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The Labour Force

The seasonally-adjusted unemployment
rate for Canada declined to 5.4 in
October from 5.8 a month earlier. It was
5.6 in October 1973.

The rate decreased last month in all
provinces except British Columbia, where
it increased by 0.2. Provincial unemploy-
ment rates for October, with September
in brackets: Newfoundland, 15.0 (16.8);
New Brunswick, 9.0 (9.1); Nova Scotia,
7.0 (7.3); Quebec, 6.9 (7.3); British
Columbia, 6.7 (6.5); Ontario, 4.2 (4.5);
Saskatchewan, 2.7 (3.1); Manitoba, 2.6
(3.1); and Alberta, 2.2 (2.4).

Seasonally  adjusted, employment
showed a rise of 29,000 in October after
declining the month before. Increases
occurred for women 25 years of age and
over (up 28,000) and for persons 14 to
24 (up 13,000), but employment among
men 25 and over dropped by 19,000.

On an actual basis, the number of
persons employed increased to 9.27
million in October from 9.22 million in
September and 8.88 million in October
1973.

The actual unemployment total was
430,000, or 4.4% of the 9.70 million in
the labour force last month.

For further information, order the October
1974 issue of The Labour Force (71-001,
55¢/85.50).

Motor Vehicle Production
Canadian production of motor vehicles in
September totalled 114,151 units, a de-
crease of 6.2% from a year earlier.
Passenger car production dropped
5.7% to 87,915 units and production of
commercial vehicles fell 7.8% to 26,236
units.
Motor vehicle production for the first
nine months of 1974 totalled 1,139,937

units, down 3.5% from January-
September 1973,
For  further information, order the

September 1974 issue of Motor Vehicle Ship-
ments (42-002, 15¢/$1.50).

LATEST MONTHLY STATISTICS Change From
Previous Year Ago
Latest Month Month %
EMPLOYMENT, INCOME
Average Weekly Earnings($) .. .......... Aug. 180.14P 178.63P 12.2
Labour Income (§ million) ............. Aug. 6,351P 6,262P 19.0
Persons with Jobs (million) . . .. ......... Oct. 9.27 9.22 44
UnempiDyed ™ se Sy TR L 00 F ke . L . Oct. 430,000 431,000 0.2
INVENTORIES
Department Store (§ million) .. ......... Aug. 1,358 1,298 37.1
Manufacturers’ Owned ($ million) . . . . .. ... Aug. 13,040P 12,7111 30.5
Wholesale ($ million) . ............... Aug. 5,719 5614 34.0
ORDERS
Manufacturers’ New Orders ($ million) ... ... Aug. 6,658 6,689 24.2
Manufacturers’ Unfilled Orders ($ million) . . Aug, 9,852P 9,626F 46.7
PRICES
Consumer Price Index (1961=100) ...... .. Sept 170.6 169.6 10.9
Industry Selling Price Index (1961=100) ... .. Aug. 175.7 173.1F 18.8
Wholesale Price Index (1935-39=100) ... ... Aug. 469.3 462.71 16.5
CONSTRUCTION Year-to-date
Building Permits ($ million) ... ....... .. Aug. 856.7 6,322 14.5
Housing Starts — Urban Centres (units) . . . . . . Sept. 13,628 135,596 -12.0
ENERGY
Electricity Generation (billion Kwh.) . . ... .. Sept. 21.0 205.9 7.1
Gas Utilities® Sales (billioncu. ft.) . ... ... .. July 729 805.4 9.1
Petroleum Refining (million barrels) .. ... .. Aug,. 52.3 43288) . 7.1
FOREIGN TRADE
Exports ($million) ................. Sept. 2,653 23,172 28.0
Imports ($million) .. ............... Sept. 2,602 22,661 35.6
PRODUCTION
Motor Vehicles (thousand units) . . .. ... ... Sept. 114.2 1,139.9 3.5
Steel (ingots — thousandtons) . . ... ... ... Sept. 1,211 10,887 0.5
SALES
Department Store Sales ($ million) ... ... .. Sept. 423 3,337 189
Manutacturers’ Shipments ($ million) . . ... .. Aug, 6,4331 50,941 21.7
New Motor Vehicle Sales (§ million) .. ..... Sept. 408 4,646 14.8
Retail Sajes ($million) . .. ............ Aug. 3,714 27,893 15.5
Wholesale Sales ($ million) . . .. ......... Aug. 3,640 28,554 298
Statistics are not seasonally adjusted. P - preliminary. T . revised.
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Housing Starts

New residential construction declined in
September with housing starts in Cana-
dian centres of 10,000 population and
over showing a 31.4% drop to 13,628
units from 19,879 a year earlier.

Housing starts recorded in the latest
month, with September 1973 starts in
brackets: Ontario, 5,245 (9,112);
Quebec, 3,704 (4,188); British Columbia,
2,100 (2,291); Alberta, 1,046 (1,418);
Saskatchewan, 514 (369); Nova Scotia,
346 (492); Manitoba, 299 (1,096); New
Brunswick, 225 (465); Newfoundland,
137 (428); and Prince Edward Island, 12
(20).

For the first nine months of 1974,
housing starts in urban centres totalled
135,596 units, down 12.0% from
January-September 1973.

For further information, order the Septem-

ber 1974 issue of Housing Starts and Comple-
tions (64-002, 40¢/$4).

Crude Petroleum

and Natural Gas Production

Crude petroleum production for July
amounted to 1.82 million barrels per day,
down 7.7% from a year earlier.

Natural gas production averaged 8.50
billion cubic feet per day in the latest
month, a decrease of 0.8% from July
) 7RI

For further information, order the July
1474 issue of Crude Petroleum and Natural Gas
Production (26-006, 30¢/53).
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Canada’s Foreign Trade

with the European Economic Community
Canadian exports to the nine countries of
the EEC rose to $2.54 billion in the first
eight months of 1974, up 36% from
$1.86 billion in January-August 1973.
Imports grew at a lesser 18% rate to
$1.95 billion in the latest period, increas-
ing Canada’s surplus to $585 million from
$215 million. Trade with the United
Kingdom contributed $510 million to
this surplus.

Allowing for price change, almost all
gains were nominal.

Shipments of wheat, the leading ex-
port commodity, totalled $291 million in
the first eight months of 1974, up 124%
in value but only 14% in volume over the
corresponding period in 1973, with the
United Kingdom and ltaly as the major
customers. Sales of wood pulp, mainly to
Germany and the United Kingdom, ad-
vanced 56% in value to $268 million, but
this largely reflected higher prices. Ship-
ments of copper were valued at $233
million, nickel at $130 million and zinc at
$100 million. Again, prices increases ac-
counted for most of the gains in copper
and zinc. In contrast, shipments of soft-
wood lumber, mainly to Britain, jumped
113% to $135 million, and were ac-
companied by only moderate price rises.

Leading imports in the latest period
were transportation equipment at $280
million and industrial machinery at $247
million, although little or no growth was
shown over the first eight months of
1973. Strong gains were recorded for
fabricated iron and steel products, up
84% to $144 million, and chemicals, up
46% to $145 million, with West Germany
and the United Kingdom the major sup-
pliers.

Residential Building Construction

Input Price Index

(1971=100)

The residential building construction
input price index for Canada decreased
0.8% in September to 136.7 from 137.0
in August, but stood 8.8% above the
September 1973 level of 125.6.

Prices of building materials used in
residential construction rose 8.1% over
the twelve months from September 1973;
labour costs moved up 10.4%.

During this period, residential building
construction input price indexes ad-
vanced in all regions, with increases as
follows:
® Atlantic Provinces, 11.6%; Prairie

Provinces, 11.2%; British Columbia,

10.1%; Ontario, 8.1; Quebec, 7.5%.

For further information, order Construction
Price Statistics Service Bulletin (62-006, $4.20
a year). or contact L. J. Seary (613-996-2565),

Prices Division, Statistics Canada, QOttawa
K14 0VS.
Iron Ore Shipments

Canadian mines shipped 4.46 million tons
of iron ore in September, down 13.7%
from a year earlier.

Output for the first nine months of
1974 totalled 35.84 million tons com-
pared with 37.48 million tons shipped in
January-September 1973.

For further information, order the Sep-
tember 1974 issue of Iron Ore (26-005,
15¢/81.50), or contact Art Symons (613-
992.0491), Manufacturing and Primary Indus-

tries.  Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa
K14 0V6.
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Ownership and Control of Capital
Employed in Non-Financial Industries

In 1971, for the second year in succes-
sion, Canadian-controlled capital declined
as a proportion of all long-term invest-
nient in the petroleum and natural gas
industry, while Canadian-owned invest-
ment increased. At the end of the year,
Canadians owned 41% and controlled
23% of total long-term capital employed,
compared with corresponding ratios of
37% and 26% in 1969. Almost two-thirds
of net new long-term capital invested in
this industry in 1971 was sourced in
Canada.

In manufacturing, foreign-controlled
enterprises reduced their share of total
capital employed in 1971 by three per-
centage points, to 587% of the total
Foreign-owned investment remained un-
changed at 53%.

Canadian-owned investment as a
proportion of total long-term capital
employed in Canada in non-financial
enterprises rose in 1971 to 66%, some 1%
higher than at the end of 1970. Capital
invested by both Canadians and non-
residents in Canadian-controlled firms
remained steady at 64% of total long-
term capital investment in all non-
financial industries.

Further information will be contained in
Canada’s International Investment Position
(67-202, $2.80), or contact R.N. Purdue

(613-996-2545), Balance of Payments Division,
Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A 078,
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Campus Book Stores, 1973-74

Retail sales of camnpus book stores rose to
$50.0 million in 1973-74, up 13.2% from
the previous year. Text books accounted
for 67% of total sales, trade books
11% and stationery and supplies 15%.

For further information, order Campus
Book Stores, 1973-74 (62-219, 70¢), or contact
Michael Kwilecki (613-996-9278). Merchan-
dising and Services Division, Statistics Canada,
Ottawa K14 0V 4.
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Advertising Agencies, 1973
Advertising agencies reported gross bill-
ings of $586.2 million in 1973, an in-
crease of 9.5% over the 1972 figure of
$535.1 million. Gross revenue rose 12.6%,
to $103.7 million from $92.1 mitlion.
Salaries and wages totalling $59.6 mil-
lion were paid in 1973 to the industry’s
4,866 employees.
For further information, order Advertising
Agencies, 1973 (63.201, 704), or contact E,
Yabhlonski (613-996-9301), Commercial Serv-

ices Section, Merchandising and Services Divi-
sion, Statistics Canada, Ottawa K14 0V 4,

Electric Power Statistics

Net generation rose 6.6% in September to
21.0 billion kilowatt hours from 19.7
billion kwh. a year earlier.

Net generation was up in ten regions in
the latest month but decreased in New
Brunswick (- 28.5%) and Saskatchewan
{- 8.2%). The largest increases were re-
corded in Newfoundland (36.6%) and
Manitoba (23.0%).

Hydro generation increased 11.6%;
thermal production dropped 4.6%.

For  further information, order the
September 1974 issue of Electric Power Sta-
tistics (57-001, 304/$3), or Energy Statistics
Service Bulletin (57-002, $4.20 a year), or
contact lan Cavanagh {613-992-402!), Manu-

Jacturing and Primary Industries Division, Sta-
tistics Canada, Ottawa K14 0V6,
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