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Weekly Bulletin

Employment, Earnings and Hours

Average weekly earnings in Canadian industry at
#205.60in August were up 13.1% from $181.73a
waar earlier

First estimates show that (unadjusted) ave
rge weekly earnings (by province) were highest
i1 British Columbia ($230 44), followed by Alberia
[5211.81), Ontario ($207.03), Quebec ($201.67)
Newloundland ($198.08), Saskatchewan
1$191.01), Manitoba ($190.28), New Brunswick
(5182.74). Nova Scotia ($173.86) and Prince
liriward Island ($152.45).

Average weekly earnings in August (by
ndustry division) were as follows: construction
$29822. mining, $27582. forestry. $236.46
lransportation, communication and other utilities
$233.53, manufacturing, $213.86; inance. insu
rance and real estate, $194.50; trade, $164.29
and service, $14523.

Compared with August 1374, average hourly
Aurnings were up 16.9% in construction, 16.1%:n
minhg and 14.6% in manufacturing

*ow further information. order the August
18%8 issue of Employment, Earnings and
Mawns (72-002, 70¢/87), or contact R. Quel-
iotte (613-992-5613), Labour Division, Statis-
tics Canada. Ottawa K1A 0V2.

Consumer Price Indexes
for Regional Cities
Consumer price indexes rose in 10 of the 14
regional cies in Sepltember while retlecting a
general deceleration in the recent upward trend
of prices. Movements ranged from a decline of
0.3% in Saint John 1o a 1.3% increase in Regina

This general deceleration was mainly attribu-
table to decreases in the food index as aresuit of
seasonally-lower prices for fresh produce
vegetables in particular. Higher shelter charges
for both owned and rented accommodation, as
well as increased charges lor energy — for fuel
oil and gasoline in certain provinces, and
electricity and domestic gas rates in a number of
ciles — were main contributing factors to the
overall advances. Other notable price increases
were registered for clothing and household
appliances

Between September 1974 and Septembert
14i'a, consumer price indexes rose in allregiona
cillEs with increases recorded as follows: St
Jowt'a, 12.4%; Winnipeg, 12.2%; Calgary, 12.1%

.mn. John, 120%; Saskatoon, 11.6%; Regina

1., Edmonton, 11.2%, Montreal, 11.2%:
Yangtuver, 10.9%; Quebec City, 10.7%; Toronto
0. #k Thunder Bay. 9.9%, Ottawa, 9.7%; and
Halitax, 9.5%

For lurther information, order the Septem-

ber 1975 issue of Consumer Price indexes for
Regional Cities (62-009, 30¢/$3).
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LATEST MONTHLY STATISTICS

Latest Month

EMPLOYMENT, INCOME

Average Weekly Earnings ($) .................... Aug.*
Labour Income (S million). ............cooeiia. July
Persons with Jobs (million). .. ..o .vovreiivian v, Sept
Unemplayets .. ...... ...\ Y Bl Y. o Sept.
INVENTORIES

Departinent Store (3 million) ............. ..o Aug.*
Manutacturers’ Owned ($ million) ................. Aug
Whnolesale (S million) .......cociviiiiiiiiiiann, Aug.”
ORDERS

Manutacturers’ New Orders ($ million) ............ Aug.
Manutacturers' Unfilled Orders ($ million).......... Aug
PRICES

Consumer Price Index (1971=100)................ Sept
Industry Selling Price Index (1961=100) ........... Aug
Wholesale Price Index (1935-39=100)............. Aug.
CONSTRUCTION

Building Permits (S million)..........covverevnnnn. July*
Housing Starts — Urban Centres (units) ........... Aug
ENERGY

Caoai Production {thousandtons)..........c.oev... July
Electricity Generation (billion kwh.)................ Aug
Natural Gas Production (billion cu. ft.)............. May
Petroleum Refining (million barrels) ............... Aug.*
FOREIGN TRAOE

EXROrSHIS TN . ... hb et oa st a e Aug
IEBAS TSIIRN) S, . - - oo eivisinia 5 oot e e sale Aug
PROOUCTION

Motor Venhicles (thousand units) .................. Aug
Steel (ingots — thousandtoNS). ..........cveenn.n Sept
SALES

Depariment Store Sales ($ million)................ Aug
Manufacturers’ Shipments ($ million}.............. Aug.
New Motor Vehicle Sales ($ million)............... Aug.
Retail Sales (S million). ...t Aug.*
Wholesale Sales ($ million) ...................... Aug*

Statistics are not seasonally adjusted. p - preliminary.
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78350
9.41
586,000

1,452
15,064p
6.365

6.899p
9.844p

1415
1936
4994

924.7p
17,530

2,070
20.7
2753
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2,262
2,563

851
1.009

4606
6.759p
554.0
4277
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Change From

Ptevious Year Ago
Month %
205.07p 131

7.403p 148
9.78 2.1l
523.000 36.0
1,354 68
15,0241 131
6,515 13
6,670r 1.8
9,704r -2.8
1412 106
192.0r 101
490.2 6.1
Year-to-date
5,482 -0.7
101,108 -171
15,865 256
1809 -2.2
14633 -1.6
416.0 -3.7
21,164 19
22,776 130
8975 <125
10,664 -2.6
3,287 124
55,183 6.4
4676 106
31,279 105
23416 30

r - revised. * - new this week.
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Index of Industrial Production

(1961=100)

The seasonally-adjusted index of industrial
production increased 0.5% in August to 209.6
from 208.7 in July.

Total manufacturing output rose 0.5% in the
latest month; durables manufacturing increased
1.0% while non-durables manutacturing was off
0.1%

Mining production increased 1.2% in Augusi,
utilities’ oulput tell 0.3%.

For further information, order the August
1975 issue of Indexes of Real Domestic
Product by Industry (61-005, 40¢/$4).

Domestic Mobile Homes

Shipments of domestic mobile homes decreased
1o 2.782 single units in the second quarter of
19751rom 7,109 in April-June 1974. Shipments of
double-wide units fell to 431 from 1,511,

For further information, order Fabricated
Metal Products Service Bulletin (41-009,
$2.80 per year), or contact J.S. More (613-
992-0388), Manufacturing and Primary Indus-
tries Division, Stalistics Canada, Ottawa
K1A OV6.

Sales Financing

Sales finance companies purchased $203.6
miliion ot retail finance paper in August, a
decrease of 2.5% from a year earlier.

The latest month's total comprised $60.1
million for passenger cars, $24.5 million for other
consumer goods, $69.4 million for commercial
vehicles and $49.7 million for other commercial
and industrial goods.

For further information, order the August
1975 issue of Sales Financing (63-013,
30¢/3%3).

Manufacturers’ Shipments

{Seasonally Adjusted)
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Aggregate Productivity Measures, 1970-74
OQutput per man-hour tor all commercial indus-
tries decreased 0.5% in 1974 — the first drop in
productivity in 15 years, and following two years
of successively smaller increases.

The decline in output per man-hour, along with
a large increase in labour compensation rates,
resulted in a 12.6% increase in unit labour cost
during 1974, For manutacturing industries,
output per man-hour declined 0.3% and unit
labour cost increased 11.6%.

For further information, order Aggregate
Productivity Measures, 1946-1974 (14-201,
$1.05), or contact Mrs. A. Brownlee (613-995-
8261), input-Output Division, Statistics Cana-
da, Ottawa K1A 0T6.
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Building Permits

Building permits taken out in Canada in July
totalled $924.7 million, up 12.3% from $823.5
million a year earlier

Higher totals were recorded in the latest month
for residential permits at $574.7 million ($393.9
million a year earlier) and institutional and
governmental permits at $108.4 million ($59.5
million). Commercial building permits declined 1o
$160.7 million from $189.1 million and industrial
building permits dropped 1o $81.0 million from
$181.1 million.

Building permits taken out in July, by province
and with July 1974 figures in braackets:
® Ontario, $405.0 million ($325.3 million); Que-

bec, $146.8 million ($111.6 million); Alberta,
$110.0 million ($161.0 million); British Colum-
bia, $108.4 million ($116.9 million), Saskatche-
wan, $44.9 million ($21.9 million); Nova Scotia,
$38.1 million ($27.4 million), Manitoba, $31.6
mitlion ($22.2 million); New Brunswick, $27.6
million ($26.2 million); Prince Edward Islang,
$6.8 million ($4.8 million); and Newfoundland,
$5.1 million ($5.8 million).

Cumulatively, building permits taken out in
Canada in the tirst seven months of 197 Stotpilec
$5.48 billion, down 0.7% trom $5.52 billizyi I
January-July 1974, .

For further information, order the July 1975
issue of Building Permits (64-001, 55¢/$5.50).

Refined Petroleum Products
Canadian refineries produced 529 million
barrels of refined petroleum products in August,
up 1.0% trom a year earlier

Net sales of refined petroleum products at 44.3
million barrels in the latest month showed a
decrease of 2.1% trom August 1974

For further information, order the August
1975 issue of Refined Petroleum Products
(45-004, 40¢/$4), or contact G.R. Kitchen
(613-992-4021). Manufacturing and Primary
Industries Division, Statistics Canada, Otta-
wa K1A OV6.

Telephone Industry Statistics
Canadian telephone syslems reported net
operating revenue of $77.8 million in August. an
increase of 17.3% from August 1974
Gross operating revenues of the 13 rrajor
telephone companies rose 18.4% to $237.0
million in the latest month; operating expew i<
increased 18.9% 1o $159.2 million.
Construction expneditures of these fins
$141.9 million in Augus! showed an increass
18.3% from a year earlier

For further information, order Communica-
tions Service Bulletin (56-001, $1.40 per year),
Vol. 5. No. 24, Monthly Telephone Statistics,
August 1975.




Unemployment Rate, Canada

{Seasonally Adjusted)

1973 1974 1975

Suurce: The Labour Force {71001}

. Railway Operating Statistics

C#lda’s six major railways reported combined
net income of $8 9 million in August, up from $4.8
million a year earlier. Operating revenues rose
11.8% 10 $219.3 miliion while operating expenses
increased 9.9% to $210.4 million

Revenue freight ton-miles declined 5.7% to
10.7 billion in the latest month.

Duning the first eight months of 1975, railway
revenues rose 15.2% while expenses increased
15.3%. Cumulative net income at $14.1 million in
the latest period was virtually unchanged from
January-August 1974

For turther information, order the August
1975 issue of Railway Operating Statistics
(52-003, 30¢/83), or contact J.R. Slattery
(613-996-9276), Transportation and Commu-
nications Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa
K1A OVS.

THESE REPORTS SCHEDULED
FOR COMING TWO WEEKS
Consumer Price Movements, October

Department Store Sales by Regions,
September

aeneral Wholesale Price Index. Septem-
Ber

mousing Starts and Completions, Septem-
b

New Motor Vehicle Sales, September
Summary of Foreign Trade, September
The Labour Force, Oclober

Department Store Sales and Stocks
Department store sales rose to $461.6 million in
August, an increase of 14.4% from $403.4 million
in August 1974

Sales rose in all 40 departments in the iatest
month; the largest gains were recorded by major
appliances (29.4%) and women's and misses’
coats and suits (29.3%).

All provinces reported increased sales over
August 1974 with a high of 24.1% for New
Brunswick. Sales were up 16.4% in Toronto,
14.8% in Montreal, 38% in Vancouver and 7.7%
in Winnipeg.

Inventories held in August (at selling price)
were valued at $1.45 billion. up 6.8% from a year
earlier

For further information, order the August
1975 issue of Department Store Sales and
Stocks (63-002, 40¢/84), or contact B. The-
riault (613-996-9304), Merchandising and
Services Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa
K1A 0V4.

Wholesale Trade

Wholesale merchants’ sales in August were
estimated at $3.57 billion, down 1.9% from
August 1974,

One of the most notable sales changes in the
consumer goods tradeS was registered by the
groceries and food specialties component,
showing an increase of 8.6%. in the industrial
goods trades. sales of farm machinery rose
18.8% from a year earlier.

Wholesale inventories were valued at $6.37
billion in the latest month, up 11.3% from August
of last year

For further information, order the August
1975 issue of Wholesale Trade (63-008,
15¢/$1.50).

Vending Machine Operators, 1974
Vending machine operators reported total sales
of $227 4 million in 1974, an increase of 9.8%
over 1973

Included in the latest year's total were saies
through the following vending machines: ciga-
rette machines, $105.4 million (up 5.7% from a
year earlier); coffee machines, $36.1 million (up
12.9%). soft drink machines. $34.6 million (up
109%). packaged confectionery. pastry and
snack food machines, $21.2 million (up 17.8%}):
packaged milk and juice machines, $7.5 million
{up 15.4%), and hot canned food and soup
machines. $4.1 million (up 20.5%).

For fturther information, order Vending
Machine Operators, 1974 (63-213, 70¢), or
contact Merchandising and Services Division
(613-996-9304), Statistics Canada, Ottawa
K1A 0v4.

Canadian Producers’ Shipments
of lron Ore
Million
Tons

Source; Iron Ore (26-006]

Railway Transport, Part 1, 1974
Investments of railways in road and equipment
property totalied $9.20 billion at December 31,
1974, up from $8.85 billion a year earlier.

Raiiways operated 44,266 miles of first main
track (or route miles) ‘n Canada at the close of
1974. Provincial mileage figures showed Ontario
first with 9,847 route niles of track followed by
Saskatchewan with B /6t miles and Alberta with
6.227 miles.

The average carload was 49.14 tons in 1974
and average gross tons per train amounted 1o
3.906. The average length of haul was 471 miles.

For further information, order Railway
Transport, Part |, 1974 (52-207, $1.05), or
contact J.R. Slattery (613-996-9276), Trans-
portation and Con:munications Division,
Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A 0V5.

HOW TO ORDER
Statistics Canada Pubiications

Send initial order ro:

Publications Distribition,

Room 1200, Main Building,
Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A 0T6.

State:

Title of Report,

Month, Quarter or Year of Issue,
Catalogue Number

Piease enclose money order or cheque
made payabie to th® order of: Receiver-
General for Canada
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