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Consumer Price Index (CPI)
(1961=100)

The Consumer Price Index for Canada
rose 0.9% to 149.7 in June from 148 4 in
May, a greater-than-usual rise between
these two months as most major com-
ponents registered increases.

Main contributor to the June in-
crease:

Food, up 2.0%. Other increases were
recorded in, transportation, 0.9%;
housing, 0.5%; clothing, 0.4%:; recreation,
education and reading, 0.1%; and tobacco
and alcohol, 0.1%. The health and
personal care index remained unchanged
from its May level.

Over the year, June to June, the
All-I1tems Consumer Price Index advanced
8.1%.

During the 12 months, the following
index increases have been recorded:
® Food, up 16.7%; housing, 6.7%;

clothing, 5.2%; health and personal

care, 5.0%; recreation, education and
reading, 3.4%; tobacco and alcohol,

2.7%; transportation, 1 9%.

Since June 1972, the index for fresh
vegetables has climbed more than 51%,
and for fresh fruit 23%. Major increases
have boosted the price of eggs (up 61%),
poultry (26%), pork (22%) and beef
(21%).

For further information, order the June
1973 issue of Prices and Price Indexes (62-002,
404/84), or contact Mr. LH.D. Penpraze

(613-992.8275), Prices Division, Statistics
Canada, Ottawa K14 0V6.

Restaurant Sales Up

Restaurant receipts totalled $125.1
million in May, up 10.9% from the
corresponding month in 1972.

Sales were up in all provinces but
Newfoundland, with the following gains
recorded:
® British  Columbia, 15.8%; Prince

Edward Island, 14.0%; Saskatchewan,

13.7%; Ontario, 12.1%; Manitoba,

10.2%; Quebec, 9.8%; Alberta, 7.6%;

Nova Scotia, 6.1%; New Brunswick,

0.7%; Newfoundland, -5.7%.

For further information, order the May
1973 issue of Restaurant Statistics, (63-011,
104/81).

LATEST MONTHLY STATISTICS

Change
Previous  From
Latest Month Month  Year Ago
%
EMPLOYMENT, INCOME
Average Weekly Earnings . . . ........... April $158,76P 57.80P
Labour Income ($ million) .. ........... April 5,174p 315'08(5)‘) 132
Persons with Jobs ( millien) . ........... May .84 8.53 59
UFemplavedife . oall. . . . oL May 493,000 570,000 -10.7
FOREIGN TRADE
Exports ($million) . ................ May 2,237p 2,033 15.7
Imports ($ million) . ................ May 2,231p 1,813 232
INVENTORIES
Manufacturers Owned ($ milion) . . .. .. ... April 9,364P 9,377¢ 8.1
Wholesale (§ million) . ............... April 4,340 4,275 15.1
Department Store ($ million) . .......... April 1,035 973 159
ORDERS
Manufacturers’ New Orders ($ million) . ... .. April 5,312P 5,670  17.0
Manufacturers’ Unfilled Orders ($ million) . . . . April 5,948P S5,881T 19,0
PRICES
Consumer Price (Index 1961=100) ........ June 149.7 148.4 8.1
Industry Selling Price (Index 1961=100) . . ... May 139.2 138.0 9.9
Residential Building Construction
(Index 1971=100) . ...... oo May 121.7 121.4 12.0
Wholesale Price (Index 1935-39=100) ... ... May 356.3P 354.9P 6.6
SALES
Chain Store Sales ($ million) . . ... e T - April 1,145 1,151 12.6
Department Store Sales ($ million) ... .. ... April 313 301 133
Manufacturers’ Shipments ($ million) . . ... .. April 5,246P 5,503T 6.3
New Motor Vehicle Sales (§ million) ....... May 552 552 1.9
Retail Sales (S million) .. ............. April 3,063 3,064 12.6
Wholesale Sales ($million) . . .. ......... April 2,775 2,804 22.8
Statistics are not seasonally adjusted. p-preliminary, r-revised.
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Real Domestic Product (RDP)

Canada’s  real  domestic  product
(seasonally adjusted) advanced 0.4% in
April, following a gain of 0.3% in March.

The larger increases in April were in
mining, utilities, agriculture and trans-
portation. Mining output rose 2.2% with
iron, crude oil, natural gas and coal
mining sharply higher because of in-
creased exports

The modest increases in RDP for April
and March follow substantial gains in
February and January.

During the first quarter of 1973, real
domestic product advanced at a
seasonally adjusted annual rate of 13.2%,
significantly higher than the 5.3% rate
achieved for all of 1972.

For further information, order the April
1973 issue of Real Domestic Product (61-005,
20¢/82).

Employment, Earnings and Hours

Average weekly earnings in Canadian
industry rose to $158.76 in April, up
7.4% from $147.76 in April 1972.

First estimates show that regionally,
average weekly earnings at the industrial
composite level were highest in British
Columbia (§174.80), followed by Ontario
($165.43), Quebec ($151.06), the Prairie
Region ($150.88), and the Atlantic

Region ($135.37).

For further information, order the April
1973 issue of Employment, Earnings and Hours
(72-002, 40¢/84), or contact R. Ouellette
(613-992-5613), Labour Divivion, Stalistics
Canada, Ottawa, K14 OV 2.

THESE REPORTS SCHEDULED
FOR COMING TWO WEEKS
Chain Store Sales and Stocks, May

Consumer Credit, May

Department Store Sales and Stocks,
May

Inventories, Shipments and Orders
in Manufacturing Industries, May
Retail Trade, May

The Labour Force, June

Average Weekly Earnings
In Canadian Industry
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OUR FIRST I1SSUE
Information about Information

INFOMAT is a new service of Statistics
Canada.

Its purpose: to inform you on the
now, the new, and what’s to come in
Statistics Canada information products
and services. In short, information about
information.

INFOMAT won’t report in any depth
on any aspect of the large weekly flow of
Statistics Canada information (about 125
pages a day — 3,000 issues of publications
per year).

INFOMAT, rather, will skim the high-
lights from reports of wide interest. It
will draw your attention to first-time
reports from Statistics Canada, new serv-
ices, new surveys, new forms of informa-
tion. It will act as your guide to what has
been published (see listings, page 4).

We hope you will find INFOMAT a
useful addition to your information files.
We welcome suggestions for adding to our
maijling list. (Write to the Editor, Greg
Thomson, INFOMAT, Statistics Canada,
Ottawa K1A OT6).

New Residential Construction

Housing construction edged narrowly
downward in May, with 19,453 starts
recorded in Canadian centres of 10,000
population and over compared to 20,783
starts in May, 1972,

In the latest month, apartment units
accounted for 45.3% of starts, single-
family dwellings 41.6%, row housing
7.1% and doubles 6.0%.

For the first five months of 1973,
housing starts in centres of 10,000
population and over totalled 71,276, up
1.7% from 70,078 in the corresponding

period in 1972.

For further information, order the May
1973 issue of Housing Starts and Completions
(64-002, $3 per year, $3.60 outside Canada).

Index of Industrial Production

Canada’s industrial production index
moved ahead 0.2% in April, and stood
7.2% above the level of April, 1972.

The manufacturing  component
declined 0.3%, mining output rose 2.2%
and utilities grew by 1.0% in the latest
month.

The decline in manufacturing followed
seven consecutive monthly increases.
Manufacturing of non-durable products
was up 1.1%, but durable goods produc-

tion dropped 1.6%.

For further information, order the April
1973 issue of Indexes of Real Domestic
Product (61-005, 20¢/$2).

Motor Vehicle Sales

Retail sales of new motor vehicles in May
totalled 128,727 units (127,332 units in
May 1972) valued at $552.3 million
($512.0 million).

Sales of passenger cars manufactured
in Canada and the United States increased
10.3% to 88,908 units; those of overseas-
manufactured  automobiles  dropped
34.0% to 15,085 units.

The share of the Canadian passenger
car market held by overseas manu-
facturers declined to 14.5% in the latest
month, down from 22.1% a year earlier.

For the first five months of 1973, sales
of new motor vehicles reached 550,946
units valued at $2.36 billion. This re-
presents an increase of 24.9% in units and
33.4% in value over sales for the compara-

ble period in 1972.

For further information, order the May
1973 issue of New Motor Vehicle Sales
(63-007, 20¢/32), or contact Bob Wright
(613-992-7344), Merchandising and Services
Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa K14 OV6.
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FEATURE REPORT

Incomes, assets and indebtedness of
families in Canada, 1969.

(s latest in a series of periodic reports
on Canadian family incomes and finances
is based on data collected during the
1970 Survey of Consumer Finances.
Asset holdings and indebtedness of the
family units at the time of the survey are
reviewed in the feature, Incomes, assets
and indebtedness of families in Canada,
1969, just published.
Some of the highlights, with accompa-
nying charts:
® Significant shifts in distribution marked
by a gradual and continuous reduction
in the proportion of family units in the
lower income groups and an increase in
the proportion in higher income groups.
In 1969, some 26.7% of families re-
ported annual incomes of $10,000 or
more compared with only 3.1% in 1955
(Chart 1).
® Average total asset holding of all family
units in 1969 was $17,646. There were
large disparities among family units,
though, and about 62% of all families
and unattached individuals held less
than average assets while about 38%
held greater than average assets.

e Average net worth of all families and
unattached individuals amounted to
514,369 with greatest equity in the net
vilue of homes. Average net worth
varied with income, amounting to
about $33,900 for family units in the
%15,000-$24,999 bracket compared to
approximately $4,000 for the lowest-
income group (Chart 2).

For the full range of data and analysis,
owder: Incomes, assets and indebtedness

of funidies in Canacda, 1905 (13-547,32).

HOW TO ORDER
Statistics Canada Publications

Send initial order to:
INFOMAT
Information Division
Statistics Canada
Ottawa K 1A OT6

State:

Title of Report

Month, Quarter, or Year of issue
Catalogue Number

Please enclose money order or

cheque made payable to the order
of: Receiver-General of Canada.
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Railway Income Up

Net income of Canadian railways more
than doubled to $36.4 million in the first
four months of 1973, from $17.0 million
in the corresponding period in 1972,

Railway revenues increased 15.3% to
$664.2 million, with receipts from freight
haulage contributing 87.2% to the total;
expenses were up 123% to $627.8
million.

For further information, order the April
1973 issue of Railway Operating Statistics
(52-003, 204/$2), or contact L. E. Robbins
(613-992-0681), Transportation and Communi-
cations Division, Statistics Canada, K1A OVS.

Telephone Industry Statistics

Canadian telephone systems earned net
income (after taxes) of $245.9 million in
1972, up 13.8% from $216.0 million a
year earlier.

Average earnings of full-time em-
ployees rose to $9.313 from $8,456.
Total payments of salaries and wages
increased by 15% to $682.4 million in
1972, from $595.6 million in 1971.

For further information, order Telephone
Statistics — Preliminary Report on Large Tele-
phone Systems 1972 (56-202, 254).
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Price Price
per per
Cata- issue Cata- issue
logue year logue year
AGRICULTURE SERVICE BULLETINS
Grain Milling Statistics, May 1973 32-003 $1 Energy Statistics — Annual
Grain Trade of Canada, 1971-72 22-201 $1 Electric Power Survey of Capability
Index Numbers of Farm Prices of and Load 1972, Vol. 8, No. 39
Agricultural Products, May 1973 62-003 10¢/1 Coal and Coke Statistics, April
1973, Vol. 8, No. 43
Salicnt Crude Petroleum and Natural
Gas Statistics, March 1973, Vol. 8,
No. 44 57-002 $3
Fabricated Metal Products —
Builders and Shelf Hardware, May
CENSUS 1973, Vol. 2, No. § 41-009 $2
Agriculture, Quebec, 1971 Census 96-706 $4.50 Fish and Fish Products — Quebec,
Advance Release of Fish Landings
May 1973, Vol. 2, No. 50
Fish Freezings and Stocks, Quebec,
May 1973, Vol. 2, No. 45; Ontario
and Prairies, May 1973, Vol. 2, No.
46; Maritimes, May 1973, Vol. 2, No.
47; British Columbia, May9 1:?73' Vol.
EXTERNAL TRADE 2, No. 48; Canada, May 1973, Vol. 2,
Exports by mode of Transport, 1972 65-206 $2.50 No. 49 : 24-003 s1
Imports by Countries, January-March JuBber andikizigicRiProdusts
1"91.17’;" & DY ’ a5y 65-006 $1/$4 Industries — Revised shipments of
. ’ Plastic Pipes, Tubes, Rigid and
Summary of Foreign Trade, April 1973 65-001 10¢/$1 Semi-Rigid Tubing Etc. (Basic
Summary of Imports, April 1973 65-005 20¢/82 Shapes and Forms) by all Industries,
1971, Vol. 2, No. 4 47-002 51
Vinyl-asbestos Floor Tile — Floor
Tiles, May 1973, Vol. 1, No. 3 47-001 $1
MANUFACTURING AND MERCHANDISING AND SERVICES
PRIMARY INDUSTRIES Restaurant Statistics, May 1973 63-011 10¢/$1
Asbestos, May 1973 26-001 104/$1
Asphalt Roofing, May 1973 45-001 10¢/$1
Cordage and Twine industry, 1971 34-203 50¢ PRICES
Domestic Refrigerators and Freezers, Consumer Price Movements, June 1973 62-001 10¢/8 1
May 1973 43-001 10¢/81
Domestic Washing Machines and
Clothes Dryers, May 1973 43-002 10¢/81 PUBLIC FINANCE
Foundation Garment Industry, 1971 34-212 504 Federal Government Employment in
Gas Utilities, April 1973 55-002 20¢/$2 Metropolitan Areas, September 1972 72-205 50¢
Gypsum Products, May 1973 44-003 10¢/81
Interprovincial and Foreign Ship-
ments of Wooden Sash and Doors and
Other Selected Millwork, 1969 31-516 25¢
Mineral Wool, May 1973 44-004 10¢/%1
Miscellaneous Machinery and Equip-
ment Manufacturers, 1971 42-214 50¢ TRANSPORTATION AND
Monthly Production of Soft Drinks, COMMUNICATIONS
May 1973 32-001 10¢/81 Railway Operating Statistics,
Motor Vehicle Shipments, May 1973 42002 10¢/$1 April 1973 52-003 20¢/82
Pri 1 d Steel. April 1973 1-001 Railway Transport, Part VI,
timaty ligiind Sesl g 197 4 a0ea Employment Statistics, 1972 52212 50¢
Quarterly Shipments of Office '
Furniture Products, Quarter Ended Railway Transport, Part 1V,
March 31, 1973 35-006 25¢/81 ?;;iatms and Traffic Statistics,
Refined Petroleum Products, March L - S0 50¢
1973 45-004 304/$3 Eelephone I?tatls’t'i_csl —}rrelugmary
Rigid Insulating Board, May 1973 36-002 10¢/$1 1;5’;’" OISR CIERuanE. SRaiEms, 56.202 25¢
Salt, May 1973 26-009 104/81 Service Bulletin — Railway
Specified Chemicals, May 1973 46-002 10¢/81 Carloadings, May 1973, Vol. 3, No. 52-004 $1




