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--- HIGHLIGHTS OF THIS ISSUE ---

EMPLOYMENT IN THE MAJOR NON-AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRI&S was slightly lower at the
beginning of March than a month earlier, whilc poyrolls edvancod. Both omploy-
nacnt end payrolls wero above last year's levels.

BENEFIT CLAIMS FIIED in local offices of the Unemployment Insurance Commission in
February numbered 109,709, slightly above last year's February total of 109,282,

CANADA'S TOTAL CIVILIAN LABOUR FORCEZ in March was 5,172,000, a rise of 64,000 over
a year earlier. Number of males increased 19,000 in the l2-monih period while
the female total rose 45,000,

- .

SHARP UPSWING IN RETAIL TRADE which reached notable proportions in January continued
in February when sales amounted to $672,000,000, a rise of 17 per cent compared
with february last year,

GOODS MOVED BRISKLY FROM WHOLESALE TO RETAIL OUTIETS in February, sales in the nine
lines of trade for which statistics are available rising 24 per cent over February
last year,

VALUE OF INVENTORIES HEID BY CANADIAN MANUFACTURERS rose to a higher level in January,
the Bureau's index number advancing to 150.5 from 147.4 in the preceding month and
134.,4 in the corresponding month last year.

RAILMAY OPERATING REVENUES AND EXPENSES climbed to ncw high levels in 1950 despite
the nine-day strike at the end of August last year. Operating ruvonucs rose to
v948,554,000 from $885,354,000, and expenses were slightly higher at $824, 240,000
compared with $822,704,000,

» - 3

CARLOADINGS ON CANADIAN RAILWAYS during the week ended April 21 amounted to 79,932
cars compared with 79,737 in the preceding weok and 71,925 a year ago.

. . .

e

CANADIAN PRODUCTION OF STHEL INGOTS reachod ( | -timo monthly peak total of 304,281
tons as compared with 287,719 in March las? 88 .

THERE'S A JOB TO BE DONE IN ‘51
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CIVILIAN LABOUR FORCE UP 64,000 Canade's total civilian labowr force was 64,000

greater in March this year than a yoar carlier,
according to tho quarterly survey by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics., The rise
was accompanied by important shifts between the agricultural and non-agricultural
sogments, the former declining 97,000, and the latter increasing 161,000, Number
of males in the labour force inereased 19,000 in the l2-month pariod, while the
female total rose 45,000,

The swrvey indicates a total labour force of 5,172,000 in Merch this year as
compered with 5,108,000 a yeer earlier. Males totalled 4,051,000 as compared with
4,032,000, and the females numbered 1,121,000 compared with 1,076,000, Total non-
institutional population, 14 years of age and over, increased to 9,800,000 from
7,679,000,

0T vhe totel lahowr forca, persons wita jobs awumbared 5,000,000 as ageinst
4,796,000 and persons without Jobs and seeking work totalled 172,000 as compared
#with 312,000, Since the number of persons with jobs increased at a higher rate
than the labour force as a whole, persons with jobs as a percontage of the labour
Ieren rose from 93.9 per cent for the week ending March 3 last year to 96,7 per cent.

Mo non-agricultural labour force at the beginning of March this year was
4,313,000 as compared with 4,157,000 a year ago, including 3,238,000 males as
compared with 3,121,000, and 1,080,000 females compared with 1,036,000, Total
agricultural labour force was 854,000 compared with 951,000, the males totel ling
£13,000 compared with 911,000, and the females 41,000 compared with 40,000,

The labour force in Ontario rose in the l2-month period tc 1,813,000 from
1,779,000, and in Quebec to 1,452,000 from 1,411,000, In the Frairie Provinces
the total fell slightly to 942,000 from 945,000, in the Maritines to 434,000
from 437,000, and British Columbia to 428,000 from 435,000, Newfoundland's total
ivereassd to 103,000 from 101,000, (1)

ANDUSTRIAL EMPLOYMENT AND  Employment .in the major non-asgricultural industries
FAYROLLS AT MARCH 1 was slightly lower at the boginning of March than a
month earlicr, while payrolls were slightly higher,
according to the Burecau's advance tabulation of monthly employment and payroll stat-
isties. DBoth employment and payrolls werc substantially higher than a year earlier.

The advence index number of employment, on the base 1939 equals 100, was 172,1
4t Merch 1, down fractionally from 172.3 at February 1, but nine per cent abave the
lovel of 157,9 at Merch 1 last year. The latest indox is a new high for March 1,
exceoding by 7.8 per cent the previous maximum of 159.6 at March 1, 1949,

“he payrolls index at the first of March stood at 353.3, an increase of 0.5
per cent from 351.4 at February 1 and of 17.6 per cont over 300,5 at March 1, 1950,
Avcrage woekly salaries and wages in the nine major industrial groups moved up to
#48,16 -- the highest on record -- as compared to $47.87 a month carlier and $44.61
at the first of March last year,

“he advance index of employment in manufectuwring was 186.2 at March 1, 0,9
y@r cent higher than at the first of February, 8.6 per cent highor than a year
sarlier, and the highest level reached in the postwar period. Weokly earnings
of those employed by the larger mnufacturing firms averaged #49,.57 as comparod
to $49.64 a month carlier and $45.55 at March 1, 1950. Aggregate amount cxpended
by manufacturers in weekly wages and salarios was 0.7 per cent greater than at
Pobroary 1, aud 18.1 yar cent above the disbursemonts a year carlicr. (2)
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CLAIMS FOR UTEMﬁLOYMLN INJURALCL Benefit claims filed in lo#al offices of the

-t

numbered 109,709, slightly above last year's
February total of 109,282, There were declines in Ontario, Manitoba and British
Columbia, tut gains in the other provinces, In February, 9,589,561 was paid for
3,898, 024 unemployed days as compared with $13,605,340 for 5,585,337 days a year
ago.

Claims filed in Quebec in February totalled 35,444 compared with 32,489 in
February last yeer, Ontario 25,999 compared with 32,744, and British Columbia
16,138 compared with 17,704. In Nova Scotia there were 6,488 claims against 6,122,
Manitoba 6,272 against 6,328, Alberta 6,147 against 5,729, New Rrunswick 4,579
against 4,207, Saskatchewan 4,072 against 3,192, Newfoundland 3,732 against 188,
and Prince Edward Island 838 against 579. (35

/

VALUE OF MANUFACTURERS! INVENTORIES Value of inventories held by Canadian manu-
AT HIGHER LEVEL IN JANUARY facturers rose to a higher level in January,
the Dominion Bureau of Statistics' indox,
on the base 1947=300, rising to 150.5 from 147.4 in the preceding month and 1354.4
in the corresponding month last year. There were increases over January last
year in all maia sub-groups. The index for consumer's goods advanced to 159.1
from 140,.5, capital g-ods to 117,7 from 110.7, producer's materials to 142,2 from
129.7, end construction materials to 170.4 from 145.7. (.,) .

WHOLESALE SAIES HICHER IN FEBRUARY Goods moved briskly from wholesale to retaill
outlets in February, sales in the nine lincs
~of trade for which statistics are available rising 24 per cent over a yocar earller,

Tho Februery index of dollar sales, on the base 1935-39=100, advanced to 303.1
" from 244.8 a year carlier.

Notwithstanding the rapid disposal of merchandise at the wholesale level in
February, inventorics wero maintained at a high mark. The general increase in
stocks of merchandise for the nine trades as comparod with a yeer ago was 20 per cent,

Autonotive ani hardwarc wholcsalers had sales increases over February, 1950 in
the vicinity of 50 per cont. At the same time, month-end inventories were 20 por
cent greator than in February a yecar aga.

Wholesalers of tobacco and confeetionery, and of fruits and vegotables had
comparatively modoerate sales gains. Tobgcco wholesalers' salos incroasced only eight
por cent bui theur  iaventory holdings were up 35 per cent in walue compered with
a year carlier, TFruit and vegetable wholesalers, their sales governed more strictly
by the availability of merchandisce, obtained only a four per cent gain in sales in
February., Stocks of fruit and vegotable wholesalers were down two per cent at the
ond of February this year compared with last. ()
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RETAIL SAIES CONTINUED The sharp upswing in Canada's retail trade which reached
UPWARD TREND IN FEBRUARY notable proportions in January, continued. in February
when sales amounted to 672,000,000, a rise of 17 per
cent compared with the February, 1950 total of w565, 000, OOO Sales for the first
two months of 1951 aggregated vl 343,000,000, an increasb of 19 per cent over the
same poriod of 1950, Indepcndcnt store sales accounted for y557 340,000 of this
year's February sales and chain stores for 114,200,000,

All 2] trades surveyod had sales gains in February, a roflection of the
general ly widespread increase in consumer spending. Contrary fo the trend of a
year ago, substantial consumsr commitments for durable goods dc not appear to have
boen made wholly at the expense of non-durable goods.

Besides a 47 per cent increaso in motor vehicle dcalers' sales, and a 23 per
cent gain in the sales of appliance and radio dealers, there were large advances
in most trades in the apparcl group. Shoc stores, family clothing stores, and
moen's clothing stores had sales gains of 19 per cent, 13 per cent, and 11 per cent,
respectively. Drug store sales werc 17 per cent higher -- the largest in many
nonths, and sales of food stores were up 13 per cent. Sales of lumber and building
material dealers rosce 21 per cent and hardwarc sales by 19 per cent.

All sections of the country rcported higher dollar sales volumes in February
than a year earlicer. A rise of 22 per cent in Alberta and Manitoba was the largest
among the provinces, followcd closely by a 19 por cont inerease in Ontario, Sask-
atchewan and British Columbia. Salcs in Quebec were up 14 per cent, while the
Maritimes shared to a lesser degrec in the large incroase in rotail tredo, sales
being six per cent higher. (6)

DEFARTHMENT STORE SALES 16 PER Department store salcs in Canada in February -- not
CENT HIGHER IN FEBRUARY including Newfoundland -- totalled $58,396,000, an

advance of 16 per cent over last year's Fobruary
figure of $50,234,000. Increased sales were rocorded in all provinces, ranging
from 12 per cent in the Maritimes and Ontario to 24 per cent in Saskatchewan.

All departments showed gains in sales volume in February as compared with a
year earlier, Salcs of ladies' apparel and accessories rose to 414,301,000 from
$12, 569,000, food and kindred products to §5,054,000 from {4,649, OOC home furnish-
ings to 4,341,000 from $3,663,000, and furniture to $4,082,000 from 93 687,000,
Sales of hardware and houeewargs increased to $3,852,000 from ¥3,083,000 a year
ago, major appliances to 43,122,000 from 42,013,000, lincns and domcstics to
¥2,779,000 from 42,261,000, picce goods to vz G4, 000 from $1,934,000, men's
furnlshings to 42,052, OOO from %1,846,000, and men's clothing to 92 007 000 from
+1,572,000.

Sales of toiletries, cosmetics and drugs totalled ¥1,602,000 against §1,413,-
000, smallwares §1,552,000 comparcd with g1, 447,000, sporting goods and luggage
ql 199,000 against 4995,000, radio and music ¢1,111,000 against $869,000, jewellery
$1,097,000 against »964,000, and boys' clothing and furnishings 1, 066 000 against
9908 000 Statlonery, books and megazine department sales amounted to {924,000

compared with 922,000, men's and boys' shoes 921,000 compared with b685,000

china and glesswares %718 000 compared with 9643.000 and photographic equipment
and supplies $177,000 compared with $145,000., (7)
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CHAIN STORE SALES AND Sales of six types of chain stores -- grocery, women's
STOCKS IN IFEBRUARY clothing, shoe, hardwars, drug and variety -- rose in

February over the same month last year. Stocks were higher
for each of the six chains except shoe stores.

The food store group had sales totalling %45,626,000, an increase of 25 per
cen over last year's February sales of $36,501,000, Sales of variety stores
amounted to 8,598,000 as compared with $7,838,000, a rise of 9.7 per cent,

Drug store sales advanced 13.2 per cent to %2,408,000 from $2,127,000 in
February, 1950, and sales of women's clothing stores rose 10.1 per cent to $2,159,-
000 fron $1,961,000., Shoe store sales amounted to +1,649,000 as against ¥1,433,000,
a gain of 15.1 per cent, and hardware store sales climbed 20,8 per cent to ¥896,000
from 742,000, (8)

SALES AND FINANCING OF MOTOR New motor vehicle sales and financing of sales of
VEHICLES HIGHER IN FEBRUARY new vehicles continued at a high level in February.

Sales in the month rose 44 per cent over a year
earlicr and the retail value advanced 67 per cent, while new vehicles financed
rose eight per cent in number and 17 per cent in value, according to theo Dominion
Burcau of Statistiecs,

There wore 43,080 new vehicles sold in February with a retail value of {100,-
032,497 as compared with 30,000 units sold for $59,802,993. New passenger car
sales in Fobruary numbered 33,199 units as against 23,729 a year earlier, and sales
of trucks and buses amounted to 9,881 compared with 6,271.

In February there were 8,730 new motor vehiclos financed to the extent of
913,144,521 as compared with 8,097 units financed for ¢11,193%,538. New passenger
cars financed rose slightly to 6,463 from 6,257, and commercial veaicles to
2,267 from 1,840,

Used vehicles financed in the month numbered 16,354 units at $11,477,580
as compared with 11,963 financed to the extent of 38,087,611 a year ago. Used
passenger cars finanocd rose to 13,625 from 10,008, and commercial vehicles
totalled 2,729 compared with 1,955 in the seme month last year. (9)

SECURITY PRICE INDEXES

Apr. 2, 1951 Apr. 19, 1951 Mar, 29, 1951
(1935-39=100)

Investors?! ¥rice Index

(1205 CommpMW-SBRIS ) wys & e st oo 166.4 166.5 160,5
82 Industrials .caveceses e 170.1 17018 1651
15 UG ISR | o aren. ore e b 159.4 160,2 155.1

B BalRah Iy . & e« o e 144.9 144 .4 L4548,

Mining Stock Price Index

(20 SRR e & . . it 95,8 96 .8 97 a2
ah Ghide 1D i v .ol N . R il 65.8 66,4 68.9
OrBase, MoballlB ... qdd ey, 164 .6 166.4 163179



May 5, 1951 D,B.5. WEEKLY BULLETIN Page 6

LANDINGS AND IANDED VAIUE Landings and landed value of sea fish in Canada -- not
OF SEA FISH IN MARCH including Newfoundland -- both were higher in March

this year than last., The catch of ©ll species rose
27.8 per cent to 30,143,000 pounds from 23,581,000, and the value to 31,614,000
from 1,142,000, or by 41.3 per cont.

Cumulative landings for the first three months of the ycar totalled 206,592,000
pounds, down 6.8 per cent from last year's catch of 221,661,000 pounds, but wore
16.3 per cont higher in value at v6,616,000 against ¢5, 689 OOO Large declines in
the catch of Pacific herring -- one of thu choapest specics -- were more than counter-
balanced by an increased catch of lobsters.

On the Atlantic coast both the catch and landed value were higher in March
and the first quarter than in the samec periods a year carlier. The montht's catch
increascd to 20,924,000 pounds from 18,929,000 in March last yoar, and the value to
¢l,344,000 from ¥931,000, In the throe—month priod, 57,644,000 pounds werc caught
with a value of $4,231,000 against 47,868,000 pounds at &3,335,000 in 1950,

Pacific coast landings of all spccies were sharply higher ia March, total ling
9,219,000 pounds valued at $270,000 as compared with 4,652,000 pounds at $199,000,
During tho three months cnding March, the cateh foll to 148 948 000 pounds from
173,793,000 a year ago, while the valus was slightly higher at v-,385,000 as
against 42,354,000, (10)

TOCKS OF BUTTER AND CHEESE  Stocks of croamery buttor in nine citics of Canada
on May 1 amounted to 4,215,000 pounds as compared
with 4,610,000 on April 1, and 20,009,000 on the corresponding datc last year,
Holdings of cheddar cheese totalled 8,900,000 pounds as against 11,486,000 on
April 1, and 22,85%,000 a ycar carlier.

Creamery butter stocks were as follows by cities on May 1, tctals for the
samc date last year being in brackets (thousands omitted): Quebec, 130 (251)
pounds; lontroal, 1,040 (2,595]); Toronto, 1,009 (5,007); Winnipeg, 471 (7,792);
Regina, 57 (595); Saskatoon, 143 (243); Edmonton, 647 (2,327); Calgary, 165 (567);
Vencouver, 553 (632), (Mem. 1)

SAIES OF FIUID MILK AND CREAM  Combined sales of fluid milk and crean rose one

per cont in February over the same month last
year. Sales were higher for all provinees except British Columbia, whare a decline
of two per cent was recorded. Gains ranged from one per cent in Qucbec, Manitoba
and Saskatchewan to sevon per cent in Prince idward Island., Sales in February
amounted to 329,519,000 pounds. (lMom. 2)

PRODUCTION OF EGGS IN MARCH Estimoted production of eggs in liarch amounted to
33,000,000 dozen as compred with 26,900,000 in

tho precoeding month, and 35,600,000 in March last yoar. The gair over February

resulted from tho sharp seasonal incrcase in average ¢gg production por hen.

The ostimate of egg production for the first three months of the year was 87,900, -

000 dozen as against 94,000,000 in the samo period of 1950. (Mem, 3)
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PRODUCTION AND EXPORTS OF Canadian production of wheat flour was higher again

WEAT FLOUR HIGHER IN MARCH in Merch, the month's output amounting to 2,192,753
barrels -- the highoest monthly total so far this

crop year -- us compared with 1,861,716 in March last year. During the first eight

months of the current crop year, 15,911,379 barrels were produced, an incroease of

13.4 per cent over the 14,030,000 barrels in the samo period of 1949-50,

Wheat flour exports in March amounted to 1,151,212 barrcls, sharply above
last year's corresponding total of 824,930 barrels., Cumulative exports for the
crop year, August-March, was 7,603,315 barrels as against 6,591,013 in the similar
period of the previous crop year.

The following quantities of coarsc grains were ground in March, totols for
March last ycar boing in brackets: feed wheat, 339,283 (145,354) bushels; oats,
1,429,696 (1,863,513); corn, 282,770 (289,635); barley, 407,540 (536,536); buck-
wheat, 2,511 (1,124); mixed grein, 1,977,786 (1,603,585). (Mem. 4)

STOCKS AND MARKETINGS OF Visible Supplies of Canadian wheat in store or in
TWHEAT AND COARSE GRAINS trensit in North America on April 19 amounted to 178, -

888,734 bushecls as comparcd with 181,177,446 a week
earlier, znd 129,130,775 in the corresponding week X st ycar. Deliveries of wheat
from farms in the Prairie Provinces during the week totalled 2,334,731 bushels as
comparod with 1,431,620 a yoar carlicr, bringing the cunulative total for the
crop year to date to 271,710,463 bushels as against 264,896,015 in 1949-50,

Ovorscas export clearances of wheat during the week ending April 19 amounted
to 2,610,587 bushels as against 2,081,856 in the samo wock lest year, and in the
cumulativo period totalled 97,938,662 bushels as compared with 113,510,047,

Tho following quantities of coarse grains were also delivered from farms in
the Prairie Frovinces during the week ending April 19, totals for the same weok
last year being in brackets: oats, 991,748 (33,377) bushels; barley, 608,892
(192,958); rye, 42,702 (55,882); flaxseved, 17,045 (4,752). (Mem. 5)

BIRTHS, MARRIAGES AND There were increases in births, marricges and decths
DEATHS HIGER IN JANUARY in January this yar as compared with the correspond-

ing month last year, according to figures released by
the Dominion Burecau of Statistics. The inerease in births was 1.5 por cent,
marriages 4.2 per cent, and deaths 4.1 per cent.

Births in the month numbered 27,118 as compared with 26,720 in January last
yeor, deaths 10,927 compared with 9,892, and marriagos 5,928 comparcd with 5,688, {11)

FROOUCTION OF STEEL INGOTS Canadisn production of stoel ingots reached an all-
AT NEW MONTHLY HIGH IN MARCH timec monthly peak total of 304,281 tons as compared

with 287,719 in March last year. Irevious high was
299,410 tons in January this ycer., The daily average output for March was 9,816
-- o new high for a month -~ ns compared with 9,281 o year earlier,

Cumulative mproduction for the first threc months of the year amounted to
874,913 net tons, six per cent above last year's corresponding total of 823,503
tons, Daily average output for the first quarter was 9,721 as ageinst 9,150 in the
similar period of 1950. (12)
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SHIFMENTS OF PRIMARY SHAFES Shipments of primary shapes by Camdian steel mills,
ﬂ 2Y CANADIAN STUEL MILLS exclugive of producers' interchange, totalled 274,600
! net tons in January as compared with 211,400 in the
—at corresponding month last year, a rise of almost 30 per cent. January shipments

includoed 7,600 tons of semi-finished shapes, 19,800 tons of structurals, 15,700
tons of plates, 24,800 tons of rails, 7,200 tons of tie plates and track material,
45,300 tons of hot rolled bars, 24,300 tons of pipes and tubes, 31,800 tons of wire
rods, 28,300 tons of black sheots, 8,400 tons of galvanized sheots, 9,400 tons of
castings and 44,200 tons of other rolled products. The amount of mroducers! inter-
change was 136,000 tons in January as against 92,100 in January last year. (13)

PRODUCTION OF REFINED PETROLE UM Canadian production of refined petroleum

PRODUCTS 17 PER CENT HIGHER IN JANUARY products increased 17 per cent in January
this year over the corresponding month

last yoar, while receipts of crude were six per cent higher. Incrcases were

recorded in the month's output of nspththa specielties, aviation gasoline, motor

gasoline, tractor fuel, kerosene, stove oil, and light and heavy fuel oil, while

& docline was shown in the production of diescl fuel.

In January output of all petroleum products totalled 8,670,693 barrels as
comparod with 7,324,561 a yoar ago. Crude oil received at the refineries in the
nonth amounted to 8,352,720 barre¢ls as against 6,329,459 in January last year.
Recelpts of crude from domestic sources rosc to 2,408,612 barrels from 1,778,846,
and reccipts of imported crude increased to 5,944,108 barrels trom 4,540,613,

Production of naphtha specialties rosc to 86,985 barrels from 80,797 in
Januery, 1950, aviation gasoline to 64,450 barrels from 11,124, motor gasoline
to 3,659,165 barrels from 3,320,331, tractor fuel to 8,129 barresls from 5,188,
kerosene to 83,508 barrels from 57,916, stove oil to 736,446 barrels from 379,467,
light fuel oil to 1,284,262 barrels from 908,191, and heavy fuel oil to 1,935,980
barrcls from 1,723,102, Output of diesel fuel was sharply lower at 283,708 barrels
as compared with 470,708,

Venezucla =and the United States accounted for the bulk of Canada's crude oil
imports in January, receipts from the former country rising to 2,787,298 barrels
from 1,951,351, and from the latter to 2,273,744 barrels from 1,953,574, Imports
from Arabia totalled 882,838 barrels against 635,688, and from Trinidad 228
barrels compared with nil., (14)

PRODUCTION OF COKL NINE Coke production moved up nime per sent in February
PrR CENT HIGHER IN FEBRUARY over the corresponding month last wear, amounting to
312,000 tons as compared with 286,000, For the two
months, January and Februery, the cumulative total was 654,000 tons as against
609,000 in tho similar period of 1950, a rise of seven por cent.

Supplies available for consumption in February -- productior, plus imports,
less exports -- rose to 340,000 tons from 270,000, and for the two months aggre-
gated 717,000 tons compared with 587,000,

Coke imports in Fubruery amounted to 40,000 tons compared with 24,000, and
the oxparts amounted to 12,500 tons against 39,900. (15)
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YRODUCTION OF MINSRAL WOOL lMarch production of mineral wool comprised 11,725,500

4 square feet of batts, 525,700 cubic feot of granulatod
{
)

wool, and 126,900 cubic feet of bulk or loose wool. Stocks of batts at the end of
Merch amounted to 3,406,600 square feet, granulated wool 409,100 cubic feet, and
bulk or loose wool 111,300 cubic feet. (Mem. 6

PRODUCTION AND SHIPMENTS OF Prodaotion and shipmonts of suwn lumber in British
SAWN LUMBER IN BRITISH COLUMBIA Columbia both were higher in February than in tho
same month last year. The month's output amounted

to 271,566 M feet as compared with 201,332 il in February last ycar, bringing the
cumilative tatal for the first two months of the year to 556,890 M feet, sharply

above last year's figure of 354,515 il feet. Shipments in February totalled 266,579 U
foot as against 202,091 M a year earlier, and in the cumulative period amounted to
536,120 M feot compared with 354,860 M. (16)

PRODUCTION AND SHIPMENTS OF GYPSUM  Production of gypsum wallboard in March amounted
WALLBOARD, LATH AND SHEATHING to 20,550,488 squaro fuet, lath 20,355,197 square
feet, and sheathing 967,889 square feet. During
the first throe months of the year 59,446,658 square feet of wallboard were produccd
62,680,524 square feet of lath, and 1,168,235 square feot of sheathing.

Shipments of wallboard totalled 21,803,197 square feet in March and 60,070,335
squoare feet in the three-month period; lath to 21,002,686 square feet and 62,432,283;
and sheathing to 838,800 squarc feet and 1,089,350, (Mom. 7)

RUBBER CONSUMPTION AND STOCKS Rubber consumption increased in Mebruary, and the

month-end stocks were down from o yoar ago.
Consumption was highor for naturel, synthetic cnd reelaim, and the inventories
moved up for reclaim but werc lower for natural and synthetic, Production of both
synthetic and reclaim advanced in the month,

Consumption of all types of rubber in February amounted to 8,051 tons as
compared with 6,390 a yoar carlier, and tho month-end stocks totalled 8,794 tons
against 10,959, Consumption of natural rubber amounted to 4,339 tons against
3,690, synthetic 2,225 tons comparod with 1,630, and reclaim 1,487 tons against
1,070. Domestie production of synthetic rubber totalled 4,726 tons against 4,345,
and reclaim amounted to 460 tons against 291.

Month-end stocks of natural rubber were 4,153 tons compared with 4,964,
synthetic 2,676 tons against 4,300, and reclaim 1,965 tons against 1,695, (17)

—

CARIOADINGS ON CallADIAN RAILWAYS  Carloadings on Canadian railways continued steady
during the week ending April 21, amounting to

79,932 cars as compared with 79,737 cars in tho preceding weck, but rose 8,007 cars

or 11 per cent over the samo weck last yoar. Loadings for the 16 weocks ending

April 21 aggregated 1,201,351 cars against 1,099,269 in the like pcriod of 1950. (Mem. 8)
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HAILWAY OFERATING REVENUES AND Railwey operating rovenucs end expenses climbed to
EIPLNSLS AT NEW PEAKS IN 1950 now high levels in 1950 despite tho nine-day
strike at the end -of August last year. Opesrating
revenues rosc to 948,534,000 from 885,354,000 in 1949, or by 7,1 per cont, and
expenses wore slightly higher at 824,240,000 compered with 822,704,000, The net
result was an operating income of $¥81,497,000 for 1950 as against $31,279,000 in
the preceding yecar.

Froight revenues for the year advanced 8.7 per coent or $60, 157,000 to
$761,839,000 =~ a now record -- while passenger fares fell 7.6 per coent or $6,388,~
000 from 1949 to 478,004,000, Mail pay, augmented by retroactive payments,
totalled vl4 089,000, a riso of v4,749,000, while express recceipts were up slightly
to v35,872, OOO

Oporating expensc items moved within a narrow range. Maintenance of ways and
structures declined $875,000 from 1949 to ¢161,212,000, while squipment maintenance
wes 188,024,000 or +3, 319 000 sbove the preceding year. Traffic oxpenses moved
up to 918 528 000 from $17,562,000, Transportation charges were $400,021,000,
down from the revised 1949 total of $402,669,000., Miscelleneous account was 4.8
por cent lower, while general expenses rose 3.6 per cent. (18)

—_—

HOTELS IN CallaDi IN 1949  Therc wero 5,847 hotels in Canada in 1949 with gross

receipts of $355,226,000, and with 155,512 rooms capable
of providing accommodation for 268,343 persons, according to a survey of theso
establishments by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. The number of hotels was
comparatively little changed from the 1941 Census total of 5,646, but receipts
increased 141 por cent from $147,488,000,

The 1949 figures include 4,799 hotels which operated on a ycar-round basis
and had receipts of 336,746, OOO as compared with 4,844 hotels with receipts of
9140 613,000 in 1941. Soasonal hotels numbered 1, 048 in 1949 ac ageinst 802,
and thelr receipts totalled $18,480,000 compered with +6,875,000 in 1941,

Ontario hotels in 1949 numbered 1,960 and their receipts totalled $140,191,000,
while the 1,582 hotols in Quebee had receipts of 72,967,000, There werc 618
hotels in British Columbia, 575 in Saskatchewan, 449 in Albertec, 279 in Manitoba,
173 in Nova Scotie, 138 in New Brunswick, 44 in Newfoundland, and 29 in Prince
Edward Island.

4 tabulation by volume of recoipts showed that 744 of the 3,612 liconsed
establishments had receipts in 1949 of more than $100,000 and accounted for 59 per
cont of receipts of all licensed hotels, Only 35 of tho 1,187 ncn-licensod
ostablishments fell within this upper size category and they obtained 38 per cent
of receipts of non-liconsed hotels,

One~-hundred and thirty-six hotels in Canada with more than 100 rooms each
obtained almost 25 por cent of total hotel receipts in 1949. On the other hand,
1,456 establishments included in the survey had 10 rooms or fower and these
accountod for about 10 per cent of gross rcceipts. Included in this "10-rooms-
or-fuwer'" class were 166 public houscs in Ontario.

By far the greatest number of hotels in Canada were opcrated as independent
csteblishments, Only 173 hotels belonged to multiple or chain organizations.
These multiple and chain establishments accounted for 11 per cent of all rooms
and took in 17 por cent of total receipts. (19)
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RELEASED DURING THE WEEK -~ (The numbers Jolow correspond with those at the end
of news items, indicating tho report on which an item is based).

Revorts and Bulletins

»

1, The Labour Force, Quarterly Survey, Weck Ended March 3, 1951 (25 cents).
2, Advanco Statement on Employment and Weekly Earnings at Mareh 1 (10 cents).
3. Statistical Report on the Operation of ths Unomployment Insurance ict,
Februnry (25 cents),
4, Inventories and Shipments by Manufac turing Industries, January (25 cents).
5. Wholesale Trade, February (10 cents),.
6. Retail February, February (25 cents),
7. Department Store Sales and Stocks, Febrwry (15 cents).
8. Chain Store Sales and Stocks, February (10 cents).
9. Sules of New liotor Vehicles and liotor Vehicle Financing, Fcbrucry (25 cents).
10. Canadian Fisheries Statistics, March (30 conts).
11, Births, Marriages and Deaths in Conade, Jonuary (10 cents).,
12, Stecl Ingots, March (10 cents),
13, Primary Iron and Steel, Janwry (25 cents).
14, Refined Petroleum Products, January (25 cems),
15, Coal and Coko Statistics, February (25 cents),
16. Production, Shipments and Stocks on Hand of Sawmills in British Columbia,
Fobruary (25 cents),
17. Consumption, Production and Inventorios of Rubber, February (25 cents).
18. Operating Hevenuos, Expenses and Statistics of Railways in Canada,
For the 12 Months Ended December 31, 1950 (10 cents),
19, Hotels, 1949 (25 conts).
20, Production, Shipments and Stocks on Hand of Sawmills in British Columbisa,
January (25 cents),
21. Laundrics, Dry Cleaners and Dyors, 1949 (25 cents),
22, Trade of Cancda: Lxports, February, 1951, and Two Months Ended February,
1951 -~ Dctailed Report -- (50 cents),
23, Refined Petroleum Products, 1950 (50 conts).
24, Employment cnd Payrolls, February (25 conts).

Memoranda

1. Stocks of Dairy and Poultry Products in Nine Cities, May 1 (10 cents).
2, Fluid Milk Sales, February (10 cents).

3. Poultry Estimates, March (10 cents),

4, Grain Milling Statistics, March (10 cents).

5. Grain Statistics Weckly ‘10 cents).

6. Mineral Wool, March (10 cents).

7. Gypsum Products, March (10 cents).

8. Carloadings on Canadian Railways - Weekly (10 cents).
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