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--- AIGHLIGHTS CF THIS ISSUE ---

CHEQUES CASHED AGAINST INDIVIDUAL ACCOUNTS in November totalled $8, 540,000,000 --
the second highest monthly tot=l cn recard. Tuis was 6,5 per cent. above the
Novembor 1948 figurs of 8,022,000,000,

CLAIMS FOR UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCEZ BENEFITS in November numbered 124,889, up over
the Octobor figure of 77,091, und above the 73,119 in Noverber, 1948,

L] . =

EMPIOYMENT IN THE BEIGHT MASOR INDUSTRIAL GROUPS showed a further slight decline at
the begluning of November, tut there was a small sdvance in the exvenditures in
weekly salariecs enid wages as compared with October 1.

THE GRMNERAL INDEX NUMBER OF WHOLESALE PRICES nmoved down 0,1 points duwring November
to 157.0 as compared with 157.1 in the preceding month, at the November level,
the index was down 2.4 pointc from the some month of 1948,

. . .

COST-0F-LIVING INDEXES for the oight rogional cities presented mixed changes during
Novembor. Fooud indexos were moderateoly lower for all cities but slight incresses
in rentals at sumd Sentral were: suiiicient te ovarbzlance declines £or tas
formor indoxes,

FARM PRICES OF AGRICULTUR.,.L PRODUCTS WERE LOWER on the average in November than in
October, the Bureau's all-Canada index, on the base 1935-39=100, being tentatively
ostimated at 246,0 wo cowpered with 247.1 in October and 258,00 in Nevembar, 1948,

CASH INCOME OF CANADTAN FANMERS fram- the scl® of fern products in 1949 amounted to
¥2,409,165,000, slightly btelow the 1943 peank of 42,449,900,000, but substantially
abov: the 1947 totel of 1,962,276,000,

SAIES OF NEW MOTOR VEHICLES DROYPLD below last year's level in November after reaching
a new post-war peek 1in Octobor, while the firnancing of sales of new and used vehicles
continued to move lhigher,

PRODUCTION OF FIG IRON ~ND STEEL INGOTS moved to lower levels in November, but
cuamulative totals f'or the {irst 11 months &f 1949 were liigher then in-the similar
pericd of 1948,
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CANADIAN INFORT TRENDS Three major factors affected the composition and volume
FIRST 10 MONTHS OF 1949 of Canadian imports in the first 10 months of 1949, the
latest period for which the official figures are avail-
abtle, The supply situation in many lines of imported goods has &ased since 1948,
thus tending to increase tno volume of imports, The rolaxation of some of the
Em¢rgency Exchango Conservation restrictions first imposed in 1947 has had a
eimilar effuet, Cn the othor hand, the abnormal post-war demend for ‘some types
of imports hus subsided, resducing purchascs of these goods, Thess threes factors
heve rlsc changed thu relative importance of soms supplying countries, The effects
of import price changes have not been very great during the pericd, Only a small
ineroase in avsrage prices appears to have occurred, so that much of tha increcsed
valuc of imports in tho 10 months has been due to - luirger volumse,

As e result of these and other forces, tho 1l0-month total valuc of imports
for consumption rose tc $2,308,2 million, $141,.4 rillicn ebove the corresponding
1948 veluc. Howsver, twc of the main groups of imports did not rise over their
1948 totels, These were the non-metallic minerals group, which was affected by
greatly reduced imports of fusls, and the fibres and textiles group, owing chiefly
tc lower imports of jute and raw wool, Imports in the animals and arnimal products
group rose only slightly above the 1945 value, Total impeorts in September and
October fell below the correspending 1948 monthly values, and for scme months
previcusly had showr less increoase over 1948 velues than characterized the early
months of 1949,

The trends or the first 10 months of this yeur may not be continued in the
succweding months, The offects of the widespread currency revelustions in September,
including the devaluection of the Canedian doller cn Ssptember 19, have not yet
bacome fully apperent, Neow trends may cmerge whon prices and trade patterns have
buecome adjusted to these changes,

The eesed supply situation was especizlly ovident in the iron and its products
group, Demand or those products has becn sustained by the high levels of domestic
investment, Ly postwar shortages of durable-use consumers' goods, and by the part
played by imported steol and stsel products in Canada's heavy vclume of exports. As
demend in other countries fell to more normal levals or wes restricted by payments
difficulties, more stvel could be bought by Canada. Conscquently, the level of
imports of iron, stecl and their manufactures ruse from ¢390.5 million in the first
10 months of 1946 to $644,8 nillion in 1943 anc $770.1 million in 1949,

Imports of a few items in the iron group cezsed to rise, Tools and machinery
inperts (other than form snd mining mechinery) levellod off or loclined as the heavy
postwar dumend has been relisved, On the other hend, imports cf such goods es
rolling-mill produets, farm implements and nachinery, sutomobiles end parts, and
engines and beilers have reneained at a high level, although some declines appeared
in the summer anl the stwel strike in the United States led to some interruptions
in &eliveries, The Albterta oil developments have been the chisf factur in lifting
imports of mining mechinery to record levels; in the first nine menths of 1949 impoxts
ot woll-drilling machinery, casing for wells, and wirec rope for drilling totalled
$26.,4 million, while in the full year 1946 those imports reached only 3 million. '
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Lmperts of ircn and its preducts have increesed in totel velue, amd at a
gonsiderably higher rute then that of totel imports. In the first 10 months of
1949 this group made up 33.4 per cent of all imports aus against 29,8 per cent in
the same 1948 pericd. The highest montily velues appwared ir the Tirst half of
the y=ar; gince then the monthly totels have fallen off.

., NEENTY SULLEIIH Tags 3

’ A eqsier supply situetion altered the internal ocomposition of some commodity
| grouts rather than theoir percentage of totval imports. In the textile products
group, for example, theéro has been an increwse in imports of pilece-goods and a
ralative decline in more highly manufactured products. In eddition, os the supply
situetion in piece-goods has improved, the greater frsedom of chcice cpen tu buyers
#és resulted in changse in the relative importance cf particular fabrics, such as
thie increesse in purchases cbroad oi worsteds snd serges anl a decline in those of
tweeds end flannels,

The relexation of import cuntrols has had more efrfect on single commodities
than ou whole groups, an example being an increase of ¢13 million in imports of
fruits and of $10 million in impcrts of vegeteobles. Tourist purchases under the
$100 customs e¢xemption privilege were almost completely prohibited in 1948. With
rogoval of impert restrictions on travellers' purcheses in 1949, they rose sharply
to ¢24,9 million in the 10 montha,

Tho subsiding of the abnormal postwar level of demeni hes affected particularly
shose Industrial raw materiels which were scarce during the war, In the immediate
woBtwer period, purchases of seversl of these were inflated by buying to replenish
iaventories, This type ol buying has declined for many products, chiefly those
from tropical ereas, Sinilerly, purchases of some merufactured items, especially
thisme ol a durable neturs, such as t53ls and machinery, kave aluso fallen.

The sowrces as wcll as the compesition of Canada's imports have beon affected,
while scnditions sbroad heve retarded the availability of commodities for export to
fanade, The Uanited Stutes remains Cansda's lealing supplisr and, due in part to the
relexation of the emergency import controls, the proportion of tot:l imports from
thet ccuntry has ingroased from 68.4 per cent in the rirst 10 months of 1948 to
71.0 per cent this year. The only msin grouy of imperts from the United States
whicn has shown & decline is nnn~metallic minerals and products. Increased oil
production in Caneda anl & shift to >verscas sourzes of supply has reduced the need
or imports o petroleum and its pruducts from the United States. and imports of
roel have decreased due in part tc the inereasing use of cthor fuels in home hemting
abd ipdustry =nd to the lerge stocks in the eariier pert of tha year.

The areatest increase in impurts irom the United States lhias been in the iroun and
1t4 products grovy, which accounted for 42.6 per cent oi arl imperts from that
eountry in the rfirst 10 months of the yeer as sgainst 40.1 per cent of a2 smaller
total in 1948, Imports of United States textiles and jrolucts have alsu increased
notably, due largely tc a return to American scurces of supply for raw cotton, Large
tourist purchases have incressed the miscellaneous commodities group of impurts,
and imports of egriculturel, products, affected by the rslaxation of contrels, elsc

Show S536a% 8 intvreadan,
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Imports from the Unitsd Kingdom have also risen above 1948 levels for the
lU-month period as a whole, although in September and October the monthly values
were below those far 1948, The increase has been largely concentrated in the iron
und 1its products grouap, imports of British automobiles and tractors showing marked
#ains, Imports of anthracite coal from the United Kingdom have been more than
doutle those of tho seme period last ysar, although still small in relaticn to
Canada's total imparts of this commodity and to prewar imports from this source.

In some grours, notably textiles and miscellansous commodities, imports from the
United Kingdom have declined, in the former case due in part to the subsiding of
demand towards more normal levels and in part to the restoration of the tariff on
some textile items on July 1. The increased totel imperts from the United Kingdom
reflect in some degree th2 efforts of that country's producers to meet the require-
agnts of the Cancdian markot,

Imports from the British West Indiecs and other Commonwealth countries in the
#gotern Hemisphere have also increased. In this case the increase is dus largely to
the transfer of rart of Canada's purchases ¢f sugar and other tropical products from
Latin American to Cormmonwealtl: sources, Other diversicns from dollar tn sterling
area sources have also taken placo., Imports frorm Commonweelth countries in Africa
and Asia have declined consideretly from their recent high levels, due partly to
difficulties of susvly, Imparts from Commenweelth ccuntries in Oceenis have increasod
alightly, acd vho unfavourabls toeds balanos of thet area with Cznafds has begr reduosd,

At the apd pf Dotobey, the cumilative totel of ianorte frow Labtin Mmerigs was
$%4,8 million Yaleow ite 1948 level, and the shere cf thet eres in Cenaldian imports
had dropped to 6.6 per cent from 8.7 per cent in the first 10 months of 1948, Among
the more important factors contributing to this trend have been a shift back from
Mexicc to the Urnited States as a source of supply for a considerable proportion of
Canada's importe of raw cotton, changes from Latin America to Commonwealth suppliers
for a high préportion «fy tatal sugar imperts, andi » decline in impofts of bampico

O . 7. 2
rtites Froa daxica,

IEDOTLE Ivow not-Combhnwecltih Burops heve gontinued to axpend in 1949 so that
that arda mow supplies scme thrse per ceént of Caneda's imports, Whille this percentag
iz small, it represents a considerable advance over the 2.7 per cent of total imports
supplied by this area in 1948 end the 2.1 per cent supplied in 1946. The steady expan-
gion of imports from Europse as its recovery frum war-created dislocations procesds, is off
wore cignificance than the absolute importance of that area as a source of supply.

Some imperts frem the rest of the world have declined appreciably from 1948
lavels. Of these, the countries whose seles to Canande have fallen most sharply are
tie Pailippine Iclands, where o drup of some $3 million hes been duc chiefly to reduced
purchases of cupra, amd the Netherlands Antilles, owing to 2 fall of over ¢4 million
in purchases uf pstrouleum products,

The separate listing of Arabis in 1949 among the rest-olf-world [roup added
petroieun inports valued at #7.9 million to imports from this group of countries in
the first 10 months of the year, and this amount made up over a quarter of the overall
total for the group in the period, Prouviously such imports were largely listed undeyr
Adsn in the Commonwealth countries group.

The chier ereas from which imports have incressed in the period have thus been tho
United States, tho United Kingdom, Commcenwealth countries in the twc Americas, and
Murovpe, Latin dmericarn, and both Commonweelth and forvign countries in Africa and sasi.
uave 80ld less in the Canmaian murket. The net effect of these changes in sources of
imports on Cannda's payments position has been smell, the decreased need for United
Ztates dollars to cover purchases from Latin America being more than offset by the
inereasod need Tor them to cover imports from the United States, But this shift may
nave sams iafluapod 28 Ganmadag's positio in the Letin Amerlcan marvket,



Tanuery 14, 1950 D.E.S. WEFKLY BULIETIN Poge 5

INDUSTRIAL EMPLOYMENT AND PAYROLLS “myloyment in the »ight major industrial

#roups showed a further slight decline at the
boagirning of November, but there was e small advance in the expenditures in weekly
salaries and wages as comrarsd with Octsber 1, according to data received from
20,712 representative employers. The reduction in the working force again took
place among mele cmployees, whose numbe:8 fell 0.3 per cent, while that of women
ro8e U.Y por cent in the month., Th= difference in the trends was due to the changes
in the inlustrial distribution of employment.,

Based on the 1326 averauge as 100, tlie g.neral indcx numier of employment in
the vight lealing inducstries at the besinning of Noverber was 201.9 a3 compared with
202,2 at October 1, and 203.6 v Noverver 1, 1948, Except for November 1, 1948,
the latest index ie the highesi in the record of 29 years., Althoughk the November 1,
1949 figure was 0.8 per ceant below thry inlicatel 12 minths earlier, ihere was an
incroase of three per cent in the index of payrulls, which reached a now all-timo
maximunm,

Tho co-operating employurs wrenoricd a riss of 0.4 per cent in their disbursements
in woekly salnrios and wages at November 1 es cumpared with Cctober 1. Hurther
upward adjustusnts in wege rates in several industries contributed to the higher
exponditures in which enother factor was loinger working hours in scme industries,
The indicated weekly eurninzs averagod v43.78 at Kovember 1 es ccmpared with 343,55
at October 1, end 442,15 at Hovember 1, 1741,

friesavo expension in employment was roportel in New Brunswick, Quesbec and

Saskatchowan, with similer relucticns in the rumaining provinces. Inducstrially,
improvement over Octobver 1 wai shown in logging, mining and trade; in these
divisions, recorded smploymont rose 23.2 per cent, 0.4 per cent, and 1.8 per cent,
respectively., The trend in the other tmjur industriel classes was downward, The
porcuntage lesses varied from 9,7 per cent in communications and one per cent in
manufecturing, to 1.9 per cent in traasportation and tws per cent in coustruction.
The changss in the more important indrstries Tcllowed the seascnal pattern,

Within the manufretucing division, there were substantial losses as compared
with October 1 in vegeteb le frod 12etor:es., Ccnsilderebls reductions were also
shown in lumber, pulp and paper, and iron end steel plants, while the trend was un-
favourable in numerous other industriss, The falling~off in rubber wus mainly due
to industrial disputes., Hodarate gains were shown in textile, printing, and publish-
ing end scme other classss. (i)

CLAIMS FOR UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE  Claims for unemployment insurence benefits in
BENEFITS HIGHER IN NOVE!BER  Nurember numbercd 124,739, up over the October

faguiegof (TR %0 S-adild vabowe the 73,119 In
November, 1948, initiai and renewal claims ropresenting mainly new cases of
reccrdod unemplcrment =meng insured parsons, tobtallel 114,838 in Novembor mzainst
69,249 in Octuber, and 66,425 ¢ year enrlier,

4As compes el with November, 1945, ineressed claims were recurded in all provinces,
Ontario's totel was up rrom 19,948 to 44,025, Quebec from 21,092 to 36,630, British
Columbia from 14,4(8 ti 13,470, Manitotae from 3,880 t¢ 45,026, Nova Seotia from 4,421
to 5,930, New Brunswick frowm 3,516 to 5,769. Alberte from 2,480 to 3,918, Saskntcheww.i
frem 2,816 to 3,502, and Prince Eiward Islail from 468 to 514, Benefit claims in
Nowfoundland in Nuvemer 1949 totulled 1U4.

In November, benefit peyrents emounted to ¢5,948,373 for 2,178,130 compensated
unenployed daye as ugainst 3,645,541 for 1,675,017 days in October and v2,283,383
for 1,100,364 days in November, 1948, (2)

——
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CIEQUES CASHED AT A Feflecting the high lsvel of economic activity, the amcunt
HICH IEVEL IN NOVEMEER of cheques cashed aygainst individual acccunts in November

wes G,5 yer ceut groatur than ip the corresponding month
of 1948, the all-Canada total standing wt $8,540,000,000 -- the second highest monthly
total in history -- as comparod with ¢€,022,300,000, This rueised the aggregate
Tfor the first 11 months of 1949 to $79,158,534,020 from ¢72,387,356,000 in the
similer period of 1948,

Cheques cashed in Ontaric in the month rose to $3,705,495,0QO from $5,275,765,oou
in the corresponding month of 1948, or by 13 per cent. The ll-month total for the
province was up to »32,%37,228,090 frem 30,067,708,000 a yoar earlier, Quobec's
total in November was y2,30%2,563,000 us apainst ,2,262,972,000, and in the 11 months,
w22,329,389,000 compared with $21,463,525,000,

There was jractically n» change in the volume of cheques cashed in the Prairie
Provinces in November, the month's figure amouating to ¢1,624,087,000 compared with
vl,624,869,000 & year ago. The ll-munth total, however, wes up to ¢15,097,482,000
from ,12,200,404,000 & year eariier,

i moderete inerease of one ver cent was shown for British Columbia in November,
tho month's figure rising to 966+ ,780,000 from §460,054,000, For the ll-month pericd
to the end of November the aggregato was 4,858, 569,000 as against ¢6,361,356,000,
The total for the Meritimes --- rerlecting the inclusion of St, John's Newfoundland,
Tir which no deta are availablo for jreceding yecars -- was $240,l9l,000 in November
eguinst &1983321,000, and for the 11 months, 32,0865,807,000 compared with §1,789,-
363,000, (3

—_—

WHOLESALE PRICE INDEX DOWN  The geéneral index numter of wholesale pricus, on the
0.1 POINTS IN NOVEMBER base 1926=100, moved down !,1 puints during November

to 157,90 es compared with 157.1 in the preceding month,
it tho November level the index was down 2.4 points from the same month of 1948,
Four ¢f the eight sub-grcups showed inereases ovor the ypreceding month, thres were
lower, and ono remained unchanged.

Sub-greup indexes were es followe for Novembir, figures for October being in
brackets: vegetable products, 143,0 (142,6); animal products, 164,00 (164,.5);
toxtile products, 159.3 (155.9); woed profuets, 188,.1 (188,1); iron products,
173.7 (173.5); non-ferrous metals, 141.4 (141,2); non-metallic minerels, 138.1

(138,9); chemical products, 119.2 (122,0).

The index number cof wholesalc ferm product jrices stood at 145,0 in November,
unchanged from October, but down 4.9 puints from Novemter lust year, The index
for field products was 122,06 compared with 123,0 in October and 128,00 in November
last yoar, while the animal prolucts index was 182,5 compared with 131,7 in October
end 186,5 ir November, 1948, (4)

——

DEPARTHENT STORE SALES  Darertment stors sales during the wsek ending Jevember 31
DJOWN FIVE PER CIENT decreased five por cent frcm the corresponding week lest

yvar, according to mweliminary figures., All regions of
tho country participated in the decline except Manituba, Albortu and British
Columtin, Sales in the Maritimes fcll 13 por cent, followed by Ontario down 12 por
cent, Quobsc five j;er cent, and Sackatchowan throe per cent. Irn Menitobe and
ilberte, sales rose seven por cent for sach, while in British Coulumbia & gain of
four per cent was recorded.




¥

Yapuary 14, 1950 D.B,.S. WEBKLY BULIETIN Page ]

UOST-OF-LIVING INDEXES FOR  Cost-of-living indexes for the eight regional cities
E}GHT REGIONAL CITIES presented mixed changes during November. Food indexes
were moderately lower for all cities, but slight
increases in rentals at certain centres were sufficient to overbalance declines
for the former indexes, Index chenges for other groups were generally nerrow,
Homofurnishings and services for Saint John rose 4.7 points during the month, due
to increases in telephone rates, while the miscellansous index for Winnipeg moved
gp 1.1 points, reflecting advances in street car fares and gasoline,

T™he composite cost-of-living index for Edmonton declined 0,7 points to 156.4
hatwoea November 1 and Dscomber 1, Helifex 0,6 points to 153.0(, Vancouver 0.4 points
to 161,9, Montreal 0,2 points to 164.l1, and Saskatoon 0,1 points to 162.,7. The
infex for Toronto rose 0,2 points to 157.4, Saint John 0.1 points to 158.0, while

theére was no change in the Winnipeg sceries which stood at 155,7. During the same
paripd the Dominion index declined 0,2 points to 160,2.

The city indexes show changes in living costs for ecach city and compare the
axhaat of the rise or fall between cities, They do not, however, compare the
cctual level of living costs, Indexes shown in the table below do not yet include
data covering Newfoundlend.

Tae following table compriscs the latest city and Dominicn cost-of-llving indexes:

Becunber L, 1948 Mevember 1, 1949 December 1, 1949
{August 1939=100)
Halitax «....es 1i5¢.8 154,2 153.6
Saint Jeld ... 155,5 115729 158 ,0
Montreal ...... 161,5 164,3 164 .1
TeRERt o 4.5 00 154.5 g2 q\aa 4
Wirnipeg we.... 152.2 155,7 155.7
SBaskatoon -, % .. 161.6 162.8 16257
Edmonton e..... 153%,6 15k 156 .4
Vancouver ..... 160.,8 : 162.3 161.9
Dosinion oe.... 157.6 160.4 160,2

SHOURTYY, PEICE IMDEXES

Jag. 5, 1950 Dec. 29, 1949 Dec, 8, 1949
(1935-39=100)
Investors' Price Index
{106 Common StocCkS) veveswvw. 120,1 118.6 118.4
B2 Tndugtrials ....ce.ie.. 114.2 hDLZ T 18,
Tl UETIGERAS .o v . s aise ole 1759 ik2ek Sl &2 4
Baamha LI B I I I R B B I I ) 143.8 140'1- l40.é‘
Mining Stook Price Index
£90 Tl et .. o e . 94 .5 9.3 92,8
B DALY i A o 8V 7% . & 76.5 g

5 Baas Mtal® ... ... uiieen 129.1 129.3 130,9
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SQLES AND FIMANCING OF Sales of new motor vehicles dropped below last year's
¥0TOR VEHICLSS IN SEPTEMBER  level in November after reaching & new post-war peak

in October, while the financing of scles of new and
uged vehicles cont inucd to move higher. Junulative totals for the first 11 months
of 1949 show advances for both sales enid financing.

In Nevember there were 18,823 new motor vehicles sold for a total of $38,873,226,
a decrease of 16 per cent in numbe* and 12 psr cent in value from the 22,345 vehicles
which sold for $44 096,591 in November, 1948. New and used motor venicles financed
in the month totalled 20 ,025 units 1nvolving $18,5381,510, showing increases of 47 per
cent in number and 46 per cent in velue over the 13,644 vehicles financed for
$12,635,532 in November, 1948,

In the 11 months ending Ncvember, 254,055 now venicles were sold for $526,265,669
compered with 199,836 vehicles valusd at v396 186,362 in the corresponding period
of 1948, New and used motor vehicles financed in the 11 months totalled 214,616
units involving $200,853,352 as compared with 143,632 units finenced for $l33,023,450
in the like period of 1948, (5)

-

FARM CASH INCOME IN 1949 Cash income of Cansdian formers from the sale of farm
products in 1949 amounted to $2,409,165,000, according
to an advance preliminary estimate by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, This
figure is slightly below the 1948 peak of ¢2,449,900,000, but substantially above
the 1947 total of 41,962,276,000,

The Bureau points out that Canedien Wheat Boerd participation payments to
western producers on previous years' crops were Substentislly larger in 1948 and
1949 then in eny ysur up to that time. Since August 1, 1949, western producers
of coarse greins have received only an initiel payment per bushel as provided
under the terms of the compulsory coarse grein marketing echems which entitles
them t¢ share 1n any surplusoc accumulated by the Canadian Whoat Beard through
the sale of these grains,

In addition tc the above totals, supplementary payments made under the
provisions of the Preirie Farm Assistancs dct in 1949 totalled 417,628,000 as
compared with $20,746,000 in the greceding year, end 411,577,000 irn 1947,

The advance estimates of cash income imdicate luwer returns in 1949 than in
1948 in all provincos except Saskatchewan end Alberta. Ontario had the largest
total of Qu&l 350,000 compered with 668,353,000, fcllowed by Sasketchewan at
‘540 638,000 compared with f520 555, dJu, Alberta at ;452 384,000 compared with
w448, 997,“00 and Quebec y 343, 604 ouo compared with 352,153,000,

Manitoba was next with 234,530,000 ngainst 242,882,000, British Columbia
¥97,065,G00 (101,144,000 in 1945), New Brunswick 42,206,000 (g44,905,000), Nova
Seotia y30,507 000 ({3€,626,000), and Prince Edward Island 420,878,000 ({22,505,000).
bstimates for Newfoundlani are not aveileble,

The regular annual estimates based on more ccmplete data and including details
by commudities as woell as revisions foar 1947 and 1948 will be released about the
first of March, (6)
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Fid0i PRICES IN NOVSMEER EELOW  Form prices of agricultural products wes lower
QCTOLGER LND YELR E.RLIER on the awerasge in November than October, according
to the monthly figures compiled by the Dominion

Bureau of Statistics.

The Bwreau's ull-Cancde index, on the buse 1935-39=100, is tentatively
estimated at 246.0 as compured with 247.1 in October and 258,0 in November, 1548,
The month's decrease continues a more or less general decline since sAugust 1948,
when the index reached a peak of 263.9. Since that time the index has dropped
about seven per cent nnd for November was at the lowest level since April, 1948,
when it stood at:242,6.

is compared with November, 1943, prices were lower for groins, livestock,
dairy products, poultry and eggs, =snd higher for potatoes. Compared with the
mreceding month, tihe Nuvember furm prices were down for livestock, potatoes,
end poultry cnd eggs.

Indexes were as follows by provinces, thuse for November 1948 being in
brackets: Princo Edwnrd Island, 190.1 (196,6); Nova Scotia, 203.L (205.4); New
Brunswick, 215.0 {223.4); Quebec, 255.7 (272.0); Onteric, 254.9 (271.3); Manitoba,
244,6 (260,8); Suskatchewnn, 235,7 (241.2); Alberta, 249.5 (259.3); British
Celumbic, 246.0 (254.3). (7)

PRODUCTION OF BUTTER DOWN SLIGHTLY IN  Production of crocmsry butter in December
DECEMBER 4HD YE.LR 13949 CHEESE HIGIER  dscrecsed two per cent frem the sams month

in 1946, and was 1.8 per cent lower in the
calendor year 1949, Output in Deceumber amcunted to 11,705,000 pocunds as compared
with 11,945,000 « ysar eurlier, while in the 12 mounths, 279,409,000 pounls were
produced as ugainst 284,431,000 in the preceding year.

Cheddar cheese production rose sharply in December, smounting to 2,318,000
pounds as compared with 1,182,000 o yeur ago, raising tho cumulative total for the
12 months to 110,005,000 pounds frum 86,698,000, or by 26,9 per cent.

The month's outyut of concentrated milk jroduets moved down 15.3 per cent,
totelling 16,738,000 pounds compared with 19,758,000 o year coarlier. In the 12 months
of 1949, production cggregated 370,496,000 pounds s agninst 396,765,000 in 1948,

a decrease of u,6 per cent, (§)

STOCES ¢F BAIRY A POULERY PoDurts Stocks of creamsry butter on Janwmry 1 this

yeur cmounted to 57,022,000 pounds as compared
with 66,353,900 on Dscember 1 and 37,279,000 on the corresponling date in 1949,
Choese stocks totalleld 43,850,000 puunds ecompared with 47,245,000 on December 1 and ~
34,551,000 a yaar earlier,

Stucks B evoporotel whols nilk beldl by or for wssmufise turers on Japuary 4
umounted to 35,322,000 pounds us against 41,853,000 ot the beginning of Decembor
and 16,271,000 on the sate Qate in 1949, while the holdings of skim milk powder
were 5,534,000 pounds comprred with 7,448,000 on December 1 and 7,901,000 & year ago.

Junuary 1 stocks of eggs, shell und frozen, wmounted te 155,000 cuses compared
with 147,000 ¢n December 1 und 277,000 on January 1, 1%49, Holdings of poultry
meat increased to 24,402,000 pounds from 21,594,000 on December 1 und 17,205,000
a year carlier. (9)
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TRODUCTION AND 3TOCXS OF  Production of margarine in December amcunted to 6,902,000
MARGARINE IN DECEMBER pounis as cormpared with 7,199,000 in November amd 6,779, -

000 in October. This brought the cumulative total for
the year 1949 to 73,958,000 pounds. Stocks of margarine at the beginning of January
this year totalled 1,966,000 pounds s compared with the revised figure of 1,778,000
on Decembsr 1,

Holdings were as follows by rogions, tosals for December 1 being in brackets
(thouscnds omitted): Maritimes, including Newfoundland, 321 (1ll) pounds; Ontario,
912 (1,028); Manitoba, 223 (160); Saskutchewan, 102 (76); Alberta, 178 (186);
British Columbia, 225 (217). (Mem. 1)

STOCKS OF MEAT AND LARD ON JAWUARY 1  Stocks of meut, held by packers, wholescle
butchers ocnd cold storage warshouses wers

lower on January 1 this year, cmounting to 68,046,000 pounds as compared with

75,723,000 on December 1 und 80,992,000 in the corresponding month last year.

Holdings of frozen meat totalled 32,978,000 pounds compared with 34,129,000
on December 1 and 52,612,000 on Jununry 1, 1949. Stocks of fresh meat declined
to 12,735,000 pounds from 19,052,000 at the beginning of December -nd 13,155,000
a year ugo, while curod mout increased to 22,933,000 pounds from 22,542,000 on
December 1 and 15,247,000 o year ecrlier,

Lard stocks advanced to 3,914,000 pounds from 2,929,000 on December 1 and
3,387,000 in the sams month of 1948, (10)

STOCKS /ND MARKETINGS OF  Stocks of Canadisn wheut in store or in transit in North

WHEALT [ND COARSE GRALINS Americz ot midnight on December 29 amounted to 167,415, -
576 bushcls as compared with 165,310,873 on December 22,

and 170,945,039 on the corresponding date lust yeanr., Deliveries of wheat from

forms in the Pruirio Province amounted to 4,881,010 bushels as ogainst 3,026,421

a yeer earlier,

The following quuntities of conrse grains wore wlso delivered from farms in
the Prairie Provinces during the weck ending December 29, totals for the same week
last yecr being in bruckets: outs, 1,098,725 (535,390) bushels; barley, 585,549
(591,778); ryo, 81,606 (103,010); flaxseed, 11,852 (77,983),

Overseus export clsarancos c¢f whoot during the week ending Degember 29 wmsunted
to 1,521,116 bushels as compared with 5,259,134 in the corresponding wosk last
year, bringing the total for the erop yeexr to dote to 80,005,206 bushels as compared
with 58,205,604 in the same period of 1943-49. (11)

PRODUCTION #AND SHIPLENTS OF Production of sawn lumber ecnd tiss in British
SAWMILLS IN BRITISH COLUMBL: Columbia totalled 260,272 M feet in September as

cuompered with 260,483 M in the same month of 1948,
Producticn of const mills showed on increase of 1.8 per cont cver September, 1948,
and interior mills a decrease of 4.9 per cent.

Shipments in Septomber totalled 241,285 i feet compured with 238,834 M a year
Qg8c, an increase of one per cent, with co:st mills rogistering =n increcse of 5.9
per cent and interior mills a decroass of 14,4 per cent. Stocks on hnnd at the end
of September amounted tu 353,848 I feet as comparad with 277,615 M a year earlier.
Const mills reported obtucks totelling 226,256 i feet, while Interior mills showed
132,592 M feet, (12)
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YRODUCTION CGF IRON .ND Production of pig irun, ferro-alleys, and steel ingots

E‘T&IEL LOWER IN NOVEWMBIR moved to lower levels in liovember, but cumulative totals
for the first 11 months of 1949 were higher than in

the similar pericd of 1948.

The month's output of pig iron amncunted to 157,327 unei tons as cumpaiued with
166,771 in November, 1948, the ll-nmonth total risiag to 1,982,350 tens as against
1,946,676 e year ago. Ths November output of ferro-ulloys stucd ab 14,758 toas
compared with 17,594, and in the 11 monchs, 199,750 tuns egainst 164,693,

Production of steol ingots nond castings in Noverder smcuatsd to ?f,‘,’/’"d‘c‘ Sond
as compered with 277,978 in the corresponding month of 19438, wh lu sho total far taw
11l months was 2,922, 981 tons compared with 2,921,23) 2 ysor esylioer. (lse. 2/

PRODUCTION COKE .IN OCTOBER:  Profuctdon of coke in Cunala in Octnber maplugisd 0
310,000 tons as compered with 309,000 in the preceding

month and 348,000 in the corresponling momth of 194%, Cutput for the 10 manthg

ending Octaber was 3,251,000 tons as against 3,{.(11.,\)»‘0 in e similayr peelod ol 140,

Froducers' stocks of oven and retort coke, excluling virecse, ot the ond of
October, amcunted to 273,000 tons, of whiech 113,000 tons wore lccatsd iu the eustern
provinces, 153,000 tons in Ontario and 8,000 tons in the woshern provinces, Stocks
of breeze totalled 130,000 tons, the eastern provinces accountinz for 22,000 tons,
Onterio Por 97,000 tons, and the westerm provinces fur 11,000 tuns,

Producers disposed of 309,000 tons of coke during tioe month, brringing the
totel for the 10-month perisd to 3,137,000 tuns. Of the month's toral, 35,000 tons
were used in coke and gas plants, 147,000 toms in producexs' smelters, “G,UOO wons
for domestic use, 50,000 tons fur uther uses, 48,000 tons sold 4o dealors for resels,
and 12,000 tons for expurt, (13)

o —

STOCKS OF NON~-FERROUS Dealers' stocks of non-ferrous scrap metol were ao Lol cvis
SCIRAP METAL IN A0GUST at the and cof fugust, totels for thel beginning of tha sricd

being in brackets: eluminum serap, 1.820,287 (1,6563,001)
pounds; brass and bronze scrap, 7,353,744 (6,774.718); coppes scrup, 2,629,304
(2,650,956) ; magnesium serap, 8,309 (6,307); nickel scran, 283%,¢52 {2.5,325); tin-
loud scrap, 3,473,209 (3,2088,765); zine scrap, 948,662 (032,485). (14)

SALES OF ELECTRIC STOkAGE  Salus of electric sturage balteries and parts by
BATTERIES IN OCTOEER orineinal Canzdimn priduve u's vere valuol atn $L,640,21C

in October as compared witn ¢2;796,513 in vhe senwo
month of 1948, During the first 10 months of 1949, 'nT totalled $12,944,022, up
slightly over the 1948 figpure of $12,62(,533. (15)

SEIRESOF  RADTY MECEIVING  Showing the first declime ia severdl slaaths, solss gy
..;z:.To LOWER IN SEPTEMBER redio receiving sets in Saptomber moved duwn o 64 ,090

units with & value of $5,272,877 as compared witi ,*3,226
units sold for $6,099,765 in Soptember, 1948. During the fivkd 10 mont/M oF 1949,
sales totalled 460,649 units valued at 33,326,189 as agninst 351,734 et $29,795, -
915 in the same period of 1943,

}

Provincial totels for the month were as follows, totels fur Sepsewd

bsing in brackets: Newfcundland, 550 (-) units; Maritimes, 4,217 (f,)ﬂu); Vuﬂttb,
11,%28 (16,169); Ontario, 29,657 (33,225} Mzmlt ba, 4,39z (6,080); Sagiuiahawab,
3,942 (4,591); Alberta, 4,396 (6,919); British C)lumau., 5,0G8- 54871}, (16
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SIVIL AVILTION T .LL- Revsnues of Conelizn air cerriers totalled 34,199,632 in

TIME HICH IN JULY July, an advence of ¢477,753 or 13.1 per cent over July,

1948, and 1,466,174 above July receipts in 1947, to
establish a new rocord for any month, Scheduled carriers reported totel rovenues
of 93,475,024 ageinst 2,925,181 une yeer veriier, Most accounts showed incrsases
with tctal pessenger revenuss for a2ll services up nearly ¢559,000 ts 2,616,001,

Total expenses wore alsou heavier, advancing from 33,194,371 in July, 1948, to
$3,600,016, up 405,645 or 12,7 per cont, with overy account increasing., Due to
improved eernings, net oporating revenues fur the menth were 519,616 against
$447,508 in July, 1943, a betterment of 472,108,

Totel revenue passongers numbered 130,308 for the month, a gain of nearly 15 per
cent or 17,004 over the praceding July. Schedulel Cmnadinn carriers reported 86,744
passongers against 74,376 in the curresponding month of 1948, while international
routes improved from 35,568 to 40,711 passengers, of wilech 24,612 were carried by
foreizn companies. Rewvenue pmssenier mileecc at 40,280,201 was 5,462,519 miles
above the same month of 1948, (17)

——

PASSENGHR TRAFFIC ON URIAN AND The vilwr®@ ol traffic carried by transit companiss
INTERURBAN LINES IN SEPTEMBEER in September totalled 123,800,335 passengers,

showing & slight decline of 978,852 fares or 0,8
per cent from the same month of 1943, Urban service hed 1,037,603 fewer fares at
sonme 120,221,008, while interurban volume improved 53,751 te 3,507,780 passengers
for the month.

Urben service at 45,112,644 were up ¥293,753 cver September, 1948, while
interurban gained 275,085 to $4,416,651, both reflecting fare increases which
more than offset declines in traffic volume. (18)

——

CRLOADINGS ON CollnOLiN RoIIWAYS — Carloadings on Canadian railways in the holiday
week ending Decumber 31 totalled 49,063 cars

as compered with 52,419 in the corresponding week last year, ILoadings in the eastern

division wero 34,590 curs agninst 35,491 a yoar ago, while the western division --

bese¢t by snow, cold und floods -- contributed 14,473 cars compered with 16,928,

Cumulative loedings for the 52 weeks of 194y show a totel of 3,906,055 cers
of revenue freight on Canadinn reilweys compered with 4,038,456 in 1948 and 3,947,-
817 in the same pericd of 1947, The docline from 1948 was 3,3 per cent, while a
minor recession from the 1947 total was rocordedi. (19)

SILVER-LELD-ZINC The wvalue of ures and concentrated sold by the silver-lead-
MINING INDUSIRY IN 1948  zinc mining industry of Canade in 1948 was $103,431,000,

A showing a morked increamse over ths preceding year'!s total
of $74,0:5,000, The number uf employses rose from 3,240 in 1947 to 4,040, and their
salaries and wages from 8,305,000 tu 11,421,000, (20)

—
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D AMOUNT SPENT BY C.NLDIINS  Canadians spent a record totel of ¥33,283,400
CN MOTIUN PICTURE ENTERTI, INMENT on motion picture theatre entertainment in 1948,
an increase of six per cent ovor the preceding
year's total of 476,476,800, Of the sross receipts in 1948, $13,0526,000 was paid
to Yominion snd Provincisl governments in taxes as compared with 415,819,000 in
1947. Net receipts were up to 69,657,200 from 462,865,300, or by 1l per cent.
There wore 222,459,200 paid admissicns during the yeer, a gain of one per cent,

Expenditures cn this form of entertainment in 1948 amounted to 36,50 per
person compered with v6,30 ir 1947 and ¢5.01 in 1942, Provincial averages ranged
from 3,97 in Frince Edward Island to 8.52 in British Columbia. Decreases in per
cepite expenditures from 1947 were recorded in Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Manitoba,
Saskatchewan and JAlberta,

Increases in net receipts were shown for cll provinces, the greatest gain of
18 per cent beiny recorded in Quebec., Net receipts in New Brunswick wers up 12 per
cent, while increasses of 10 per cent were shown fur Frince Edward Island and
Saskatchowan, Recoipts in Untaris were up nine per cent, British Columbin seven,
Manitoba five, and Nowa Scotia three per cent.

Paid admiseions in Frince Ldwerd Islund anl Quebec were increased six per cent,
New Brunswick five per cent, Saskatchewan two per cent, and Alberts one per cent.
Little change was recorded by theatres in Ontario, while decreases in attendance
of two per cent in British Columbia, four per cent in Nova Scotia, and five per cent
in Menitoba were reported, (21)

—

RETAIL CHAINS STChu: IN 1948 Sales of rétail chain storos in Canada showoed an

increase of 13,5 per cent in 1948 to reach en all=-
time peak value of §1,3535,735,000 as compared with the previous year's high total
of %1, 171,323,000, The average sales per store rose from $175,300 in 1947 to
$195, 800 Salalles and wages paid to store employees were up from $91,265,800 to
$107,450, 200,

All provinces except Princu Edwerd Island shared in the greater volume of
dollar seles in 1948. Sales in Ontario were up to v595,545,600 from $509, 078 800
in 1944, Quebbc to 271,306,800 from 247, 093,800, and Dritlgh Columbia to 9149 220, -
000 from 130,555,100, In Alberta sales werc valuud at 85,383,200 (§72,888, 600
in 1947), Saskatchewen $67,155,000 (4c3,026,500), Manitoba &63,327,100 (356,137,700),
Nova Scotia v54,682,500 (51,063,600), New Brunswick $42,747,300 ($41,295,900),
Northwest Tarrltorlub and Yukon 5, 2)4 000 (¢5,107,300), and Prince Edward IsLand
gl 070,500 ($1,0" 54 400),

Sales of grocéry amd combination storss -- largest group -- rose to $387,136,600
from 301,796,300 in 1947, while seles of liguor storos were up to $267,492, lOO from
$264,490, 500 Sales of variety chains incressed to 133,906,900 from 9117 925 300;
lumber and building mesterinl dealers to .;56, 285 400 from $51,239,200; ofilce, school
and store supplies end equipment dsalers to 440,580,900 from 35,724,900,

Furniture store sales were velued at 35,678,900 in 1948 (532,891,300 in 1947);
womon's apparel and accessories stores, 34, 834 400 ($29,023,700); family clothing
stores, $33,816,000 ($30,453,600); shoo storcs, Y3L,377,800 (§28,731,500); drug
stores, 27,458,100 (.26,868,800); houschold applisnce, redio &nd music stores,
¥27,273,400 (;22,657,900); restaurants, ¥2l,898,800 ($20,726,400); nen's and boys'
clothing and furnishings, ¢17,919,200 (316,504,000); and tobacco. stores and stands,
$15,944,900 (§14,954,100), (22)

-
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RELEASED DURING THE WEEK -- (The numbers in this 1list correspond with those at the
and of news items, indiceting the report on which en item is bused),

fleports and Bulletins

1., The Employment Situation, November (20 cents),

2, Statistical Report cn the Operation of the Unemployment lnsurance Act,
November (25 cents),

3. Cheques Ceshod Against Tndividual Accocunts, November (25 cents).

4, Pricus and Price Indexes, Nuvember (20 conts).

5« Snles of New liotur Velicles end Financing of Motor Vehicle Sales,
November (25 cents).

%. Cash Income from the Sale of Ferm Products, 1949 (10 cents).

'« Index Humbers of Farm Pricczs of Agriculturel Products, November (10 cents),
8. Dairy Fectory Production, December (10 cents).

9. Stocks of Dairy and Poultry Products, Januery 1 (10 cents),

10, Stocks of Meat: Lard ond Tallow, January 1 (10 cents),
11, Cepadian Grain Statistics - Weekly (10 cents).
12, Froduction, Shipments anl Stocks on Handi of Sawmills in British Columbis,

Saptember (25 cents).
13. Coal and Coke Statisties, October (25 conts).
14, Nou-Ferrous Scrap Metal an! Secondnry Non-Ferrous Ingot, August (15 cents).
15, Factory Salos of Electric Storage Batteries, October (10 :ents),
16. Radio Receiving Sets, September (25 cenis).
17. Civil Aviation, September (10 cents),
20, Transit Report, September (10 cents),
J¥, Carlozdings on Conadian Railwaye - Weekly (10 cents),
20, Silver-Lead-Zinc Mining Industry, 1948 (30 cents).
2l. Motion Picture Theatres, Exhibitors and Distributors, 1948 (35 cents).
2¢. Retail Chains in Canada, 1948 (25 conts),.
€?. Volume II of the Trade of Canada: Exyports, 1948 (32.00)
24, ¥lour Mills in Cannda, 1949 ($1.00).

,_\ﬁ_a__.mz'enda

» Production and Stocks of Mergarine, December (10 cents),
OIS

1
2, Profuction of Pig Trop maad Steel, November (10 cents),
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