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Unemployment Insurance Payments LA STATISTICS 4 Change From
In 1975, net benefit paid 10 claimants under the N s P{f""’r‘:s Yea‘;bAQ"
Unemployment Insurance Act amounted to INCOME Latest Mont gt
$3.15 billion, an increase of 48% from the $2.12 verage We ;Eammgs §" R R Dec. 209.28p 213.09p 138
billion disbursed in 1974. Labour Incomé (§'miliion). ’> ............ Dec 7.398p  7526p 9.0
Net benefit paid in December reached $280 P, JOBS (QilON). . VA o 25 M -+ oo e Feb. 918 915 32
million, up 71% trom the December 1974 total of %ﬁ loyed .....u i P g P s, TR Feb. 800,000 800,000 85
$164 million. The average weekly benefit ai ORIES
$89.00 increased 13% from a year earlier Depaﬂgwm Store ($ miligA) ........ K. ... Dec 1338 1.668 32
The number of beneficiaries receiving unem- Manufatturers’ Owned ($§ million). .. 4. ... .. .. Jan 15541p 15459r 36
ployment insurance payments rose 14% to gacgees;éé\sﬂ))om ............. ¥ TR S Jan 6236 6,109 20
703.000 in December from 615.000 in Novem- Manufacturers “NevkQrders ($ gillion) ............ Jan 7.012p  7276¢ 78
ber. [ Manutacturers' U rde ($ million) . ......... Jan 9742p 9.780r -6.7
Claims received by U.I.C. offices numbered PRICES
335,000, up 29% from tbe previous month and up Consumer Price Index =100 T Feb. 1456 1451 9.1
1% from December 1974 industry Selling Price In SO, . .. ... Jan.* 1577 157 11 SI9
For further information, order the Decem- Wholesale Price Index (1935-39=100)............. Jan.* 501.7 500.8r 35
ber 1975 issue of Advance Unemployment CONSTRUCTION Year-10-dale
Insurance Statistics (73-001-p, no charge) or Bulidtlng Pe(rmns ($ mx!hon) ot dipene o - A lﬁec 1811058% :(?) 220 ;j 1
Statistical Report on the Operation of the Eﬁléshrgvsms — Urban Centres (unit$)........... Jan 248 0 )
tgomployment Insurance -Act (73-001, Coal Proguction (thousand 10NS). . . ............... Dec® 2553 27828 210
#Jéf54), or contact George Fincham (613- Electricity Generation (billion kwh.)................ Jan 2% i) 34
‘ #461), Labour Division, Statistics Cana- Natural Gas Production (billion cu. ft)............. June 265.1 17318 -09
- Ottawa K1A 0V1, Petroleum Refining (million barrels) ...... - -y . Dec 5.5 522.0 -38
FOREIGN TRAD
Exports — Cusloms Basis ($ million).............. feb: 2 92§ 5,753 103
Motor Vehicle Production 3%‘83351%320'“5 Basis ($ million).............. Feb* 2902 5.801 70
Canadian production of motor vehicles reached Motor Vehicles (thousand units) .................. Feb*® 1359 2780 % 875
135900 units in February, up 27.0% trom Steel (ingots — thousand 1oNS) .. ..........veee... Feb 1,083 2.241 -70
107.041 a year earlier. SALES
Passenger car production increased to 95,120 Department Store Sales (3 million) . ..........c..... Jan 396.1 396.1 19.0
units In the latest month trom 77,151 and Manutaciurers” Shipments ($ million).............. Jan 7.050 7.050 102
production of commercial vehicles rose to New Motor Vehicle Sales ($ million)............... Jan,‘ 4129 4129 110
40,780 units from 29,890 in February 1975, HetaMSales (S mlen) . m el .. Sve e aen s Jan 3,946 3946 202
For the first two months of 1976, production of WholesalesSales (Gsmillap)l s . ..o, 0% L0 Jan. 3465 3465 133
motor vehicles totalled 273.683 units, an n- Statistics are not seasonally adjusted. p - preliminary. r - revised. * - new this week.
crease of 37.5% from the January-February 1975
figure of 199,071 units
For turther information, order the February
1976 issue of Motor Vehicle Shipments (42- Capital Expenditures, Canada, 1967-75 and Intentions 1976
002, 15¢/%1.50). Billions Billions
of Dotlars {Current Dollars) of Dollars
30 — — 30
Department Store Sales and Stocks
Department store sales reached $396.1 million in Gonstilion
January, an increase of 19.0% from $3328 25 — e 29
million in January 1975
Sales rose in 35 of the 40 departments in the
latest month; the largest gains were recorded by 20 — Machinery and Equipment = 20
furs (60.4%) and meais and lunches (53.5%)
All provinces reporied increased sales over
January 1975 with a high of 33.8% tor Saskatche- o= — 15
wan. Sales were up 25.9% in Montreal, 16.3% in
Winnipeg, 10.8% in Toronto and 9.4% in Vancou- :
ver =g
Invéantonies held in January (at selling price)
srmre valued at $1.47 billion, up 24 6% froma year >
i i._tl:r" e ~ - b
; j i RSN ESEN
for further information, order the January PN N i
1976 issue of Department! Store Sales and e }5;‘5’ v N - ; e a2
Stocks (63-002. 40¢/%4), or contact the Re!a(’l 1968 1969 1970 1971 1972 1973 7 1976 =
ST’;_'agd:n393(;,;3129{565;3”319:"9‘3?:’)18 'g:’é:::g; Source: Private and Pubfic Investment in Canada, Outiook 1976 |61-205) » |ntentions
Ottawa K1A OVv4.




Private and Public Investment in Canada,
Outlook 1976

Capital spending in Canada by all sectors of the
economy during 1976 is expected to reach
$42,189 million, an increase of 11% over the
1975 level of $38,121 million. (These estimates
are in current dollars without any adjustment for
price increase developing between the two
years).

Intended capital expenditures on new
construction in 1976 are estimated at $26,964
million. an increase of 12% over the 1975 total of
$24,006 million. Comparable rates of increase in
preceding years were 16% in 1975, 22% in 1974
and 17% in 1973. The lower percentage gain for
1976 reflects the diverging patterns of residential
and non-residential construction. as outlays for
housing are expected to increase 23% during the
year whereas non-residential construction is
expected to rise only 8%. The comparable
pattern during 1975 was 4% and 22%., res pecti-
vely. Housing estimates reflect 231,000 starts in
1975 and a projected 235,000 starts in 1976. The
acquisition of new machinery and equipment
during the current year is expected to amount to
$15.225 million, 8% above the $14,115 million
last year.

Capital spending intentions of the business
group in 1976 are shown at $26.338 million, 9%
above the $24207 million iast year, while
intentions of institutions and government depart-
ments are estimated at $6,986 million in 1976,
less than 5% over the total of $6,684 million in
1975.

The mining, petroleum and gas groupregisters
the largest expansion for 1976, due mostly to
expenditures by the metal mining group and by
the petroleum and gas industry, which includes
oil sands development. Ulilities continue to
reflect strength largely from capital programs for
electric power, telephones and urban transit
systems.

intended capital outlays in manufacturing are
shown as increasing 6% in 1976 as a result of
expansions in capacity for chemicals (including
industrial chemicals and heavy water), paper and
non-metallic mineral products. Increases for
these groups more than offset declines for
industnes such as transportation equipment and
primary metals.

in the remainder of the business sector, the
maost notable increase shown is for the agricul-
ture and fishing group at 14%. Inthe trade sector,
wholesale trade is to rise 16% largely because of
a special program of machinery and equipment
acquisition in one area. Expenditures on retail
installations are up 7%. The total tor commercial
services is estimated to decrease 9% from 1975,
reflecting the concluding phase of expenditures
on installations for the Olympic Games.

These advance estimates are preliminary
and subject to revision during the current
compilations of provincial detailed estimates
for the publication Private and Public Invest-
ment in Canada, OQutlook 1976 (61-205, $1.05)
to be released in April.
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Coal and Coke Statistics

Production of coal in Canada increased 11.9%in
December to 2.55 million tons from 2.28 million
tons in December 1974. Imports rose to 1.95
million tons from 1.09 million tons.

Industrial consumers used 2.10 million tons of
coal in the latest month (up 399,308 tons from a
year earlier) and 90827 tons of coke (down
453,359 tons)

For turther information, order the Decem-
ber 1975 issue of Coal and Coke Siatistics
(45-002, 40¢/$4), or contact David Madsen
(613-992-4021), Energy and Minerals Sec-
tion, Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A OV6.

General Wholesale Price Index

(1935-39=100)

The general wholesale price index advanced

0.2% in January to 501.7 from 500.8 (revised) in

December 10 stand 3.5% higher than the January

1975 level of 484 7 Five of the eight major groups

included in the total index increased while two

decreased and one remained unchanged from
the previous month.

The non-metallic minerals group index rose
1.1% in January reflecting price hikes for cement
(13.4%), crushed stone (10.9%), building stone
(7.6%) and plaster (4.0%). The iron products
group moved up 0.8% due to anincrease of 1. 9%
in the price of tinplate and galivanized sheets.
Vegetable products increased 0.8% with in-
creases for potatoes (30.9%}) and fresh vegeta-
bles (12.9%). The wood products group index
advanced 0.6% as prices rose 6.0% for spruce
and 3.4% for cedar.

Lower prices for livestock (-5.1%), fresh meats
(-4.0%) and cured meats (-1.9%) accounted for a
decrease of 1.6% in the animal products group.

Over the 12 months from January 1975, the
following percentage changes were recorded for
the major group indexes:

e Non-metallic minerals, 12.4%; iron products,
12.2%; animal products, 10.1%; wood pro-
ducts, 85%; textile products, 5.0%: chemical
products, 2.9%; non-ferrous metals including
gold. 0.6%:; and vegetable products, -11.3%.
For further information, order the January

1976 issue of Prices and Price Indexes (62-

002, 55¢/$5.50).

(1971=100)

The seasonally-adjusted index of real domestic
product remained at 118.4 in January, unchan-
ged from the December level. Qutput of goods-
producing industries rose 04% but service-
producing industries registered an 0.2% decline.

Within the goods-producing industries, in-
creases were recorded for mines. quarries and
oil wells, manufacturing, utilities and construc-
tion.

In mining, strength was shown by metal mines,
and to a lesser extent, by non-metal mines.
Mineral fuels were down due to lower production
of crude petroleum. In manutacturing, the major
increase was in pulp and paper mills, with smaller
gains for sawmills and metal fabricating indus-
tries. The growth in utilities output was mostly due
to an increase in gas distribution. Increased
residential and non-residential building activity
accounted for the rise in construction output.

In the service-producing industries, several
conflicting movements were recorded, with
transportation showing a small gain and trade
output declining. In transportation, railway trans-
port advanced due to increased shipments of
newsprint and mineral products. In {rade,
wholesale trade grew on the strength of higher
sales of farm and industrial equipment and
machinery; however, retail trade declined, mainly
due 10 a decrease in sales of new motor vehicles
following the re-imposition of the 7% Ontario
sales tax on new motor vehicles.

For further information, order the January
1976 issue of Indexes of Real Domesr'i'

Real Domestic Product .

Product by Industry (including the Index
Industrial Production), (61-005, 40¢/$4), o
contact RW. Collins (613-995-0443), industry
Product Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa
K1A OT6.

Radio Air-Time Sales

Sales of advertising to national advertisers on AM
and FM radio stations totalled $5.1 million in
December, an increase of 18.6% from a year
earlier. Agency and other commissions reduced
gross national sales to $4.2 million.

Net local air-time sales were reported at $13.9
million in the latest month, up 10.3% from
December 1974,

For turther information, order the Commu-
nications Service Bulletin (56-001, $1.40 per
year), or contact J.R. Slattery (613-996-9276),
Transportation and Communications Divi-
sion, Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A 0T6.

THESE REPORTS SCHEDULED
FOR COMING TWO WEEKS
Building Permits, January
Consumer Credit, February
Consumer Price Movements, March

Department Store Sales by Regions.
February

Housing Starts and Compieticons
February

New Motor Vehicle Sales, February
The Labour Force, March




Travel to Work Survey

Tumtistics Canada has conducted a series of five

Trmvi2l to Work surveys since November 1973.

Thiz results of the latest survey done in October

15745 have now been released and following are

same of the highlights:

¢ Between November 1973 and October 1975,

ihe number of private passenger automobiles

used to transport Canadians to work increased
by 391608 (8.6%) to 4935697 while the

L.abour Force increased by 349,883 persons.

The number of commuters using public

transportation decreased 4.5%, from 1,288,266

14 1,172,583 petween the same two dates.

In October 1975 Canadians were making 15.9

miflion person trips per day travelling to and

from work and were logging 134 million miles,
using all modes of transportation.

Gas consumed per day journeying to and from

work amounted to approximately 58 million

gallons — or at a rate of 1.5 billion gallons per
year.

e Approximately 20.0% of all net sales of motor
gasoline in Oclober 1975 was consumed by
private passenger automobiles travelling to
and from work.

® In metropolitan areas, 77% of all commuters

have public transportation available to their

place of work. . . . this dechnes to 52% at the

Canada level

Drivers of private passenger cars in metropoli-

tan areas take 9to 12 minutes less goingto and

coming from work than commuiers using
iblic transportation.

For further information on this survey,

please contact D. Higgins (613-995-9689),

Education, Science and Culture Division,

Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A OT6.

Sales Financing

Sales finance companies purchased $188.5
million of retail finance paper in January, an
increase of 16.2% from a year earlier.

The total for the latest month comprised $45.6
million for passenger cars, $26.2 million for other
consumer goods, $72.9 miilion for commercial
vehicles and $43.7 million for other commercial
and industrial goods.

Wholesale financing undertaken by these
companies in the fourth quarter of 1975 amoun-
ted to $1.91 billion, up 8.4% from the correspon-
ding period in 1974

For further information, order the January
1976 issue of Sales Financing (63-013,
30¢/3%3).

HOW TO ORDER
Statistics Canada Publications

Send initial order to:

Publications Distribution,

Room 1200, Main Building.
Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A 076

State:

Tille of Report,

Month, Quarter or Year of issue,
Catalogue Number.

Please enclose money order or cheque
made payable to the order of: Receiver-
General for Canada.
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Preliminary Statement of Canadian Trade
Measured on a balance-of-payments basis,
Canada’'s seasonally-adjusted merchandise
exports in February rose 9.5% from the preceding
month lo a level of $3.13 billion while imports rose
less than 2% to $3.09 billion. The merchandise
trade balance swung to a surplus of $47 million
from the deficit of $167 million (revised) in
January.

Seasonally-adjusted exports, on a customs
basis, increased 3.8% (o a record level of $3.18
billion in February. The value of shipments to the
United States rose 8.1% to $2.13 billion but
exports to other countnes fell 3.9% to $1.05
billion. Within the overseas area, exports were
higher in the latest month to Japan and the United
Kingdom, but lower to other countries.

Some 70% of the February gain in exports was
attributable to autoamotive and related products.
Crude petroleum shipments to the U S. declined
almost $100 million in the month.

Seasonally-adjusted imports increased 1.4%
to $3.17 billion in February. Imports from the U.S.
rose 122% to $2.24 billion. There were small
increases n imports from member countries of
the European Economic Community and from
Japan but imports from other overseas countries
declined substantially.

The increase in February imports was concen-
trated in automotive products (up some $200
million) and in other machinery and equipment
(up $50 million). In contrast, imports of crude
petroleum dropped by $150 million from the
month before.

For {urther information on area and com-
modity trade, order the February 1976 issue of
Summary of External Trade (65-001,40¢/$4).

Gas Utllities
Canadian consumers purchased 141.4 hillion
cubic feet of natural gas in December, up 5.1%
trom a year earlier. Exports decreased 3.8% to
83.2 billion cubic feet.

Cumulative sales of natural gas for 1975
totalied t.32 trillion cubic feet, an increase of
0.8% from the 1974 total of t 31 trillion cubic feet.

For further information, order the Decem-
ber 1975 issue of Gas Utilities (55-002,
30¢/83), or contact R. Peacock (613-992-
4021), Energy and Minerals Section, Statis-
tics Canada, Ottawa K1A OV6.

Major Appliance Sales

Sales of home laundry equipment were higher in

January, but Can.dian manufacturers’ domestic

sales of most other major appliances were down

from year-earlier levels.

Major appliance sales recorded by these
manulacturers in the latest month, with percen-
tage changes from January 1975 in brackets:
e Refrigerators, 32.161 (-3.6%), home and farm

freezers, 34,858 (3.9%),
® Stoves and ranges (electric), 24,861 (-8.5).

& Automatic washing machines, 25,442 (61 .4%);
electric and gas clothes dryers, 23,859
(43.5%);

® Television sets. 32,479 (-8.1%)
Manufacturers sales in January of 29,114

Canadian-made colour television sets represen-

ted an increase ol 0.3% from a year earlier; black-

and-white sel sales dropped 468% to 3,365

units.

For {urther information, order the January
1976 issue: Reirigerators and Freezers (43-
001, 15¢/$1.50); Stoves and Furnaces (41-
005, 30¢/83); Domestic Washing Machines
and Clothes Dryers (43-002, 15¢/$1.50); and
Radio and Television Receiving Sets (43-004,
30¢/%3).

Railway Carioadings
Railways in Canada carried a total of 18.9 million
tons of revenue Ireight in February, down 0.2%
from a year earlier. Rail shipments received from
U.S. connections rose 9.4% to 2.0 miliion tons

On a commodity basis, significant declines
were noted in loadings of: pulpwood (-61.1%);
sulphur  (-57.6%); trailer-on-flat-car trafhc
(-40.9%). newsprint paper (-400%), and
potash (-28.1%) Increases were recorded for:
coal (38.8%); cupper-nickel ores and concen-
trates (19.0%); and iron ore (4.4%).

Cumulatively, rail freight traffic aggregated
36.9 million tons in the first two months of 1975, a
decrease of 4.6% from January-February 1975
Movements of pulpwood, newsprint paper,
sulphur and loaded highway transport trailers
were all notably iower in the fatest period

For turther information, order the February
1976 issue of Railway Carloadings (52-001,
30¢/$3),
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