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Depariment Store Sales by Regions 
Department store sales rose to $396 1 milhon in 
January, up 19.0% from a year earlier. Increases 
were recorded in all regions of Canada. 

Depariment St ore sales by regions for the 
latest month, with percentage increases over 
January 1975 in brackets 
• Ontario, $143.8 million (15.1 %), Quebec, $760 

million (22.8%): British Columbia, $669 million 
(18 7%); Alberta, $54.5 million (24.4%). Manito-
ba, $21.7 million (16.1%): Atlantic Provinces, 
$21 0 million (16.8%) and Saskatchewan, 
$114 million (33 8%) 
For further information, order the Jan uary 

1976 issue of Department Store Sales by 
Regions (63-004, $1.50 per year). 

Wholesale Trade 
Whilesale merchants sales in January were 

.lmaled at $3.46 billion, up 13.3% from January 
'I 

H the consumer goods trades, the groceries 
food specialties component showed a gain 
8%. In the industrial goods trades, sales of 

1 construction materials and supplies, 
including lumber rose 32 0% from a year earlier 

Wholesale inventories were valued at $6.24 
billion in the latest month, up 2 0% from January 
1975. 

For further information, order the January 
1976 issue of Wholesale Trade (63-008 
1557$ 1.50). 

Canadian Direct Investment Abroad, 1973 
Canada's direct investment abroad in subsidia-
ries, affiliates and branches amounted to $7.81 
billion at the end 011973, an increase of $110 
billion (16%) from 1972. 

Direct investment in the United States rose 
14% to $3.92 billion and accounted for just over 
50% of all Canadian direct investment abroad. 
Almost two-thirds of the growlh in 1973 was due 
to investment in mining and petroleum 

Direct investment in the United Kingdom 
increased by $167 million to $797 million. 
Canadian investment in Australia registered a 
14% gain to $385 million and direct investment in 
Bermuda jumped 36% to $351 million 

Over one-hall of total Canadian direct invest- 
ment abroad was in manufacturing and invest- 
ment in this industrial component grew $28 
rihiliOn to $3.92 billion at the end of 1973. 
i sever, the largest addition, $446 million, was 

rrded in mining and petroleum and direct 
stment in this sector at $1 48 billion ranked 

.....' behind manufacturing and ahead of utilities, 
h increased more moderately to $1.27 

For further in formation, contact B. Merse-
reau (613-996-2545), Balance of Payments 
Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa K 1A 0Z8. 

LATEST MONTHLY STATISTICS Change From 
Previous Year Ago 

Latest Month Month % 
EMPLOYMENT, INCOME 
Average Weekly Earnings ($) 	-------------------- Dec. 209.28p 213 09p 138 
Labour Income (S million) ------------------------ Dec. 7,398p 7,526p. 9.0 
Persons with Jobs (million) ....................... Feb.* 9.18 915 3.2 
Unemploye(I 	... 	................................ Feb. 800,000 800,000 8.5 
INVENTORIES 
Department Store (S million) 	..................... Dec. 1.338 1,668 3.2 
Manufacturers 	Owned ($ million) ................. Dec. 15,415p 15,090r 5.1 
Wholesale ($ million) ............................ Dec. 6.109 5,681 2.9 
ORDERS 
Manufacturers 	New Orders ($ million) ............ Dec. 7,300p 7,357r 9.3 
Manufacturers 	Unfilled Orders (S million) .......... Dec. 9,846p 9,783r -4.7 
PRICES 
Consumer Price Index (1971=100)................ Feb. 1456 1451 91 
Industry Selling Price Index (1971=100) ........... Dec. 157;' 1562 6.4 
Wholesale Price Index (1935-39=100)............. Dec 501 b 500.5r 39 
CONSTRUCTION Year-to-date 
Building Permits 	$ million) ----------------------- Dec 830 .lp 10,556 13.7 
Housing Starts - 	Urban Centres (units) ........... Jan 12.450 12,450 745 
ENERGY 
Coal Production (thousand tons).................. Nov. 2,402 25.275 22.1 
Electricity Generation (billion kwh.) ................ Jan. 27,5 27.5 3.4 
Natural Gas Production (billion Cu. II.) ------------- June 265 1 1,731.8 -0.9 
Petroleum Retining (million barrels) ............... Dec. 57.5 622.0 -3.8 
FOREIGN TRADE 
Export3 	Customs Basis ($ million) -------------- Jan. 2.82:1 2,823 43 
Imports - Customs Basis ($ million) .............. Jan. 3,020 3,026 6.9 
PRODUCTION 
Motor Vehicles (thousand units) .................. Jan. 1378 137.8 49.7 
Steel (ingots - thousand tons) ------------------- Feb. 1,083 2241 -7.0 
SALES 
Department Store Sales ($ million) ................ Jan. 396.1 3961 19.0 
Manufacturers' Shipments ($ million) .............. Dec. 7,237p 85,101 6.0 
New Motor Vehicle Sales ($ million)............... Jan. 412.9 412.9 11.0 
Retail Sales ($ million)........................... Dec. 5,770 50,482 13.5 
Wholesale Sates ($ million) 	---------------------- Dec. 3,818 45,377 5.0 

Statistics are not seasonally adjusted. p - preliminary. r - revised. 	- new this week. 



The Labour Force 
Canada's seasonally -adjusted unemployment 
rate rose to 70% in February from 6.6% in 
January. The increase brought the rate back to 
that recorded throughout the latter part of 1975. 

Last month the unemployment rate for men 25 
years of age and over increased to 4.0% from 
39% in January while for women 25 and over it 
rose to 5.9% from 5.7% For persons aged 15 to 
24, the unemployment rate jumped to 13.1% from 
12.1 % 

Between January and February, the 
seasonally-adusted participation rate - per-
centage of the population 15 and over included in 
the labour force - remained unchanged at 
61.3%. 

On an actual basis, the number of persons 
employed increased to 9.18 million in February 
from 9 15 million in January and was up from 8.89 
million in February 1975 

The actual unemployment total was 800,000 or 
8.0% of the 9.98 million included in the labour 
force last month. By province, unemployment 
rates were: Newfoundland. 15.4%; New Bruns-
wick, 12.6%. British Columbia, 9.9%: Quebec, 
9 l%; Nova Scotia. 9.2%; Ontario, 6.8%; Manito-
ba, 5.9%, Saskatchewan, 5 5%;  and Alberta, 
4.5%. 

For further information, order the February 
1976 issue of The Labour Force (71-001, 
55/$5.50). 

Farm Wages In Canada 
The average wage, without board, for farm 
workers in Canada was $3.08 an hour in January, 
up from $2.68 a year earlier. Average rates 
ranged from $2.67 an hour in the Maritime 
Provinces to $3.57 in British Columbia. 

Where board was provided by the employer, 
the average hourly wage rate paid to male hired 
help on farms was $2.66 in January compared 
with $2.28 in January 1975. Hourly rates were 
highest in British Columbia ($3.13) and lowest in 
Quebec ($2.31). 

For further in formation, order the January 
1976 issue of Farm Wages in Canada (2 1-002, 
35' / $1.05). 

THESE REPORTS SCHEDULED 
FOR COMING TWO WEEKS 

Department Store Sates and Stocks. 
January 
Employment, Earnings and Hours, 
January 
Estimates of Labour Income, January 
General Wholesale Price Index, January 
New Motor Vehicle Sates, February 
Retail Trade, January 
Preliminary Statement of Canadian Trade, 
February 
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Canadian Balance 01 International Payments 
Fourth Quarter 1975 
Canada's seasonally-adjusted current account 
deficit widened to $1.36 billion in the fourth 
quarter of 1975 from $1.24 billion in the previous 
quarter. 

There was a reduction of $141 million in the 
deficit on merchandise trade as exports grew at 
twice the rate of imports, but this was more than 
offset by an increase in the deficit on services, 
based mainly on rising interest and dividend 
payments. 

Total capital movements, unadjusted for 
seasonal variations, produced a net capital 
inflow of $1.42 billion in the fourth quarter of 1975, 
a substantial jump from $772 million in the third 
quarter. The capital inflow exceeded the unad-
justed current account deficit of $1.32 billion, 
increasing Canada's official monetary assets by 
$98 million. 

For further information, order Canadian 
Balance of International Payments, Fourth 
Quarter 1975 (67-001, $1 .05/$4.20). 

Mineral Production 
Canadian production of primary metals in 
January, with comparable 1975 figures in 
brackets: 
• Gold. 148,947 troy ounces (129,398): 
• Silver, 3,443,201 troy ounces (3,130,657); 
• Copper, 75,603 short tons (55,832), 
• Nickel. 22,716 short tons (25,041); 
• Refined lead, 19,370 short tons (19,537); 
• Refined zinc, 42.042 short tons (51,080). 

For further information, order the January 
1976 issues of: Gold Production (26-004, 
15'/$ 1.50); Silver. Lead and Zinc Production 
(26-008, 15c/$1.50); and Copper and Nickel 
Production (26-003, 15/$ 1.50); or contact 
Art Symons (613-992-0491), Manufacturing 
and Primary Industries Division, Statistics 
Canada, Ottawa K1A 0V6. 

Canadian Balance of Payments, 1975 
In 1975 Canada's current account delicil was a 
record $5.07 billion, almost $3.5 billion greater 
than in 1974. This was a major reason why the 
growth in the Canadian economy as measured 
by Gross National Product in constant dollars 
wa' recorded as a slight 0.2% for 1975, 

The most significant factor in the increased 
deficit from the previous year was merchandise 
trade which shifted from a surplus of $1 .5 billion 
to a deficit of $800 million. However, as import 
prices were rising more than 5% faster than 
export prices, the shift in the balance on 
merchandise trade was considerably tess in 
constant dollar terms. Canada's exports contrac-
ted in volume by about 7% in 1975 while imports 
fell by some 5%. 

A substantial rise also occurred in the deficit 
on services which advanced by about $1 billion. 
Almost one-halt of this was attributable to an 
increase in net payments of interest and 
dividends increasing largely as a result of capital 
inflows required to finance the current account 
deficit Net payments on international travel 
increased by $422 million, 

Capital movements during 1975 produced a 
record net inflow of $4.7 billion. This massive flow 
was $3 billion greater than in 1974 and w. 
underpinned by gross sales of $4.9 billion 
issues of Canadian securities. 

The current account deficit of $5.0 ,,' 
coupled with the capital account inflow 
billion resulted in a decrease of $404 ii 
Canada's net official monetary assets cc wig 
1975 

For further information, order Quarterly 
Estimates of the Canadian Balance of Inter-
national Payments (67-001. $1.051$4.20), or 
contact D.W. Anderson (613-995-0743), Ba-
lance of Payments Division, Statistics Cana-
da, Ottawa K1A 0Z8. 

Telephone Industry Statistics 
Canadian telephone systems reported net 
operating revenue of $75 8 million in January, an 
increase of 25.4% from January 1975. 

Gross operating revenues of the 13 major 
telephone companies rose 191% to $252.7 
million in the latest month; operating expenses 
advanced 16.6% to $176.8 million. 

Construction expenditures of these firms at 
$144.9 million in January showed an increase of 
23.0% from a year earlier. 

The systems reported a total of 86,109 
employees, down by 720 from January 1975. 

For further information, order Communica-
tions Service Bulletin (56-00 1, $1.40 per year). 
Vol. 6, No. 8, Monthly Telephone Statistics, 
January 1976. 

The Dairy Review 
Milk Production in Canada inJanuary totalled 1.3 
billion pounds, an increase of 13.6% from a year 
earlier. 

Revised data show that total milk produced ii 
1975 amounted to 17.7 billion pounds. UI)  5 i. 
from the 1974 figure. 

For further information, order the January 
1976 issue of The Dairy Review (23-001, 
40/$4). 
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Consumer Credit 
Consumer credit outstanding on the books of 
selected credit holders reporting monthly totalled 
$18.66 billion at the end of January, an increase 
of 14,6% from a year earlier. 

Outstanding balances held by these credit 
granlors in the latest month, with percentage 
changes from January 31. 1975: 
• Chartered banks' personal loans, $13.21 billion 

(210%). 
• Sales finance and consumer companies 

- small loans, $247 million (14.8%): 
- large loans, $1.49 billion (-0.2%): 
- retail instalment sales paper, $1.13 billion 
(-1 .1%): 

• Life insurance companies' policy loans, $1 .1 7 
billion (8.5%), 

• Department stores and furniture, television, 
radio and appliance st ores, $1 .35 billion (5.0%): 

• Quebec savings banks' personal loans. $58 
million (34.9%). 
Credit holders reporting quarterly had combi-

ned outstanding balances of $5.03 billion at the 
end of the fourth quarter 011975. Including these 
reporters, consumer credit outstanding at De-
cember 31 totalled $23.73 billion, up 15.4% from 
thn ond 011974. 

• 'r further information, order the January 
issue of Consumer Credit (61-004, 

• •: 	S3), or contact Retail Trade Section (613- 
')304 or Telex 053-3585). Merchandising 
Services Division, Statistics Canada, 

,va K1A 01/6. 

Pension Plans In Canada, 1974 
Membership in private pension plans in Canada 
reached a record 3.4 million workers at the 
beginning 011974. 

Annual employer and employee contributions 
made up by and on behalf of these employees 
amounted to over $2.99 billion. 

For further information, order Pension 
Plans in Canada, 1974 (74-401, $1.40). 
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Consumer Price Indexes for Regional Cities 
Consumer price indexes rose in all 14 regional 
cities in February with increases ranging from 
0.1°/s in Ottawa to 0.6% in Halifax, Quebec City 
and Montreal. Higher prices for housing - offset 
to some extent by lower prices tor food - were 
the main contributors to this change. 

Food indexes decreased in Ottawa and 
centres west, but increased in cities east of the 
nation's capital. Lower meat prices, particularly 
for beef, were largely responsible for the slowing 
down of food prices, but some of this was offset 
by higher prices for fresh fruit and vegetables. 

Substantial increases in housing indexes 
resulted from price increases for new houses, 
dwelling insurance, rents and selected items of 
household operation. 

Between February 1975 and February 1976, 
consumer price indexes rose in all regional cities, 
with increases recorded as follows. Thunder Bay, 
10.8%: Halifax. 10.6%, Winnipeg, 10.2%: Calgary, 
10.1%; St. John's, 99%: Saskafoon, 9.9%: 
Regina, 9.80/o: Edmonton, 97%; Saint John, 9.3%; 
Vancouver, 9.0%; Ottawa, 9.0%: Toronto, 8.8%; 
Montreal, 86%, and Quebec City, 8 3%. 

For further information, order the February 
1976 issue of Consumer Price Indexes for 
Regional Cities (62-009, 3001$3). 

Electric Power Statistics 
Net generation of electricity increased 3.4% in 
January to 27.5 billion kilowatt hours from 26.6 
billion kwh. a year earlier.  

Hydro generation decreased 1.7% in the latest 
month, thermal production increased 1 7 9%. 

For further information, order the January 
1976 issue of Electric Power Statistics (57-
001, 301$3), or contact David Madsen (613-
992-4021), Manufacturing and Primary Indus-
tries Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa 
K1A 0V6. 

The Wheat Review 
Total exports of wheat from the four traditional 
major exporters dui ing August-December 1975 
amounted to 985.5 million bushels, up 23% from 
the year-earlier level. Canadian wheat exports 
rose to 217.1 million bushels from 175.0 million 
bushels. 

Total supplies of wheat remaining in those 
countries at January 1, 1976 for export and for 
carryover at the end of their respective crop 
years amounted to 2,199.8 million bushels, an 
increase 0122% from the 1,796.7 million bushels 
on hand at the same date in 1975. 

Supplies were hmld as follows, in millions of 
bushels and with lat year's comparable figures 
in brackets: United Stales, 1,047.0 (804.6): 
Canada, 528.5 (501 7), Australia. 4099 (371 7), 
and Argentina. 2141(1 12.i 

For further information, order the January 
1976 issue of The Wheat Review (22-005, 
55e/$5.50). 

HOW TO ORDER 

Statistics Canada PublIcations 

Send initial order to: 
Publications Distribution, 
Room 1200, Man Building, 
Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A 0T6 

State.' 
Title of Report, 
Month, Quarter it Year of issue, 
Catalogue Number, 
Please enclose money order or cheque 
made payable to the order of: Receiver-
General for Canada. 
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Cata- Price per Cata- 	Price per 
logue issue/year logue 	issue/year 

AGRICULTURE Specified Chemicals, December 
Honey Production, 1975 23-007 35C 1975 46-002 	15c/$1.50 
Index Numbers of Farm Prices of Steel Ingots and Pig Iron, 
Agricultural Products, December February 1976 41 -002 	1 55/$1 .50 
1975 62-003 15C/$1.50 
Report on Livestock Surveys - 
Pigs, January 1, 1976 23-005 1$1 40 PRELIMINARY BULLETIN 
The Wheat Review, January 1974 Census of Manufacturers - $4.90 
1976 22-005 55e/$550 Knitted Fabric Manufacturers 34-215-p-2 	series 

CURRENT ECONOMIC ANALYSIS 
Canadian Statistical Review, SERVICE BULLETINS 

ebruary 1976 11 -003E 70c/$7 Electrical Products - Vol. 5, 
January 1976 No. 1, Domestic 

EXTERNAL TRADE Water Tank Heaters; No. 2, Electric 
Exports by Commodities, Lamps 43-007 	/$1.40 
December 1975 65-004 80/$8 Fabricated Metal Products - 

Vol. 5, No. 5, Domestic and Farm 
FINANCIAL FLOWS AND MULTI- Water Systems, January 1976 41-009 	1$2.80 
NATIONAL ENTERPRISES Fruit and Vegetable Preservation - 
Financial Flow Accounts, Third Vol. 4: No. 16, Pack of Processed 
Quarter 1975 13-002 $1 75/$7 Beets, 1975: No. 17, Pack of 
International Travel - Advance Processed Plums, 1975, No. 18, Pack 
Information, January 1976 66-002 15/$1.50 of Canned Pears, 1975; No. 19, 
Travel Between Canada and Other Pack of Processed Raspberries, 1975 
Countries, December 1975 66-001 70/$7 No. 20, Pack of Processed Apricots. 

1975; No. 21, Pack of Processed 
LABOUR Strawberries, 1975 J,. 	 ' .49 
Employment, Earnings and Hours. 
September 1975 72-002 70C/$7 MERCHANDISING AND SERVICES 

Department Store Sales by 
MANUFACTURING AND PRIMARY Regions, January 1976 63-004 	/$1.50 
INDUSTRIES Department Store Sales and 
Factory Sales of Electric Storage Stocks, November 1975 63-002 	40/$4 
Batteries, January 1976 43005 1 5/$1 .50 Farm Implement and Equipment Sales, 
Fisheries Statistics - Quebec, January 1976 63-009 	15/$1 50 
1974 24206 $1.05 Merchandising Inventories, 
Gas Utilities, November November 1975 63-014 	400/$4 
1975 55-002 30f/$3 Sales Financing, December 
Gypsum Products, January 1975 63-013 	30/$3 
1976 44-003 15i1/$1.50 
Inventories, Shipments and Orders 
in Manufacturing Industries, PRICES November 1975 31-001 55/$5.50 Farm Input Price Index, Fourlh Iron Ore, January 1976 26-005 15/$1.50 Quarter 1975 62-004 	35e/$1 .40 
Motor Vehicle Shipments, January 
1976 42-002 15c/$1.50 
Oils and Fats. November 1975 32-006 301 /$3 TRANSPORTATION AND 
Production, Shipments and Stocks COMMUNICATIONS 
on Hand of Sawmills in British Railway Carloadings, January 
Columbia, December 1975 35-003 30i1/$3 1976 52-001 	30a/$3 
Products Made from Canadian Clays, Shipping Report: Part IV, Origin 
December 1975 44-005 150/$1.50 and Destination for Selected Ports, 
Quarterly Shipments of Flush Type 1974 54-206 	$2.80 
Doors (Wood) by Canadian Manu- 
facturers, Quarter Ended December 
31, 1975 35-004 35C/S1 40 SERVICE BULLETIN 
Quarterly Shipments of Office Railway Transport - Vol. 6, No. 1, 
Furniture Products, Quarter Ended Railway Carloadings, January 
December 31, 1975 35-006 355/$1 .40 1976 IIrI 	 ' 	49 

7-1103-505 


