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Employment, Eamings and Hours
Average weekly earnings in Canadian
industry at $165.67 in November were up

7% from $153.86 a year earlier.

First estimates show that average
weekly earnings (by industry division)
were highest in construction ($234.39),
fallowed by mining ($219.10), forestry
{$207.97), transportation, com-
munication and other utilities ($185.46),
manufacturing ($172.65), finance, insur-
ance and real estate ($157.96), trade
{$129.13), and service ($117.83).

Average weekly eamings were highest
in British Columbia ($185.19), followed
by Ontario ($169.98), Alberta ($166.21),

Quebec ($159.10), Newfoundland
($157.45), Saskatchewan ($148.82),
Manitoba ($148.69), Nova Scotia

($142.30), New Brunswick ($139.62) and
I’rince Edward Island (§114.36).

Hourly earnings in November averaged
$5.99 tn construction, $4.93 in mining
and $3.94 in manufacturing.

Far further information, order the November
J9 7Y lssue of !;‘mphn*mmt, Eamings and Hours
(F2.002, 40¢/84). or contact R. Ouellette
{2153.992.5613), Labour Division, Statistics
Canada, Ottawa KI1A 0V2.

Merchandise Trade Balance

(Canada’s merchandise trade surplus in-
greased by $478 million to $1.87 billion
it 1973 from $1.4 billion a year earlier.

Nevertheless, the surplus was still sig-
nificantly lower than the surpluses of $2.2
pillion and $2.9 billion recorded in 1971
and 1970.

The year 1973 was characterized by
substantial improvements in bilateral
trade balances: $880 million with Japan,
5206 million with the United Kingdom
and the Commonwealth group of coun-
tries; and $150 million with the original
gix member countries of the European
Economic Cotmmunity.

However, Canada’s surplus with the
United States dropped by $460 million,
while the surplus with “other countries”
fell by $90 million.

Canada’s deficit with Latin America
widened by nearly $210 million in 1973,
partly because of sharply-rising oil costs.

LATEST MONTHLY STATISTICS Change From
Previous Year Ago
Latest Month Month %

EMPLOYMENT, INCOME

Average Weekly Earnings($) ................ Nov, 165.67P 164.79P 1.7

Labour Income (S million) ................. Nov, 5,573p 5,590P 12:5

Persons with Jobs (million) ................. Dec, 8.79 8.K3 5.3

UnemploRNEEra e R R Y S e e Dec. 512,000 468,000 -123
ENERGY

Electricity Generation (billion k.w.h,)......... Nov. 238 21.6 7.6

Gas Utilities’ Sales (billioncu. ft.} ............ Nov, 113.5 92.0 5.6
INVENTORIES

Manufacturers’ Owned ($ million) ,........... Nov. 10,217p 10,075F 15.1

Wholesale (S million) . . .................... Nov, 4,383 4,307 15.1

Department Store ($ million) ............... Nov. 1,217 1,12@ 18.2
ORDERS

Manufacturers’ New Orders ($ million) ........ Nov 6,2547 6,4101 22.0

Manufacturers’ Unfilled Orders ($ million) . .. .. Nov 7.353pP 7.178" 42.6
PRICES

Consumer Price (Index 1961=100) ........... Dec. 156.4 155.5 9.1

Industry Selling Price (Index 1961=100)....... Dec. ISIE7 150.2r 15.9

Residential Building Construction

ndex IBTIZM00F . .. .. b o vooneoe s o e Dec. 127.9 127.0 10.8

Wholesale Price (Index 1935-39=100) ......... Dec. 412.0P  408.9f 25
CONSTRUCTION Year to date

Building Permits ($ million) ................ Nov 751.5pP 7,890 31.0

Housing Starts-urban centres (units) ,......... Nov. 18,079 194,288 =
FOREIGN TRADE

BRPTMS (SR wx. . .« oot o o dee e e Dec. 2,162p 25:170 254

IRpontEGumilBBM s . ..o . 7. T T e Dec. 1,966P 23,296 248
SALES

Chain Siore Sales ($ million) .. .............. Nov. 1,477 13,204 147

Department Store Sales ($ million) . .......... Nowv. 484 3,651 154

Manufacturers’ Shipmenis ($ million) .. ..... .. Nov. 6,076P 59702 17.8

New Motor Vehicle Sales ($ million) .......... Nov, 457 5,024 256

Retail Sales(Smillion) .................... Nov, 3,601 34,157 127

Wholesale Sales ($ million) ................. Nov, 3,140 31,210 20.7

Statistics are not seasonally adjusted, P - preliminary.
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Department Store Sales

Department store sales in December
showed an increase of 19.2% from the
corresponding month in 1972.

Sales were up in all regions in the latest
month, with the following percentage
gains recorded:
® Atlantic Provinces, 23.0%; British

Columbia, 22.8%; Ontario, 20.2%;

Saskatchewan, 20.0%; Quebec, 16.7%;

Alberta, 15.2%; Manitoba, 14.8%,

For further information, order the December

1973 issue of Department Store Sales by
Regions (63-004, $1 a year).

Residential Building Construction

Input Price Index

(1971=100j

The residential building construction
input price index for Canada moved up to
127.9 in December, up 0.7% from the
month before, and 10.8% higher than in
December 1972.

Over the twelve months, December to
December, prices of building materials
used in residential construction rose
11.6%; labour costs increased 9.2%.

During this period, residential building
construction  input  price  indexes
advanced in all regions, with the
following increases recorded:
® Atlantic Provinces, 14.0%; Prairie

Provinces, 11.2%; Ontario, 11.0%;

Quebec, 9.9%; British Columbia, 9.2%.

For further information, order the December
1973 issue of Prices and Price Indexes (62-002,
40¢/84), or contact P. Du Bnile,

(613-996-2565), Prices Division, Statistics
Canada, Ottawwa K14 OVS.
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THESE REPORTS SCHEDULED
FOR COMING TWO WEEKS

Building Permits, December

Consumer Price Movements, Jan-
uary

Housing Starts and Completions,
December

New  Motor
December

Retail Trade, December
The Labour Force, January

Vehicles  Sales,

Industry Selling Price Index:
Manufacturing

(1961=100)

The industry selling price index for man-
ufacturing rose to 151.7 in December, up
1.0% from November and 15.9% higher
than in December 1972,

Sixty-eight of the 103 industry in-
dexes included in the total index advanc-
ed in the latest month, seven declined and
28 were unchanged.

Price increases in petroleum refining
were mainly responsible for a 4.9% rise in
the petroleum and coal group in Decem-
ber. Chemical and chemical products in-
dustries moved up 3.0%, reflecting higher
prices in the industrial chemicals group,
and in plastics and synthetic resins.

Over the twelve months from Decem-
ber 1972, the largest price advances were
shown by the following component group
indexes:
® Petroleum and coal products industries,

31.4%; Textile industries, 24.3%; Food
and beverage industries, 23.6%; Primary
metal industries, 20.1%; Paper and al-
lied industries, 19.3%.

For further information, order the Decem-

ber 1973 issue of Prices and Price Indexes
(62-002, 404/34).

0il Pipe Line Transport
Canadian oil pipe lines received 2.92
million barrels per day of crude oi,
condensate, pentanes plus and refined
petroleum products in October, an
increase of 8.6% from a year earlier.
Domestic oils were up 9.5% to 2.46
million B/D in the latest month; imported
oils increased 4.2% to .46 million B/D.
For further information, order the October
1973 issue of Oil Pipe Line Transport (55-001,
204/82), or contact Ian  Cavanagh
(613-992-4021), Manufacturing and Primary
Industries Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa
K14 0V6.

Summary of Exports
Canadian exports rose by $5.1 billion
(25.4%) to a record $25.2 billion in 1973.

Exports increased to all trading areas,
with the United States accounting for
$3.1 billion (61%) of the overall increase.

More than half of the total advance in
exports to the United States was attribut-
able to a small group of commodities,
including automotive and related pro-
ducts (up $645 million), crude petroleum
(up $475 million), lumber (up $265
million), pulp (up $145 million) and
newsprint (up $135 million).

Similarly, a few commodities account-
ed for more than half of the $2 billion
gain in exports to other countries: nickel
ore and metal (up $350 million), wheat
(up $285 million), fumber (up $157
million), oil seeds (up $155 million) and
pulp (up $90 million). :

With about 14% of the export growth
in 1973 represented by higher average
prices, the increase in the volume of
exports was approximately 10%, similar
to the growth recorded the previous year.

Shipments to the United States ac-
counted for 67.8% of Canada’s total 1973
exports (down from 69.4% in 1972).
Export shares expanded from 4.8% to
7.1% for Japan; for other areas, changes
were far more moderate.

Unadjusted December exports at
$2.16 billion were some $400 million
(22.9%) higher than in December 1972,

For further information, order the Decem-
ber 1973 issue of Summary of Exports (65-002,
204/82).
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Summary of Imports

Canadian imports reached a record $23.3
billion in 1973, up 24.8% from $18.7
billion in 1972.

Purchases of $16.5 billion from the
United States accounted for 70.7% of all
imports in 1973 (69.0% a year eatlier),
Leading the $3.6 billion expansion of
imports from that country were automo-
tive and related products (up $1,190
million), aircraft and parts (up $220
million), food (up $205 million), and
fabricated steel materials (up $100 mil-
lion).

Crude petroleum (up $260 million),
food (up $200 million) and communi-
cation equipment (up $55 million) con-
tributed to the increase from overseas
countries.

Since 9% of the import growth in
1973 was attributable to higher average
prices (3.5% in 1972), the increase in the
volume of imports was only of the same
order as in the preceding year (16%).

Unadjusted December imports of
$1.97 billion were $451 million (29.7%)
higher than a year earlier. Imports in-
creased from all areas, except the United
Kingdom.

The United States accounted for 64%
of the December rse, with the more
notable increases recorded in: aircraft (up
$37 million), fabricated steel materials
(up $19 million), industdal machinery
(up $17 million) and food (up $17
million), Crude petroleum (up $52 mil-
lion) and food (up $36 million) led the
rise in imports from overseas sources.

For further information, order the Decem-

ber 1973 issue of Summary of Imports (65-005,
20¢/32).

Non-Residential Building Construction
Input Price Index

(1961=100)

The non-residential building construction
input price index for Canada‘advanced to
208.3 in December, up 1.1% from the
previous month and 9.8% higher than in
December 1972,

The materials component of the total
index has risen [3.6% over the twelve
months since December 1972; the labour
component is up 6.9%.

Under the materials grouping, electrical
equipment prices have climbed 20.4%
during this period, steel and metal work

16.6%, lumber and Ilumber products
15.2%, plumbing, heating and other
equipment 11.6%, concrete products

9.0% and other products 1 1.4%.

For further information, order the December
1973 issue of Prices and Price Indexes {62-002,
404/84), or contact P. Du  Bnile,
(613-996-2565), Prices Division, Statistics
Canada, Ottawa K14 0V5.

HOW TO ORDER
Statistics Canada Publications

Send initial order to:

Publications Distribution,
Room, 1106, Main Building,
Statistics Canada,

Ottawa K1A OT6.

State:

Title of Report
Month, Quarter, or Year of issue
Catalogue Number

Please enclose money order or
cheque made payable to the order

of: Receiver-General for Canada.

Labour Income

Total labour income was estimated at
$5.57 billion in November, up 12.5%
from $4.95 billion a year earlier.

Seasonally adjusted, the November
estimate of $5.55 billion showed an
increase of 1.0% from the previous
month. Wages and salaries in the goods-
producing industries advanced by 1.6%;
those in the service-producing industries
moved up 0.6%.

For further information, order the Novem-
ber 1973 issue of Estimates of Labour Income
(72-005, 30¢/33), or contact Mrs. G. Gauthier
(613-995-8067), Labour Division, Statistics
Canada, Ottawa K14 0V2.

General Wholesale Price Index
(1935-39=100)

The general wholesale price index rose to
412.0 in Decemiber, up 0.8% from 408.9
(revised) in November and 25.5% higher
than in December 1972,

Five of the eight major group indexes
moved higher in the latest ‘month, three
declined.

The vegetable products group index
increased 2.2% in December on higher
prices for sugar and its products, vege-
table oil products, livestock and poultry
feeds, rubber and its products, canned
vegetables and fruits and miscellaneous
products. The chemical products group
index also advanced 2.2%, with price
increases for fertilizer materials and paint
and paint materials.

The iron products group moved up
1.5% on price increases for scrap iron and
steel, hardware and rolling mill products.
Indexes for non-metallic minerals and
textile products each rose 1.3%.

Over the twelve months from Decem-
ber 1972, the following advances were
recorded by the major group indexes:
® Vegetable products, 50.8%; Textile pro-

ducts, 38.3%; Non-ferrous metals,
30.0%; Animal products, 22.3%; Non-
metallic mineials, 18.1%; [ron products,

12.8%; Chemical products, 11.5%;

Wood products, 10.5%.

For further information, order the Decem-
ber 1973 issue of Prices and Price Indexes
(62-002, 404/34).
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