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Consumer Price Indexes for

Regional Cities

Consumer price indexes rose in all
regional cities and city combinations in
June, increases ranging from 0.8% in
Winnipeg to 1.5% in Vancouver.

Food indexes climbed in all cities,
higher charges for a wide range of home.
consumed items and for restaurant meals
outweighing generally lower prices for
meat, poultry and eggs. Indexes for hous-
ing, clothing, transportation and recrea-
tion, education and reading also advanced
in every city. Some major conlributors
were higher costs for fuel oil, appliances,
footwear, new cars, gasoline, sports and
camping equipment and driving lessons.

In the 12 months from June 1973,
consumer price index rose in every city,
with increases as follows: St. John’s
13.7%; Halifax 10.5%; Saint John 10.9%;
Quebec City 12.1%; Montreal 11.9%;
Ottawa 11.6%; Toronto 11.1%; Thunder
Bay 11.4%; Winnipeg 11.5%; Saskatoon-
Regina 9.4%; Edmonton-Calgary 10.3%;
Vancouver 12.0%.

For further information, order the June

1974 issue of Prices and Price Indexes (62-002,
55¢/85.50).

Retail Trade
Retail sales in May rose to $4.0 billion, an
increase of 20.2% from May 1973.

Year-to-year gains were registered in
all trade groups, ranging from a high of
31.4% for fuel dealers to a low of 12.1%
for variety stores.

All provinces recorded higher sales in
the latest month with the largest increases
in Alberta (24.0%) and New Brunswick
(23.1%).

Seasonally adjusted, May retail sales
showed an increase of 5.0% from the
previous month to a level of $3.68 billion
with increases in fourteen of the eighteen
trade groups.

For further information, order the May
1974 issue of Retail Trade (63-005, 404/84), or
contact B. Theriault (613-996-9304), Merchan-

dising and Services Division, Statistics Canada,
Ottawa K14 0V4,
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LATEST MONTHLY STATISTICS
Latest Month

EMPLOYMENT, INCOME

Average Weekly Eamings($) . . ... .... ... Apr. 172.21P

Labour Income (§ million) . ... ......... Apr. 5911P

Persons with Jobs (million) . . . . ... ...... une 940

LT piloaiie s - e S Shalin & A I R June 469,000
INVENTORIES

Department Store (3 million) .. ......... May 1,360

Manufacturers’ Owned ($ million) . . ... .. .. Apr 11,824P

Wholesale (S million) .. .............. May 5,366
ORDERS

Manufacturers’ New Orders ($ million) . . . . . . Apr. 6,623P

Manufacturers’ Unfilled Orders ($ million) . . . . Apr. 8,815P
PRICES

Consumer Price Index (1961=100) ..... ... June 166.7

Industry Selling Price Index (1961=100) . . ... May 167.7

Wholesale Price Index (1935-39=100) ...... May 4535
CONSTRUCTION

Building Permits ($ million) . ........... Apr. 819.3p

Housing Starts — Urban Centres (units) . . . . . . May 19,880
ENERGY

Electricity Generation (bilion Kwh.) . ... ... May 22.6

Gas Utilities® Sales (billioncu.ft.) . .. ... ... May 121.0

Petroleum Refining (million barrels) .. ... .. Apr 504
FOREIGN TRADE

Exports ($million) ................. May 3,051P

Imports ($ million) . ................ May 2,934P
PRODUCTION

Motor Vehicles (thousand units) . . . . ... ... Apr. 1434

Steel (ingots — thousand tons) . . . ... ... .. June 1,247
SALES

Department Store Sales ($ million) . ....... May 421

Manufacturers’ Shipments ($ million) . . . . . .. Apr. 6,372P

New Motor Vehicle Sales ($ million) . .. .. .. May 699

Retail Sales ($ million) . ... ........... May 3,997

Wholesale Sales ($ million) . ... ......... May 4,351

Change From
Previous Year Ago
Month %
170.65P 9.2
5.867P 14.1
9.15 312
524,000 -6.8
1,265 26.1
11,6391 24.6
5,141 233
6,6101 22,9
8,564r 46.1
164.6 11.4
165.57 20.2
453.07 26.0
Year-to-date
2,99 2013
71,48 0.3
120.6 8.7
5534 134
2153 104
12,450 24.0
12,082 29.7
5789 -1.1
7,299 0.2
1,721 20.1
24,521 203
2,606 10.1
16,696 14.1
17,159 299

Statistics are not seasonally adjusted. P - preliminary. T - revised.
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Index Numbers of Farm Prices

of Agricultural Pzoducts

(1961=100)

The May index number of farm prices of
agricultural products for Canada at 209.0
showed a decrease of 0.1% from 209.2 in
April.

On a provincial basis, increases in farm
prices were registered in Prince Edward
Island, New Brunswick, Manitoba and
Alberta,

Over the twelve months from May
1973, the index has recorded an advance
of 24.5%.

For further information, order the May

1974 issue of Index Numbers of Farm Prices of

Agricultural Products (62-003, 15¢/$1.50).

Wholesale Trade

Wholesale merchants’ sales for May 1974
were estimated at $4,350.6 million, up
38.8% from May 1973.

Significant changes from a year earlier
included groceries and food specialties,
up 16.0%, and industrial and trans-
portation equipment and supplies, up
29.7%. Inventories were valued at
$5,366.3 million, up 23.3%.

For further information, order the May
1974 issue of Wholesale Trade (63-008,
15¢/81.50).
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Housing

Housing starts in areas of 10,000 popula-
tion and over totalled 19,880 in May, up
from 15,800 the previous month.

The latest monthly figures brought
residential construction to date in 1974
to 71,488 units, up 0.3% from the five-
month total in 1973,

The May starts included, 9,178 single
dwellings, 1,173 doubles, 993 row houses
and 8,536 apartments.

For further information, order the May

1974 issue of Housing Starts and Completions
(64-002, 404/34).

HOW TO ORDER
Statistics Canada Publications

Send initigl order to:
Publications Distribution,
Room 1106, Main Building,
Statistics Canada,

Ottawa K1A 0T6.

State:

Title of Report

Month, Quarter or Year of issue
Catalogue Number

Please enclose money order or
cheque made payable to the order
of: Receiver-General for Canada.

Gold Production

Gold production was 145496 troy
ounces in May, down from 179,708 troy
ounces in the same month of 1973.

This put 1974 production to date at
732,537 troy ounces, down from
833968 in 1973.

For further information, order the May
1974 issue of Gold Production (26-004,
15¢/$1.50), or contact Art Symons
(613-992-0491), Manufacturing and Primary
Industries Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa
K14 oVe.

Consumer Credit

Consumer credit outstanding on the
books of selected credit holders reporting
monthly totalled $14.74 billion at the
end of May, an increase of 16.7% from a
year earlier.

Personal cash loans by chartered banks
rose to $9.73 billion in the latest month,
up 20.5% from May 1973,

Sales finance and consumer loan com-
panies: held $1.20 billion balances of
retail instalment sales paper (an expan-
sion of 12.9% from a year earlier) and
had $1.48 billion outstanding of personal
cash loans (up 10.0%).

For further iformation, order the May
1974 issue of Consumer Credit (61-004,
304/83), or contact Consumer Credit Section
(613-996-9278 or Telex 053-3585). Merchan-

dising and Services Division, Statistics Canada,
Ottawa K14 0V6.

Department Store Sales

Department store sales rose to $420.8
million in May, up 24.9% from $336.8
million in May 1973.

Sales rose in 38 of the 39 departments,
with only furs (5.5%) down from a year
earlier. Largest increases were in plumb-
ing, heating and building materials
(54.1%), television, radio and music
(42.7%) and major appliances (42.2%).

All provinces showed increased sales,
ranging from a high of 31.9% for both
Nova Scotia and Saskatchewan to a low
of 17.5% for both New Brunswick and
Manitoba. Sales were up 22.8% in
Vancouver, 21.2% in Montreal, 20.8% in
Toronto and 16.8% in Winnipeg,

Inventories held (at selling price) were
valued at $1.36 billion, up 26.1% from
May 1973.

For further information, order the May
1974 issue of Department Store Sales and
Stocks (63-002, 30¢{$3), or contact Mr. B.
Theriault (613-996-9304), Merchandising and
Services Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa
K14 0V4.



Unemployment Insurance

Claimants under the Unemployment In-
surance Act rteceived $202 million in
May, 4% less than in the previous month
but 13% more than a year earlier. The
number of claimants (825,000) was down
14% over the month but up 2% on the
year,

The $74.34 May average was 1% smal-
ler than in April and 10% more than in
May 1973.

The 172,000 claims received in May
were 11% more than in April, and 10%
more than in the previous May.

For further information, order the May issue
of Statistical Report on the Operation of the
Unemployment  Insurance  Act (73-001,
40¢4/84), or contact George Fincham
(643-992-7461), Labour Division, Statistics
Canada, Ottawa K1A OV I.

Restaurant Statistics

Restaurants in Canada had total esti-
mated receipts of $143.1 million in May,
an increase of 11.6% from a year earlier.
Sales were up in all provinces.

Restaurant receipts for May, by
province and with percentage increases
from May 1973:
® Ontario, $53.2 million (11.9%);

Quebec, $45.9 million (11.3%); British

Columbia, $16.6 million (11.6%);

Alberta, $10.1 million (13.0%); Mani-

toba, $6.4 million (12.2%); Saskat-

chewan, $4.0 million (12.2%); New

Brunswick, $2.8 million (7.9%); Nova

Scotia, $2.7 million (10.4%); New-
foundland, $1.1 million (9.5%); and
Prince Edward [sland, $304,000 (9.5%).

Cumulatively, restaurant receipts for
the first five months of 1974 totalled an
estimated $664.9 million, up 10.8% from
January-May 1973,

For further information, order the May

1974 issue of Restaurant Statistics (63-011,
15¢/%1.50).

Billions
of Dollars

Undistributed Corporation Profits
{Data Seasonally Adjusted at Annual Rates)
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THESE REPORTS SCHEDULED
FOR COMING TWO WEEKS

Inventories, Shipments and Orders
in Manufacturing Industries, May

Summary of Foreign Trade, June
Real Domestic Products, May
New Motor Vehicle Sales, May

Travel

Preliminary statistics for May show 2.8
million United States visitors entered
Canada (down 3.3% from May 1973) and
2.4 million Canadians visited the U.S.
(down 6.7%). Travellers from countries
other than the U.S. numbered 102,000,
up 10.7%. Canadian travellers returning
from countries other than the U.S.
totalled 91,000, down 4.1%.

For further information, order the May
1974 issue of Travel Between Canada and Other
Countries (66-001, 55¢/$5.50), or contact M.
W. Valiquette (613-995-0847), International

Travel Section, Statistics Canada, Ottgwa
KiA 0Z8.

Farm Machinery Sales

Farm implement and equipment sales,
including repair parts, totalled $252.9
million for the first five months of 1974,
up 24.7% from $202.9 million in 1973,
Repair parts accounted for $51.5 million
of current sales.

For further informarion, order the May
1974 issue of Farm [mplements and Equipment
Sales (63-009, 15¢/$1.50). or contact Mr. Y.
Lebel (613-996.9307), Merchandising and
Services Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa
K14 0V4.

Railway Operating Statistics

Six major railways operating in Canada
reported revenue of $210.0 million in
May, 15.1% more than in May 1973, But
expenses rose 17.1%to $205.6 million and
the resulting net income of $4.3 million
was down 36.4% from a year earlier.

In the first five months of 1974,
revenues were $946.4 million, 11.8%
above 1973, and expenses were $936.9
million, up 16.6%. Net income of $9.4
million was down 78.1%.

For further information, order the May
1974 issue of Railway Operating Statistics
(52-003, 304/83), or contact JR. Slattery
(613-996-9276), Transportation and Communi-
cations Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa
K14 0Vs.
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THESE PUBLICATIONS RELEASED JULY 11 — 17

AGRICULTURE

Index Numbers of Farm Prices of
Agricultural Prgducts, May 1974

Oilseeds Review, June 1974

BALANCE OF PAYMENTS

Quarterly Estimates of the Canadian
Balance of International Payments,
First Quarter 1974

BUSINESS FINANCE
Commercial Failures, First Quarter
1974

CENSUS

Population Estimates by Marital Status,
Age and Sex, for Canada and Provinces
1972

1971 Census of Canada, Population and
Housing Characteristics, by census
tracts: Calgary;
St. Catharines-Niagara

1971 Census of Canada, Population,
the School Population

Quarterly Estimates of Population for
Canada and Provinces, April 1974

1971 Census of Canada:
Summary of Family Income Statistics
Summary of Household Income

CONSUMER INCOME AND

EXPENDITURE

Income Estimates for Counties and
Census Divisions, 1966-1969

EXTERNAL TRADE

Summary of Exports, May 1974
Summary of Foreign Trade, April 1974
Summary of Imports, May 1974

GROSS NATIONAL PRODUCT
National Income and Expenditure
Accounts, First Quarter 1974

HEALTH AND WELFARE

Mental Health Statistics, Volume II1,
Institutional Facilities, Services
and Finances 1972

INDUSTRY PRODUCT
Indexes of Real Domestic Product by
Industry, April 1974

LABOUR

Statistical Report on the Operation
of the Unemployment Insurance Act,
April 1974

MANUFACTURING AND PRIMARY

INDUSTRIES

Cement, May 1974

Domestic Refrigerators and Freezers,
May 1974

The Electrical Contracting Industry,
1972

Cata-
logue

62-003
22-006

67-001

61-002

91-203

95-156
95-743
92-742
91-001

93-746
93-749

13-204

65-002
65-001
65-005

13-001

83-205

61005

73-001

44001
43001
64-205

Price per
issue/year

15¢/81.50
$1.05/84.20

$1.05/$4.20

35¢/$1.40

70¢

50¢
75¢
$1.05
35¢

704
35¢

70¢

30¢/$3
15¢/$1.50
30¢/83

$1.05/$4.20

$1.05

404¢/$4

40¢/54

15¢/$1.50
15¢/$1.50
$1.05

Electric Lamp and Shade Manufacturers,
1972

Fabricated Structural Metal Industry,
1972

Factory Sales of Electric Storage
Batteries, May 1974

Gas Utilities, April 1974

Inventories, Shipments and Orders in
Manufacturing Industries, March 1974

Jewellery and Silverware Industry,
1972

Mineral Wool, May 1974

Oil Burners and Oil-fired Hot Water
Heaters, May 1974

Qil Pipe Line Transport, March 1974

Ornamental and Architectural Metal
Industry, 1972

Production, Shipments and Stocks on
Hand of Sawmills in British Columbia
April 1974

Rigid Insulating Board, May 1974

Steel Ingots and Pig Iron, June 1974

Stone Products Manufacturers, 1972

The Sugar Situation, May 1974

PRELIMINARY BULLETINS
1972 Census of Manufactures:
Carpet, Mat and Rug Industry
Children's Clothing Industry
Floor Tile, Linoleum and Coated
Fabrics Manufacturers
Manufacturers of Wooden Kitchen
Cabinets
Sash, Door and Other Millwork Plants

SERVICE BULLETINS

Energy Statistics — Vol. 9, No. 63,
Salient Crude Petroleum and Natural
Gas Statistics, March 1974

Fabricated Metal Products — Vol. 3,
No. 5, Oil Filters and Cartridges

Fish and Fish Products — Advance
Release of Fish Landings, May 1974:
Vol. 3, No. 50, Quebec; Vol. 3, No.
51, British Columbia

Fruit and Vegetable Preservation —
Vol. 3, No. §, Pack of Apples and
Apple Products, 1973

MERCHANDISING AND SERVICES

Department Store Sales and Stocks,
April 1974

Merchandising Inventories, April 1974

Restaurant Statistics, May 1974

Sales Financing, April 1974

PRICES
Consumer Price Movements, June 1974

TRANSPORTATION AND

COMMUNICATIONS

Air Carrier Operations in Canada,
October-December 1973

Transcontinental and Regional Air
Carrier Operations, March 1974

Cata-
logue
35-214
41-207

43-005
55-002

31-001

47-211
44.004

41008
55-001

41-221
35-003
36-002
41-002

44213
32013

34-221-p
34-217-p

47-205-p

35-205-p
35-205-p

57-002

41-009

24-003

32-023

63-002
63-014
63-011
63-013

62-001

51-002
51-001

Price per
issue/year

70¢
70¢

15¢/$1.50
30¢/33

55¢/85.50

70¢
15¢/$1.50

15¢/$1.50
30¢/$3

70¢

30¢/83
15¢/$1.50
15¢/81.50
70¢
15¢/$1.50

$3.50 for
series

$4.20
per year
$2.80
per year

$1.40
per year

$1.40
per year

30¢/83

40¢/$4
15¢/$1.50
30¢/$3

15¢/$1.50

$1.40/$5.60
40¢/%4
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