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iiJ 31iE IN COLfMODITY TRADE with all countries of 5,700, 000 
in March, compared with a small credit balance of 1,400,000 in the preceding 
month, and debits of 16,900,003 and 2,400,000 in March and April last year. 

IN COMMODITY TRADE WITH THE UNITED KINGDOM in March there was a debit balance of 
;2 1 400,000 instead of the traditional export surplus. This was due to a sharp 
rise to a new peak total in the value of imports and a fall in the value of 
exports. 

COST-OF-LIVING INDEX.jS for six of the eight regional cities registered increases 
during March, while two moved lower. Food price changes were malily responsible, 
altoagh fuel and light costs were higher at four centres. 

Cldill& FOR UNEMPIiJYENT INSURtNCE BEFITS in March nwnbored 133,404, up from the 
preceding month's total of 125,511, and above last yoar's March figure of 103 0 402. 

S 	• 	• 

CAN.DLiN FJRRS WILL SEED 400,000 fewer acres to spring wheat this year than in 
1949, making a total of 27,200,000 acres seeded to wheat for harvest in 1 950 . 
J. docroase of 850,000 acres in suminerfallow in the Prairie Provinces is also 
anticipated, bringing the total summerfallow to 20,100,000 acres. 

LIEPJIRTMENT STORE SAlES in March -- excluding NewThundland -- totalled t%67,361,000, 
down two per cent from last year's March figure of 69, 019, 000 . 

. 	S 

PRODUCTION OF STEEL IOTS in March, at 287,719  tons, was practiclly unchanged 
from a year ago when the output amounted to 287,885  tons. 

. 	S 	S 

SHIPMENTS OF CANADI.N-MADE MOTOR VEHICLES were again at a high ].evol in March, 
totalling 30,051 units compared with 30,137 in the preceding month and 25,566 
in March last year. 

PRODUCTION OF ElECTRIC ENERGY by cent.r21 electric stations rose t a high level in 
March, amountIng to 4,176,563,000 kilowritt hours compared with ,771,093,000 in 
Fbrury nd 3,923,721,000 in t,Irch list year. 
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LFoFUNITEJi:INGDQM Canada had a debit balance in commodity trade with 
£EF0RiY .N WRCH 	the United Kingdom in March instead of the traditional 

export surplus, due to a sharp rise to anew peak 
n 
	 tctaJ. in the value of imports and a fall in the value of exports. There was also 

extrordinary debit balance from trade with the other countries of the Common-
vrealth. At the sajre tined the debit balance with the United tates continued the 

p 	

dowiirJ trend of recent months, imports falling below a yea± earlier for the fifth 
successive month find exports again moving to a higher level.; These were only 
slightly offsot b a small export surplus to all other foreign counties. 

2ho not resilt was that Canada had a debit balance of trad€ with all countries 
of 	,'7O0,C 00 Jn March -- the first since April last year. ThiE coripa.res with a 
small credit balance of 41,400,000 in the preceding month, and debits of 416,900,-
000 and 2,400,000 in March and April last year. In the first quarter of the year 
the bcJco zas in Canada's favour to the extent of 47,500,000 conared with a 

f G00,000 in the same period of 1949. 

Th _cIvorse balance with the United Kingdom amounted to t2,400,000 as compared 
credt balances of 5,300,000 in February and il,300,000  in March 1  1949. In 

the 	iie favourable balance was r25,700,000,  loss than ba2! )nst year's 
firm I-quarter toti of 63, 200 , 000 . 

i.fl trau laitt the United Stc.tus there was a marked doclinc in the debit balance 
in the rcth to 3,700,000 from 44,900,000 in the corresponding month last year. 
In tL.o first qucrtcr, the debit balance was .:;38,100,033, sharply below last year's 
c1.obit of 132,800,000 in the same perici. 

urchandiso imports from the United iingdcra in .krch rose to 3207001000  from 
28,300, 000  a year earlier, while domestic exports foil to 430,100,000  from 9,500,-

00G.. This s the highest viue yet reached by imports from the United Kingdom and 
indicac a much Eu'ger volume then in any month last year. In the first quarter 
of the yoar, imports were up to .84,200,000 from 76,700, 000 , while the domestic 
exports were down to vl09,100,000 from 139,400,000. 

Imports from the United St-tcs i.e March fell to 160,900,000 from W69,0 00 , 000  
in the corresponding month last year, while domestic expts ruse to 154000,000 
from ,122,400,000, In the quarter, im.ports totalled 458,500,000  as against 482,-
00000, while domestic exports agogated ;.414,UjJ,000 compared with •i345,200,000. 

Tnperts from all countries in the month were valued at 2370400,000  as compared 
witL )200,200,000 in the prucoding month and Q235,9 00 , 000  in the corresponding month 
last year, bringing the total for the first quarter of the year to 649,500,000 as 
again3t 665,700 , 000 in the similar period of 1949. 

Domestic exports to all countries in the month -- as published earlier by the 
x3uroau - were valuod at 228,200,000 as ainst 199,500,000  in February and 216,-
800,000 a year earlier, and in the first quarter at .648,900,000 conarod with 
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Foreign exports in March were valued, at 3,500,OOO compared with 2,100 0 000 
In February and $2,200,000 a year ago, and in the first quarter totalled 8,100,-
000 compared with 6,300,000. 

Besides the increased dollar value of purchases from the United Kir€dom, and 
the slackening in buying in the United states, purchases were higier in March than 
a year earlier from Commonwealth countries in Africa and the Oceania group, but 
weo lower for Commonwealth countries in America and Asia. Buying from countries 
in Europe was slightly lower in value, but higher from Latin America and from other 
foreign countries. 

Imports from Commonwealth countries in Axnuri3a fell off in tie month to 
''7,O00  from 3,028,000 in the same month last year, and in the ,uortor to 3,314 , -

000 from 6,2,000. The drop in both periods was duo to smallor purchases from 
Barbados, Jamaica, Trinidad and Tobago, and British Guiana. Duo mainly to increased 
buying in British East Africa, imports from Commonwealth countries in A1rica rose 
in the month to 4.4,466,000 from 1,948,000, and in the quarter to $7,034,000  from 
4, 7l6000. 

iurohasos from Commonwealth countries in Asia fell in March to $5,173, 000  
from 6,533, 000 a year earlier, but In the quarter rose to 18,528,000 from l'7,851,- 
000. Imports from India and Pakistan were higher both in the month and quarter, but 
fell off from the Federation of Malaya. With purchases from Fiji up sharply, 
imports from Oceania rose to y3,9 0 7, 000  in March from 3,74,000 a year a, but 
weru clown In the quarter to 7,379,000  from 	,139, 000 . 

Imports from Latin American countries in k.rch showed a markod gain to $18,239,-
000 from 13,982,000 a year earlier, but wore down slightly in the quarter to 41,-
168,000 from 41,853,000.  Larger gains in the month were in imperts from Brazil, 
i'!loxico, Peru, while purchases from the Dominican Republic were dcwn sharply and 
,,:iuro steady from Vonozuola. 

The value of imports from European countries was down slightly in the month to 
-73 249,000 from 7,541,000, and in the three months to 17,982, 000 from 20,105,000 . 
iurchases were lower in the month and quarter from Belgiu.n't and Luxembo'g, France, 
Italy and Netherlands, but higher from Switzerland. There was a drop from Germany 
in the month but a narrow gain in the quarter. Mainly due to increased purchases 
from Arabia, Japan, and the Philippine Islands, imports from the remaining foreign 
countries rose in the month to 3,836,000  from  l,413,0i 0 , and ii the quarter to 
•1C,7,000 from .h5,357, 000 . 

-increased purchases of iron and ste± products, non-ferrous metals and products, 
mJ imicals and allied products wort chicily responsible for the rise in March in 
imports from the United Kingdom as compared with iiarch last year. Largest gain was 
in the value of iron and products which rose to 12,081,000 from 6,597,000.  Imports 
:f fibres and textiles, on the other hand, foil to .9,912,000 from 13,015,000.  Since 
he dovnluation of tile pound sterling would have some tendoncy to reduce prices of 

iriports in terms of dollars, it may be assuiaed that in terms of volume, increases were 
roater and decreases sni1lor than the value figures for imports from the United 
iniam indicato. 

A breakdown of imports from the Jnited States shows that thc largest decline, 
as in January and February, was in the ircn group, which full from '76,884,000 a 
year ago to 64,435,000. The fibres and textile group was also lower at 10,300,000 
against .;12,738,000, but there wore gains in agricultural and vogotable products, 
wood and wood products, non-ferrous metals, non-metallic minerals, chemicals and 
miscellaneous commodities. 
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Increases were shown in March over the sent month last year In total imports 
in sevon of the nine mnin commodity groups. The lsrgest declines were in iron and 
products which fell to 77,408,030 from 485,665,000, and fibres and textiles to 

2 8 ,3790 000 from  33,151,000,  In the forntr group there were njor declines In 
:olling mill products and most main classes of non-farm machincry, while automobiles 
md parts rose. Cotton and cotton products, wool products and artificial silk and 
iroducts contributed to the decline in the fibres and textiles group. 

The agricultural group rose to 32,820,000 from *28,174,000, with gains in 
:ruit, vegetables, sugar, coffee, tea, and vegetable oils, and declines in grains, 
ecoa, and alcoholic bavorages. Aninals and animal products as a group rose 
alightly to 6,480,000 from 6,362,000, and wood, wood products and paper to 
8,489, 000  from 7,288,000. 

Non-ferrous metals rose to 18,754,000  from 15,309,000, with gains In 
precious moto.ls (except gold), clocks and watches, and electrical apparatus. Non-
metallic minerals also increased as a group to 438,865,000 froni 37,2O3,OOO, 
declines in coal and stone being more than offset by advances in crude petroleum 
und petroleum products. ChomicaJ rose in total to 13,290,000 from 10 541 , 000 , 
md miscollaneou commodities to .12,880 0 000 ioL1 ,r12,052,000. (i nd 21 

C0T-0E-LIVIrn I1iDELiS FOR Cost-of-living indexes for six of ho eight regional 
EIc'FiT REGIONAL CITIES 	cities registered increases during March, while two 

moved lower. Food price changes were mainly rçsponsible, 
aitho ugh fuel and light costs were higher at four centros. Clothing and homefurnish-
Ings and services generally recorded narrow changes, while miscullaneous items 
cuivanc od fractionally in six centres. 

Conposito city mdcx increases between i.rrch 1 end April 1 wore as follows: 
Edmonton, 0.9 to 160.4; Halifax, 0,6 to 155,6; Vancouver, 0,5 t) 165.7;  Saint 
John, 0.3 to 159.8;  Sas1itoon, 0.3 to 164,8; Winnipeg, 0.2 to 1i9.0. The index 
for Toronto fell 0.3 to 160.4, and that for Montreal 0,1 to 166.5. Ln the same 
interval, tho Dominion index moved up 0.3 to 162.7. 

The following table comprises the latest city and Dominion cost-of-living Indexes: 

April 1, 1949 March 1, 1950 April 1, 195 0  
(August 1939=130 ) 

Ha1iax 	........... 152.3 155. 0  155.6 
Saint 	John 	........ 155.9 159.5 159, 8  
Montreal 	.......... 161.9 166.6 106.5 
Toronto 	........... 154.8 160.7 160.4 
Winnipeg 	.......... 153.8 158.8 159.0 
Saskatoon 	......... 161.8 164.5 164,8 
Edmonton 	.......... 154.3 159.5 160.4 
V'ncouver 	......... 160.5 165.2 165.7 

Dominion ,..,.,.., 	158.0 
	

162.4 
	

162,7 

The city indexes show changes in living costs for each eit and oompere the 
extent of the rise and fall between cities. They do not, Iiowovr, compare the actual 
level 01 living costs. Indexes shown in this tublo do not yet include data covering 
Nuwfo end land. 
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DEFARTiNT SIORE SALES DOWN Departnoat storj soles in Canada fr March -- excluding 
TJO PER CT IN MARCH 	Newfoundland -- totalled 67,361,0L0, down two per 

cent from last yoar's Ihrh figure of 69,019, 000. 
3ales for the first three months of this year amounted to 167,371,000, virtually 
unchanged from last ycarts  corresponding total of 167,821,000. Cornpnratively 
small changes in sales were reported from all regions in the month, ranging from a 
two per cent increase in Quebec to five per cent and six per cent decreases in 
Untario and British Columbia, respectively. 

During the week ending April 29, sales increased one per cent over the 
corresponding week last year, accarding to preliminary figu.rcs. All provinces 
shared In the rise except Saskatchewan and Manitoba, where declines of 13 per 
cent and three per cent were recorded. Sale-s in the Maritimes increased seven 
per cent, British Columbia six per cent, Alberta four per cent, and Ontario 
three per cent. In Quebec, sales remained unchanged. 

Nine of the 18 departments reported increased sales in ilaret as compared with 
the same month a year ego. The only substantial rise, however, was in household 
appliance saks, which advanced 16 per cent. Most other changes ranged narrowly 
around the overall docrcsc of two per cent, exceptions including piece-F.00ds which 
foil 10 per cent, hardware eight per cent, and lingerie seven per cent. 

Retail stocks held at the first of March were down two per cent compared with 
those hold a year earlier, the first decrease ruportod over the last throo years. 
Nine departments reported decreased stocks, hardware at 15 per cent and hosiery 
and gloves at 19 per cent having the largest declines. i-.ingerie stocks rose 10 per 
cent, the highest gain recorded. 

Sales wore as follows by provinces in iãerch, totals for LLarci laet year being 
in brackets (figures in thousands): iiaritime Provinces, V5,076 (5,122); Quebec, 
01 091 ( 10 ,873); Ontario, y 24,08 (25,606);  i'ianitoba,  09, 8 21 (9,791); Sask-
atchewan, ,3,780 (3,314), klbert., 4,314 (4,945), BritIh Colwrtbia, V 8,381 
(8068). (3) 

CLeIIS FOR ULOViiNT 	Claims for unemployment insurance benefits in March 
INOTJFNCE aN EFITS IN i.RCH numbered 133,404, up from the preceding monthts  total 

of 125,511,  and above last year's March figure of 
103,402. Initial and renewal claims, representing mainly new cases of unemployment 
among insod persons, totalled 119,533,  an increase over both the February figuro 
of 10,,282, and the Larch, 1949  total of 88,786. On the last working day of March, 
ordinary claimants on the live unemployment register numbered 265,38 2  as compared 
with 286,163 at the and of February and 185,787 on the corresponding date last year. 

Increased claims were recorded in all provinces except Nova Scotia, which fell 
to 6,729 from 7,433  in March, 1949. Thu number in Ontario rose to 43,650 from 30,096, 
Quebec to 43,623 from 33,381,  and British Columbia to 14,925 from 12,731. ClaIms 
for other provinces were as follows, totals for March last year being in brackets: 
:anitaba, 7,048 (5,931); Alberta,  6,997  (5,720); New Brunswick, 5,465 (4,985); 

Li.okutchewan, 3,381 (2,574);  Newfoundland, 879 (-); and Prince ledward Island, 702 
(551). 	() 
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iEGE INTLIITIONS FOR 	Canadian farmers will seed 400,000 fewer acres to spring 
C?j'. 1950  FLLJ CROPS wheat this year than in 1949, making a total of 27,200,- 

000 acres seeded to wheat far harvest in 195 0 , the 
Dminion Bureau of Statistics estimates on the basis of farmers intentions at 
.pri1 30. A decrease of 850,000 acres in sun'imerf allow in the Prairie Provinces is 
• Ao anticipated, bringing the tot'l sumerfaflow to 20,100,000 acres. 

Offsetting these declines, significant increases are looked for in the njor 
coarse grain crops and flaxseod. The intended acreage of oats at 12,000,000 acres, 
is up six per cant from last year while barley at 6,900,000 has rogistorod an 
inreaso of 15 per cent. Total rye acrogo is practically unchangod from 1949  but 
an anticiputoci increase of 55 per cent in flax seedings should give Canada nearly 
halt' a million acros of flax this year. The acreage intended for potatoes this 
year is five per cent below the 1949  ltvel. 

Intended wheat seedings in the Prairie Provinces are placed at 26,100 0 000 
acres, down some 400,000 from 1949.  Ontario's 'thoat acreage for harvest in 195 0  
is currently placed at 917,800 acres, nearly all of which is winter wheat, an 
increase of six per cent over the 1949  harvested, area. Wheat is of much less 
impor tr,nco in the r oiaain ing pr avi. nc us and the sfra1 1 changes mci ± a ted have 1 it U o 
offoct on the national total. 'inter wheat is seeded to sone extent in Alberta 
and Saskatchewan but official ostimritos on those seedings are not currently avail-
able. It is thought, however, that the total of such wheat on the Prairies is 
probably loss than 200,000 acres. 

The anticipated change in wheat acreage from 3st year in each of the Prairie 
Provinces is as follows: Manitoba, down 317, 000  acres or 10 per cent; Suskatcbon, 
up 157, 000 acres or one per cent; and Alberta, down 228,000 acree or throo per cont. 

western wheat acreage of the manitiñu if 26,10,iJ will, if realized, con-
siderably exceed 	the 1940-49 average of 22,700 , 003  but would bt cano oix per cent 
bolow the recor . 1ve1 of 1940  whori 27,800 2 000 acres were .oan t. wh t in thu 
Prairie Frovincus. 

For the country as a whole, farmers intend to seJ. 12,000,J3 acres to oats as 
compared with 11,400,000 in 1949.  Increases arc indicated in all provinces, with 
.1borta and Saskcttchowan accounting for the rnjur portion. The 1940-49  average 
acreage of oats in Canada as a whole was 12,800,000. The intondd barley acreage 
for all Canada is estixinted at 6,900,000 acres as compared with 6,000,000 last year 
and the 10-year average of 6,600,000. Increases are anticipated in all fa'ovinces 
exeept Nova Scotia and Ontario. 

The area of fall rye for harvest in 1949 is placed at 832,30 0  acres, a decrease 
of five per cent from last year's harvested acroa. Spring rye seeding intentions 
are up 12 per cant from the 1949  acreage level. For all rye the indicated acroage 
is 1,200,000 acres, practically unchanged from 19 4 9. The intended flaxsood acreage 
of just under h. 1' r,.i.lio.i acres reirosoatu an increase of 55 per cent from the 194 9 
level of only 321,000 acres. This conozs with the 1940-49 average of 1,300,000 
acres and the record seeding in 1943  of 2,900,000 acres. (5) 



:Ttli1: iLt. t:J 
fl'D 	IhdO3T 	last year and in nest areas well be.ind ncrnni, 

states the Dominion Bureau of Stati:tics in the 
it l91: :ri: 	tl-ahi 

bur 	ri 	 itt 	1'::O:.C. 1 

,UteC. 'iood prorcss ias been made in southern anu central coanis f ntario 
but work will not start in the north for another week to 10 days. Pastures have 
been slow to start throughout eastern Canada and most cattle are still being 

i) fed. 

In the Prairie Provinces, with the exception of small areas in southern 
'ta and Saskatchewan, practically no nuoding has bcn done. Seeding over 

auch of Alberta and Saskatchewan should become general this weok but excessive 
:.ioisture in the greater part of iiaiiitoba will delay seeding for another woek or 
flare. Temperatures throughout the Prairies have beo.n generally well below normal 
to date this season. For the most part, surface moisture is adequate to promote 
urmination in Alberta and Saskatchewan but subsoil reserves are generally below 

:ormal. Backward weather has also delayed fie.i.d work in British Columbia. 
a:'omcts for most fruit crops are considered generally below normal. 

The season in the Muritiines is considerably delayed by cold wiathr. Seeding 
ia11er way in the Annapolis Valley of Nova Scotia and some ploughing ftas been 
done in Cumborland. County. Elsoutheru in the province work on the land has not 
started. Pastures have wintered well but some winter-killing of ciovers 15 
ropor.tod in the Amherst area. In New Brunswick only a few very early fields 
have been seeded with most of the land being too wet to handle. Clovors and 
alfalfa suffered severe winter injury and warrt weather is needed for the growth 

.:.dows and pastures. 

n strong contrast to last year it has not yet been possible to start field 
...a. in Quebec. It is expected, however, that some farnrs in the districts 

around 1Ioritroal will start seeding this week, given warner weather. Low temperatures 
and night frosts have delayed growth in pastures and meadows with the result that 
att1e are still being stable fed. Me.ows have been darr.agod in somo areas but it 

ocr ly to ostirrte the general extent of winter-killing. 

ersistont cold, backward weather throughout Ontario has delayed spring seeding 
..terably this year, Very little was completed in April, but go 	progress was 

nau in the southern and central counties during the first week of May. It will be 
another week to 10 days before work on the land is started in northern Ontario. 
lthough pastures have made very little growth, lack of feed supplies has forced 

a number of farrnors to turn out their young cattle and dry cows. However, most 
att10 are still being stable fed. Extensive winter-killing of clover and alfalfa 

has beon repsrted and the prospective hay crop has been reduced conirably. From 
10 to 15 per cent of the winter wheat acreaap has been killed and the development 
of the remainder has been slowed by the cool, frosty weather. Fruit buds have boon 

	

j 	t, 	- aa.al frait a.ai: 	ort 	'ta1cw tht o  
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Appreciably bolow norn1 temperatures throughout the Prairie Provinces have 
delayed, drying and retarded pasture development. Field work is as much as two 
weeks later than usual in most areas. The oltuation in Ihnitoba is aggravated by 
excessive precipitation and serious flooding in the Rod River V11oy. For the 
uost part surface inoisturo is adequate to start germination in lberta and Sask-
:hewan but subsoil moisture reserves are generally below norni.1. 

in British Columbia the season is fully two weeks lator tuin lat year. 
Lilo soeding has commenced in the lower Fraser Valley, work on the land generally 

:s been delayed by the backward weather. The danger of floods is still serious 
in many areas because of the large amount of snow remaining in the mountains. 
Orchards throughout the province, show serious hunztgo. Provincial officials state 
that peach and apricot crops will be a noar failure, while cherries and prunes 
will by roducod by half. Nearly normal crops of peers are expected but apples 
may be reduced considerably. Strawborry añ raspberry production is expected to 
roach the 1949 Jvol but loganherrios will be short. (6) 

3'IOCS ID MRKETINGS OF Stocks of Canadian whoat in storo or in transit in North 
FT D COLRSE GRiINS 	iorioa at nidnight on ipril 27 amounted to 126,780,200 

bushels as compared with 129,130,800  a week earlier, and 
118,551,000 on the co''rosponding date last year. Deliveries of wheat from fais 
in the Prairie Provinces during the week amounted to 2,080,500 bushels, down from 
lcst year's corresponding total of 2,35,4 00  bushels. The cumu1tivo total for 
the period august 1 - ztpril 27 was 265,006,500  bushels ai against 262,687,5 00  in 
the similar period of the preceding crop year. 

Ovrsoas expn't clearances of wheat riuring the week ending Lpr1l 27 anunted. 
to 2,594,700  bushels as compared with 2,690,400 in the corresponding wook last 
year, bringing the cumulr.tive total for the crop year to date to 116,104,800 bushels 
against 112,226,400 in the similar period of 1948-49. (Mem. 1) 

PRODUJTION OF BUTR ND Creamery butter production VTh3 slightJy loi;or in April 
IU PRIL 	than in the corresponding month kst ywar, falling to 

19,369, 000  pounds from 19,477,000,  but was higher in 
the first four months of the year at 50,175,000  pounds against 49,878,000. 

Cheddar cheese production was also lower in tho nionth at 4,855 ,000 pounds 
comporod with 5,286,000 last year, but was higher in the four-nor1th period at 
9,646,000 pounds compared with 7,915,000  pounds. 

pri1 output of concentrated riilk products stood at 31,312,000 pounds compared 
with 35,245,000  a year ago, total for the four-month period standing at 83,245, 000  
pounds coaparod with 91,394,000.  leo cream production in March was 1,549,000 
gallons as aainst 1,923,000 a ycar ago, and in the cumulative period totallod 
4,677,000 gallons compared with 5,380,000. (7) 

PROCS CE 	PRODUCTION Production of process ChOUSO in pril amounted to 
DECRFISED IN .PRIL 	3,064,000 pounds, a decrease of 23 per cent from the 

revised figure of 3,967,000 pounds proiuceJ. in March, 
but an increase of 10 per cent over the 2,789,000 pounds recorded in 2'pril last 
year. Stacks hold, by manufacturers advanced 15 per cent, totallinj 1, 157, 000  
pounds as compared with 1,011,000 hold at the end of March. 
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STOCKS OF DLJRY ND POULTRY PRODWTS Stocks of creamery butter were higher on 
May 1, amounting to 28,:347,000 pounds as 

compared with 27,860,000 on pri1 1 and 13,520,000  on the corresponding date Inst 
year, Cheese stocks totalled 3,744,000 pounds compard with 4,97e,000 on pri1 1 
and 23,977,000  a. year earlier. 

Stocks of evaporated whole miii: hld by or for rnnnuI'acturrs on May 1 omountud 
to 6,868,000 pounds as compared with 6,535,000 on april 1 and 9,02,00O on the 
amo date last year, while holdings of skim milk powder were 3,329,000 pounds as 

agaInst 2,567,000 on april 1 and 9,953,000 a year ago. 

Hay 1 stocks of eggs, shell and frozen, amounted to 538,000 cases as compared 
with 379,000  on Apri1 1 and 721,000 on May 1 last year. Holdings of poultry moat 
decreased to 14,2961000  pounds from 17,183,000  on pri1 1, but were above last 
year's May 1 figure of 6,084,000 pounds. (Mom. 2) 

PRODUCTION ND STOCKS OF RG4Rfl' 	Production of margarine in Canada in pT1l 
decreased to 7,187,000 pounds as compared 

with 11,003,000 in the preceding month and 7,326,000 in the corresponding month 
last year. Despite the decline in the month, the cumulative total for the first 
four months of this year rose sharply to 34,900,000  pounds from 19,059,000 in the 
similar period of 1949.  Stacks of margarine at the beginning of May amounted to 
3,957,000 pounds, an increase over the pri1 1 total of 2,819,0 00 pounds. (Mom. 3) 

STOCKS OF iT ND IRD ON MLY 1 Stocks of meat held by packers, wholesale butchers 
and c old storage ware ho us us on May 1 amo unto d to 

73,517,000 pounds as compared with 66,560,000 on ipril 1 and 80,469,000 on the 
corresponding date last year. 

Holdings of frozen meat totalled 41,276,000 pounds compared with 33,334,000 
on ALpril 1 and 48,232,000 on May 1 last year. Stocks of fresh neat decreased s1ight) 
to 15,977,000  pounds from 16,257,000 on pri1 1, but were above last year's May 1 
figure of 15,741,000 pounds. Stocks of cured meat fell to 16,264,000 pounds from 
16,9699 000  on pril 1 and 16,496,000 on May 1, 19 4 9. 

May 1 stocks of lard amounted to 5, 1 27, 000  pounds as compared with 3,734,000 
at the beginning of hpril and 4 ,769, 000  on the same date last year. (Mom. 4) 

BIRWS, M1RRLGES ND DEATHS There were more births, marriages and deaths in 
INCRE..D IN FLBRURY 	Canada In FouE.ry and the first two months of 

this year than in the sane porioth; of 1949.  Births 
in the month numbered 25,518 as compared with 24,446 in February, 19 49, Increases 
being recorded in eli provinces except New Brunswick, Quebec and Saskatchowan. 
Durin the two months ending February, births amounted to 52,238, an increase of 
3.8 per cont over last year's corresponding total of 50,316. 

Marriages during February advanced to 5,763 from 5,615 a year or.rlior, gains 
being recorded in Prince Edward Island, Now Brunswick, Ontario and 1borta. In 
the two-month period, there wore 11,451 marriages as against 11,363 in the similar 
period of 1949.  De'ths in February nwaborod 9,736 as compared with 8,787 a year 
ago, all provinces being lower except Nova Scotia, Quebec, Ontario and British 
Columbia. In the two months, doaths advanced 8.4 per cent, totalling 19,628 compared 
with 18,108 in the liko period of 1949. (8) 
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VEH.LCIE S1L1.NTS L MARCH factory shipnnts of Canadian-rade iiotor vehicles 
were again at a high level in March, with a 

substantial advance over a year earlier, the gain being due to increased shipments 
f passenger cars. Cumulative total for the first three months of this year was 
iear1y 60 per cent higher than in the similar period of 1949. 

There viere 30,051 units shipped in March as compared with 30,137 in the pre-
cding month and 25,566 in March last year • The cumulative total Cor the first 
uarter increased to 38,715 units a compared with 56,626 in the ltke period of 

1949, 

1fl1JflentS of passenger ciu's in iareh advanced to 21,922 units as compared 
with 17,057 in March last your, while commercial vehicles were slightly lower at 
8,129 units as against 8,509. In the three-month iriod, 65,30 8 passenger cars 
wore shipped as against 33,516 a year ago, and 23,407 commercial vehicles compared 
with 23,110. 

Vehicles shipped for sale in Canada accountod for 28,108 of the month's 
total as compared with 23,743  in March, 1949,  bringing the cumulative total to 
82,531 units against 51,001 in the same months last year. Vehicles for export 
numbered 1,943 units in March compared with 1,823 a year earlier, ad in the 
quarter totalled 6,184 units compared with 5,625. (9) 

SALES Ni) FLNCING O1 	While registoring a more moderate increas& over 1949 than 
MOnIOR VE1IICIES DT  MARCH In the two previous months, March sales of now motor 

vehicles were maintained at a high lovel. Financing of 
sales of new and used vehicles also continued to show large incroas s. 

A total of 34,492 new vehicles were retailed for :68,766,768 in March as 
compared with 24,637 vehicles sold for P 522,359,305  in the same month last ycru', 
raising the cgogato for the first three months of this year to 90,582 units 
valued at ?181,062,711 from 50,625 units at 108,524,877 in the like poriod of 194 9. 

During the month there were 26,654 new and used, motor vehicles financed to the 
extent of 425,248,367 as against 16,7 11 units financed for 16,180,64 a year earlier. 
In the qucxter the number of units financed was 61,263 compared with 36,570,  and their 
financed value totalled •58,67 0 ,298 compared with 35,861,722. (10) 

Pi0DUCTI0N OF ELECIC EIGkUTORS AhD froductioxi of electric rolrigerators rose 
D0iESTIC WASHING MACHIIS IN JiBRURY 	to an all-time monthly high record in 

February, while the output of domestic 
washing machines was substantially bolow February last year. Factory stocks of 
both appliances at tho end of the month were sharply higher than a year earlier. 

Output of electric refrigerators amounted to 21,410 units as compared with 
13,319 in the corresponding month of 1949,  raising the total for the first two 
months of this year to 38,9.5 units as aairst 26,650 in the similar period of 
1949. Thu month's production of donstic washing m. - chlnos declined to 19,267 
units from 29,341  in February last year, and in the two months to 44,944  units 
from 61,427. 

Factory stocks of electric refrigerators at the end of February rose to 4,585 
units from 1,996 a year ago, while the stocks of washing machines were up to 16,672 
units as compaod with 2,87 2 . (11) 
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PRODUCTION OF CNA.DA'S IEDING MThRALS Production of nine of 16 of Canada's 
loading minerals was higher in February 

this year than in the corrosponding month last year, according to figures released 
by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. 

January production was as follows, totals for the same month last year being 
in br?.ckts: asbestos, 57,172 (48,872) tons; cement, 652,920 (622,621) barrels; 
clay products, 4,100,953 (1,267,525);  coal, 1,800,458 (1,856,141) tons; copper, 
44 1 423,973 ( 41,611,545) pounds; gold, 354,773 (30 9, 810 ) fine ounco; gypsum, 157,-
09 (15 2 , 011) tons; iron ore, 2,763 (2,457) tons. 

Lead production in the month amounted to 19,116,053 tons (21,.92,887  tons in 
January, 1949); lime, 78,229 (84,134)  tons; natural gas, 9,571,840 (7011, 019) 
M cubic foot; nickel, 20,412,249 (22,358,071) pounds; petroleum, 1,926,867 
(1,)56,483) barrels; salt, 55,472 (61,041) tons; silver, 1,195,677 (975,99 1 ) fine 
our1co; zinc, 39,422,109 (43,895,175)  pounds. (12) 

PRODUCTION OF PIG IRON Production of pig  iron and stool ingots and castings 
ND STEEL IN M/.RCH 	foil in March from a year earlier, but was higher than 

in the preceding month. In the first quarter of this 
yocr both were lower than in the same period of 1949,  the decline in steel ingots 
and castings being slight. 

Output of pig iron in th month amounted to 174,944  net tons compared with 
157,200 in the preceding nth and 202,130 in the corrosponding month last year, 
bringing the cumulative total for the first quarter to 522,576 tons against 557 0 928. 

March output of steel ingots and castings totalled 294,303 not tons compared 
with 258,123 in February and 298,461 in March, 1949,  and in the first three months 
of this year amounted to 842,375 not tons compared with 842,439. 

Production of forro-.alloys in March amountod to 17,157  net tons compared 
with 9,602 in February and 22,457 last year. First-quarter total wa 36,720  net 
tons cornpared with 66,101 tons. (Mom. 5) 

PRODUCTION OF STEEL INOOTS EThduction of steel ingots in Canada in March, at 
287,719 tons, was practically unchanged from a year 

ago when the output amounted to 287,885  tons. During the first three months of 
this year, 823,503 tons wero produced as compared with 812,881 in the like period 
of 1949. (13) 

GOLD PRODUCTION IN FEBRUSRY Gold production in Canada in February was down one per 
cent from January, but increased 14 per cent above 

February, 1949. The month's production amounted to 350,704 fine oUnces as compared 
with 35),9l1  in January and 307,608 in February last year. During the first two 
months of this year, 704,615 fino ouneos wore produced as against 617,418  in the 
similar period of 1949,  an advance of 14 per cent. 

Mines in Ontario accounted for 199,465  fine ounces in February as compared with 
182,)17 in the same month last year; Quebec for 89,501 fine ounces compared with 
71,443; British Columbia, 24,847 fine ounces (24,778 in February, 1949);  ManItoba and 
Saskatchewan, 22,369 (14,829);  Northwest Torritorics, 13,911 (13,601); and Yukon 
Territory, nil (23). (14) 
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SJ25 OF i-.INS, VRISS S1os of paints, varnishes and lacquers by ninnuThctur- 
JOUS IN 2.LJH 	cr3 which noxal1y account for all but a small percent- 

age of the total Canadian production, cunountod to 
•,6,439,580 In March as compared with 6,704,000 in the same month last your. During 
the first three months of this year, salos totalled. 17,531,442ts atinst 18,428,- $ 	?10 in thc simi1.: period of 194 9. (15) 

JTFiPl OFC3NTL EL1JThIC Production of olectric energy by cntra1 electric 
TI0I iIOtR IN LJH 	stations rose to a high l6vol in Larch this year, 

being exceeded only by the all-timo peak total. for 
Lay last year, The month's output was 11 per cent above the pr(ceding month, and 
six per cent higher than in iarch, 19 4 9. Total for the first three months of this 
your incroasod nine per cent over the similar period of 1949.  All provinces shared 
in the rise both in the month and cumulative period except Ontario. 

The month's output amounted to 4,17,563,000  kilowatt hours as compared with 
3,'771,093,000 in February and 3,923,721,000 in March last year. During the first 
quo.ter, 12,019,O9,000 kilott hours were produced as uinst 11,022,918,000 in 
the SC.!L :onths last your. Output in Jay, 19 49, stood at 4,271,)27,0J0  kilowatt 
hour 3. 

Consijt1un of primary power in March increased to 3,791,55,000  kilowatt 
hours from 3,601,670,000  a year earlier, and in the three-month period to 10,991,- 
20L 000 kilowatt hours comred. with 10,120,766,000. Exports to ths United Statos 
in March totalled 175,805,000 kilowatt hours, slightly above last year's corros- 
pondin; total of 175,018,000 kilowatt hours. Despite the small gain in the 
month ;  exports for the throo months declined to 435,401,000 kilowatt hours from 
488,37, 000  in the like period of 19 49. (16) 

FN(RTR;FFIC ON IJRPLN ND The total number of passengers cirried by both 
1j1UIE1LINES IN .IANURY 	interurban and urban transit systems in Canada 

in January dropxd 3,372, 494 or .4 per cent from 
hast year's J:nui.ry total of 138,717,300.  The decreaso i. in urban raffic was nearly 
2,672,000 while interurban was off 700,547 fares. Urban receipts increaaed from 

ti. 9,35 1 ,9 00 or by 9.5 per cent, while interurban rovnues at 3,065,- 
, )19 or 2.7 per cent fm January, 19 4 9. (17) 

i)IN( UN C 1DLN RJLWYS Carloadings on Canadian railways during the weak 
ended. April 29 totalled 75,148 cars, a near 

cord for the period, as conipi..xod with 74,098 cars in the same week last your, an 
1vanco of 1,050 cars or 1.4 per cont. Cwnulutivo loadings for thL first four 
onths of this year were 1,174,270  cars against 1,228,907  inst  year. 

hastorn division loadings in the week climbed to 50,315 oars as compared with 
1;.1iO the West, despite floods in southern Manitoba, reported 24,833 cars 

against 24.973 cars in the same period of 1949.  (18) 
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ThLNT IN UNIVERSITY ENROMENT  The trend in university enrolment in Canada has 
DOJD SINCE 194 7-48 

	
boon downward in the past to academic years after 
reaching an all-time pock in 1947-48, according 

to preliminary figures released by the Dominion Buroau of Statistics. Despite 
the drop in the two years, onro Lments currently exceed war ani pro-war yocrs by 

wide margin. 

The larger Canadian uniijorsitioa which nornnlly account for about 95 per cent 
of all onrolmorrts h.d 67,375 students onrollod for the 19.:.,-50 turm, i dicating 
that enrolment in all universities in Canr.da is now about 70,000 as compared with 
85,000 two years ago. 

AMOnG the larger faculties, reductions are particularly noiceable in agri-
culture, engineering, and applied science. Liedicine, dentistry, veterinary science 
and schools of social work show increases. Enrolmonts in the law courco have 
remained steady. The nuxither of arts and science students has decreased at the 
undergraduate but risen at the post-graduate level. (lIen. 6) 

PRODUCTION ND S.1ES OF Wino produced in Canada in 1948 and p1 iced in bond for 
WINE LOWER IN 1948 	maturing amounted. to 5,039,000 gallons, showing n. 

decrease of 17 per cent from the preceding yoar's total 
of b,088,000 gallons. Fermented wines bottled or sold in bulk were also lower, 
amounting to 4,245,000  gallons compared with 4,976,000 the year eforo. 

The inventory value of the wine produced in 1948 was p3,300,000, down from 
4,296,000 in 1947,  while the value of the wine sold was IIe9,576,000 as compared 

with a0,713,000  in the preceding year. All other products of the wino industry --
grape concentrate, grape juic, wino spirits, etc. -- made and scid during the 
year had a value of 856,000 as compared with 1, 171, 000 . (19) 

ilCJRONI AND KINDPED PRODUCTS INDTBTRY Gross value of production of the macaroni 
and kindred products ind.istry in 1948 

amounted to ./7,733,558 as compared with 5,963,158 in the preceding ycr. There 
was an average employment of 676 persons who received $1,289,074 in salaries and 
wages as compared with 703 employees whose earnings totalled 1,13,224 in 1 94 7. 
The cost of materials used was 4,827,220  against 3,468,816. 

The production of macaroni, spghotti, vermicelli, noodles, etc., amounted to 
83,130,860 pounds with a selling value at the factory of ?7,629,818  as compared 
with 79,255,918 pounds valued at 5,811,027 in 1947. (20) 

AUTOMOBILE PARTS INDUSERY Gross value of products turned out by ho automobile 
parts industry in 1948  amounted to 1140,068,414, an 

increase of 6.3 per cent over the preceding year's total of 131,5j.3,510 . 

0no-hudred and thirty-seven establishments were in operation during the year 
giving employment to a monthly average of 16,388 persons ikto rocoived 09,226,37 0  
in salaries and wages as compared with 128 plants employing 17,487 wkors who 
were paid ,.36,559,864 in 1947. Cost of materials used was 70,004,484 as ainst 
4,65,43 0 ,940 . 	(21) 
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REL1ASED DURG THE WEEK -- (The nunibors in this list correspond with those at the 
end of news itums, indicating the report on which an item is based). 

Reports and Bulletins 

1. Monthly Summary of Foreign Thade, Morch (10 cents). 
2. Monthly Summary of Imports for Consumption, March (20 cents). 
. Departnnt Store Sales and Stocks, March (15 cents). 

4. Statistical Report on the Operation of the Unemployment Insurance 
Act, March (25 cents). 

5. Intention to Plant F11d Crops. Winter-killing and Spring Condition 
of Fall Wheat, Fall Rye, and Hay and Clover Moadows, 

Progress of Spring Seeding (10 cents). 
6. TelegraphIc Crop Report, Canada (10 cents), 
7. Dairy Factory Production, April (10 cents). 
8. Births, Marriages and Deaths, February (10 cents). 
2. otor Vehicle Shipments, March (io cents). 

10. Sales of Now Motor Vohjcio and Financing of Motor Vohicit Sa]Ls, 
March (25 cents). 

11. Domestic Washing Machines and Electric Refrigerators, February (10 conts). 
12. Production of Canada's Iadthg Minerals, January (10 cents). 
13. Stool Ingots, March (10 cents). 
14, Gold Production, February (10 cents). 
15. Sales of Paints, Varnishes and Lacquers, March (10 cents). 
16. Central Electric Stations, March (io cents). 
17. Thansit Report, January (10 cents). 
18. Carioadngs on Canadian Railways - Woekly (10 cents). 
19. The Wine Industry in Canada, 1948 (25 cents). 
20. The Macaroni and Kindred Products Industry, 1948 (15 conts). 
21. The Automobile Parts Industry, 1948  (15 cents). 
22. Electric Vacuum Cleaners, 1949  (10 cents). 
23. The Machine Shops Industry, 1948  (15 cents). 
24. The Asbestos Products Industry, 194 8 (15 cents). 
25. Water Tmnsportation, 1946, 1967, 1948 (25 cents). 
26. Operating Results and Financial Structuro of Miscellaneous Retail Stores, 

1948 (25 cents). 
27, The Button, Buckle, and Fastener Industry, 1948 (15 cents). 
28. The Labour Force -- Quarterly Survey Week Ended March 4, 1,50  (25 cents). 
29. Factory Sales of Electric Storage Batteries, March (io cents). 

Memoranda 

1. Grain Statistics - Weekly (10 cents). 
2. Stocks of Dairy and Poultry Products, Mayl (10 cents). 
3. Margarine Statistics, April (10 cents). 
4. Stocks of heat, Lard and Tallow, May 1 (10 conts). 
5. Production of Pig Iron ad Steel, March (10 cents). 
6. Preliminary Report on University and College Enrolzont, 1949-50  (25 cents). 
7. Production, Shipments and Stocks of Gypsum Products, February- (10 cents). 
8. Pack of Apples and Apple Products from 1949  Crop (lu cents). 
9. Asphalt Floor Tiles, April (io cents). 

10. Ammonium Sulphate, 1949  (10 cents). 
11. Stoves and Furnaces, March (10 cents). 
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