 1949 aggregate
of 2,225,624, while sfgregate shipments dropped to 1,443,126 from 1,529,351 barrels, (15)

M NUF..CTURES OF THE NON-FERROUS MET:LS  Production of non-ferrous metals and their
menufrctures in 1948 was valued at 1,270, -
323,000, showing an increase cof 23,5 per cent over the preceling yesr's total of +1,03%,-
531,000, according to finanl summary stotistics. The averege number of employess increased
to 99,921 from 96,080, =2ni the saleries and wages to 230,892,000 from $194,937,000,

411 of the industries in this group showed incrsases in produetion in 1948
compared with 1947, The gains were as follows: electricnl apparatus, 16 per cent
to $425,725,000; non-ferrous smelting an? refining, 27 per cent to $576,384,000;
whitc metal products, 33 per cent to $49,642,000; aluninum products, 17 per cent to
¥46,797,000; bress and copper products,.2] per cent to +122,383,000; jewellery and
silverwere, 19 por cent tc +42,179,000; end miscellansous non-ferrous products
industry, 27 per cent to 7,213,000,

Imports of non-ferrous metazls and their products wers valued at &lEé,OOD,OOO
in 1948 compared wita ¢161,000,000 in 1947, enl exports of Canndian-~mado goods of
this class were appraised ot 396,000,000 as against $304,000,000 in 1947, (16)
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PRODUCTION ND SHIFMENTS OF Produeticn of sawn lumber and ties in British
. SiWN LUMBER IN BRITISH COLUMBL. Columbia in February wes seven per cent lower
v than in the corresponding month lsst year, while

the shipments rose almost 22 per cent,

|- The month's output amountei to 202,202 M feet board measure as compared with
| 187,945 M & year earlicr, the total for the first two months »f the year also being
lower at 355,932 M feet compared with 382,078 I,

. Shipments in the month totalled 202,091 i foct board measurc as compered with
157,798 M e year ago, raising the two-month total to 354,860 M feet from 345,211 M
in the same pericd of 1949. (17)

—

oSPHALT FLOOR TILES  Froduction and domestic seles of asphalt floor tiles both were

higher in llarch, thc month's output amounting to 1,765,300
square feot as compared with 1,216,100 in the corresponding month last year, while
the sales rose tc 1,494,000 square feet from 1,438,200,

During the first three months of this yeer, 4,740,100 square Peet were produced
a5 wgainst 3,651,300 in the similar period of 1949, Sales in the period amounted to
3,8¢2,500 square feo? ac compared with 3,924,600 in the like period of 1945. (Mem. 5)

—

OpRLOADINGS ON CENLDI L RAIIMAYS Carlszdings on Canedinn reilways during the wedk

ended 4Lpril 15 rose to 69,042 cars from 63,5%
in the preceding wuck ~nl 64,776 in tho corresponding woek last yesr. In the first
15 woeks of this year, 1,027,188 cars were locded compared with 1,080,969 in the
same pericd of 1949, (13)

DISTILIED LIQUOR INLUUSTRY Value of production of the distilled liquor industry
ADVANCED 19 PER CENT IN 1948  of Conade in 1948 was (81,445,000, showing an in-

crease of 19 per cent over the precdding year's
value of 565,378,000, according to the Jominion Bureau of Statistics.

Whiskies ond other spirite produced during the year 1948, and pleced in bond
for maturing, totalled 17,211,772 proof gallsns with an inventory value of y1f,-
217,242, Net sales of poteble gpirits -- sales outside the distilling industry,
to liquor boards, export sales, ote. -~ amounted to 8,259,233 proof gallons valued
ot 54,400,398, The relatively high level of production, 28 compared with sales,
indicates & building up o7 Moturing stocks.

Cthar lEplctent projucts zsnurastured iccludied 0,099 772 krool gl Yns o2
industriel alconal valued at 6,276,699, of which 5,778,973 proof gallcns were
denctured and 3,300,794 procf gellons were not denstured.

In 1948 thore were 18 csteblishments engaged in the production of distilled
liquor, seven in Quebec, nine in Ontaris and two in British Columbia. These
establishments had 4,213 persons on their payrolls who received 9,416,330 in
salaries and wages, (13)
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LE, THER FOOTWE..R INDUSTRY Production of Canada's leather footwear industry rose

to & record value of $¥105,339,643 in 1948 as compared
with 104,147,182 in the prededing year, Bouts and shoes aceounted for ;104,665,327
of the total, miscellaneous products such as gloves, insoles end shoe uppers for
$403,999, and custom repair work for ¥$270,317,

isverage number of persons employed in the industry in 1548 was 21, 265 as compared
with 21,433 in 1947, while salaries and wages rose to ¢32,513,272 from w30 V285 7003
Cost of materials used totalled .,56,073,584 as against 57,444,765,

The number of pairs of leather footwear manufactured in 1948 declined to 32,326,-
766 es compared with 35,395,666 in 1947, while the average price per pair of all
shoes and slippers vose from $2.92 to ¢3.24. (20)

LinTHER GLOVES LND MITTENS  The output of the leather glove and mitton industry

in 1948 was valued at 310,187,000, n decrcase of 12,4
per coent from the record value of 11,623,000 reached in 1947, The volume of
output declined 13.8 per cent. The employecs numbered 2,415 as ccmpared with 2,82y,
and their salries and wnges aggregated 2,991,000 as compared with ¥3,298,000, (21)

nrpr——

MISCELLANEQUS IE.THER PRODUCTS Gross wvalue of production of the miscellansous
INDUSTRIES UP FOUR FER CENT IN 1948  leoather products industry in 1948 was (22,868, -

000, en increase of fouwr per cent over the
proceding year's total of 421,941,000, but e decline of two per cent from the poak
value of 323,248,000 in 1946,

There were 273 establishmonts in operation in 1948 employing 4,936 persons
who received 7,603,000 in salaries and wages as compsred with 290 plants with
4,977 employees earning 7,080,000 in 1947. Cost of matorials used in the year
totalled 410,930,000 as asgainst ¢ll,074,000,

Onterio was the major producing provinee in 1948, aceounting for 50 per cent
of tho total velus of production, Quebee following with 41 per cent, and the remain-
ing provinces for nino per cent. (22)

PRODUCTION 3D CONSUMFTION  Productisn of sulphuric acid in Canads in 1949 amounted
QF SULPHURIC .CID to 705,000 tons ~-- a ncw peak totel -- as compared

with 679,000 in the preceding year. The apparent con-
sumpt ion during the yesar was 637,700 tons as compared with 650,000 in 1548, Bxports
amounted to 17,336 tons, down from the 1948 total of 29,478 tons; imports were only
24 tons c¢ommprod with 59 tons a year earlicr,

The consumption of sulphuric acid ir 1948 by the fertilizers industry -- the
largest user -- amounted to 467,000 tons; by the heavy chemicals industry, 59,000
tons; in the cuke and gas industry, 35,200 tons; iron and steol, 20,800 tons; explosives,
19,700 tons; petroleum refining, 19,600 tons; and textiles, 12,500 tons. (Mem, 6)

MISCELLANEQUS FOODS INDUSTRY Gross value of products manufacturcd by the miscel-
lanecus foods industry rosc five per cent in 1948,
emounting to 133,284,924 as compared with $127,437,940 in the preceding yoar.

Thore were 234 es tablishr ents in operation in 1948 sziving employment to 6,340 persons
whose salery and wage paymuntu totalled 11,443,469 compared with 303 plants with

25 005 employeces rueg1v1ng 11,153,337 in 1947. Cost of materials used increased

tu ¥97,667,103 from 454, 412 054 (23)
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HLT AND CiP INDUSTRY  Gross value of production of the hat and cap industry of Cunada

in 1548 amounted to ;24,955,000 as compared with v26,814,000

in the preceding year, a decline of zlmost seven per cent,.

One-hundred and sixty four establishments were in operation in the yoar, giving

employment to 4,714 persons whose salery and woge payments amounted to §8,357,090,

&S against 169 plents employing 5,167 workers carning 48,287,000 in 1947,

oxpended for mtcrials decreased to 11,143,000 from y12,746,000, (24)

RELEASED DURING THiI WEEK -- (The numbers in this list correspond with those at the

end of news items, indicating the roport on which an item is bascd).
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