CATALOGUE 11-002E

L

Weekly Bulletin

Gross National Product(GNP)

The economic recovery gained considera-
ble momentum in the first quarter of 1976 as
Gross National Product, seasonally adjus-
ted at annual rates, increased 4.4% 1o a
level of $176.5 billion; after adjustment for
price changes, real GNP grew 2.7%. This
was the fourth consecutive quarterly
increase in output volume since the
recovery began and it left real GNP over 5%
higher than at the trough of the recession
one year ago.

However, most of the first-quarter growth
was due to a massive re-stocking of
inventories rather than a strengthening of
final demand; in fact. both gross fixed
capital formation and personal expenditure
on goods declined. As a result, the 0.7%
increase in real final domestic demand was
well below the growth in real GNP

The first quarter aiso saw a deterioration

the external sector as the balance of

afid@ in goods and services fell despite a
lairty large rise in exporns.

The swing in inventories from a liquida-
tion of almost $2 billion in the fourth quarter
of 1975 to an accumulation of $2.5 billionin
the first three months of 1976 more than
compensated for these weaknesses and
was responsible for strengthening the
recovery after its relatively weak start last
year. The fact that the inventory swing
dominated the quarter to the extent that it
did may be cause for some concern: first,
because inventory accumulation is aimost
certainly not sustainable at anythingiike the
first-quarter rate; and second, because
there are some grounds for believing that
some of it may have been unintended.

For further information, order National
Income and Expenditure Accounts, First
Quarter 1976 (13-001, $1.05/84.20).

Wholesale Trade

Wholesale merchants’ sales in April were
estimated at $4.17 billion, up 14.3% from
April 1975.

In the consumer goods trades, the
tobacco, confectionery and soft drinks
component shéwed a gain of 38.2%. In the
mdustrial goods trades, sales of tarm
asihinery rose 47.5% from a year earlier.

Wholesale inventories were valued at

8% billion in the latest month, up 7.5%
o April 1975.

For further information, order the April
1976 issue of Wholesale Trade (63-008,
15¢/$1.50).
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LATEST MONTHLY STATISTICS

EMPLOYMENT, INCOME

Average Weekly Earnings ($) Mar.

Labour income ($ million)............... . Mar.*
Persons with Jobs (million).................. May

Unemployes® s, L WS, | 0 o cee o ane albrororc ¥ May

INVENTORIES

Department Store ($ million) ........c.oeveivennen.. Apr.*
Manufaclurers’ Owned ($ milhion) ................. Apr.*
Wholesale (S million) .. ....ooivrnieieninnnnnnn. Apr.*
ORDERS

Manufacturers’ New Orders ($ million) ............ Apr.®
Manufacturers' Unfilled Orders ($ million).......... Apr.*
PRICES

Consumer Price index (1971=100)................ May

industry Selling Price index (1971=100) ........... Apr.

Wholesale Price Index (1935-39=100)............. Apr.

CONSTRUCTION
Building Permits ($ million)
Housing Starts — Urban Centres (units)....
ENERGY

Coal Production (thousand tons)

Change From

Previous Year Ago
Latest Month ~ Month %
22188p 21962p 134
8191p 8,089p 1618
958 9.31 1.8
708.000 769.000 29
2,008 1,558 a7
16,198p 16.273r 44
6.888 6.777 7S
8401p 8,403r 19.1
9952p 9.871r -6.1
1480 1468 89
159.4 1589r 58
509.2 505.2r 515
Year-to-date
945.0p 21838 343
12,734 36,799 1004
! 2490 5008 158
Electricity Generation (terawatt hours). . . Apr. 236 102.8 4.7
Natural Gas Production (billion cu. ft.)............. Sept. 260.1 2,536.6 0.6
Petroleum Retining (million barrels) ............... Apr.*® 47.5 2025 -23
FOREIGN TRAD
Exports — Customs Basis ($ million).............. Apr. 3,043 11,755 14.1
Imports — Customs Basis ($ million).............. Apr. SuISE 12273 10.1
PRODUCTION
Motor Vehicles (thousand unitS) ........ooovevennn Apr. 1574 593.0 285
Steel (ingots — thousand tonS) . ....covuieininn, May 1,242 5952 -4.6
SALES
Department Store Sales ($ million)................ Apr. 523.0 1,706.6 17.4
Manutacturers’ Shipments ($ million) . ...o...o.un. Apr.* 8,319p 31,579 14.5
New Motor Vehicle Sales ($ million)............... Apr. 7958 2,397.5 16.7
Retail Sales ($ million).......... o Tull Apr. 4851 16,656 16.2
Wholesale Sales ($ million) ...................... Apr* 4171 15,569 15.1

Statistics are not seasonally adjusted. p - preliminary. r - revised. * - new this week.

Canada's Gross National Product (GNP)
Quarter-to-Quarter Change

All data Seasonally Adjusted
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Real Domestic Product

(1971=100)

The seasonally-adjusted index of real
domestic product rose 0.5%in Aprilto 120.7
from 120.1 in March.

Most of the latest month's advance
originated in the goods-producing indus-
tries where output increased almost 1%.
Production in these industries has risen for
six consecutive months now, and in April
was at a level 7% higher than that of
October 1975

The major contributors to the April
advance in goods-producing industries
were forestry, pulp and paper manufactu-
rers, motor vehicle manufacturers, agricul-
ture and the non-metallic mineral products
manufacturing industries. The gains in
forestry and pulp and paper could be linked
to the end of strikes in pulp and paper mits.
in motor vehicle manufacturing, production
levels in April were up 18% from a year
earlier. The increase in mining was attribu-
table to increases in iron ore miningandthe
first rise in crude petroleum and natural gas
output since September 1975.

For the service-producing industries,
there was a small advance in April. Retail
trade was up 0.9% with department stores
and food stores showing the largest gains.
Over the October 1375 to April 1976 period,
output of service-producing industries
moved up 2%. Trade and transportation,
storage and communication contributed
the major increases while public adminis-
tration and defence decreased more than
1%.

For further information, order the Aprif
1976 issue of Indexes of Real Domestic
Product by Industry (including the index of
industrial production), (61-005, 40¢/84), or
contact R.W. Collins (613-995-0443), industry
Product Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa
K1A OT6.

Motor Carrier Passenger

and Urban Transit, 1974

Preliminary results from the passenger bus
and urban ftransit survey show that 150
inter-city and urban transit companies in
Canada had gross operating revenues of
$485 million in 1974.

For further information, contact the Chief,
Surface Transportation Section (613-996-
9276), Transportation and Communications
Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A 0T6.

THESE REPORTS SCHEDULED
FOR COMING TWO WEEKS

Building Permits, April

Department Store Sales by Regions,
May

Employment, Earnings and Hours,
April

Motor Vehicle Production, May

New Motor Vehicie Sales, May

Summary of Foreign Trade, May

NEW PUBLICATIONS

Canada 1976

This year's edition of Statistics
Canada’'s annual showpiece publica-
tion has just been published and is
maintaining its traditional reputation
as one of the country’s most popular
periodicals.

The 365-page Handbook pictures
recent economic, social and cultural
developments in Canada in giving its
complete but concise portrait of the
nation in review.

Superbly-illustrated, Canada 1976
contains some 300 photographs —
250 in full colour. Work from many of
the country’'s leading photographers
are included along with articles from
recognized specialists in a number of
different fields.

A total of 272,000 copies are being
printed in English and French for
distribution in Canada and abroad.
Canada 1976 (catalogue 11-203-E) is
priced at $2.75 per copy ($3.30 outside
Canada) and is available from selected
bookstores as well as Canadian Go-
vernment Bookstores and Publications
Distribution, Statistics Canada.

Housing Starts

New residential construction activity remai-
ned at a high level in March with housing
starts in Canadian centres of 10,000
population and over more than doubling to
12,734 units from 6,261 a year earlier.

Housing starts recorded in the latest
month, by province and with March 1975
figures in brackets: Ontario, 5,010 (2,260):
Quebec, 2,840 (1,453); British Columbia,
1,860 (1,168); Alberta, 1,755 (813); Manito-
ba. 508 (78); Saskatchewan, 414 (122),
New Brunswick, 195 (64); Nova Scotia, 138
(230); Newfoundland, 12 (73); and Prince
Edward Island, 2 (—).

For the first three months of 1976,
housing starts in urban centres totalled
36.799 units, up 100.4% from 18,367 in
January-March 1975.

For further information, order the March
1976 issue of Housing Starts and Compile-
tions (64-002, 40¢/$4).

Roads and Bridges, 1974

Statistics on general contractors primarily
engaged in road and bridge building have
been compiled in a publication scheduled
for early release. The report provides
financial and operational data on the
industry, which included 929 establish-
ments in Canada withtotalrevenues of $1.8
billion in 1974.

For further information, order The High-
way, Road, Street and Brigdge Contracting
Industry, 1974 (64-206, $1.05), or contact G.
Beauchamp or Mrs. L. Hunton (613-994-
9795), Construction Division, Statistics Cana-
da, Ottawa K1A 0Z6.

Labour Income

Total labour income for March was estima-
ted at $8.19 billion, up 15.3% from March
1975.

Adjusted for seasonal variations tha.
March estimate of $8.33 billion showei! 4n
increase of 0.7% from February. Wages and
salaries in the goods-producing indusiries
advanced 0.3% while those in the service-
producing industries rose 0.8%.

During the first quarter of 1976,
seasonally-adjusted labour income increa-
sed by 4.5% as compared to the gain of
2.0%recorded inthe previous quarter. Two-
thirds of this acceleration in the rate of
growth was attributable to the cessation of
major industrial disputes which severely
affected totals in the fourth quarter of 1975;
the inclusion of large indexation payments,
made to Quebec public sector employees,
in the third quarter which further dampened
the fourth-quarter advance; and to increa-
sed employer contribution—effective the
beginning of 1976—to publicly-controlled
welfare plans.

For further information, order the March
1976 issue of Estimates of Labour Income
(72-005, 40¢/$4), or contact Mrs. G. Gauthier
{613-995-8067), Labour Division, Statistics
Canada, Ottawa K1A 0V2.

Radio Air-Time Sales

Gross national AM and FM radio air-time
sales totalled $5.7 million in March, down
55% from a year earlier. Agency and othe
commissions left net national sales at §4.%
million.

Net local air-time sales were reports:! &i
$12.3 million in the latest month, &n
increase of 8.2% from March 1975.

For further information, order the Commu-
nications Service Bulletin (56-001, $1.40 per
year), or contact J.R. Slattery (613-996-9276),
Transportation and Communications Divi-
sion, Statistics Canada, Ottawa Ki1A 0T6.

Refined Petroleum Products

Canadian refineries produced 47.5 million
barrels of refined petroleum products in
April, down 5.5% from a year earlier.

Net sales of refined petroleum products
at 45.4 million barrels in the latest month
showed a drop of 5.0% from April 1975.

For further information, order the April
1976 issue of Refined Petroleum Products
(45-004, 40¢/%4).

HOW TO ORDER
Statistics Canada Publications

Send initial order to:

Publications Distribution,

Room 1200, Main Building.
Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A 075,
State:

Title of Report,
Month, Quarter or Year of Issus; .
Catalogue Number.

Please enclose money order or
cheque made payable to the order of:
Receiver-General for Canada.




Pension Plans in Canada, 1974

fn 1973 combined contributions of aver $5
tillion were paid into public and private
marpungs-related programmes made up of
e anada/Quebec Pension Plans, Regis-
{a¢ad Retirement Savings Plans and private
pENsion plans.

The most comprehensive of these
programmes in terms of coverage is the
Canada/Quebec Pension Plan; participa-
tion is mandatary for all paid workers,
whether employee or self-employed, over
age 18. Contributions to the Canada/Que-
bec Pension Plan on behalf of what
amounts to virtually the entire labour force
totalied $1.31 billion in 1973. By contrast,
over the same period well over $2.99 billion
was paid into private pension plans on
behalf of only 40% of the paid workersinthe
labour force.

At the beginning of 1974, there were in
existence some 15,853 occupational pen-
sion plans and membership in these plans
had reached a record level of 3.42 million
persons. Pension plans were in operationin
virtually all industrial sectors butthe degree
of caverage varied from 1.0% of workers in
agriculture to 98.0% in public administra-
tion.

For further information, order Pension
Plans in Canada, 1974 (74-401, $2.10).

Report on Job Vacancies

Fruliminary estimates for the three months
gnded May 31 show a decrease in the

.avm age number of vacant jobs from the

comparable period a year earlier. Vacan-

s for full-time, part-time and casual jobs

decreased to 50,000 from 67.800.

Vacancies for full-time jobs dropped 26%
to 44,900. The number of longer-term
vacancies—jobs unfilled for more than four
weeks—fell 46% to 14,000

For every 1,000 existing jobs in the latest
three-manth period, six were vacant, a
decrease of three vacancies per thousand
jobs from last year. The highest job
vacancy rates occurred in Alberta, Mani-
toba and Saskatchewan while the lowest
rates were shown in Newfoundland and the
Pacific Region.

For further information, contact J.A. Bou-
cek (613-992-2006) or Ms. M. Beaubien (613-
996-7148), Labour Division, Statistics Cana-
da, Ottawa K1A OV1.

Telephone Indusiry Statistics

Canadian telephone systems reported net
operating revenue of $85.5 million in April,
an increase of 36.2% from April 1975.

Grossoperating revenues of the 13 major
telephone companies rose rose 19.5% to
$265.7 million in the latest month; operating
expenses advanced 13.0% to $180.2 mil-
llon
. L onstruction expenditures of these firms

gl $140.3 milion in April showed an
imtiaase of 0.5% from a year earlier.

For further information, order Communica-
tions Service Bulletin (56-001, $1.40 per year),
Vol. 6, No. 14, Monthly Telephone Statistics,
April 1976.
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Railway Carloadings

Canadian railways reported loadings of
23.3 million tons of revenue freight in May,
up 1.1% from a year earlier. Traftic received
from United States connections (inciuded
above) rose 11.8% to 2.3 million tons.

On a commodity basis, significant in-
creases were noted in loadings of iron are
{up 23.6% 1o 5.8 million tons) and wheat (up
12.2% to 1.9 million tons). Traffic losses
from May 1975 were recorded for: coal
{down 31.2%); lumber (down 19.3%);
potash (down 179), sand, gravel and
crushed stone (down 16.3%). and other
grains (down 12.6).

Cumulatively, rail freight traffic in the first
five months of 1976 aggregated 102.8
million tons, an increase of 0.4% from
January-May 1975. Notably higher in the
latest period were movements of iron ore,
copper ores and concentrates and coal;
declines were recorded for pulpwood, logs,
newsprint paper, wheat and sand, gravel
and crushed stone.

For further information, order the May 1976
issue of Railway Carloadings (52-001,
30¢/83), or contact J.R. Slattery (613-996-
9276), Transportation and Communications
Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A OT6.

Sales Financing

Sales finance companies purchased
$2579 million of retail finance paper in
April, an increase of 14.1% from a year
earlier.

The total for the latest month comprised
$76.0 million for passenger cars, $28.1
million for other consumer goods, $105.0
million tor commercial vehicles and $48.8
million tor other commercial and industrial
goads.

Wholesale financing undertaken by
these companies in the first quarter of 1976
amounted to $1.51 billion, up 4.6% from
January-March 1975.

For further information, order the April
1976 issue of Sales Financing (63-013,
30¢/33).

Department Store Sales and Stocks
Department staore sales reached $521.2
millien in April, an increase of 20.9% from
$431.0 million in April 1975.

Sales rose in 39 of the 40 departments in
the latest month; the largest gains were
recorded by men's and boys' footwear
{57.8%) and toys and games (39.9%).

All provinces reported increased sales
over April 1975 with a high of 36.2% for
Quebec. Increases for metropolitan areas
included: Montreal, 385%; Winnipeg,
14.3%; Toronto, 14.1%; and Vancouver,
2.8%.

inventories held in April (at selling price)
were valued at $2.01 biliion, up 31.7% from
a year earlier.

For further information, order the April
1976 issue of Department Store Sales and
Stocks (63-002, 40¢/84), or contact the Retail
Trade Section (613-996-8304), Merchandi-
sing and Services Division, Statistics Canada,
Ottawa K1A 0V4.

The Wheat Review

Total exports of wheat from the four
traditional major exporters during the
August 1975-April 1976 period amounted
to 1,552.0 million bushels, up 11% from the
year-earlier level. Canadian wheat exparts
rose to 314.9 million bushels from 274.3
million bushels.

Total supplies of wheat remaining in
Canada, the United States, Australia and
Argentina at May 1, 1976 for export and for
carryover at the end of their respective crop
years amounted to 1,594.5 million bushels,
an increase of 35% from the 1,184.9 million
bushels on hand at the same date in 1975.

Supplies were held as follows, in millions
of bushels and with last year's comparable
figures in brackets: United States, 742.9
(469.8); Canada, 434.0 (415.6); Australia,
276.4 (236.0); and Argentina, 141.2 (63.5).

For further information, order the May 1976
issue of The Wheat Review (22-005,
55¢/$5.50).



AGRICULTURE

Field Crop Reporting Series —
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Fruit and Vegetable Production,
June 1976

Grain Milling Statistics,

April 1976
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Agricultural Products, April 1976
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April 1976

Quarterly Bulietin of Agricultural
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1975

The Wheat Review, May 1976
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1974
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Particle Board, April 1976
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