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Employment, Earnings and Hours
Average weekly earnings in Canadian
industry at $234.27 in October were up
10.0% from $212.90 a year earlier.

First estimates show that (unadjusted)
average weekly earnings (by province)
were highest in British Columbia ($267.06).
followed by Alberta ($24592), Ontario
($235.29). Newfoundland ($228.98), Que-
bec ($226.41), Saskatchewan ($221.83),
Manitoba ($216.01), New Brunswick
($207.86). Nova Scotia ($198.82) and
Prince Edward Island ($175.89).

Average weekly earnings in October (by
industry division) were as follows: construc-
tion, $342.70; mining, $326.15; forestry,
$301.13; transportation, communication
and other utilities, $269.62; manufacturing,
$247 58 finance, insurance andreal estate,
$215.29; trade, $181.22; and service,

=1 582.63
.Cnmpared with October 1975, average

iourly earnings were up 13.2%in manufac-
g, 11.2% in mining and 10.8% in
construction.

For further information, order the October
1976 issue of Employment, Earnings and
Hours (72-002, 70¢/$7), or contact R. Ouel-
fette (613-992-5613), Labour Division, Statis-
tics Canada, Ottawa K1A 0V2.

Department Store Sales by Regions
Department stores sales rose to $669.6
million in November, up 12.3% from a year
earlier, Increases were recorded in all
regions of Canada.

Department store sales by regions forthe
latest month, with percentage gains over
November 1975 in brackets:
® Ontario, $254.0 million (14.0%); Quebec,

$1259 million (12.2%); British Columbia

$99.5 million (6.2%); Alberta, $83.7 million

(12.5%); Atlantic Provinces. $47.1 million

(18.1%); Manitoba, $40.1 million (12.7%);

and Saskatchewan, $19.4 million (8.6%).

For further information, order the Novem-
ber 1976 issue of Department Store Sales by
Regions (63-004, $1.50 per year).

Urban Transit
Urban transit systems carried 107.9 million
@ passengers in November and had
raling revenues amounting to $35.6
riikon. Revenue vehicle-miles run totalled
29.3 million.
For further information, order the Novem-
ber 1976 issue of Urban Transit (53-003,
15¢/$1.50).
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Farm Cash Recelpis

Farmers' cash receipts from farming opera-
tions in all provinces except Newfoundland
totalled an estimated $8,937.5 million in the
January-November period of 1976, down
1.0% from the $9,024.9 million realized
during the corresponding period of 1975.

These estimates include: cash receipts
from the sale of farm products; Canadian
Wheat Board participation payments on
previous years' grain crops; cash advances
on farm-stored grains in Western Canada;
and deficiency payments made by the
Agricultural Stabilization Board. No deduc-
tion was made for the cost incurred by
farmers in the production of the commodi-
ties sold.

Total payments made to farmers in-the
first 11 months of 1976, by province.and
with year-earlier figures in brackets:
® Ontario, $2413.2 million ($2,321.7 mil-

lion); Saskatchewan, $2,152.2 million

($2,332.4 million); Alberta, $1,672.3 mil-

lion ($1,697.0 million); Quebec, $1,226.5

million {$1,202.1 - ‘million);~ Manitoba,
$816.3 million ($850.3 miliion); British

Columbia, $360.0 million ($364.0 million);

Nova Scotia, $107.2 million ($101.1

million); New Brunswick, $98.3 million

($84.9 million); and Prince Edward Island,

$91 .5 million ($71.4 million).

For further information, order the Novem-
ber 1976 issue of Farm Cash Receipts (21-
001, 30¢/83), or contact €.S. Boyko (613-994-
9876), Agriculture Division, Statistics
Canada, Ottawa K1A OL7.

General Wholesale Price Index

(1935-39=100)

The general wholesale price index rose

0.9% in November to 515.3 from the revised

October index of 510.9 to stand 2.8% above

the November 1975 level of 501.2. Seven of

the eight major groups included in the total
index increased while one decreased.

The vegetable products index advanced
2.7% in November due o price increases
recorded for tobacco (40.9%), potatoes
(14 .6%), fresh vegetables (12.7%) and tea,
coffee and cocoa (4.5%). The non-ferrous
metals index was up 0.8%, reflecting higher
prices for gold (19.5%), silver (4.4%) and tin
(3.8%). Iron products moved up 0.7% due
mainly to an increase in castings and
forgings (4.5%). The textile products index
rose 05% with increases for raw cotton
(2.9%), worsted yarn (1.9%) and imported
raw wool (1.6%).

Over the 12 months from November
1975, the major group indexes showed the
following percentage changes:

e Textile products, 11.0%: wood products,
8.8%; non-metallic minerals, 8.8%; non-
ferrous metals including gold, 6.8%; iron
products, 4.8%; chemical products, 2.3%;
animal products, -3.5%; and vegetable
products, -52%.

For further information, order the Novem-
ber 1976 issue of Industry Price Indexes (62-
011, 55¢/$5.50).

THESE REPORTS SCHEDULED
FOR COMING TWO WEEKS

Consumer Price Indexes for Regional
Cities, December

Department Store Sales and Stocks,
November

Inventories, Shipments and Ordersin
Manufacturing Industries, November

Real Domestic Product, November
Retail Trade, November

Summary of Foreign Trade,
December

Canada’s Foreign Trade

in Automotive Products

Canada’'s deficit in trade in automotive
products with the United States declined to
$737 million in the first nine months of 1976
from $1,385 million in the corresponding
period of 1975. Exports rose 37.5% to
$5,727 million while imports showed a
16.5% increase to $6,464 miliion.

Shipments of Canadian-made automo-
biles to the U.S. increased 23% to $2,528
million and trucks were up 46% to $964
million. The value of automotive parts
shipments climbed 50% to $2,114 million
and tires rose 175% to $121 million —
reflecting the lengthy production disruption
in the U.S. rubber industry.

Nearly all of the increase in Canadian
imports of automotive products from the
U.S. was attributable to automotive parts
which increased by more than 24% to
$4,055 million in the January to September
period of 1976. Canadian imports of cars
from the U.S. increased almost 10% to
$1,601 million while trucks and other
commercial vehicles were up 3.5% to $721
million. Tire imports dropped 34.5% to $87
million.

in sharp contrast to the contraction in the
deficit with the U.S., Canada’s automotive
trade balance with overseas countries
deteriorated during the latest period. Im-
ports expanded 27% to $646 million while
exports declined 5% to $410 million. The
deficit with these countries more than
tripled to $236 million in 1976 from the
unusuaily-low level of $76 million for the
first nine months of 1975,

For further information, contact H.W.
Iwasaki (613-992-2663), External Trade Divi-
sion, Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A OT6.

Local Government Employment
Municipal governments in Canada em-
ployed a total of 255,654 persons in general
government services at the end of Septem-
ber, an increase of 3,829 (1.5%) from the
corresponding period in 1975.

Gross payrolls for the third gquarter of
1976 amounted to $763.7 million, up 12.6%
from $6782 million in July-September
1975.

For further information, order the July-
September 1976 issue of Local Government
Employment (72-009, 70¢/$2.80).

Retall Trade

Seasonally-adjusted November retail sales
increased 0.5% from October to a level of
$4,832 .9 million.

Total retailtrade without seasonal adjus
ment reached $5,040.7 million, up 7.4%
from a year earlier. All provinces reported
increased sales over November 1975 with
the largest advance in Alberta (13.3%).
Sales were up 11.5% in Winnipeg, 7.2% in
Vancouver, 6.1% in Toronto and 3.3% in
Montreal.

Year-to-year inCreases were registered
in 25 of the 28 trade groups with the largest
gains posted by book and stationery stores
(30.9%) and florists (26.3%).

Revised data for October show retail
sales for the month at $5,035.5 million, up
8.5% from October 1975,

For further information, order the Novem-
ber 1976 issue of Retail Trade (63-005,
55¢/8$5.50), or contact the Retail Trade
Section (613-996-9304), Merchandising and
Services Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa
K1A 0V4.

New Motor Vehicle Sales

Retail sales of new motor vehicles totalied
102,583 units in November, down 9.3%
from a year earlier. Total sales value
decreased 3.5% to $626.5 million,

Sales of passenger cars produced in
Canada and the United States fell 16.6% to
63,519 units while those of oversgsas-
manufactured automobiles rose 15.5%
12,374 units.

Commercial vehicle sales in November
rose 2.1% from a year earlier to 26,690
units; included were 25593 produced in
Canada and the U.S. (up 2.4%) and 1,097
manufactured overseas (down 6.2%).

For the first 11 months of 1976, sales of
new motor vehicles totalled 1,198,696 units
with an accumulated value of $7,160.8
million. This represents a decrease of 0.4%
in units but an increase of 8.3% in value
compared with sales for January-
November 1975,

For further information, order the Novem-
ber 1976 issue of New Motor Vehicle Sales
(63-007, 30¢/83), orcontact M. Kwilecki (613-
996-9304), Merchandising and Services Divi-
sion, Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A OV6.

international Travel

Preliminary statistics for November show
that 1.6 milion United States visitors
entered Canada, down 12.4% from Novem-
ber 1975. Canadian residents returning
from the United States numbered 2.5
million, down 1.6% from last year.

Visitors entering Canada from countries
other than the United States increased by
02% in November to 54,000. Canadian
travellers returning from these couriiii@s
totalled 83,000 (this figure is not comara
ble with November 1975 due to acharg
definitions).

For further information, order the Novem-
ber 1976 issue of International Travel —
Advance Information (66-002, 15¢/$1.50), or
contact M. W. Valiquette (613-995-0847),
International Trave! Section, Statistics Cana-
da, Ottawa K1A OT6.




e

The Labour Force
Tanada's seasonally-adjusted unemploy-
ment rate rose to 7.5% in December from
7.3% in November.

Last month the unemployment rate for
men 25 years of age and over increased to
4.4% from 42% in November while for
women 25 and over it rose to 6.7% from
6.5%. For persons aged 15 to 24, the
unemployment rate climbed to 14.0% from
13.5%.

Between November and December, the
seasonally-adjusted participation rate —
percentage of the population 15 and over
included in the labour force — decreased o
60.6% trom 60.7%.

On an actual basis, the number of
persons employed declined to 9.48 million
in December from 9.59 million in November
but was up from 9.40 million in December
1975.

The actual unemployment total was
754000 or 7.4% of the 1023 million
included in the labour force iast month. By
province, unemployment rates were: New-
foundiand, 13.9%; New Brunswick, 11.8%;
Nova Scotia, 10.0%; Quebec, 9.4%; Prince
Edward Island, 8.8%: British Columbia,
82%; Ontario, 6.3%; Manitoba, 5.4%;
Alberta, 39%; and Saskatchewan. 3.6%.

For further information, order the Decem-
ber 1976 issue of The Labour Force (71-001,
55¢/$5.50).

Help-Wanted Index

(1969=100)

The seasonally-adjusted help-wanted in-
dex stood at 156 in the tourth quarter of
1976. a fractional rise from the previous
quarter but 3% lower than in the correspon-
ding quarter in 1975.

The annual index for 1976 at 157 was
down 4% from 164 in 1975. Last year the
index rose 8% in the Prairie Region but
decreased in all other regions ot Canada,
the declines ranging from 2% in British
Columbia to 35% in the Atlantic Region.

For further information, contact George
Fincham (613-992-7461), Labour Division,
Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A OV1.

The Wheat Review

Total exports of wheat from the tour
Iraditional major exporters during August
amounted to 190.3 million bushels, up 15%
trom ayear earlier. Canadian wheat exports
rose to 40.7 million bushels from 28.6
million.

Total supplies of wheat remaining in
Canada, the United States. Australia and
Argentina at September 1, 1976 tor export
and for carryover at the end of their
respective crop years amounted to 2,.954.1
sdllion bushels, 20% more than the 2,451.5
imillion on hand at the same date in 1975.

Supplies were held as follows, in millions
3 bushels and with last year's comparable
figures in brackets: United States, 1,716.4
(1.536.7); Canada, 945.2 (718.3); Australia,
181.8 (143.9); and Argentina, 110.7 (52.6).

For further information, order the Septem-
ber 1976 issue of The Wheat Review (22-005,
55¢/$5.50).

Data Seasonally Adjusted at Annual Rates
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Road Motor Vehicle Revenues, 1975
Total provincial and territorial revenues
trom motive fuel taxes, vehicle registrations
and other road-related revenues amounted
to $2,081 miition in the fiscal year ended
March 31, 1976, up 4.9% from $1,983
million in the 1974-75 fiscal year. Motive
tfuel taxes — which accounted for the bulk
of this revenue — were up 4.7% to $1,505
million from $1,438 million.

On June 24, 1975, the federal govern-
ment instituted an excise tax on gasoline
consumed in non-commercial activities.
Revenues from this tax during the 1975-76
fiscal year totalted $425 million.

For further information, order Road Trans-
port Service Bulletin (53-006, $2.80 per year),
or contact R.J. Stavely (613-996-9271),
Transportation and Communications Divi-
sion, Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A OT6.

Motion Picture Theatres

and Film Distributors, 1975

Receipts from paid admissions (excluding
amusement taxes) of 1,492 regular and
drive-in motion picture theatres in 1975
amounted to $212.7 million. Paid admis-
sions numbered 97.5 million persons.

These theatres had revenues trom all
other sources — sales of refreshments,
rental revenue from concessions and
vending machines, revenue from showing
advertisements — totalling $51.1 million in
1975, Salaries and wages amounting to
$48.7 million were paid to 16,360 em-
ployees.

There were 85 film distributing establish-
ments operating in Canada in 1975 and
they had receipts totalling $114.9 miilion, of
which $114.0 mitlion was from the rental of
films. Salaries and wages paid by these
firms to their 808 employees totalled $8.4
million.

For [lurther information, order Motion
Picture Theatres and Film Distributors, 1975
(63-207, 70¢), or contact Ms. S. Beyer (613-
996-9301), Service Trade Section, Marchan-
dising and Services Division, Statistics Cana-
da, Ottawa K1A OV4.

Department Store Sales in Ottawa-Hull
Department stores in the Ottawa-Hull
metropoltan area reported sales totalling
$4.06 million for the week ending January 1,
an increase of 14.0% from the same period
last year Sales were up 50.5% in Hull and
suburbs, 5.9% in Ottawa (city) and 5.5% in
Ottawa and suburbs.

Ottawa-Hull area department store sales
in 1976 totalled $276.60 million, up 8.9%
over the 1975 figure. Sales rose 17.0% in
Hull and suburbs, 10.8% in Ottawa (city)
and 7.8% in Ottawa and suburbs.

For further information, contact the Mer-
chandis'ng and Services Division (613-996-
9304), Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A 0V4.

Advertising Agencies, 1975

Advertising agencies in Canada posted
gross operatinig revenues of $122.9 million
in 1975, an increase of 6.5% over the 1974
figure of $115.4 million. Net profits before
taxes rose 6.0% to $10.8 million.

Salaries and wages totalling $69.3 million
were paid in 1975 to the industry's 4,721
employees.

For further information, order Advertising
Agencies, 1975 (63-201, 70¢), or contact Ms.
S. Beyer (613-996-9301), Merchandising and
Services Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa
K1A 0V4.

HOW TO ORDER
Statistics Canada Publications

Send initial order to:

Publications Distribution,

Raom 1200, Main Building,
Slatistics Canada, Ottawa K1A 0T6.
State:

Title of Report;

Month, Quarter or Year of Issue;
Catalogue Number.

Please enclose money order or

cheque made payable to the order of;
Heceiver-General for Canada.
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