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CAWADA'S DOMESTIC EXPORTS in April were valued at 205,500,000 os wompared with
¥237,800,000 in the corresponding nonth last year, Exports to the United States
rose in the month to 137,792,000 from 110,654,000, but shipments to the
United Kingdom fell to 25,795,000 from 463,049,000,

LSTIMATED TOTAL OF SAIARIES AND WAGES and supplementery labour income in February
was 625,000,000, nn increasc of 45,000,000 over the January figure of $620,000,-
000, and 420,000,000 or throe por cont above the February, 1949 éstimato of
605,000,000,

SALES AND PURCHASES OF SECURITIES betweon Canada and othor countries in Merci
wiountod to 54,400,000, the highost montily totzl since June last yoar. In
February, scles and purchnses aggregated 35,900,000, and in March lest year
totalled .:28,400,000,

AVERAGE WEEKLY WAGES pald to hourly-rcted wage-oorners employed by leading Canadinn
monufacturing ostablishments recched & now peek figure of $43,10 during the woek
endlng linreh 1, showing an incroase of 42 cents over the February 1 average of

£42,68, and e aain of J1.13 over the Mureh 1, 1949 figure of $41.97.

DOLLAR VOLUME OF WHOIRSALE SAIES in March this year advanced 20 per cent over
Fobruary and was four por cent above thu same month last year. 3Sales in the
first gunartcr of this year were practieally unchanged from a yeod earlierx,

T BATES during the weck ending licrch 13 decreased ohe per cent as
! with the corraspanding waek last year.

VALURE OF INVENTORIES held by Canndien manufacturing establishments at the end of
Merch was slightly above tho February level but below ldarch last year, The March
index, on the btasc 19472100, was 126,8 compared with 125.4 in February and 133.7
in Merch, 1929,

CARS OF REVENUE FREIGHT LOADED at Canadian points during the weck cnding May 13
totalled 175,3+3 cars, up from 73,928 in the preceding woek, and 1, 239 ecars or
1.7 per cont above the samc wesk last year.
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ELPORTS AGLIN RISE TC UNITED STATES Canada's domestic cxports to the United States
BUT OVERALL TOTaAL IOWER IN AFPRIL cgain incroased substentially during April

over o year earlier for thé sixth successive
nonth, and were also highor to Lotin Jmerican countries, But theso grins were nore
tlion offsot by sharp docroasss in tho valuo of shipments to the United Kingdom,
other Commonwenlth countriss and to Zurope, pnrtly attributable to the late opening
of navigation on the 5t. Lowrenco systei,

prorts to cll countrics during April were velued at 9205 500,000 as compared
with $237,800,000 in April last year. Iorch oxports showed a gain over the pre -
vious year, bu+ Jonuary and Fobruary values were also lower and the aggregate valuoe
for the four months ending ipril foll to 854,400,000 as ageinst 896,000,000 in
tho corresponding period of 1949,

Domestic exports to the United States moved up in April to 137,792,000 from
%110,654,000 o yoor ago, showing a2 gain of noarly 25 per cent, and accounting for
approximately 67 per cent of the month's total as cgrinst 47 per cent in April,
1349. 4geregate valw for the four months ending April rose to 551,800,000 as
conpared with y»55 804,000 for the like 1949 period, an inersase of 21 per cont.

There werc increases from a year ago in the month's exports to the United:
Statcs in six of tho moin commodity groups, the exceptions being agricultursl and
vogotable products, iron and its products, and misculloneous commodities, Largest
gains wore shown by the wood cnd papor group, up to 471,524,000 from 451,085,000;
non-ferrous netels and products at 20,343,000 as cgainst 15,275,000; and animals
and animel products at 14,513,000 compared with ,11,894,000, The agricultural
end vegotable products group doclincd to 8,466,000 from 412,548,000, the otheor
decroasos being slight, but tliere werce genoral decllncs i sspranl | in most groups
from rocent poak levels rocched in Morch,

lLipril shipmonts to tho Unitod Kingdom £cll to less than half' the value of a
year carlicr, being recorded ot 25,795,000 os coupared with 463,049,000, while
tho value for the four months was 134, 896 000 as agrinst 202, 484 OOO 1ast year.
Docreases woro roucorded in the month's exports of all mein commodity grouprs, tho
lergost declines being from 30,139,000 to j15,421,000 for the agricultural and
vogotable group, in which tho main component is wheat, and from ¥17,385,000 to
¥5,384,000 for the non-forrous metels and products,

Totel exports to other Commonwealth ccuntries alsoc declined in value to wl), =

830,000 in .spril from 27,114,000 in ipril, 1949, the cunulative total for the four
months amounting to 457,975, OOO this yior as compared with /95,292,000 last yoar,
Lower valucs were recorded for oxports in the month to all mein .reus. Exports to
the British West Indics and British Guiana declined to YZ 289,000 as agoinst v3,604, -
000 & year earlior, with largust deeronses in sales to Iamulca ond Trinidad and
Tobago, Shipmants to wfrican countries foll off to 3,824,000 from 5,792,000, which
was mainly accounted for by a decreasc in exports to the Union of South iAfries from
;5 412,000 to 43,603,000, Sales to Commoawealth countries in Lisia dropped in value

155 261 000 as qg'inst »11,308,000, exports to Indin ‘declining to /2,746,000 from
,8 676 000 last yeor aond to Pak 1st“n to v581,000 from 1,384,000, but 1ncreasing to
tho Fedoration of Maloya. Reversing some previous gains, export. were also moderately
lowor to .ustralia end New Zealand, reducing the totel for the Goeanin.group to
¢3,115,000 as against .4, 388,000,
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Shipments to Latin fmericen countries were velued at 411,927,000 as compared
with 10,154,000 ¢ yeor age, with increases to 10 of the 16, Iargest gains were to
- «rgentina, Cube, lexico ond Venczuela, cnd the largest decreases to Brozil
and Panama. .JAggregate valuc of exports for the four rmonths was moderately below
lnst year at $33,151,000 es ageinst 436,592,000,

Exports to Europoan countries as & whole fell sherply in velue in 4ipril to
6,059,000 from 418,949,000 lest year, but for the four months wers down less
otubply to 40,905,000 from .62,051, 000 Docreasos were recorded in April shipmonts
tc most loading Europcan merkets, sxcept Itely. In contrast, the valuo of April
oxports to other foreign countries was slightly higher at 47,160,000 compared with
+7,101,000 and practically unchenged from last year for the four months at $31,106,000,

Six of the nine main commodity groups were¢ lower in the month, including three
of tho four largest in wvelue. sgricultural ond vegetable products declined to
37,385,000 from 62,400,000 for .pril lost yeer, due meinly to reduced velues for
exports of wheat, other grains, wheat flour, rubber and products, and seeds, The
non-ferrous metals group dropped to 428,545,000 from ,;38,528,000, aluminum and
products being higher but anickel, copper, lead, zinc and their products all lowser,
The iron and products group wes valued at $19,485,000 as agairst 27,408,000, with
decroasss in ferro-alloys, rolling-mill products, farm and other machinery, auto-
mobiles and railway cers and parts, but higher figures for locomotives and parts,
automobile parts, and pigs, ingots, blooms and billets,

largest in velue, the wood ond paper group rose to v75,£39,000 as compared
with (64,453,000 last yeor, bringing thw total for this group in the fouwr months
to 298,666, OJO os against 263,688,000, Exports of newsyrint increased in value
in the month to 139,035,000 comparcd with +32,393,000; planks and boards to 16, -
792,000 as against le 912 000; and wood pulp to le 283 000 from 12,929,000,
The animals and cnimal products group incrocsed slightly to 420,181, OOO compared
with 419,341,000, with gains in ecattle, fish and fishory products, &nd meats other
then bacon ond hams, 4 sherp rise in asbestos shipments over last year's strike=-
roduced oxports increased the non-metallic minerals group to 7,422,000 from
v3,913,000, :

The chenmicals group was lower in april at 6,953,000 compered with $7,977,000,
meinly due to lowor shipments of fortilizers; whilc the miscel laneous group declined
to v8,458,000 from 412,198,000 as tho result of docrevases for ships and vessels and
cireraft and perts. (1)

L. BOUR INCOME HIGHER IN FEBRU/RY Estimated total of salaries and wages and supple-

montary labour incoms in February was $625,000,000,
an increase cf g5,000,000 over tho January figure of 620,000,000, and 20,000,000 or
threc por cent tbove tie Fobruary, 1949 ostimato of 605, OOO OOO During the first
two months of this yenr, estimated lobour income rose to 31, 2 »5,000,000 from 41,212, ~
000,000 in the similer period of 1949, or by three per cent,

Labour income in manufacturing advanced to 216,000,000 from 213,000,000 in
February last yuar; in utilities, transportation, communicaticn storage and trade to
166,000,000 from ,159,000,000; znd in finznce and services ta g14l 000,000 from
wk3L, UOO 000,

Tae total for zgriculture, logging, fishing, trapping and mining deelined to
v43,000,000 in February from ;47,000,000 a year earlier, while labour income in con-
gtruction inereased to 37,000, OOO from ¥34,000,000, Supplemontary labour income in
the month amounted to QZl,OO0,000 comper ed ok CZO,OOO,OOO in February, 1949. (2)

o —
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WEEKLY WAGES IN MANUFACTURING  Average weekly wages paid to hourly-rated wage-

REACH NEW PEAK AT MARCH 1 earners employed by leading Canad ian manufacturing
esteblishments roached a new peak figure of $43.10

during the weok ending March 1. This was 42 cents above the February 1 averege

of $42,68, and $1.13 highor than the March 1, 1949 figure of $41,97.

Hourly earnings at March 1 averaged 10l.4 cents as comparod with 100.9 at
February 1 and 97.6 cents s yecar oarlier, The average number of' hours worked
during the week ending March 1 was 42.5 as against 42.3 in the week of Iebruary 1
and 43.0 a year ago,.

Wookly wages in durable monufactured goods moved up to an average of $46.77
from $46,21 at Fobrurry 1 and $45.49 at March 1, 1949, while in non-duresble
manufecturod goods the averago rosc to ¢39,57 from $39.26 at Fetruary 1 and
¥38,26 last yeer., The work-week in durable goods was 42.6 hours compared with
42,2 at Februnry 1 ard 43.2 at March 1 lnst year, and in non-durable goods was
42,5 hours compared with 42,4 hours ot Februery 1 and 42,7 at March 1, 1949, (3)

SAlES /ND PURCHASES OF SECURITIES Sanles and purchases of securities between
SETWEEN ChANADA AND OTHER COUNTRIES  Canada aml othor countries in March reached a

total of 54,400,000, the Wighest monthly
figure since June last year. In February, scles and purchases nggregated »35,900,-
000, and in March last year totolled 28,400,000, Both sales and purchases showed
merked increases during the month, the former advencing to 29,500,000 from %17,600, -
000 in February and $14,600,000 last yoar, and the latter to $25,100,000 from
%18,300,000 in February ond 413,800,000 o year earlier,

The risc in security transactions in March was accounted far chiefly by in-
cronsos in salcs and purchases with the United Stotes, sales amounting to 28,200,000
and purchases 22,600,000, resulting in a sales balance of 5,600,000, Although
Cenadian stocks and bonds chiefly contributced toward the large volume, most of the sales
balance arosse from ropurchases of United States stocks by Unitcd Statos investors.,

Security transactions with thoe United Kingdom declined in volwiw, scles emount-
ing to ;}500,000 and purchnses 4;2,100,000. Morch transactions provided a purchase
balance of 41,600,000, comporable to the purchaso belance which cxisted in Fobrunry,
Both sales and purchases with other countrics decrecased from Fobrunry, reosulting
in net snles of $300,000,. (%)

VALUE OF INVENTORIES HEID BY Tho velue of inventories held by Canndian manufacturing
MANUF..CTURING INDUSTRIES establishments at the end of March was slightly above

the February level but below Morch last yeor, accord-
ing to index numbers compiled by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics., The March indox,
on the base 1947=100, wos 126.8 os comparcd with 125.4 in Februnry end 133.7 in
March, 1949,

The consumers' goods industrios index -- the largest componont of the all-
industries total -- increased five points during the month to reach 132,5, but
was practically unchnnged from a year earlier. In thc capital goods industries,

the index foll to 92.2, cight points below the Fecbrunry lovel anl was 26 points
lower thon in Maorech, 1949,

Inventories in the producers' goods imdnstrics dropped to en index lovel of
124.8, down four points from Febarunry and 10 points trom Mareh Inst ysar, In the
construction gom8 industries, the March index stood 2t 153.1, five points nbove
Fobrucry, but 16 points halow Mareh, 1949, (5)
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WHOLESALE SALES HIGHER IN MARCH Doller volume of wholesalo sales in March this

year advanced 20 per cent over Febru.. y and was
Tour per cent above the same month last year, according to reports received by
the Dominion Bureau of Statistics from wholesalors representing nine lines of
tradé, Sales in the first quartér of this year were practically wichanged from
A year ewnrlisr,

Tho general Unadjusted index, cn the base, average for 1935-39=100, stood at
294,2 as compared with 244,56 in February, and 283,4 in lisrch lnst yeer. Incroascs
ovor Morch, 1949 werc registercd for 2ll provinces and ranged from one per cont
for Quebuc to six per cont for British Columbia.

While trends var ivd between the differcent trades, there wore ro wido gains
or lossos, Seales of wholesale grocors cml druggists in Merch werc o¢ight por cent
in oxcoss of March lust year, while an increase of seven per cent was rocordoed
by cutomotive oquipment and tobacco and confoctionery wholosalers, Slightly smaller
gains of four per cent and three per cent werc registored for fruit and vegetable
deelors am clothing wholosalers, respectively.

Footwear and hardware wholesalsrs both reported sales two per cent lowor in

Mereh t?a? o yoar earlior, while dry goods who losalers' sales docreased five per
eoutt. L6

SECURITY PRICE INDEXES

Mey 18, 1950 May 11, 1950 April 20, 1950

(1935-39=100)

Investors' Price Index

{106 Common Stoecks) ....... 1298 128 .1 127.2
f" Deimgteialsy .. ........ 128.1 124.3 1283
18T Y R S S ! 130.8 1005 133.4

B Bhake ...l 1A% = 144 .8 145,5 144.,9

Miring Stock Price Index

(BOStOCkS) LR R R R IR B B B A ) 9109 9108 93'5

25 Golds ? s 20 80 c0 0000 s 75.0 73.0 75'4

biBase . Matglak' , . % 4 4 129.4 128.9 129, 2
DEPARTMENT STORE SALES Dopartment store sales during the weck ending May 13

DOWN ON£ PLR CENT IN WEEK decreased one per comt as compared with the correspond-
ing woeok last year, according to prelimimary figures,
Sales in Quebec were up six por cent, Onterio four per cent, and the Meritimes two
per cont, but were down 25 per cent in Manitoba and 13 per cent in Saskatchewan,

In Alborte and British Columbin, sclces remained unchangod.

STOCKS OF CREAVERY BUTTER  Stocks of crcamery butter in nino cities of Canada on
Mny 19 amounted to 20,411,000 pounds as compared with
9,287,000 cn the corresponding date last year. Holdings were as follows by clties,
last yoor's figuros being in brackets (thousends omitted): Quebec, 240 (327) pounds;
iontreal, 2,226 (3,409); Toronto, 4,688 (2,929); Winnipog, 8,803 (1,036); Regina, 713
(130); S?skatoon, 215 (186); Edmonton, 2,194 (346); Calgary, 646 (196); Vancouver,
686 (728).
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STOCKS AND MARKETINGS OF  Stocks of Canadian wheat in storo or in transit in North
WHEAT iND COARSE GRAINS hmerice at midnight on liny 11 amountcd to 121,742,100
buslwls as compared with 124,778,100 a wook earlior, and
105,945,300 on the corresponding date last year, Decliveries of wheat from forms
in the Prairie Provinces during the woek amounted to 3,628,300 bushols, up sharply
from last year's corrcsponding total of 1,604,600 busihuls, Cunulativo total for
tho period fliugust 1 - Iy 11 was 272,311,300 bushels as ng inst 265,990,800 in the
sinilur poriod of the proceding crop year.

The following quantities of coarsc grains werc also delivercd from foarms in
the Prairie Provinces during the week onding Hay 11, totals for the sam wook last
yoar being in brackets: oots, 861,000 (1,049,100) bushcls; barley, 338,100
(1,285,300); rye, 204,800 (131,700); flaxsoed, 2,800 (68,900),

Overseas oxport clearances of wheat during tho wock onding Moy 11 amounted to
3,907,700 bushels as compared with 6,486,300 in tho corrosponding wock last yoar,
bringing the cumulative total for the crop yecar teo dato to 123,794,700 bushels
ageinst 123,637,800 in the s imilor period of 1948-49, (ilom. 1)

BIRTH LND DELTH RATES LOWER Conada's birth rate fell to 27.3 per 1,000 population

IN FIRST NINE MONTHS OF 1949 in the first nine months of 1949 from 27,5 in the
corresponding period of 1948, Tha gonorcl mortality

rate was also lowor at 9.2 as compared with 9.4, tho infant mortality rato falling

to 42 from 45, and the maternal doath rate moving down to 1.4 from l.5. Tho rate

of natural increase remmined at 18.1.

Preliminary figures for tho January-Soptember puriod of 194% issucd by tho
Dominion Buroau of Statistics place tho number of live births at 269,151 as compared
with 265,162 in the same period of 1948, Deaths at all ages numborod $0,272 as
compared with 90,570, and the natural inerocase in the population was 178,879 compared
with 174,592, liarriages totalled 91,181 caumpared with 92,535, cad tiic marriege rate
was 9.3 compared with 9,6,

Stillbirths numbered 5,170 compared with 5,227 in the first ninc months of 1948.
Deaths under one year totalled 11,310 comparcd with 11,826, while deaths under ono
month nunbered 6,372 compared with 6,899, Thero werce 38l naternal doaths compared
With' 3944 ' 47)

PRODUCTION ..ND IMPORTS OF COAL Canadian coal production in sipril this year

incrensed 6.5 per cont over tiic corresponding
month last yeer, while imports rose 1ll.4 per cent. During tho first four months
of the year, production was higher end imports lowor,

according to preliminary figures, tho all-Canada output of coal in April
increased to 1,308,500 tons from 1,228,782 in april last year, and in the four-
month period to 6,7+7,500 tons from 6,458,486, Imports in april advenced to
2,247,941 tons from 2,008,505 a year earlior, but wero down in tho cumulativo
poriod to 4,286,509 tons from 4,377,860,

Production in [lberta in April ros¢ to 515,500 tons from 503,695 a yoar
earlier, and in Nova Scotia to 499,500 tons from 463,960, Output in British
Columbie was down to 142,500 tons from 160,188, but highor in Saskatchewan at
115,000 tons compared with 71,632, New Brunswick's output in thc month was
36,000 tons compared with 28,846, (8)
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PRODUCTION OF CRUDS PETROLEUM  All-Cancde output of cerudo petroloun and natural
oD NLWTURAL G5 IN FEBRUARY gaseline in February this yoor amounted to 1,954, -

63+ barrels as compored with 1,926,867 in the
proceding month and 1,443,006 in Fetruary, 1949, During the first two months of
this ycar, 5,881,501 barrcls were produced, a rise of 38 por cont over last year's
corresponding total of 2,799,489 barrcls,

ilborta cccounted for 1,847,107 barrcls in Fobruary as comperod with 12815 20 o
a year oarlier. Leduc's osutput incrcased to 845,993 barrols from 735,149 in
Fobruary last yoar, Redwater to 541,783 bvarrels from 134,253, and Lloyd.uinster
to 61,060 barrels from 41,386. Crude cutput fronm Turner Valley declined to 285,566
terrels from 299,091,

Tho month's dutput from wells in Scslptchowan ~mounted to 73,201 barrels as
compared with 51,942 in Februery, 1949; Ontaris, 19,91 barrols compored with
17.392; Northwest Territories, 13,074 barrels comparcd with 19,981; ant New Brunswick,
1,311 barrels compared with 1,582,

Froduction «f notural gas was lower in Fobruary, totalling ¢,645,237 li cubic
Teet, Qown from the all-time high of 9,571,840 ! rcached in Janucyy, and 7,127,366 M
o yoer ego. Despite tle deeline in the month, cumulotivwe ocutput for the first two
months of the yoar incrcased to 16,217,077 1 cubic foet from 15,038,385 M in the
similar period of 1949. Production in JAlberts amounted to 5,691,515 i cubic faet
as compered with 8,526,930 M a month earlicr; Ontario, 858,275 L (933,263 Ii);
Saskatchewan, 64,587 M (77,018 M); and Now Brunswick, 30,860 11 (34,629 M). (9)

REFINED PETROLEUN FRODUCTION Conadiar output of rofined petroleun products in
JNCREASED 10 FER CENT IN 1949 1949 was 10 pcr cont higher than in the proceding

yoar, increascs boing rccorded in the yecar's
production of motor gasoline, kerosenc znd fucl oil, Output of 2ll petroloum
products during the year was 89,243,000 barrcls as compared with 0,969,000 in
1946,

During the year, 95,959,000 barrels of crud¢ petrolcum werc received at
Canudian refinerics, an inerease of seven por cent over the proceding year's total
of 89,275,000 barrels, Recoipts of importcd crude moved down to 15,449,000 barrcls
from 77,336,000 the year before, while the supply from Canalian sources rosc sharply
to 20,510,000 berrels from 11,939,000, Domostic erudc accounted for 21 per cont
of the total in 1949 as against 13 per cent in 1948,

Venezusle end the United States acesuntod for the bulk of Cancda's crude oil
impords in 1949, but the amounts from these countrics foll during tho year. Imports
from .xrable, however, showed a snarp rise, whilc the supply froa drinidad was smaller,
Irag camo into tho picture as a source of supply during the year.

Imports from Venczuela in 13949 amountcd to 34,361,000 barrcle as compared
with 37,567,000 in 1948; United Status, 29,652,000 barrols conparcd with 33,071,000;
Arabia, 8,928,000 barrels compared with 3,643,000; Trinided, 2,197,000 barrels
compared with 2,357,000; Irag, 310,700 (nil); Iran, nil (482,900); and Moxico, nil
(213,300). (10)
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SHIPMENTS AND EXPORTS OF Shipments of asbestos from Canadien minos in March
ASBESTOS HIGHER IN M.RCH emounted to 68,356 tons, more than five times last

year's corresponding totel of 11,770 tons, In the
Tirst timee months of this year, 183,489 tons were shippod, sharply above tho
56,790 tons in the similar period »f 1949, ILast year's shipments woerc reducod
Wy lavour disputoes,

Sxports in the month increased to 65,716 tons from 12,357 in larch last year,
briaging the cumulative total for the first quarter of the yoear to 179,974 tons
as ageivat £9,017 in 1949, (11)

BTOCKS UF NON-FERROUS  Dealers' stocks of non-ferrous scrap metal woro as follows
SCRAP IET.L IN 1949 at the ond of 1949, totals for tic first of the year being
in brackcts: oluminum, 1,395,516 (1,845,917) pounds; brass
and bronze, 7,418,348 (7,351,282); copper, 2,792,253 (3,(92,437); mognosium, 9,952
(35,427); nickel, 252,882 (256,562); tin-lcad, 4,429,082 (4,281,358); zinc, 602,033
(618, 954); and drosses, 1,426,238 (1,449,012)., (12)

PRODUCTION AND SHIPMENTS OF IRON  Production of iron castings and cast iron pipes
CiSTINGS AND CAST IRON PIPES and fittings amountod to 61,400 tons in Iarch,
while shipments totalled 38,400 tons,., During
the first three months of this year, 180,200 tons worc produced and 113,500 tons
were shigped, (Mem, 2)

—

BLLES OF RADIO KBCEIVING SETS  Salos of radio recciving sots wore slightly higher

in March and the first quartor of this yoar, MNarch
éeles numbered 55,459 valued at $4,690,775 as comparod with 55,283 units at
¥4,050,051 a yoar earlier, while the throe-month salus totalled 140,926 units ot
$11,827,165 compared with 140,345 at $10,687,413.

Bales in Merch wore as follows, totels for the some month last year being in
bracksts: Ontario, 29,603 (33,583) units; Quebec, 9,724 (8,203); British Columbia,
4,004 (2,760); Alberta, 3,556 (3,138); Maritimes, 3,272 (3,470); Manitoba, 3,098
(2,299} ; Seskatehswan, 1,752 (1,830); ond Newfoundland, 350 (-). (13).

CONSUMPT ION AWD PRODUCTION OF RUBBER  Consuaption of rubber increascd five per

cent in March, total for the¢ month amounting
to 15,097,200 pounds as compnred with 14,317,600 in February. Natural rubber
consumption increased to 8,772,400 pounds from 8,265,000, synthotic to 3,772,420
pounds from 3,653,900, and reclaim to 2,552,400 pounds from 2,398,600,

Domestic production of synthotic and reclaim rubbeor moved higher in ldarch,
tha formor advancing to 11,849,600 pounds from 9,732,800, nnd the latter to 721,300
pouads from 651,800,

Month-end stocks of natural rubber rosc to 11,161,900 pounds as coupared with
11,119,400 in February, while synthetic declincd to 9,206,400 pounds compared with
9,032,060, and reclaim bo 3,599,700 pounds compared with 3,796,800, (14)
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CANGL TRAFFIC IN APRIL  With the scason of navigation opening later than last year
on the Wellanl and Sault Ste, loric camls, the tonnage of
freight through all Canadieon conals was lower in ipril at 1,128,701 tons as compared
with 2,211,385 in the same month last year, when very ecrly openlnis were recorded.
Vessel peossages for all cannls numbered 767 compared withi1l,753 dih april, 1949,

Due to the late opening and ice conditions in Lake Supericr, harbowrs, only
144,382 tons of freight passed through the Sault Sto. Marie cenals in .pril --
Cenedian and United States locks -~ compared with the record total of 12,030,022
roached a year earlicr, Very little whoat and grair ond no iron ore moved eastbound
while the wostbound soft coel onl sther traffic was greatly reductd from April last
yoer, Vessel pessages numbered only 88 against 2,515,

Total freight on the Welland Ship cancl in april smounted to 817,498 tons as
compared with 1,425,684 in ipril, 19:%. Thc grein movemont wes limited by tho
later opening at Sault Ste. Marie and was down shorply from Lpril lost year, Howover,
ohv tonnage of suft cuel rose from 433,786 tons to 469,921 as consumors strove to
roplace strike depleted stocks, Four hundred ani twonty-thrco vessels were locked
tlrough as against 712 in april, 1949.

Despite a four day earlier opening, tonnage of freight on the St. Lawrence
canals eased from 511,244 tons in ipril last yoor to 285,457 with grain off sharply.
Coal, petruleum, com, ores, and othor froight showod gains over the volwre passing
o yoor ago. Vessels numberod 263 against 546 last year. The smnllor canals regported
lighter traffic oxcopt tho Richelieu which showed 618 tons comparsd with 438 tons
in fpril, 1949,  (15)

R ILNAY OPERATIONS IN FEBRUALRY  Operating rovenues of Canadinn railwnys in Foebruary
wore frirly well nnintained at 65,724,122 as
compared with $65,969,979 in tho same month last year, mainly as a rosult of in-
creased froight rates, declinos oceurring in the velume of both froight and
passenger traffic, Uxpenses fell from 465,770,543 to 64,854,156, and the net

debit in operating income was reduced to 1,481,656 from 42,334,009 a yoar carlier,

Freight revenues in Fobruory totalled v54,110,233, down $424,369 from tho
proceding yoar, and the tonnage of freight carricd during the month dropped 10,6
per cent to 1,307,632 tons, Pnassenger revenuss foll 8.4 per econt from 5,312,200
to 4,367,813, while the number of pnssengers carricd during the month was down
16 por cent to 2,321,659, (16)

CARIOJLDINGS ON CLNADLIN RAILUAYS Cars of revenuc freight loaded at Conadian
p>ints during the week onding May 13 totalled
75,343 cars, up from 73,928 cars in the precedins week, and 1,239 cars or 1.7

ser cent ebove the same week last year, Volume for tho eastern division climbed
from 50,352 cars to 52,016 cars, but fell in the western division from 23,752

cars to 23,327 ears. In the eastorn division thore were increasss in grain,
vegetables, coel, ores, mine products, lumber, gosoline, zutomobiles, woodpulyp
anC paper anl miscellanoous menufocturcs, In the westorn soctor, gains werc shown
in coal, ores, building produets, logs, lumber and fortilizers. (17)
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CIVIL AVIATION IN JANUARY Revenuos of Canadian airlines during January climbed
to a peak for the month of .2,717,551, can increase of
13,8 per cent or v329 938 above the corresponding month of 1949. The revenue gain
in Januory was rostricted to scheduled carriurs which advanccd from .2, 974,534 to
$2,488,195, while carnings of other earricrs declined from £313,079 to $229,356.,

Expenses newrly kept pace with the inercasc uf revenuos and advancod from
v2,388,256 to 3,202,495, up $314,239 ar 10,9 por cont. 4ll oxponsc accounts were
hea vior with operatlon and maintenance requiring 2,660,748 against 2,481,227 ono
yeer earlier, while traffic expenses rose over »loO o000 te 9338,;26

Total passenger fares advenced from ©1,298,585 to 1,634,072, up nearly 26 per
cent, mail and excess baggage reccipts rosc sllghtly, but froight or goods carned
$162,095 against $120,154 in January last vear. Total rovenuo passengers carried
by all lines advanced from 72,386 to 75,940, & gain of 4,9 per cont, (18)

EXPRESS COMPANIES IN 1949  Gross receipts of cxpross companies in 1y49 climbed
to & now record total of 51,966,000 as compared with
$46,809,000 in the preceding yeer, a gein of 1l ror cont.

Operating expenses and oxpress privileges rosc quite shorply w1th ineroased
wage scales. Oporating expenses totalled 32,385,000 compared with 30, 398,000
one year earlier, while express privileges peid to carriors increased from Vl8 186, -
000 to y21, 227,000 ifter all deductions, not corporate income showed a debit of
v1,833,000 against 32,698,000 in 1943,

The value of all financial paper Lanlled decrocused slightly at V163,324£000
as against 9164 224,000 in tho preceding your, Taxes rose 16 por cont from y363,000
in 1948 to 9421 ago,, (i)

——

OUTPUT OF TOBACCO INDUSTRIES  Output of Canzda's tobacco monufacturing industries
had a net wmlue -- factory selling values less
excise duties and taxes -- of ;107,377,000 in 198, an incrense uf 16 per cent
over the preceding ysar's total of 92,279,000, according to figurcs released by
the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. The ~ross volue -- selling volues plus oxcise
duties anl taxes -- amountcd to ;307,204,000 as comparod with $2f3,395,000, a

rise of eight per cent.

Produection of c igarettes in 1943 amountod to 16,071,779 thiusand, showing
a modurate increase over the 1947 output of 15,687,127 thousand. Tho gross value
of cigarettes mroduced during the year was 249,038,000 comparcd with 220,649,000,
Output of smoking tobaceo rose to 26,337,000 pounds from 25,404,000, and thc valuo
to 46,607,000 from 342,968,300,

Output of ecigars totalled 210,335 li valued at 14,453,000 (214,745 U at
le,uBz 000 in 1947); chewing tobacco, 2,044,952 pounds at 3,184,000 (2,382,245
at . 3,604 139); and snuff, 992,359 Poumls at 2,109,000 (9’7’7 ’]Od :1t 2, 0’74 OOO) (20)
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RUESER INDUSTRY OF CalbA  Gross value of preducts turned cut by the rubber
industry of Conada in 1948 amounted to 194,112,000,
nowing o slight doeline from the zll-time high of $196,308,000 reached in the
préceding year.,

Fifty-six c¢stablishments were in operation in 1948, furnishing employment to
21,703 persons who roceived $48,273,000 in salaries and wages as compared with
60 plants with 23,475 employoes oorning 46,614,000 in 1947. Onterio employed
over 72 per cont of the persuns ongesed in the industry and produced over 81 per
oent of the entirc output, while Queboc accounted for over 27 per cent of the total

eaployesnt and sver 18 poar cont of yrodubtion, (21)

FENSION AND WELRALE PLANS  Rosults of a suwvey of pension end welfere plans in force
IN CANADIAN INUUSTRIES in Canadian industries at October 1, 1947, just released
by tho Dominion Bureau of Statistics, show that the largest
coverage of employecs (exeludling establishments operated by railways) was under group
lifo insurance, with next largost under pension plans, followed by plans providing
sjckness benefits, In many cases, cmployccs were covered by two or moro plans,

For the purposc of its survoy, the Bureau sent out 17,040 questionnaires to
Mirme or estatlishments, covering menerally those with 15 or more employees, nnd
recoived roplics from npproximetely 90 per cent covering 1,993,134 employees,
ceprasenting nearly 97 por cent of the total employment in firms under survey.

Qut of 1,799,325 cmyloyees in estoblishments other than railways, 634,575 or
35,3 per cont werc covorcd by group life insurance plans; 472,066 ar 26,2 per cent
by ponsion plans; 423,064 or 23,5 per cent by hospital care services; 276,343 or
15.4 por cont by plons for cash benefits for medical and hospital services; and
227,250 or 12,6 per coent by medical care services, some of which provided surgical
aare nnly,

Out of 14,452 repuarting units (exeluding railwaeys), 6,141 with 1,152,208
paployess had group life insurance with 634,575 employees covered; 3,425 units with
915,709 omployces had pension plans covering 472,066 employees; 4,615 units with
879,561 cnployoes hnd hospital carc servicoes covering 423,664 omployces; 2,571
wiits with 409,190 employces had cash benefits for medical and hespital services
coverod 276,343 of their working farce; and 1,864 units with 419,619 employeos had
medical caro scrvices covering 227,250 employces, Thero were 6,444 units with
344,735 omployoos which roported having no pension or welfare plens.

Proportionally, the largest covorage undor pension plans was 85,1 per cent
in the communications group, followed by finance with 58.3 per cent of employoes
govervl, Lersest coverege for group life insurance was 46,7 per cent for finance,
with tho monufscturing sroup -- largest in size by far -- next with 42,5 per cent,
Menufocturing hal also the largest coverage under cash sickness benefits at 20,4
per cent, finance being second at 15,9 per cent. Under medical care service,
mining was casily first in coverage with 48.4 per cent, while under hospital care
sorvice plens communications was first with 50,7 per cent, closely followed by
mining with 50,6 per cent,

Trc Burcau's report presents detailed data on the rosults of the survey,
whiah was nado in collsboration with the Depaertment of Labour and the Department
of National Health and Welferc, to meet the growing demand for information of
aaployee wolfare plans in Cannde's industries, (Ref, Paper 1)
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RELE/SED DURING THE WEEK -- (The numbers in this 1ist corrcspcnd with those at the

end of news items, indicating the roport on which an itom is based).

Reports and Bulletins

1. Monthly Summcry of Jomostic Exports, april (20 cents).
2. Estimates of Labow Income, Februery (10 conts).
3, Man-Howrs and Hourly Barnings Reports at the First of Harch (25 conts).
4, Sales cnd Purchases »f Securitices Botween Canada and Othor Countries,
Morch (10 cents),
5. Inventories and Shipmonts by Manufacturing Industrics, larch (25 cents),
6. Wholesale Trade, March (10 cents).:
7. Births, Marriages and Degths in Canada, Third Quarter, 1949 (10 conts).
8. Proliminary Report on Coal Production, april (10 cents).
9. Crudc Petroleum, Natural Gas and lhnufscturcd Gas, Fubruary (10 conts),
10, Refinod Potroleum Products, December (25 conts).
11, isbestos, March (10 cents).
12, Non-Ferrous Scrap Metal and Secondory Non-Forrous Ingot, 1949 (15 cents).
13, Radio Receiving Sets, liarch (25 cents).
14, Consumption, Production and Inventories of Rubber, iarch (10 cents),
15, Summary of Canal Traffic, aApril (10 cents).
16, Operating Revenues, Expenscs and Statistics of Railways, Februecry (10 cents).
17. Carloadings on Canadian Reilways - Woeckly (10 conts).
18, Civil .yiation, January (15 conts).
19. Express Statistics, 1949 (15 cents).
20. Tho Tcbacco Industrios, 1943 (25 conts).
21, The Rubber Inlustry, 1948 (25 conts).
22, serated Waters Industry, 1948 (25 cunts).
23, Summery Bulletin of Stocks of Food Commoudities in Cold Storagos and
Other Warehousos, 1949 {25 cents).
Memoranda
1, Grain Statistics - Woukly (10 cents).
2. Iron Castings and Cast Iron Pipes and Fittings, March (10 conts),

Reference Papors

1.

Survey of Pensions and Welfare Plans in Industry, 1947 (75 conts).
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