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l.atest indication for the business sector
(excluding housing) is spending of
$15.34 billion, up 5% from the earlier
forecast and 19% above last year's level.

Capital outlays for social purposes, as
estimated at mid-year, are almost un-
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Department Store Sales

Department store sales in June rose to

$358.5 million, an increase of 18.7G;

from $302.1 million in June 1972 All
provinges reported increases.

Sales were up in all departments with
the largest gains recorded in:

e plumbing, heating and building ma-
terials (45.96;);, lamps, pictures, mir-
rors and all other home furnishings
(38.19%); and major appliances (32.4%).
Inventories held (at selling price) in

June were valued at $992.6 million, up

13.9% from a year earlier.

For further information, order the June
1973 issue of Depariment Store Sales and
Stocks (63-002,20¢ :52), or contact R. Porvin
(613-992-9896). Merchandising and Ser-
vices Division, Statistics Canada, Otiawa,
KIA OV4.

Farm Cash Receipts

Farm cash receipts for the January-June
period of 1973 totalled an estimated
$2.83 billion. up 23.3% from $2.29 billion
a year earlier.

This estimate (preliminary) is for
farmers’ total cash receipts from farming
operations in all provinces except New-
foundland. Included are: cash receipts
from the sale of farm products; Canadian
Wheat Board participation payments on
previous years' grain crops; net cash
advances on farm-stored grains in
Western Canada; and supplementary
payments to dairy producers. (No de-
duction 1s made for the cost incurred
by farmers in the production of the
commoadities sold).

For furiher information, order 1the January-
June 1973 issue of Farm Cash Receipts (21-
n01,20¢ $2).

THESE REPORTS SCHEDULED
FOR COMING TWO WEEKS
Department Store Sales by
Regions, July

Employment, Earnings and Hours,
June

General Wholesale Price Indexes,
July

Housing Starts and Completions,
July

Industry Selling Price Index, July
New Motor Vehicle Sales, July
Wholesale Trade, June

Index Number of Farm Prices
of Agricultural Products
(1961=100)
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Index of Industrial Production

(1961=100)

The seasonally-adjusted index of in-
dustnial production moved to 214.6 in
June, up 1.16; from the month before,
and 9.8% higher than in June 1972.

In the latest month., the manufactur-
ing component of the index advanced
0.9% with growth distributed about
equally between durables and non-
durables. Increases in the output of auto-
mobile manufacturers and a number of
electrical products industries were main-
ly responsible for the gain in durables
manufacturing. In non-durables. pulp and
paper mills and industrial chemicals
registered the most significant advances.

Utilities’ output was up 3.9%; as both
electric power and gas distribution in-
creased strongly in June.

Mining production remained at the
May level.

For further information. order the June
1973 issue of Real Domestic Producr by
Industry (61-005,30c/33). or comact RW.
Collins  (613-992-9751),  Industry  Product
Division, Staiistics Canada, Onawa. K1 A OVe.

Building Permits

Building permits taken out in Canada in
June totalled $677.6 million, an increase
of 0.6% from $673.7 million in June 1972,

In the latest month, higher totals were
recorded for commercial permits at
$1559 million ($118.6 million a vear
earlier) and industrial permits at $73.1
million (8$51.4 million). Permits taken
out for residential construction dipped
to $402.5 million (5414.0 million in June
1972) and institutional and govern-
mental permits dropped to $46.0 million
($89.7 million).

Building permits taken out in the first
s1x months of 1973 totalled $3.68 billion,
up 21.4% from $3.03 billion in the first
half of 1972,

For further informaiion. order the June
1973 issue of Building Permits (64-001.30¢ $3).

Unemployment Insurance Claims

Benefit paid to claimants under the Un-
employment Insurance Act decreased to
$136 million in June, down 249 from $179
million in May. and 29 less than the $138
million disbursed in June 1972.

Initial and renewal claims for unem-
ployment insurance totalled 154,000 in
the latest month, a decrease of 26 from
the May total of 157,000 and 16% less
than the 182,000 received a year earlier.

The average weekly payment to claim-
ants dipped to $67.38 in June from the
previous month's average of $67.70, but
was 119 more than the year-earlier pay-
ment of $60.83.

For further information. order the June
1973 issue of Sratisiical Repori on the
Operation of the Unemployment Insurance
Act (73-001,20¢32). or contaci George
Fincham (613-992-7461), Labour  Division,
Statistics Canada, Otiawa KIA OV,

Farm Implement Sales, 1972

Sales of farm implements and equipment
(including repair parts) for 1972 were
valued at $508.2 million, up 26.19% from
the year before.

Sales of new machines increased 28.8%
to $420.2 million in 1972 from $326.2
million in 1971,

Sales of repair parts were up 14.4%,
to $87.9 million from $76.8 million.

Further informarion will be coniained in
Farm Implement and Equipment Sales. 1972
(63-203.50¢), and advance details may be
obtained from Merchandising and Services
Division (613-996-5844), Siatistics Canada,
Onawa KIA OV4,

Manufacturers’ New Orders
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Real Domestic !ruduct (RDP)

The Canadian economy, as measured by
Real Domestic Product, continued to
grow in the second quarter of 1973, but
at a slower pace following strong in-
creases in the previous two quarters.
RDP rose by 1.09% in the latest quarter,
comparced with 3.3% in the first quarter
of 1973 and 3.2¢; in the final quarter
of 1972,

Major features of the economy in the
second quarter included: rising food
prices and declining manufacturing and
sales of food products; some decrease in
production of consumer durable goods;
slight declines in several construction-
oriented industries; increased energy
consumption; and advances in mining
and paper production.

Production of most of the food manu-
facturing industries fell in the latest
quarter, as did the output of food stores.
Many of the production declines were
accompanied by rising prices at the ma-
nufacturing and consumer levels.

Motor vehicle production and sales
fell slightly but sull remained at high
levels. with production in the second
quarter 129 above year-earlier levels.
Output of major appliance manufac-
turers levelled off in the second quarter
following a strong first quarter.

Pulp and paper output increased gra-
dually through {972 and gained even
more momentum this year. Canadian
newsprint mills increased their utilization
of capacity dramatically from 1972,

For further informaiion, order the June
1973 issue of Indexes of Real Domestic Pro-
duct by Indusiry (61-005,30¢  33).

Telephone Industry Statistics

Canadian telephone systems earned net
operating revenue of $60.1 million in
June, an increase of 11.9% from the cor-
responding month in 1972,

In the latest month, operating revenue
of the 13 major telephone companies at
$171.} million was 10.7% higher than a
year carlier; operating expenses rose
10.1% to $110.9 million.

For the first six months of 1973, net
operating revenue totalled $342.1 million,
up 16.7% from the 1972 first-half. Oper-
ating revenue showed a gain of 13.5% to
$993.5 million; operating expenses were
11.8% higher at $651.4 million,

A 1otal of 10.8 million telephones were
reported in service at the end of June,
1973 (up 6.89% from a year earlier).
Residential  telephones accounted for
70.4¢; of total phones in service, business
telephones for 29.6%.

For further information, order Monthly
Telephone Siatistics (56-001.8]1 per year).

NEW PUBLICATIONS

Roads and Bridges

Statistics on general contractors en-
gaged primarily in road and bridge build-
ing have been compiled in a publication
to be available shortly.

For financial and operational data on
the industry, which includes 740 es-
tablishments across Canada with 1971
total revenue of $1.24 billion, order:
The Highway, Roads, Streei and Bridge
Contracting Indusiry, 1971 (64-206,50¢), or
contact G. Beauchamp, or Mrs. L. Hunion
(613-994-9795), Construction Division, Sia-
tistics Canada, Oqtawa K1 A OZ6.

Balance of Payments

A single publication describing Cana-
da’s international balance of payments
situation for 1971 and containing tables
spanning the years 1966-1971 is now
available.

Included in the publication are: special
features dealing with current and capital
account movements between Canada and
the United States associated with Ca-
nadian auto manufacturing; the recon-
ciliation for 1970 of Canada-United States

current account balance of payments
statistics.

Order: The Canadian Balance of Inter-
national Payments, 1971 (67-201.51.50).
Population By Language Most Often Spo-
ken At Home and By Official Language
This report presents final population
counts of the 1971 Census, showing a
distribution by language most often spo-
ken at home and by official language
(see accompanying chart).

Figures are shown for Canada, provin-
ces, census divisions, incorporated cities,
towns and villages of 10,000 and over,

as well as for census metropolitan areas,

Order: Population By Language Most Ofien
Spoken A1 Home And By Official Language
(92-759,50¢ ).
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Consumer Price Index for Regional
Cities

Consumer price indexes rose in all re-
gional cities (and city combinations)
studied in July, with increases ranging
from 0.5% in Edmonton-Calgary to 1.19%
in Montreal. Quebec City and Thunder
Bay.

Food indexes moved ahead in all
centres with St. John's (up 2.8%) show-
ing the largest increase for the month.

Housing and recreation and reading
indexes also advanced in all cities, and
the transportation component was higher
in all but one. The health and personal
care index declined in eight of the twelve
centres and the other components re-
gistered mixed movements.

Food indexes, aver the 12 months from
July 1972, climbed from 12.9% in Ed-
monton-Calgary (low) to 18.2¢; in St.
John's (high).

During the period, the greatest in-
creases in the cost of living were record-
ed in Ottawa and Quebec City (up 7.8%).

For further information, order the July 1973
issue of Prices and Price Indexes (62-002,
40¢/34), or contact | D.H Penpraze (613-
992-5805), Prices Division, Statistics Canada,
Otawa KiA OV6,

Telecommunications, 1972
Canadian telecommunications carriers
(cable and telegraph companies) reported
operating revenues of $163 million for
1972, an increase of $17 million from the
year before.

Operating expenses of $115 million in
the latest year were up $8 milhion from
1971,

Further information will be contained
in Telecommunications Stagistics, 1972 (56-
201.50¢), or contact P.T. Crosby (613-996-
9274). Transporiaiion and Communications
Division, Siatisiics Canada. Onawa, K14 OVS.
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