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--= HIGHLIGHTS (F THIS ISSUE ---

CANADA'S RETAIL TRADE in Merch showed an increase of scven per cent over the
sorrésponding month last year. In Jenuary, sales rose two per cent, in
¥gbruary by nine per cent, and the gain for the first quarter of this yoar was
£t S1%. pdT BEaT .,

INDUSTRIAL BMPLOYMENT in Canada at the beginning of March was at a slightly
lower level than at Februnry 1. The movoment has buen downward at March 1
in eight sarlier ycors since 1939, and the loss this year approximated . the
Awbodss 1n L mavicd,

POREIGH VEEICLES ZNTERING CaNADA on traveller's vehicle permits in April totalled
37,077, an advance of 4,3 por cent over last yoar's April figure of S5, 0.
Ineroased entrios were recorded in all provinces excopt Maniteba and Ontario,
ghe decline in the fereer beaipg due to the severe floods.

PEVANTHENT STORE SATES decreesad 10 per cont in April as comparsd with the
sprresponding mesth 2ast yoer, all yrovinces sharing in the decline.

. . .

CANLDR 'E PCRULATION a4 tha
¢f 59,000 aver the Tigurs T Iepcagder 1, 1949.

. . -

Fal PRICES OF AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS in Canada, excluding Newfpundland, advanced
in doreh over Februsry, but were below the level of Mrreh last ysar., Fricos
inercased from February to Moieh in oll provinces, but were below those of a
BT @Cri i8R,
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s of Cennde on ey 12 amountéi to 18,175,000
i the corresponding date ladt year.

SICCRE OF Cidlli AN WEEAT in =tere or in transit in North Americe et midnight on
May 4 amounted to 124,778,100 bushels a8 comparod with 126,780,200 o week earlior,
and 113,360,0WC o the corrogpendiug dabe lust yaor.

STOCKS ¢F SIUMED FIULTS L1 VEGETPABIES held by cenncrs, wholesale dealers and
chein store warshouses were nigher on April 1 this year than last. Canned fruit
stocks rose frou 3,072,791 dozen containers to 4,805,429, snd canned vegetables
fron 14,226,619 dozen tc 16,582,702,
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RETAIL SALES UP SEVEN Canada's retail trade in March showed an increase of seven
PER CENT IN MARCH per cent over the corresponding month last year. In

January, sales rose two per cent, in February by nine per
cent, and the gain for the first quarter of the year was about six per cent.

The sustained high volume of new motor vehicle sales played a major part in
tho Warch increcase, dealors' sales being up 51 per cent over March last year. Coal
and wood dealors reportod a sales advance of 26 per cent, garages and filling
stations 17 per cent, appliance and radio dealers 10 per cent, snd food stores
sovon per cent. Food store salos increased mainly on the strength of a 16 per cent

gein for chain stores, independent food merchants reporting a sales advence of
three per cent.

Although tho traditional Easter stimulus to retail business occurred earlier
this year than last, all four of the apparel trades reported decreases in March,
ranging from two pcr cont for shoc stores to 17 per cent for men's clothing stores,

Dcpartment store sales decroased three por cent, and jowellery sStore sales by
11l psr° cent.

There werc incroased sales in all provinces in the month, the Maritimes lead-
ing with a gain of 12.7 per cent, Saskatchewan 8.6 per cent, Manitoba 7.8 per cent,
Alberte 7.6 per coent, Quebec and Ontaric each 6.7 per cent, and British Columbia
3.6 por cent., (1)

NDUSTIHIAL EMPLOYMENT Industrisl employment in Canada at the beginning of

SLIGITLY LOWER AT MARCH 1 March was at 2 slightly lower level than at February 1,
according to data rccoivod by the Dominion Bureau of

Stetistics from 21,094 leeding firms in the eight major non-agricultural divisions,

The movement hes bocn dovmward at March 1 in eight earlier years since 1939, and

tho loss this year approximated the averago in that period. Thore were declines

in ell provinces oxcopt British Columbia,

The index number of cmployment, con tho 1926 base as 100, fell to 186.6 at
Mereh 1 from 187.2 at the first of Februery and the maximum March 1 figure of 188.9
rocorded in both 1948 and 1949, This year's Morch 1 index exceaeded by 2,7 per cent
tho wartime peak index for March 1 recorded in 1944,

In spite of the small recession in industrial employment generally indicated at
Mrrceh 1 as comparsd with a month carlier, there was an incrcase of 1.3 per cont in
tho lowest indoex nunber of weekly payrolls, which wos 2.1 por cent cbove March 1, 1949,
previously the top figure for the lete wintor in the record of nearly 10 ycars., ‘lhe
por ccpita earnings, at §44,69, roached e now all-time maximum, exceeding the February 1
average by 1,6 per cont, and last year's March 1 index by 3.3 pér cent,

On the whole thore was an increesce in omploymont in manufasturing, and mining
was gonorally moro active. The trend in logging, transvortation, communications,
construction, hotels und restaurents and tradc was downward. (2)
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DEFALRTIENT STORE SALES Department store sales decrcased 10 psr cent in April
SOWN 10 PER CENT IN APRIL as compared with the corresponding month last year,

all provinces sharing in the decline, according to
preliminary figures, Sales in Soskatchewan showed the sharpest decroease of 25 por
cent, followed by tho ilaritimes with a decrease of 12 per cont, Manitoba 1l per
cent, slborta 10 per cent, Ontario nine per cont, and Quebec and British Columbia
sach soven per cont.

Proliminary figuros for the wceek ending liay 6 show that sales decreased
Pour per cent from the corresponding week last ycar. 4ll provinces shared in
the deelino except alberta and the Maritimes, the gain in the former amounting
to threc por cont and the latter, ome per cent. Seles in Monitoba fell 10 per
cent, Saskatchewan nine per cent, British Columbic ond Quebec each four per cent,
ail Ontaric thiree por cént,

CHAIN STORE SALES AND  Sales of grocsry chain stores, hardware chain stores and
STOCKS IN lARCH veriety chain stores showed increases in larch over the

corresponding month last year, while decrsases were regis-
tered in women's clothing chains, shoe stores, and drug stores. Stocks held by
sach of the six chains were higher at the end of ilarch than at ths same time last
year

The food store group had sales totalling ¥41,894,000 as compared with $36,253,-
000 in derch, 1949, a rise of 15.6 per cent, while sales of variety stores increased
alightly to 49,408,000 from 9,281,000, or by l.4 per cent,

Wiomen's clothing store chain sales decreased 6,2 per cont, amounting to
v2,474,000 as against 2,638,000, and drug storc sales fell from 42,386,000 to
%¥2,341,000, or by 1.9 por cent. Shoe store salcs were 6.9 per cent lowsr at
$2,014,000 comparcvd with 2,163,000, Hurdwarc store salus recorded an advance of
2.9 por cont, standing at $664,000 as agoinst 645,000, (3)

HIGEWAY TRAFFIC INCREASED  Foreilgn vehicles entering Canade on traveller's vehicle
4.3 PER CENT IN .PRIL permits in April totalled 87,077, an advance of 4,3 por
cent over last yoar's spril figure of 83,510, Increased
cntries wore rocorded in all provinces cxcept idanitoba and Onterio, the decline in
the former boing duo to the severe floods, Entries into Nova Scotia remained un-
chenged, whilo o docrease was shown for the Yukon Territory. During the first
four months of this ysar, a total of 209,979 vehicles entored Canada, a rise of six
pa <ent ovar thy 198,085 ececordsd in @ similar period of 1949.

Entries into Owterio tosallad 45,86¢ in Awril as compared with 47,494 in April
last yoar, Guebsc 17,608 comparesd with 16,575, and British Columbia 13,049 compered
with 11,706. New Brunswick's total was 8,461 (5,366 in april, 1949), Alberta 1,028
(1,001), danitoba 590 (904}, Saskntchewan 454 (416), Yukon Territory 14 (47), New-

14 -

foundland 10 (=), add dpva Scetia ) (1), (lem. 1)
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C.NALDA'S POPULLTION ,T MARCH 1 Canada's population at the first of March this
E3TTHLTED »T 13,766,000 year wes 13,766,000, an inerease of 59,000 over

the figure for December 1, 1949, according to
thic quartorly ostimnto by the Dominion Bureau of Statisties., Theé gain in the
latest quarter compares with estimatod inercases of 71,000 in th® quarter from
Septenver 1 to December 1 last ycar and 87,000 fram Junc 1 to Septomber 1 when
tiere werc lurger net incrosses from immigration added to the gains from natural
ineroeso. The annual ostimate for June 1, 1949 was 13,549,000, the estimated
pina-dcnch inerease to March 1 this year being 217,000,

SRCURITY PRICE INDEXHES

lay 11, 1950 Moy 4, 1950  April 13, 1950

(193 5-39=100)

Irvostors' Price Index

(106 Common StucksS) sevevees 128,7 128 .0 126.3
02 ThaBeBriole .......000s 1243 123,0 120.8
L6 “URRLIEENE . .o el aals 1L 5 271 /6 1335

BBl . .. o, . 145.5 147.6 143.9

iinineg Stock Price Index

(3() Stocks) .noouo-lo--oo.;o 9108 9205 92.8
25 Gglds L I N A N A RN ) 73.0 7404 7601
5 Base Metald ............ 128.9 128.2 18955

INDEX INNUMBERS OF FiRli PRICES Farm prices of agricultural products in Canada,
Orf AGRICULTURAL FRODUCTS excluding Nowfoundland, advanced in liarch over

Fecbruery, but were below the level of March lest
yeor, according to index numbers cormpiled by the Dominion Burecu of Statistics.
Pricos inercascd from Feobrusry to karch in all provinces, but were below thoso
of a yeor earlier in each province.

The¢ index number for all-Conada, on the base 1935-39=100, stood at 246,2 for
lizreh ns compared with 242,7 for Fobruary and 251.1 in larch last year, The
ineroase over February is lergely attributable to increased prices paid for live
stock, ©Small increases were nlso rogistered for cggs and potatoes. Compared with
a ycor ago, prices wore lower for all commoditics except live stock.

Indexes by provinces for iiarch, with figurcs for the same month of 1949 in
brackets, arc as follows: Prince Edward Island, 180,0 (199.8); Nowva Scctia,
192.3 (216.4); Now Brunswick, 2086.7 (223.4); ubec, 252.1 (267.6); Ontario,
253.2 (254.3); Monitobe, 248.8 (253.8); Scskatchowan, 237.7 (240.5); Alburta,
256,2 (257.0); and British Columbis, 234,9 (247.3). (Lem, 2)
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CROP CONDITIONS IN THE PR.LIRIE PROVINCES Seeding is now general throughout most
of Sgskatchewan and .ilberta but with
sminor exceptions littlc werk has been done on the land in Manitoba. Provincial
sfficials doubt whether the flooded cresm (ustimated as high as half a million
ucres) in the Red River Velley will produce much more than feed this yeer. Warm

vecther is required to 4dry up excess moisture if sceding is to become general in
the rest of Hanitoba by this week-ond.

In Saskatchewan about 25 per cent of the wheat crop is seeded although consider-
able verietion is notud betwwen arcas, Practically no work has been done in the
southeast whilc up to 75 per ccnt of tho wheat in the northwest is in, Only 10 por
cont of the provincu's cosrse grain acrecge has beon plantod., Wermer weathor has
proveiled in both Scsictchewan and nlberta over the past weck and good progress
in secding is olso being male in the latter province.

In southeastern .ulborta most of the crop is in, somewhat less than half of
the wheat acrcoge is sceded from ILetibridge north to Edmonton, while only a good
stert has been nado over much of the remainder of the province. Surface moisturo
conditions in Sasketchowan and Llbertc are genurally adoquate for germination but
bottur then average rains will be nceded after scoding to build up subsoil reserves
which aro now dcficient. Ccld woather has so for delayed theo hatching of gress-
hoppor oggs cut infostation in most of the affceted areas is expected to be at
lcast as sorious as last yoear.

Spring oporations im the mojor part of Manitcbe heve not yet commenced, .part
from o strip of territory running north from Russell to Swan River whero e good
stort has boon mede in seeding, little or n> work on the land has been done in the
provincs. Given warm, dry woathor, seeding should got under woy by this week-end,
oxcopt in the Rod River Volley whero it is unlikoly any secding will commence until
the end of tho monthi, Tho provincial Department of .Jgriculture doubts whether
much of the estimated half million acres cf flooded area will produce much more
than feed this yoar, Provineial suthorities als» forecast a marked reduction in
wheat and sugar beet acreage, and possibly sunflowers with more cttention to barley,
flex and summerfallow. Roughage- is very scarce in most parts of the province and
there has beon an absence of growth in pasturcs, Thero has been considerable loss
of poultry in the fluod but limited loss of other stock., Market gerdeners around
Winnipeg have lost nmost of their bedding plonts, their land is flsoded and the out-
i1dek daWenrdtical,

Seoding of spring wheat in Saskatchewen is 25 per cent completed as compared
with 85 per comt sceded a year ago, Ixcept in the southeast whoeat soeding is under
wey in most areas but there is counsiderable varistion in amount seeded throughout
the province, In tho North Battleford, Lloydminster and Meedow Lake ares 75 per cent
has boen sooded; 60 por cent at sople Crovk and Leader; from five to 10 per cent in -
the Regine, Woyburn and Melfort arcas while in other parts of the province 20 to
40 por cont has buen sown, sabout 10 per cont of the intended coarse grain acreage
in tho province has bwen scedecd. Surface moisturc is satisfactory to start plant
growth but wenther has been backword, Cold weather has delayed the hatch of grass-
hopper oggs.
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Under vhe stimulus of warmer wecther, secding has become general throughout
Alberta, In the southeust, sowing of wheat is practically completed with oxcellent
progress teing made in coarse groin seedings., From Lothbridge narth to Edmonton
rather loss than hall the crop is in., Planting, however, is just getting under way
ia the southwest, in large sections of eastern end central Alberta and in the
Peaee ilavor distrietv. In general, surface moisturc supplies are adequate for
gorninntion bus subsnil resoerves cre low in most arcas and good rains will be

roguised after scoding to promote development of a satisfactory crop, Grass
growtl hes beoi giow and beef ond dairy herds are still on hey along most of the

Ga;g@:yeﬁ?manton line, Grasshoppers are cexpected to be about as aerious as in
q chAs {2
7/ o

FHOCEE AND § LAIEEQE~ UF Stocks of Cenadian whoat in store or in transit in North

h:qu.‘I) COJEDL CGRLAS .merica at midnight on Moy 4 amounted to 124,778,100
bushels as compared with 126,780,200 a week sarlier, and

115.5' VGG va vhe corresponding date lest year, Deliverics of wheat from farms

in =ho Prririe Proviasces during the weeck amounted to 3,676,600 bushels, up from

dagt year s ,o"rcaponu_“p wtal of 1,698,700 bushels, Cumulstive total for the

perLod Lvgusy L - May 4 was 268,683,100 bushels as agninst 264,386,200 in the

{Cr)

s8iziler period of tho preceding crop yeer.

“he following quarvities of coarse grains were also delivercd from ferms in

“h2 Proiric FProvincoe during the week ending Moy 4, totals for tho same week last
yems heding in bruldkets: oats, 756,500 (1,487,900) bushels; barley, 364,900
(1,100,300); rye, 131,500 (153,200); floxssed, 6,200 (91,600),

Sversaas esport clearances of wheat dur ing the week ending Moy 4 amounted to
;ﬁéyi,zﬁﬁ bughols ng compacred with 4,925,100 in the corresponding week last yoar,
rirping the cumnlative total for the crop year to date to 119,796,900 bushels as
ageinst BL7, 151, 500 in the similer period of 1948-49. (Mem. 3)

iwRY BUTTER  Stocks of creamery butter in nine cities of Canada on

I OF CRDA May 12 anounted to 18,175,000 pounds as comparsd with
o] I8 T, 7;1 00U on the cdrrcsp01dlng dete lost year. Increased
holdirgs were rsosrdisd in cach of the nine centres oxcept Quebec, Mintrerl and
Vancowrer. Stocks of creanary buttor were 28 follows by cities on May 12, totals
tor tle sene date last year being in brackets (thousands omitted): Queboc, 192

+386) pounds; Montresl. 2,224 (2,757); Toronto, 4,870 (2,547); Winnipeg, 6,788
!7“,, Pegina, 709 (96); Saskatoon, 213 (169); Edmonton, 2,064 (268); Celgary, 572
{153): Vancouver, 543 {578),

STOCKS OF FRUIT .ID VEGETABINS  Stocks of fruit, trozen nnd in presarvatives, were

lower on May 1, amounting tv 20,507,000 pounds as
comparced with 25,913,000 on april 1, and 30,553,000 on the corresponding date last
yeer , Holdings of vegotablas, frozen and in bripo, decreased to 6,260,000 pounds
from 7,414,000 on april 1, ani 6,753,000 on May 1 1 st year.

Holdings of Cancdian potatoes, cabbages and parsnips were higher then a year
earl.icr bui others were lower. Stocks of potatoos amounted to 224,892 tons as
comperad with 185 556 o year ogo, onions 1,033 tons compared with 4,60£ beets
189 %+-ns compared with 373, carrots 1,428 tons compared with 2,074, cabboges 307
tons coapared with 123, porsnips 300 tons compared with 217, and celery 1,062 crates

compered with 2,014, (Mem, 4)
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COLD STORAGE HOLDINGS OF FISH Cold storage holdings of fish in Canada, including

Newfoundland, were lower on Moy 1, emounting to
18,587,000 pounds as compared with 19,951,000 on april 1 and 27,526,000 on the
corresponding date last year. OStocks on May 1 comprised 16,739,000 pounds frozen
fresh and 1,848,000 pounds frozen smoked, (i, 5)

—_——

FORAGE +ND VEGETABLE SESDS Ceanada's 1949 forage seed crops wore valued at §$13,228,-

000, down sharply from the preccding year's total of
$21,639,000, according to final estl mates by the Dominion Bureau of Stetistics,
Tho velue of vegotable seed and field root-seeds also moved lower to &l 070,000
as compared with $1,966,000,

among the larger forage seed crops there were marked deerease¢s in the velue of
alfalfa, alsike clover, red clover, and croeping red fescue, but increcsos in swoot
clower, timothy, and brome grass. 4mong vegetable seed crops therae wore declines
in peas, beans and cucumbers, but increases in carrots, lettuece, and onions.

The value of forage seed crops was es follows by provinces, totals for 1948
boing in brackets: laritimes, 9207 000 ($60,000); ﬂuebec, ¥184,000 ($415,000);
Ontario, $3,462,000 (84,407, ooo) fanitoba, 02 084 000 ($2,810,000); Saskatchewan,
2,334,000 (v3 985 0C0) ; Alborta, v4,396 000 (99 444 000); British Columbin,
+561,000 ($518, 000). (Hom, 6)

o —

FRODUCTION OF NiLIL3 AND  Production of wire nails in March this year was slightly
STLAL WIRE IN .L.ROH lower than in the corresponding month last year, amounting

t> 7,488 tons as compared with 7,530, During the first
three months of this ysar, 21,136 tons were produced as egainst 21,263 in the similar
period of 1949.

Production in iarch this yeonr of steel wirc declined tu 21,697 tons as comparod
with 31,95¢ o ysar earlier, and in the first quarter to 86,733 tons as cgainst
88,714, Output of wire fencing in liarch totalled 1,872 tons as compared with 2,472
in Morch last year, and in the cumulative period amounted to 5,848 tons against
6,810 in the same months last year, (5)

SHIPMENTS OF PRIM.LRY Shipments of primery shapes by Canadian steel mills, exclusive

SHI.IES IN FEBRU..RY of producers' interchange, totalled 198,347 net tons in Fobruary
as compared with 211,431 in the proceding month. The February
shipments inecluled 3,231 tons of semi-finished shapes, 9,604/ tons of structurals,
12,528 tons of plates, 27,353 tons of rails, 4,674 tons of tie plates and track
materiai, 37,209 tons of hot rolled bars, 15,007 tons of pipes and tubes, 22,106
tons of wire rouds, 21,955 tons of black sheets, 7,853 tons of galvanized sheets,
5,635 tons of castings, and 8,871 tons of sther relled products, The amount of
producers' interchange was 114,248 tons in February against 92,064 in Jenuary. (6)

PRODUCERS' S..IIS OF PRODUCTS MLDE  Producers' sacles of products made from Canndian
FROM CGuNLDLAN CLaYS IN J.NU.LRY clays were lower in Jonucry this year, amounting
to $1,100,953 as compnroed with the monthly

average of 1,472,485 in 1949, and $1,267,525 in the corresponding month last year,
Snles werc as follows in Jonuary, totals for the same month last year boing in brackets:
building briek, $690,688 (1,704,665); structural tile, $203,539 ($201,862); drain tilo,
327,811 (347,292); sewer pipe, 991,347 ($155,044); Ixreclay blocks and shnpos, L2, 817
($29,302); pottery, 917,744 ($70,9 ,8), othor clay products, 67,007 (458,412), (7)
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FRODUCTION AND SHIPMENTS  Production and shipments of Portland cement by Canadian
OF CEMENT IN MARCH manufacturers decreased in March this year from tho

corresponding month of 1949, while in the first three
mcnths of this year, production was higher and shipments lower,

March output amounted to 1,302,820 barrels as compared with 1,339,704 in
March last year, and shipments totalled 1,232,931 barrels as against 1,402,176,
For the first three months of the year, aggregate production was 3,664,520 barrels
as asgainst 3,564,968 in 1949, while shipments dropped to 2,676,057 barrels from
2,850 927 (4)

STOCKS OF HIDES AND SKINS Stocks of raw cattle hides held by tanners, packers
AND PRODUCTION OF LEATHER and dealers at the end of March amounted to 414,744
as compared with 455,627 on the corresponding date
last yeer. There were 470,383 calf and kip skins on hand compared with 489,412 a
yoar ocarlier, 23,597 goat =nd kid skins compared with 98,581, 29,470 horse hidos
compared with 38,526, end 45,503 dozen sheep and lamb skins compared with 61,136,

Production of cattle sole leather in March amounted to 1,552,286 pounds as
compared with 1,817,467 in the same month last year, end finishod stocks on hand
at the end of the month totalled 3,833,562 as against 3,765,302, Production of
cattlo upper loather emounted to 3,200,006 squarc fuet as compared with 3,643,415
in Merch, 1949, and the stocks on hand totalled 2,338,244 square féot as against
1,847,511, (Mom, 7)

STOCKS OF CANNED FRUITS Stocks of canned fruits and vegetables held by canners,
AND VEGETABIES HIGHER wholesale dealers and chain store warehouses were higher

on April 1 this year than lest, Canned fruit stocks rose
to 4,805,429 dozen contzincrs from 3,072,791 on tho corresponding date last yoar,
and stocks of vegetables to 16,582,702 dozon from 14,226,619 o year ago.

fmong the conned fruits, thero were marked increasos in the stocks of apple-
sauce, pecrs, poachcs, pineapple, and raspborries, and large declines in plums
end gages, Canned becvts, carrots, carrots and poas combined, corn, and tomntoes
were hold in greater quantities, but beans and peas wero lower., Stocks of foods
for infents and applc juice were increascd but there wore decreases in soups,
tonato julce and tomato catsup.

Stocks of principzl coanned fruits were as follows on April 1 this year, totals
for the same date last yeor being in brackets: applesaucc, 299,104 (124,796)
dozen; cherrics, 260,553 (303,456); pears, 955,245 (477,399); peaches, 1,966,964
(1,156,205); pineapple, 329,271 (71,591); plums and gagus, 278,918 (509,891);
raspberries, 151,975 (38,143); strawborries, 60,735 (59,392).

Stocks of principal canned vegetables on April 1 included the following: groen
or wox beans, 836,247 (1,559,127) dozon; baked beans, 1,579,737 (1,618,503); bocts,
300,706 (177,339); carrots, 283,240 (216,871); carrots and peas combined, 159,084
(147,382); corn, 5,675,890 (1,458,170); mixed vogotables, 409,501 (296,234); pcas,
3,228,196 {4,659,317); tomatoes, 3,815,856 (3,703,504),

April 1 stocks of othur cenned fouds included: apple juice, 1,234,037
(712,654) dozen; infants' foods, 4,539,635 (3%,418,579); jems, 323,053 (383,385);
pickles, 307,155 (354,564); rolishes and sauces, 325,399 (212,7485; scups, 5,929,-
681 (8,075,089); sprghotti, 455,226 (324,774); tomato juice, 3,799,615 (5,364,114);
tomat catsup, 1,530,926 (2,303,136), (9)

—
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RAll,Y FREIGHT TRAFFIC  Volume of revenuc freight carriod by Canadian roilways
LOWER IN JANUARY in January foll to 9,662,264 tons from 11,113,742 tons

in January 1949, and 11,599,866 tons in January, 1948,
Weother conditions, particularly in the westorn division, restricted loadings,
whilc the coal strike in the United States lessened intransit and import traffic,
The decroasc Iirom January lest was 1,451,478 tons or 15 per cent, The current
total was the smallest for any Jenuary since 1942, but remeins censiderably above
the 5,467,062 tons carriod in the same month of 1939. Newfoundland losdings are
included for the first time end were 24,083 tons for the month. Tho decresse for
the othor nino provinces was actually 1,475,561 tons from the preceding January. (10)

CARIOADINGS ON CANADLAN RAILWAYS  Carlosdings on Censdian railways during tho week
cnding May 8 amountod to 73,928 cars, showing a

minor decline cf 426 cers from the 74,354 cars loaded in the corresponding wook

last year. The castern division total rose 945 cars to 50,633 comparod with 49,688,

but westorn loadings werc down from 24,666 to 23,295 cors. During tho first 18 wosks

of this yoar, all-Cancda locdings cggregated 1,248,344 cars as compared with

1,303,261 in the same period of 1949, (11)

LUMBER INDUSTRY IN QUEBKEC Gross value of production of Quebec's lumbor industry

in 1948 cmounted to $69,957,892 as compared with
$75,878,677 in the preceding year, o decrease of 5.3 per cent. There were 1,961
ective mills in the yeor s compared with 2,051 in 1947. The industry employed
10,374 workers receiving 13,223,486 in selaries and wnges as compared with 11,613
ecrning 13,570,091 in 1947, Cost of materinls used totalled $¢},5L6,856 as
agoinst 946,089,961,

Froduction of sawn lumber of all specics aggregated 1,095,719 M fcet board
measure walued at $58,920,212 in 1948 as compared with 1,227,055 M with a veluc of
$63,253,288 o yoor earlier, Pulpwood, cut-up and barked during the yoar totalled
156,685 cords compered with 155,258 in 1947. There were 208,238 squeres of shingles
produced os against 222,200, and 446,850 sawn ties against 376,135,

Output of sawn lumber was as follows by kinds in 1948, totals for 1947 being
in bracksts: spruce, 572,425 (637,583) M feet boord mecsuro; ycllow birch, 114,854
(138,706); white pine, 84,773 (89,695); balsam fir, 175,608 (74,137); jack pine,
72,460 (79,769); hemlock, 41,024 (41,359); mnple, 31,520 (40,446); white birch,
26,764 (34,630); aspen, 16,358 (23,751); basswood, 15,708 (20,311); red pine, 13,368
(11,505); ceder, 8,529 (9,247); poplar, 7,468 (9,020); and elm, 5,609 (6,6965. (Mora, 8)

LUMBFR INDUSTRY IN SASKLTCHWWAN  Gross value of production of Saskatchewan's

lumber industry in 1948 amounted tu $3,825,161
os comparcd with $4,185,743 in 1947, a declinc of 8,6 per cont., Thero woro 355
active nills in the yoar as compared with 427. The industry employed 983 persons
who were paid . 970,118 in selarios and woges as compared with 1,341 employces
paid ¥987,690 in 1947,

Production of savn lumber of all speciss aggregatod 91,228 M feot board measurc
veluod at 33,558,784 as compared with 104,744 M with a value of $3,973,886 a yoor
carlier, Output of sawn tios totallsd 133,117 wvelued at 116,974 as against 127, -
078 at $108,065. (Mem. 9)
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SILIES OF FLRM IMFLEMENTS AND Sales of new farm implements and equipment -- mainly
EQUIPMENT 4T NEW PEAK IN 1949 at the wholesale level -- reached an all-time peak

value of 220,710,000 in 1949, eccording to pre-~
lininary figures rcceived by the Dominion Bureeu of Statistics, This was 29 per
cant higher than the preceding ycar's gcgerogate of $170,666,000, and 78 per cent
gtiove the 1947 total of 122,395,000, Sales of repair parts showed a more moderate
edvance, rising to $27,709,000 from $26,997,000 in 1948 and $23,276,000 the year
ofora,

4ll provincos excopt tho Maritimes shored in the expansion of sales of new
squipsent during the ycar, The total for Sasketchewan -- largest among tho
provinecs -~ advanced from 46,506,000 in 1948 to $59,977,000, Ontario from §38,-
#53,000 to 49,382,000, .ilberte from 36,748,000 ($45,532,000), Maunitobe from
w23,369,000 to $37,993,000, Quebec from ¥l4,907,000 to $17,133,000, and British
Colunbin from 5,222,000 to y5,360,000, The Maritime total fell from $5,461,000
te 95,333,000,

Sales of parts were increoased in all provinces except Alborts where the total
fell from 6,754,000 to 1948 to 6,373,000, In Saskntchowan where sales were heavicst,
the valuc roso from 8,363,000 in 1948 to 8,750,000, The value for Ontario rose
trom 4,996,000 to 5,314,000, Manitoba from 3,909,000 to (4,060,000, Quebec from
41,826,000 to ¥1,993,000, the Mrritimes from 660,000 to ,708,000, and British
Jolusbia from w490,000 te $511,900, (Mem. 10)

ARRANTAST WOOTE NDOSTEY  drosa velue of production of the breakfast foods industry
of Conada in 1948 amounted to 15,278,827 as compared with
(115,242,203 in tho rrocoding yoar., Thoro werc 20 cstoblishments in the ind ustry
diploying o total of 1,140 persons with salary nnd wage payments amounting to 2,370,-
453 comparod with 19 plonts with 1,153 employeos earning $2,238,557 in 19497. Cost

of metericls used was 8,146,467 as against 7,815,285,

Production in 1948 included 59,358,140 pounds of prepecred breakfast foods valued
at ¢11,173,295; 10,156,262 pounds of unprepared breakfast foods valued at 31,139,603;
aad other produets velucd at 2,965,929, Certain unprepared cereal products, such as
patmeal, rolled oats, cte, which are mainly producod in the flour milling industry,
are ot covared By this swuery., (12)

OOR PMICAT: DIDTRIBUIIOR OF 91 The Dominion Bureau of Statistics released

J.NUILCTURING INDUSTRIES OF C.NaDh  its annual report on the geographical distribu-
tion of the manufacturing industries of Cananda

fax tho yaar 1947,

“ho veport contains an historical suamary of principal statistics -- number
of esmpluyces, salaries and woges, cost of moterials, and gross and net value of
Molucts -- for Canadz 23 o« whole from 1870 to 1947, as well as provincial figures
Tor roprosuntative wears feom 1917,

Tadios iz he wopowt elso contain deots by counties, census divisions, and
municipelities Ior the provinces, as well as data on the provineciel distribution
o the 41 leading industries, Principal statistics are zlsy given fae lead ing
Capadian aitios and toans,

Copimz of this report way W obtaismel frsm the Dominion Burseu of Biatistics,
Obtawe. The mica is 350 cents por copy., (13)
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RELEASED DURING THE WEEK -- (Tho nunbors in this list corrcspond with thoso nt the
end of news items, indicating the report on which an item 1is based).

Rarorts ond Bulletins

1. Retail Trade, Merch (10 cents).
¢, The Employment Situstion at the Beginning of March, Together with
Payrolls (25 cents),
3. Chain Store Sales and Stocks, Merch (10 cents).
4, Telographic Crop Report -- Prairie Provinces (10 cents).
5. Steel Wire and Specified Wire Products, March (15 cents).
6. Primary Iron and Stcel, February (25 cents).
7. Products Made from Caencdian Clays, January (15 cents).
8. Comont and Coment Products, March (10 conts).
9. Stocks of Canned Fruits and Vegetablss, sapril 1 (25 cents).
10, Traffic Report of Rzilweys, January (10 cents),
11, Carloadings on Conadian Railways - Weekly (10 cents).
12, Preopered Breakfast Foods Industry, 1948 (15 cents).
13. Geographical Distribution of the Manufacturing Industries, 1947 (50 cents).
1é, Dyeing and Finishing of Textile Goods in Cenada, 1948 (25 cemts),
15, .dvance Statemsnt of Hours of Work end Hourly and Woekly Earnings of
Malc and Female Wege-Earncrs and Salaried Employess Reported by
Loading licnufacturers for the Last Woek of October, 1948
(25 cents),
16, Summary of Monthly Railway Traffic Reports for Year Ended December 31,
1949 (25 conts),
17. Tho Broom, Brush and Mop Industry in Conada, 1948 (25 cents).
18, Tho Musical Instrument Industry in Canade, 1948 (25 conts),
19. Travol Between Conade and the United States, liarch (20 cents).
20, Reilway Revenuc Freight Lomdings, .pril (10 conts).

liemorenda

1. Volume of Hipghway Traffic Entering Canada on Traveller's Vehicle
Pormits, 4Hpril (10 cents),

2. Index Numbors of Fam Pricoes of sagriculturcl Products, Mareh (10 conts).
3. Groin Statistics - Weekly (10 cents).

4, Stocks of Fruit and Vegetables, Ilny 1 (10 cents).

5. Cold Storage Holdings of Fish, May 1 (10 cents).

6o Forago and Vosotable Sced -- Produetion ani Value -- 1949 (10 cents),

7. Statistics on Hides, Skins amd lIesther, March (10 cents),.

8. Tho Lumber Industry in Quebec, 1948 (10 cents).

9. The Lumber Industry in Sasketchewzn, 1948 (10 conts).
10, Secles of Farm Implements and Equipment in Canade, Preliminery, 1949 (10 cents).
11. Yineral Wool, March (10 cents).
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