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Consumer Price Index (CPI) LATEST MONTHLY STATISTICS | Change From
{1971=100) F:evuous Year Ago
The Consumer Price Index for Canada advanced Latest Month  Month %
0.2%to 141 .5 in September from 141 2in August EMPLOYMENT, INCOME |
. } i Average Weekly Earnings (8} ............cooivutn July 204.27p 203.16p 134
reflecting a distinctly slower rate of rise than in Labour Income ($ MIlION). .. o'vevreeeeeeranenans July 7.335p  7,403p 148
the three preceding summer months. Lower tood Persons with JObs (MIlION). . ... ..evueveneenranens Aug. 9.78 983 08
prices contributed to this deceleration along with Ul e T P ST I WISy . Aug 623000 653,000 394
a somewhat less rapid rise in the index for all- INVENTORIES
items excluding food, which moved up 0.7%. Department Store ($ million) .......... ...l July* 1,354 1,310 38
A 0.7% decrease in the food index was largely Manutacturers’ Owned ($ miltion)................. July 15,046p 15215« 16.4
atiributable 1o seasonally lower quotations for ga%%ség Bmillion) ..o July 6515 6611 16.0
fresh produce. vegelables in particular. aiso Manutacturers' New Orders ($ million) ............ July 6,802p 7,236 20
contributing to this decline were lower prices for Manutacturers’ Unfilled Orders ($ mitlion). . ........ July 9771p 9918 06
beef and for bakery products. But pork prices PRICES
continued 1o climb, nsing a further 6.5% in Consumer Price Index (1871=100)................ Sepl.* 1415 1412 106
September to a level 42% above thal of a year Industry Selling Price Index (1961=100) ........... Aug* 1836 192 0r 10.1
earlier; and poultry prices also increased. Wholesale Price Index (1935-39=100)............. Aug.* 4994 4902 6.1
Higher energy prices — for fuel oil and CONSTRUCTION Year-to-date
gasokne in certain provinces, as well as ad- Building Permits ($ million)......... Loouk, 56 cdos June 950.7 4557 -3.0
vances in electricity and domestic gas rates in ’E*akésﬁ“gvs'ans — Urban Centres (units)........... Aug® 17530 101108 -171
several cities — provided the major impetus Coal Production (thousand tons June 2,348 13796 235
behind the latest month's 0.7% rise in the index Electricity Gener(ahon (billion kw)h 1 A July 203 1602  -1.9
for all-tems excluding food. Natural Gas Production (bilion cu. ft) ............. May 2753 14633 -1.6
. Baween Seplember 1974 and September Petroleum Refining (million barrels) ............... June 50.4 3102 -4.1
1873 the Ail-tems Consumer Price Index FOREIGN TRAD
sihvanced 10.6%. Expars (SAMIUMRA) v« -« s T - dee e e T Aug 2262 21.164 19
During this period, the following component impansyiSimiion) s . . . . |40 Wone . oo cae s Aug 2.563 22776 130
index increases were recorded: PRODUCTION ‘ b
- . Motor Vehicies (thousand units) ..............c... Aug 851 8975 -125
e Food, 131%: transportation, 12.5%; tobacco Siag) famic — ot Teis Aug 1063 9658 06
and alcohol, 12.4%; health and personal care SALES 9 ceotpbgdl - o degBe .t i =
11.6%; housing, 96%; recreation, education Department Store Sales ($ million)................ Aug*® 4606 3.287 124
and reading, 9.3%; and clothing, 4.7%. Manufacturers' Shipments ($ million).............. July 6.450p 48534 6.9
On a seasonally-adjusted basis, the all-items New Motor Vehicle Sates ($ million)............... Aug* 554.0 4676 10.6
index rose (0.6% between Augus‘ and Sep]embel Retail Sales ($ mt}llon) ........................... July 4253 26,991 10.6
The current annual rate of change in the CPI, Wholesale Sales ($ million) ...................... July 4076 25846 37
based on the seasonally-adjusted movement Statistics are not seasonally adjusted. p - preliminary, r - revised. * - new this week.
since three months earlier, was 10.2%, conside
raply lower than the rates registered more
recently
For further information, order the Septem- Average Weekly Earnings in Canadian Industry
ber 1975 issue of Consumer Price Movements (July 1975°%)
(62-001, 30¢/$3).
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Departiment Store Sales by Reglons
Department store sales in August rose to $460 6 A e AR et ! e
million, up 14.2% from a year earlier. increases
were recorded in all regions of Canada Transportation, Communication and Other Utilities -
Department store sales by region for the iatest 1
month, with percentage increases over August Manufacturing - - - - --— - == - = - - - - PERRRRRIRRR SRR SR T D R
1974 in brackets: L
e Ontario, $168.3 million (15.2%); Quebec, $84.1 === S ANDUSHRIAL COMPIES W i
illion (17.8%); British Columbia. $76.5 million Finance, Insurance and Resl Estate- - — - —— — —— — - TRL
{1:2.0%); Alberta, $60.2 million (11.2%); Atlantic :
. Provinces, $30.4 million (17 3%); Manitoba | ORI SO S g——
$27 8 million (6.1%), and Saskatchewan, $13.1
snillion (15.5%) SerVice = - - — oo oo - e o R R
For lurther information, order the August * First Estimates
1975 issue of Department Store Sales by Source: Employment, Earnings and Hours (72-0021
Regions (63-004, $1.50 per year).




New Motor Venicle Sales

fRetail saies of new motor vehicies lotaiied 99,253
units in August, down 5.1% from a year earlier.
Total sales value increased 11.9% to $554.0
million.

Sales of passenger cars produced in Canada
and the United States decreased 7.3% 10 59,034
units while those of overseas-manufactured
automabiles increased 2.0% 10 14,076 units.

Commercial vehicle sales in August declined
3.6% from a year earlier 10 26,143 units; included
were 24,791 manufactured in Canada and the
US. (down 25%) and 1,352 manufactured
overseas (down 20.1%).

For the first eight months of 1975, total sales of
new motor vehicles reached 865,210 units with
an accumulated value of $468 billion This
represents a decrease of 4.3% in units but an
increase of 10.6% in value compared with sales
for January-August 1974

For further information, order the August
1975 issue of New Motor Vehicle Sales (63-
007, 30¢/$3), or contact Michael Kwilecki
(613-996-9304), Merchandising and Services
Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A OV6.

iron Ore

Canadian mines shipped 4.41 million tons of iron
ore in August compared with 4,85 million tons a
year earlier.

Cumulative output for the first eight months of
1975 at 28.57 million tons was down 8.9% from
31.33 million tons in January-August 1974.

For further information, order the August
1975 issue of Iron Ore (26-005, 15¢/$1.50), or
contact Art Symons (613-992-0491), Manu-
facturing and Primary Industries Division,
Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A 0V6.
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General Wholesale index

(1935-39=100)

The general wholesale price index advanced

1.9% in August to 499.4 from 490.2 in July to

stand 6.1% higher than the August 1974 level of

4706. Six of the eight major group indexes

increased while two decreased.

The vegetable products group index rose 8.4%
in August due mainly to higher prices for potatoes
(up 29.8%), tea, coffee and cocoa (up 23.8%),
sugar and its products (up 20.9%), grains (up
10.2%) and vegetable oil products (up 10.0%).
The non-metallic minerals groupindex rose 1.2%
as prices increased 17.3% for asphalt, 6.1% for
coal tar and 2.3% for petroleum and its products.

Over the 12 months from August 1974, the
following percentage changes were recorded for
the major group indexes:

& Wood products, 14.3%; chemical products,
13.2%; non-metallic minerals, 13.1%; animal
products, 11.0%; iron products, 10.9%: vegeta-
ble products, -0.5%; non-ferrous metals, -2.9%;
and textile products, -7.3%.

For further information, order the August
1975 issue of Prices and Price Indexes (62-
002, 55¢/85.50).

Gold Production

Production of gold increased to 127,266 troy
ounces in August from 117,789 troy ounces a
year earlier.

Gold production for the first eight months of
1975 at 1,076,871 troy ounces showed a drop of
3.4% from January-August 1974

For further information, order the August
1975 issue of Gold Production (26-004,
15¢/$1.50), or contact Art Symons (613-992-
0491 ), Manufacturing and Primary Industries
Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A 0OV6.

Farm Cash Receipls
Farmers' cash receipts trom farming operations
in all provinces except Newfoundland totalled an
estimated $6.87 billion in the January to August
period of 1975, up 7.8% from $6.38 billion in the
first eight months of 1974
Total payments made 10 farmers in the latest
period, by province and with year-earlier figures
in brackets:
® Saskatchewan, $2.04 billion ($1.87 billion):
Ontario, $1.64 billion ($1.54 billion); Alberta,
$1.38 billion ($1.22 billion); Quebec, $812.0
million ($7289 million); Manitoba, $587.0
milion ($583.5 million); British Columbia,
$231.5 million ($221.4 million); Nova Scotia,
$74.3 million ($67.2 million); New Brunswick,
$59.1 million ($72.5 million); and Prince
Edward Island, $49.4 million ($63.7 million).
For further information, order the January-
August issue of Farm Cash Receipts (21-001,
30¢/83), or contact E.S. Boyko (613-994-
9876), Agriculture Division, Statistics Cana-
da, Ottawa K1A OL7.

Crude Petroleum

and Natural Gas Production

Crude petroleum production for June am: i

to 1.58 million barrels per day, down 13.5%: 'ro::.
year earlier.

Natural gas production averaged 884 Lillici:
cubic feet per day in the latest month, an
increase of 2.3% from June 1974,

For further information, order the June
1975 issue of Crude Petroleum and Natural
Gas Production (26-006, 30¢/$3), or contact
G. Kitchen (613-992-4021), Manufacturing
and Primary Industries Division, Statistics
Canada, Ottawa K1A OV6.
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Canadian Exports of Wheat
{and wheat flour*)
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Non-Residential Building Construction
input Price index

(1961=100)

This non-residential building construction input
/e index for Canada rose to 256.7 in August,
afi increase of 1.4% from the July level and up
9.3% trom a year earlier.

The matenials component of the total index
advanced 3.3% over the 12 months from August
1974, labour costs increased 14 2%.

Prices of concrete products used in non-
residential building construction jumped 18.4%
during this period and plumbing, heating and
other equipment increased 06% But price
declines were recorded for: electrical equipment,
-5.7%; steel and metal work, -1.4%; and lumber
and lumber products, -1.1%. Other materiais
increased 10.3%.

For turther information, order the August
1975 issue of Construction Price Statistics,
Monthly Bulletin (62-007, $4 per year),

THESE REPORTS SCHEDULED
FOR COMING TWO WEEKS
Consumer Credit, August

Consumer Price Indexes for Regional
Ctties, September

Inventories, Shipments and Orders in
Manutacturing Industries, August

Real Domestic Product, August
Retail Trade, August

The Labour Force, September
Wholesale Trade, August

Major Appiiance Sales

Salés ol stoves and t@ievision sets declitied, but
Canadian manufacturers’ domestic sales in
August of other major appliances ran well above
year-earlier levels.

Major appliance sales recorded by these
manufacturers in the latest month, with percen-
tage changes from August 1974 in brackets:

e Refrigeratars, 45,101 (up 11.7%); home and

farm freezers, 38.843 (up 104.8%);
® Stoves and ranges, 32,997 (-8.3%);
® Automatic washing machines, 28,302 (up

31.9%), electric and gas clothes dryers, 25.009

(up 8.9%).

e Television sets, 37,709 (-36.2%).

Manufacturers’ sales in August of 34519
Canadian-made colour television sets represen-
ted a decrease of 17.4% from a year earlier;
biack-and-white set sales dropped to 3,190 units
from 17.272.

For further information, order the August
1975 issues of: Domestic Refrigerators and
Freezers (43-001, 15¢/$1.50); Stoves and
Furnaces (41-005, 30¢/83); Domestic Was-
hing Machines and Clothes Dryers (43-002,
15¢/$1.50); and Radio and Television Recei-
ving Sets (43-004, 30¢/83).

Industry Selling Price Index:

Manufacturing

(1961=100)

The industry selling price index for total manu-

facturing rose to 193.6 in August, an increase of

0.8% from July and up 10.1% from a year earlier.
The food and beverages group index increa-

sed 15% in the latest month, refiecting price

advances of 19.2% for sugar refineries, 4.6% for
poultry processors and 2.8% for feed manufactu-
rers. Price increases in the petroleum refining
industry (5.0%) were mainly responsible for
moving the petroleum and coal products group

up 4.9%.

Over the 12 months from August 1974, the
largest price increases were shown by the
following group indexes:

e Non-metalic mineral products industries,
17.3%; chemical and chemical products
industries, 13.7%; paper and allied industries,
136%; and petroleum and coal producls
industries, 10.9%.

For further information, order the August
1975 issue of Prices and Price Indexes (62-
002, 55¢/$5.50).

Asbesios

Canadian producers’ shipmenis of asbestos
dropped 10 78,002 tons in Augus! from 172,862
tons a year earlier. This brought year-to-date
shipments in 1975 10 691,987 tons, down 42 5%
from January-August 1974.

For further information, order the August
1975 issue of Asbestos (26-001, 15¢/$1.50).
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Housing Starts

New residential constryction activity increased
in August with housing starts in Canadian
centres of 10,000 population and over rising
18.09% to 17,530 units from 14,857 a year earlier.

Housing starts reco:ded in the latest month, by
province and with August 1974 figures in
brackets: Ontario, 5,873 (6,731), Quebec, 4,764
(3,659); British Columbia, 2,453 (1,446); Alberta,
1,658 (674); Saskatch:wan, 868 (404), Manitoba,
747 (632), New Bruhswick, 499 (664). New-
foundiand, 408 (336) Nova Scotia, 228 (300);
and Prince Edward Isiand, 32, (11).

For the first eight ‘nonths of 1975, housing
starts in urban centras totalled 101,108 units,
down 17.1% from 121,968 in January-August
1974,

For further information, order the August

1975 issue of Housing Starts and Compie-
tions (64-002, 40¢/%$4).
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