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Change Ceneral Wholesale Index 
(1935-39 100) 
The general wholesale price index 
reached 375.2 in July, up 2.3% from 
June, and 21.9% higher than the July 
1972 level. 

In the latest month, seen of the eight 
major group indexes moved up while 
one declined. 

The animal products group index rose 
4.1% in July on higher prices for live-
stock, fresh and cured meats, leather, 
boots and shoes, hides and skins and 
eggs. Increased prices for grains, milled 
cereal foods, vegetable oils and their 
products, livestock and poultry feeds, 
potatoes and rubber and its products 
pushed the vegetable products group 
index up 3.7%. 

Higher prices for tin, silver, copper 
and solder brought a rise of 3.6% in the 
non-ferrous metals group index. 

Textile products moved 2.1% higher 
and the chemical products group index 
advanced 2.0%. 

Over the year, July to July, the fol-
lowing advances were recorded by the 
major group indexes: 

Vegetable products, 44.7%; Non-fer-
rous metals, 26.6%; Animal products, 
20.8%; Textile products, 19.2%; Wood 
products, 17.1%; Iron products, 10.4%; 
Non-metallic minerals, 7.1%;  Chemi-
cal products, 6.2%. 

For further informal ion, order the Juh' 
1973 issue of Prices and Price Indexes (62-
002,40- / $4). 

Franchised Food-Serving Businesses 
Franchised food-serving businesses had 
estimated 1971 sales of $203.5 million, 
and accounted for approximately 16% of 
Canada's total estimated restaurant 
sales for that year. 

This data was obtained from a 1971 
pilot survey of the food-serving industry. 

For further information, order the pub-
lication Franchising in Canada's Food-Serv-
ing Industry, 1971 (63-522,50e'). or contact 
E. Yablonski ('613-992-3754), Merchandising 
and Services Divisionc Statistics Canada, 
Ottawa K/A 0V4. 

LATEST MONTHLY STATISTICS 

CONSTRUCTION 
Building Permits (S million) ............... 
Housrng Starts-urban centres (units) ........ 

EMPI.OYMENT, INCOME 
Average Weekly Earnings ................. 
Labour Income (5 million) ................ 
Persons with Jobs (million) ............... 
Unemployed ............................ 

ENERGY 
Electricity Generation (billion k.w.h.) ....... 
Gas Utilities' Sales (billion cu.ft.) .......... 
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1n terms of wheat equivalent 
Source: The Wheat Review 422005l 

From 
Previous Year Ago 

Latest Month Month % 
June 677.6p 844.3 0.6 
July 22,417 20,946 14.2 

June $162.04p 5l59.07p 8.7 
June 5.441p 5,300r 12.0 
July 9.23 9.11 4.6 
July 461.000 503.000 -15.1 

June 	 20.4 	21.0 	11.4 
June 	 80.7 	95.4 	20.3 

2,127 	40.4 
1,981 	32.4 

9,410r 	9.6 
4,353 	16.5 
1,079 	13.9 

5,798r 	15.6 
6,142r 	23.2 

	

149.7 	7.7 

	

141.Or 	12.0 

	

121.7 	12.2 

	

366.8r 	21.9 

	

1,246 	14.7 

	

337 	18.7 

	

5,638r 	15.5 

	

552 	21.6 

	

3,306 	11.8 

	

3,135 	18.7 
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FOREIGN TRADE 
Exports ($ million) 	....................... J u ly 2,042p 
Imports (S million) 	....................... July 1,882p 

INVENTORIES 
Manufacturers' Owned (S million) .......... June 9,454p 
Wholesale ($ million) 	..................... June 4,400 
Department Store ($ million) 	.............. June 993 

ORDERS 
Manufacturers' New Orders ($ million) June 5,750p 
Manufacturers' Unfilled Orders ($ million) June 6,203p 

PRICES 
Consumer Price (Index 1961=100) .......... July  151.0 
Industry Selling Price (Index 1961= 100) July 142.7 
Residential Building Construction 

(Index 	1971r100) 	...................... June 122.9 
Wholesale Price (Index I93539 100) 	....... July 375.2p 

SALES 
Chain Store Sales ($ million) 	.............. June 1,304 
Department Store Sales ($ million) 	......... June 359 
Manufacturers' Shipments (S million) ....... June 5,6891' 
New Motor Vehicle Sales (S million) 	....... June 550 
Retail Sales (S million) 	................... June 3,343 
Wholesale Sales (S million) 	................ June 2,952 

Statistics are not seasonally adjusted, p-preliminary r-revised 

Million Busuwus 	 Exports of Canadian Wheat 
600 - 	 (and wheat flour) 

968-69 	969-70 	1970-71 	971-72 	972-73 



Farm Equipment Sales 
Sales of farm implements and equipment 
for the first six months of 1973 totalled 
$202.9 million, up 16.1% from the first 
half of 1972. 

Gains were reported in all regions ex-
cept Quebec and British Columbia with 
the following percentage increases re-
corded: 
• I he Atlantic Provinces, 45.2%; Ma- 

litoba, 40.0%; Alberta, 22.8%; Sa-
skatchewan, 14.4%; Ontario, 14.41'/1 ( ,; 

Quebec, -3.8%; British Columbia, 47%. 
Sales of repair parts increased 27.9% 

to S51.2 million in the January-June 
period of this year. 

1'urfurt her information, order the Januan' / - 
n Jue 30,1973 issue of Farm Implement and 

Equipment Sales 63-00Q.1 a tear). 

Corporate I.inks 
1 he ownership links that tie together 
many corporations operating in Canada 
ate often complex. 

All major corporations are required by 
federal law to report on their business 
operations and Statistics Canada has 
compiled a definitive reference work, 
Inter-corporate Ownership, that shows 
the 'family tree' of virtually every bu-
siriesS with assets of more than $250,000. 

Copies of the 1,053-page volume 
based on 1969 information, setting out 
all the ownership links and showing 

hether the business is controlled in 
Canada or abroad, are still available. 
Price is $10.50. 

Order: Inter-corporate Ownership ('61-
5 12) from Publications Distribution, Sta-
tistics Canada, Ottawa K/A 0T6. 
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THESE REPORTS SCHEDULED 
FOR COMING TWO WEEKS 

Chain Store Sales and Stocks, 
July 

Consumer Price Movements, 
August 

Department Store Sales and Stocks, 
July 

New Motor Vehicle Sales, July 

Retail Trade, July 

The Labour Force, August 

Industry Selling Price Index: 
Manufacturing 
(/96/s/DO) 

The industry selling price index for ma-
nufacturing advanced to 142.7 in July, 
up 1.2% from June, and 12.0% higher 
than in July 1972. 

In the latest month, the most notable 
increases occurred in the foods and 
beverages group, particularly in the 
slaughtering and meat-packing industries 
(up 4.0%),  and feed manufacturers (up 
7.1%). 

Increases were also recorded in the 
primary metals group, largely reflecting 
higher prices in smelting and refining 
industries. Price increases registered in 
the pulp and paper mills industry were 
mainly responsible for advances in the 
paper and allied products group. 

Over the year, July to July, the largest 
price advances were shown by the fol-
lowing component group indexes: 
• Wood industries, up 22.2%; Foods and 

beverages industries, 19.9%; Primary 
metal industries, 18.3%; Leather in-
dustries, 13.2%. 

For further information, order the July 
1973 issue of Prices and Price Indexes 
(62-002,40.1 $4). 

New Residential Construction 
Housing contruction was higher in July, 
with 22,417 starts recorded in Canadian 
centres of 10,000 population and over 
compared to 19,635 starts in July 1972. 

In the latest month, apartment units 
accounted for 47.1% of starts, single-
family dwellings 38.1%, row housing 9.9% 
and doubles 4.9%. 

For the first seven months of 1973, 
housing starts in centres of 10,000 po-
pulation and over totalled 114,639, up 
2.7% from 111,616 in the corresponding 
period in 1972. 

For further information, order the July 
1973 issue of Housing Starts and Com-
pletions (64-002,$3 a year. $3.60 outside 
('anada). 

Prelimwjy Statement of 
Canadian T'e, 
July 1973 
Canada's imports in July at $1.88 bil- 
lion were 32.4% higher than a year earlier. 

Approximately three-fourths of the 
overall increase of $461 million in the 
latest month was attributable to imports 
from the United States, with automotive 
and related products (up $125 million), 
industrial machinery ($37 million) and 
food ($30 million) showing the largest 
increases. 

Purchases of crude petroleum from 
overseas countries rose $30 million, and 
other smaller increases took place in im-
ports of food, industrial machinery, com-
munication equipment and apparel. 

Cumulatively, Canadian imports rose 
$2.53 billion (23.8%) to $13.20 billion 
in the first seven months of 1973. 

Purchases from the United States 
accounted for some 80% of the increase, 
with imports from this country reaching 
$9.41 billion. The rise was concentrated 
in automotive and related products, but 
important increases were also recorded 
in food, steel materials, machinery, trac-
tors, aircraft and communication equip-
ment. 

Imports from overseas countries were 
significantly higher for food, petroleum, 
machinery, communication equipment 
and apparel, but purchases of passenger 
automobiles declined almost $40 million 
in the January-July period of this year. 

For further information, order the Julj 
1973 issues of Summary of Exports (65-002. 
20e / $2), and Summary of Imports (65-005, 
20.'/ $2). 
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Total Wage Package 
(Annual Cost in Dollars per Employee) 

Transportation, Communication 
and Other Utilities 
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FEATURE REPORT 
Labour Costs in Canada 
Transportation, Communication 
and Other Utilities, 1970 
The Labour Costs Survey is designed to 
meet the need for information regarding 
the composition of the total wage pack-
age and, in particular, to measure the 
significance of those items which are 
often referred to as "fringe benefits". The 
results of the survey may be useful to 
those involved in collective bargaining, 
and will also be of value in improving the 
estimates of labour income and in the 
development of better productivity 
measures. 

Some of the highlights of this 1971 
survey covering the "transportation, com-
munication and other utilities" industry 
as charted here: 
• The survey found that In 1970 the 

average total cost per employee to 
employers in this industry was $8,523, 
of which $7,831 represented direct 
payments to employees, and the re-
maining $692 represented employer 
payments to employee welfare and 
benefit plans. Highest cost per em-
ployee ($9,505), was recorded for flight 
crews and operating employees in trans-
portation; lowest ($7,269) for wage. 
earners (non-operating) in the same 
sector (chart). 

• Basic or straight-time pay for regular 
work averaged $6,593 per employee in 
this industry in 1970. Payment for 
overtime and holiday work, premium 
pay component, shift work and other 
brought total pay for time worked to 
an average of $6,984. In addition, the 
average employee in the industry re-
ceived $778 during the year as pay for 
time not worked - holidays, vacation, 
sick leave, and personal and other leave 
(chart). 
For the full range of data and analysis, order 

Labour Costs in Canada, Transportation. Com-
munication and Other Utilities, 1970 (72-611. 
$1.50). now availabk 

Murder Statistics, 1972 
Figures show that 478 persons were 
murdered in 1972. This was an increase 
of 52 from the 1971 total but the Blue-
bird Cafe fire in Montreal accounted 
for 37 of the victims in the latest year. 

Three policemen and one custodial 
officer were among the 1972 victims 
compared to three policemen in 1971. 
The murder rate per 100.000 population 
increased to 2.19 in 1972 from 1.96 
in 1971. 

For further information, order Murder 
Statistics 1972 (85-209, 75e), or contact 
Ms. T. B1eszpnski (613-994-5553). Judicial 
Division. Statistics Canada, Ottawa K! 4 0Z5. 
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The Mechanical Contracting Industry 
1971 
Results of the 1971 Census of the Me-
chanical Contracting Industry show that 
the 4,631 reporting establishments clas-
sified to this construction sub-industry 
group had net billings of $1.26 billion. 

Mechanical establishments classified 
to residential construction reported net 
billings for new and repair work of $384.6 
million (8% of total contract residential 
work in 1971). In the non-residential 
sector, the reported mechanical net 
billings of $872.5 million represented 
22.1% of total contract work. 

An improved profit position for the 
industry is indicated by both a substantial 
increase in the profit ratio and a de-
crease in losses for the year. 

Cheques Cashed in 
Clearing Centres 
The value of cheques cashed in clearing 
centres in June totalled $113.6 billion, 
up 22.5% from a year earlier. 

Of the 50 centres, forty-four showed a 
higher value of cheques cashed in the 
latest month. Payments in Toronto rose 
by 32.8%; Winnipeg 23.1%; Vancouver 
22.8% and Montreal 10.4%. 

For the first six months of 1973, 
the value of cheques cashed in clearing 
centres was 22.4% above year-earlier 
levels. Cheques cashed in Ontario were 
32.8% higher, British Columbia 23.9%, 
the Prairie Provinces 19.9%, the Atlantic 
Provinces 12.2% and Quebec 11.2%. 
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For further information, order The Me- 	For further information, order the June 
chanical Contracting Industry, 1971 (64-204, 	1973 issue of Cheques Cashed in Clearing 
75e) now available. 	 Centres (61-001,20e / $2). 
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AGRICULTURE SERVICE BULLETINS 
Fluid Milk Sales, June 1973 23-002 $1 Energy Statistics - Coal 

Production, July 1973; Electric 
and Gas Meter Registrations, 1972; 
Salient Crude Petroleum and Natural 
Gas Statistics, April 1973,Vol. 8, 

BUSINESS FINANCE No 54; Electric Energy Statistics, 
Cheques Cashed in clearing June 1973, Vol. 8, No. 55; Refinery 
Centres, June 1973 61-001 20/$2 Production in Canada of Selected 

Petroleum Products, June 1973, 
Vol. 8, No. 56; Coal and Coke 
Statistics, June 1973, Vol. 8, No. 57 57-002 	$3 
Fabricated Metal Products - 
Builders and Shelf Hardware, 

EXTERNAL TRADE June 1973, Vol. 2, No.6 41-009 	$2 
Summary of Exports, June 1973 65-002 20I$2 Fish and Fish Products - 

Ontario and Prairies, 
Fish Freezings and Stocks, 
Vol. 2, No. 64; Advance Release 
of Fish Landings, Newfoundland, 
July 1973, Vol. 2, No. 62; 
British Columbia, July 1973, 

HEALTh AND WELFARE Vol. 2, No. 63; Maritimes, 
Hospital Statistics, Volume VII July 1973, Vol. 2, No. 65; 

Quebec, July 1973, Vol. 2, No. 67 24-003 	$1 Hospital Indicators, 1971 83-216 $1.50 Selected Dairy By-Products - 
Production and Inventory of 
Instant Dry Skim Milk Powder,July 1973 
Vol. 2, No. 13; Production and 
Inventory of Process Cheese, July 

MANUFACTURING AND PRIMARY 1973, Vol.2, No. 14 32-024 	$1 INDUSTRIES Tobacco and Tobacco Products - 
Abrasives Manufacturers, 1971 44-202 504 Production and Disposition of 
Automobile Fabric Accessories Tobacco Products, July 1973 
Industry, 1971 34-222 500 Vol. 2, No. 9 32-022 	$1 
Bread and Other Bakery Products, Vinyl-asbestos Floor Tile - 
Quarter ended June 30, 1973 32-015 2501 Floor Tiles, July 1973 
Breweries, June 1973 32-019 l/$1 Vol. 1, No. 5 47-001 	$1 
Concrete Products, June 1973 44-002 1001 
Fisheries Statistics Prince MERCHANDISING AND SERVICES Edward Island, 1972 24-203 500 Department Store Sales and Footwear Statistics, June 1973 33-002 20/$2 Stocks, June 1973 63-002 	20/$2 Hardboard, July 1973 36-001 10/$1 Farm Implement and Equipment 
Hardware, Tool and Cutlery Sales, January 1 to June 30, 1973 63-009 	$1 Manufacturers, 1971 41-208 504 Sales Financing, June 1973 63-013 	204/$2 Manufacturers of Miscellaneous 
Electrical Products, 1971 43-210 50 
Manufacturers of Soap and TRANSPORTATION AND 
Cleaning Compounds, 1971 46-2 14 500 COMMUNICATIONS 
Miscellaneous Food Preparations, Railway Transport, Part III, 
Quarter Ended June 30, 1973 32-018 25/$l Equipment, Track and Fuel 
Monthly Production of Soft Statistics, 1972 52-209 	50 
Drinks, July 1973 32-001 101$1 
Monthly Review of Canadian SERVICE BULLETINS  
Fisheries Statistics, June 1973 24-002 3NI$3 Aviation Statistics Centre - 
Primary Iron and Steel, June 1973 41-001 301$3 Canada-USA Scheduled Air 
Scientific and Professional Passenger Origin & Destination, 

1971-72, Vol. 5, No. 26 51-004 	$3 Equipment Industries, 1971 47-206 500 Railway Transport - Shipments of Prepared Stock Railway Carloadings, July 1973, and Poultry Feeds, June 1973 32.004 20/$2 Vol. 3, No. 11 52-004 	$1 
Specified Domestic Electrical Road Transport - Motor Appliances, June 1973 43-003 101S1 Carriers - Freight Quarterly, 
Veneer and Plywood Mills, 1971 35-206 500 1972, Vol. 3, No. 8 53-006 	$2 
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