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Inventories, Shipments and Orders 
in Manufacturing Industries 
Manufact urers' seasonally-adjusted new 
orders for February were estimated at 
$6.48 billion, down 0.1% from the pre-
vious month's level. New orders for non-
durable goods rose 2.4%: durable goods 
new orders dropped 2.8%. 

The backlog of unfilled orders was 
estimated at $8.25 billion in February, up 
1.1% from a month earlier. 

Total inventory owned, seasonally ad-
justed, was 2.4% higher at $1 1.20 billion. 

The seasonally-adjusted ratio of total 
inventory owned - to shipments at 1.75 
in February, and the finished products - 
to shipments ratio at 0.58 were un-
changed from the previous month. 

Manufacturers' shipments in the latest 
month (seasonally adjusted) were esti-
mated at $6.39 billion, an increase of 
2.0% from the January level. 

Not adjusted for seasonal variation, 
manufacturers' shipments in February in-
creased 2.1% from a month earlier to 
reach $5.96 billion. Shipments for the 
first two months of 1974 totalled $1 1.80 
billion, up 22.9% from the corresponding 
period in 1973. 

For further information, order the February 
1974 issue of Inventories, Shipments and 
Orders in Manufacturing Industries (31-001, 
4004). or contact H.D. Wightman 
(613-996- 7008), Manufacturing and Primary 
Industries Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa 
K/A 0V6. 

Retail Chain Stores 
Sales of retail chain stores climbed to 
$10,164.4 million in 1972 from $9,007.0 
million the previous year. The maximum 
number of retail chain outlets in opera-
tion rose to 17,303 in 1972 from 16,351 
in 1971. 

The chain store section's share of the 
total retail market was approximately 
30.0% of the total retail sales market in 
1972, up from 29.4% in 1971. Grocery 
and combination stores accounted for 
43.4% of the total chain market, down 
slightly from 44.0% in 1971, 

For further information, order the 1972 
issue of Retail Chain S/vies (63210, 70/j. 

LATEST MONTHLY STATISTICS Change Irom 
Previous Year Ago 

Latest Month Month 
EMPLOYMENT, INCOME 

Average Weekly Earnings ($) 	............ Feb. 169.00P 166.78P 8,0 
Labour Income (S mion) 	.............. eb. 5645P 5,590P 12.0 
Persons with Jobs (million) ............. Mar. 8.73 8.67 4.1 
Unemployed 	..................... Mar. 599,000 635,000 - 1.5 

INVENTORIES 
Department Store ($ million) 	........... Feb. 1,107 967 22.9 
Manufacturers' Owned ($ million) ......... 1"eb. 11,312P 10,983r 20.7 
Wholesale ($ million) ................ Feb. 5,014 4,756 19.6 

ORDERS 
Manufacturers' New Orders (S million) ....... eb. 6,084P 6,157r 21.7 
Manufacturers' UnfiLled Orders (S million) . . . Feb. 8,257P 8,133 44.3 

PRICES 
Consumer Price Index (1961= 100) 	........ Mar. 160.8 159.2 10.4 
Industry Selling Price Index (1961=100) 	..... Feb. 158.9 156.81  18.1 
Residential Building Construction 

Index (1971=100) 	................. Mar. 131.4 129.6 1  10.0 
Wholesale Puce Index (1935-39=100) 	...... Feb. 434.8 427.91 26.3 

CONSTRUCTION Year to date 
Building Permits ($ mfflion) 	............ Jan. 428,013  428 16.3 
housing Starts - Urban Centres (units) ...... Feb. 9,029 22,535 12.3 

ENERGY 
Electricity Generation (billion Kwh.) 	....... Feb. 23.7 50.8 10.9 
Gas Utilities' Sales (billion cu. ft.) 	......... Feb. 141.6 295.6 12.8 
Petroleum Refining (miII.ion barrels) 	....... Feb. 52.3 108.4 9.3 

FOREIGN TRADE 
Exports (S million) 	................. Mar. 2,396P 6.836 21.9 
Imports (S million) 	................. Mar. 2,443P 6,739 28,4 

SALES 
Department Store Sales (S million) 	........ Feb. 278 572 19.9 
Manufacturers' Shipments (S million) ....... Feb. 5,961P 11,802 22.9 
New Motor Vehicle Sales (5 million) 	....... Feb. 424 829 20.3 
Retail Sales (S million) 	............... Feb. 2,900 5.897 33.5 
Wholesale Sales (5 million) 	.............. :eb 3,014 5.883 30,8 

Statistics are not seasonally adjusted. P - preliminary. revised. 
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Summary of Exports 
Canadian exports in March at $2.40 
billion were up 23.3% from $1.94 billion 
a year earlier. 

Shipments to the United States rose 
18.9% to $1.65 billion. Exports of crude 
petroleum (including the export tax) in-
creased by $163 million to a total of 
$276 million, petroleum products rose 
$22 million and shipments of pulp were 
up $34 million. On the other hand, 
reflecting the sharp cutback in motor 
vehicle production and the decline in 
residential construction in the U.S., ex-
ports of automotive engines and vehicle 
parts moved down some $50 million and 
lumber deliveries were $28 million lower. 

Overseas exports increased 34.3% to 
$744.9 million with shipments to Japan 
up by 43.0% and sales to the original six 
countries of the European Common Mar-
ket up by 52.3%. Exports of wheat 
overseas were up $67 million, including 
higher shipments to Japan and China. 

On a seasonally-adjusted basis, March 
exports increased 6.4% from the previous 
month's level to reach $2.56 billion. 

For further informal ion, order the Morel, 
1974 issue of Summary of Exports (65.002, 
30ç1/$3). 

Prison Population 
The inmate population dropped to 
20,136 in 1972, about 6% less than a year 
earlier. 

For further information, order the 1972 
issue of Correctional Institution Statistics 
(85-20 7, $1.05). 

THESE REPORTS SCHEDULED 
FOR COMING TWO WEEKS 

Consumer Price Movements, April 
Consumer Credit, March 
General Wholesale Price Index, 
March 
New Motor Vehicle Sales, March 
Retail Trade, March 
The Labour Force, April 

Non-Residential Building Construction 
Input Price Index 
(1961=100) 

The non-residential building construction 
input price index for Canada advanced to 
215.5 in March, an increase of 1.8% from 
the previous month's level and up 12.6% 
from a year earlier. 

The materials component of the total 
index rose 17.3% over the twelve months 
from March 1973; the labour element 
moved up 8.7%. 

Under the materials grouping, prices of 
steel and metal work used in non-residen-
tial construction climbed 29.8% during 
this period, electrical equipment 23.3%, 
plumbing, heating and other equipment 
14.5%, concrete products 13.3%, lumber 
and lumber products 2.8% and other 
products 17.5%. 

For further information, order Construction 
Price Statistics Service Bulletin (62-006. $4.20 
a year). or contact P. Du Brüle (6 /3-996.2565). 
Prices Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa 
K/A OVS. 

Summary of Imports 
Canadian imports rose to Si!linn in 
March, up $573 million ( of io rn a 
year earlier. 

Purchases from the UivicLI Siates ad-
vanced 28.6% to $1.73 billion with the 
most notable increases registered for au-
tomotive and related products (up $33 
million), aircraft (up $15 million) and 
computers and parts (up $1 1.5 million). 

Imports from other countries in-
creased 35.7% to $717.4 million. Crude 
petroleum purchases rose to $198.7 mil-
lion from $72.5 million a year earlier, and 
represented some two-thirds of the rise in 
the import bill from overseas countries. 

Seasonally adjusted, imports in March 
reached $2.60 billion, up 6.4% from the 
February level. 

For further information, order the March 
1974 issue of Summary of Imports (65.005, 
30/$3). 

Railway Freight Traffic, 
Fourth Quarter 1973 
Railways operating in Canada carried a 
total of 71.7 million tons of revenue 
freight during the fourth quarter of 1973, 
7.9% from the corresponding period in 
1972. 

In the latest quarter, crude materials 
registered an increase of 15.3% to 37.6 
million tons, due mainly to increased 
loadings of iron ore. Fabricated materials, 
boosted by a 55.7% gain in potash ship-
ments, rose 74% to 18.4 million tons. 

For further information, order Railway 
Freight Traffic, Fourth Quarter 1973 (52-002. 
$I.05/$4.20), or eon fact J.R. Slattery 
(613-996-9276). Transportation and Cornmuni-
cat ions Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa 
K/A 0V5. 
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Fur Production 
The value of pelts produced in the 
1972-73 fur season was $46.7 million, up 
43% from $32.7 million for the previous 
year. 

Pelts from wild animals numbered 2.9 
million and were valued at $29.9 million 
compared to 3.1 million pelts worth 
$18.0 million in 1971-72. Ranch-raised 
animals provided 1.0 million pelts worth 
$16.7 million in 1972-73 compared to 
1.2 million pelts worth $14.7 million in 
the previous year. 

For further information, order the 1972-73 
issue of Fur Production (23.207, 701). 
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Quarterly Estimates of Income and Expenditures 
of Trusteed Pension Plans, 

1970 	 1971 	 1972 	 913 

Source: Oua'tr'Iy Survey 00 trusleed Penuon Pl.ns (74001) 
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Railway Operating Statistics 
CariL 	•i\ major railways reported a 
coIlIH 	Lilcit of $1.7 million in 
Fehi 	in contrast to a net income of 
$7.7 unilion recorded in February 1973. 

Railway operating revenues rose 9.0% 
to $169.2 million in the latest month: 
operating expenses were up 15.9% to 
$170.8 million. 

Freight-ton miles increased 5.0 010 to 
9.9 billion, while passenger-miles de-
creased 2.09o' to 109.0 million. 

During the first two months of 1974, 
railway revenues rose 8.4% from the 
corresponding period a year earlier to 
$341.2 million and expenses advanced 
14.1% to $342.0 million. 

&'or further information, order the 1-ebruary 
1)4 issue of Railway Operating Statistics 

'.003, 30d/$3). or contact JR. Slattery 
'13-996-9276), Transportation and Comnuni-
itrons Division. Statistics canada, Of tawa 

A 14 OVS. 

Restaurant Statistics 
(tiadian restaurants had total estimated 
ieceipts of $123.8 million in February, an 
increase of 12.6% from a year earlier. 

Restaurant sales were up in all pro-
vinces in the latest month, with gains 
recorded as follows: 
S Ontario, 15.2%: British Columbia, 

15.1%: Saskatchewan, 13.97o; Nova 
Scotia, 12776; Prince Edward Island, 
12.3%; Newfoundland, 11.8%: Quebec, 
10.69o'; Manitoba, 9.2%; Alberta, 8.6 17o; 
New Brunswick, 7.2%; 
Cumulatively, restaurant receipts in 

the first two months of 1974 totalled an 
estimated $250.2 million, up 13.1% from 
the J anuary- February period in 1973. 

For further information, order the February 
1974 is.oie of Restaurant Statistics (63-001, 

1.50). 

Residential Building Construction 
Input Price Index 
(/971=100) 
The residential building construction 
input price index for Canada rose to 
131.4 in March, up 1.4% from 129.6 
(revised) in February and 10.0% above 
the March 1973 level. 

Over the twelve months, March to 
March, prices of building materials used 
in residential construction increased 
10.5%; labour costs moved up 8.9%. 

During this periou, residential building 
construction input price indexes advanc-
ed in all regions, with increases recorded 
as follows: 
• Atlantic provinces, 14.6%; Prairie prov-

inces, 10.6%; Ontario, 9.6%; Quebec, 
9.6%; British Columbia, 8.5%. 
For further information, order Construction 

Price Statistics Service Bulletin (62-006. $4.20 
a year). 

Farm Input Price Index 
(1961 100) 
The farm input index for Canada rose 
5.6% in the first quarter of 1974, moving 
to 185.4 from its revised fourth quarter 
1973 level of 175.5. The index for 
Western Canada advanced 6.1%; the 
Eastern Canada index moved up 5.3%. 

Sharply-higher seed prices along with 
increased prices for feed, fertilizer, 
labour, machinery replacement and oper-
ation and supplies caused most of the 
upward movement in the index. 

Over the twelve months from the first 
quarter of 1973, the Canada index has 
risen 19.5%. During this period, costs 
have increased 22.0% for farmers in 
Eastern Canada and 166% for western 
farmers. 

For further information, order Farm Input 
Price Indexes, First Quarter 1974 (62-004. 
35r//$1.40). 

Telephone Industry Statistics 
Canadian telephone systems reported net 
operating revenue of $61.7 million in 
February, an increase of 132% from 
February 1973. 

Gross operating revenues of the 
thirteen major telephone companies rose 
14.7% to $180.8 million in the latest 
month; operating expenses were up 
15.5%to $119.1 million. 

Construction expenditures increased 
34,5% to $86.7 million from $64.5 mil-
lion a year earlier. 

These systems reported a total of 
81,557 employees in February, up 5,635 
from the corresponding month in 1973. 

For further information, order Communica-
tions Service Bulletin 56-001,$1.40 a year) 
Vol. 4. No.5, Monthli Telephone Statistics, 
February 1974. 

HOW TO ORDER 
Statistics Canada Publications 

Send initial order to: 
Publications Distribution, 
Room 1106, Main Building, 
Statistics Canada, 
Ottawa K1A 016. 

State: 
Title of Report 
Month, Quarter or Year of issue 
Catalogue Number 

Please enclose money order or 
cheque made payable to the order 
of: Receiver-General for Canada. 
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Price per Price per 
Catalogue issue/year Catalogue 	issue/year 

AGRICULTURE PRELIMINARY BULLETINS 
Coarse Grains Review, February 1974 22-001 $1.05/$4.20 1972 Census of Manufactures - 
Dairy Factory Production, March $1.50 Automobile Fabric Accessories 

1974 32-002 a year Industry; 
Farm Cash Receipts, February 1974 2 1-001 30/$3 Copper and Copper Alloy Rolling, 
Fur Production, 1972-73 23-207 70 Casting and Extruding; 41-224-p 
The Dairy Review, February 1974 23-001 40/$4 Dental Laboratories; 47-206-p 

Iron Foundries; 
Manufacturers of Major Appliances; 43-204-p 

BUSINESS FINANCE Manufacturers of Pharmaceuticals and 
Cheques Cashed, February 1974 61-001 30/$3 Medicines; 

Metal Door and Window Manufacturers; 41-221-p 
Miscellaneous Furniture and Fixtures 

Manufacturers; 35-21 3.p 
CENSUS Non-commercial Trailer Manufac- 
Population, Specified Ethnic Groups, turers; 42-217-p 

1971 Census of Canada 92-774 $2.10 Platemaking, Typesetting and Trade $3.50 
Bindery Industry 36-203-p 	for series 

EDUCATION. SCIENCE AND CULTURE 
Socio-cult ural Characteristics of SERVICE BULLETINS 
Elementary and Secondary Students Energy Statistics - Vol. 9, No. 
1971 81-561 $1.40 37, Sales of Natural Gas, February 

1974; Vol.9, No. 38, Preliminary 
Report on Coal Production and 
Landed Imports of Coal, by Province, $4.20 EXTERNAL TRADE March 1974 57-002 	a year 

Summary of Exports, January 1974 65-002 30/$3 Fish and Fish Products - Advance 
Release of Fish Landings, March 
1974: Newfoundland, Vol. 3, No. 24; 

FINANCIAL FLOWS AND Fish Freezings and Stocks, March 
MULTINATIONAL ENTERPRISES 1974: Newfoundland, Vol. 3, No. 21; 
Financial Flow Accounts, Fourth Quarter Quebec, Vol. 3, No. 23; Ontario and 

1973, Advance Release No. 1 13-002 N/C Prairies, Vol. 3, No. 25; Pre- 
liminary Release of 1972 Landings, 
Quantity and Value, Inland Fisheries 

GENERAL TIME SERIES (Including Sea Fish Caught Inland), $1.40 
Canadian Statistical Review, April Vol. 3, No. 22 24-003 	a year 

1974 11-003 71$7 Vinyl-asbestos Floor Tile - Vol. $1.40 
2, No. 3, Floor Tiles, March 1974 47-001 	a year 

LABOUR MERCUANDISING AND SERVICES 
Quarterly Survey of Trusteed Pension Consumer Credit, February 1974 61-004 	301$3 

Plans, 4th Quarter 1973 74-001 35/$1.40 larm Implement and Equipment Sales, $1.50 
January Ito February 28, 1974 63-009 	a year 

Retail Trade, February 1974 63-005 	404/$4 
MANUFACTURING AND 
PRIMARY INDUSTRIES 
Aircraft and Aircraft Parts PUBLIC FINANCE 
Manufacturers, 1972 42-203 504 Federal Government Employment, 

Asphalt Roofing, February 1974 45-001 15/$1.50 July-September 1973 72-004 	70/$2.80 
Breweries, February 1974 32-019 15/$1.50 
Concrete Products, February 1974 44-002 15/$L50 
Footwear Statistics, February 1974 33-002 30/$3 TRANSPORTATION AND COMMUNICATIONS 
Iron Castings and Cast Iron Pipe SERVICE BULLETINS 
and Fittings, February 1974 41-004 151$l.50 Aviation Statistics Centre - Vol. 

Oil Pipe Line Transport, 1972 55-201 $1.05 6, No. 21, Airport Activity 
Pulpwood and Wood Residue Statistics, Statistics, Third Quarter 1973; 
February 1974 25-001 1541$1.50 Vol. 6, No. 22, Civil Aviation, 

Rigid lnilating Board, February Operations of Transcontinental and 
1974 36-002 l5/$1.50 Regional Air Carriers, January 1974; 

Selected Meat and Meat Preparations, Vol. 6, No. 25, Canada-U.S.A. 
February 1974 32-020 15f$ 1.50 Scheduled Air Passenger Origin and 

Soaps and Synthetic Detergents, Destination, 2nd and 3rd Quarters $4.20 
February 1974 46-003 151$1.50 of 1972 and 1973 51-004 	a year 

Steel Wire and Specified Wire Products, Communications - Vol. 4, No. 5, 
February 1974 4 1-006 151$1.50 Monthly Telephone Statistics, $1.40 

Stoves and Furnaces, February 1974 41-005 304/$3 February 1974 56-001 	a year 

4 

7-1 201-503 


