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Consumer Price Index

The Consumer Price Index rose
1.4% from 1712 (1971=100) in April to
1736 in May. The twelve-month rise
between May 1977 and May 1978 stood at
9.0%. Higher tood prices. up 3.3% in the
latest month, accounted for about seven-
tenths of this rise. Increased housing
charges and higher prices for tobacco and
alcohol accounted for an additional one-
tifth. These latter two components were
largely responsible for the 0.6% increase in
the index for all-items-excluding-food.

Higher prices tor beet cuts and fresh
vegetables, especially for tomatoes and
lettuce, were largely responsible for the
monthly 3.9% rise in the food-at-home
index. This was the largest monthly in-
wraease in this component since June 1975.
[ncrmased prices for powdered skim milk,
Baster, fresh fruit and chicken also contribu-
iatl. May 1977 to May 1978, the food index
oS 16.9%.

Migher homeownership costs with in-
rr&ased prices for tobacco and alcohol
were large contributing factors in the 0.6%
rise in the index for all-items-excluding-
food. Other notable factors included higher
prices for some new automobiles, recrea-
tional equipment, tableware and house-
wares. Between May 1977 and May 1978,
the index tor all-items-exciuding-tood
advanced 6.2%.

Viewed in terms ot goods and services,
the price level of goods, including tood,
increased 1.9% in the latest month while
that for services was up 0.4%. As a result,
between May {977 and May 1978, the price
level of goods increased 10.2%, that for
services 7.1%.

On a seasonally-adjusted basis, the
Index advanced 1.2% between April and
May: this comprised a 2.6% increase in the
food index and a 0.6% rise in the index for
all-items-excluding-tood.

in May. the current annual rate of change
in the CPI, based on the seasonally-
adjusted movements in the latest three-
month period, was 11 3%.

Far turther information, order the May 1978
wase of the Consumer Price Index (62-801,
30e/83)

Steel Ingots
Sisl ingols production, May, reached
1,%£3.376 short tons (1 291 265 ).

For turther information, order the May 1978
issue of Steel Ingots and Pig Iron (41-001,
15¢/%1.40).
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% Change

Previous From Year

Month Ago
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Labour Force

Employment reached 10,118,000 in May
(9.822,000 in May 1977). Unemployment
was 933,000 (824,000). The unemployment
rate: 8.4 compared with 7.7 twelve months
earlier; participation rates: 62.9 and 61.9;
the employment population ratios: 57.6 and
SiTAl !

Seasonally-adjusted, the level of employ-
ment was 10,023,000, up 27,000 from April.
The level increased for persons 15 to 24
and 25 and over. The increase (17,000)
among the younger group followed a
decline (13,000) in the previous month and
the increase (10,000) for persons 25 and
over continued the trend started in Decem-
ber 1976. The seasonally-adjusted unem-
ployment level increased by 14,000 in May
to 949,000. The level showed a small
decline for men (3,000), and increased by
12,000 for women 15-24 and by 5,000 for
women 25 and over. The seasonally-
adjusted unemployment level increased in
Québec (11,000), British Columbia (4,000)
and Newfoundland (3,000) and decreased
in New Brunswick (3,000), Alberta (3.000)
and showed little or no change in the other
provinces.

The seasonally-adjusted unemployment
rale was 86, unchanged from April and
March. The rate increased for women in
both age groups, by 0.8 to 14.2 among
those aged 15-24 and 0.2 to 8.0 among
those 25 and over. The rate declined 0.3 to
15.8 for men 154 and remained at 5.4 for
men 25 and over.

The seasonally-adjusted unemployment
rate increased by 1.6 to 17.9 in Newfound-
land, 0.3 to 11.5 in Québec, 0.3 to 8.0 in
British Columbia and 0.1 to 7.5 in Ontario.
The rate decreased by 1.1 to 12.9 in New
Brunswick, 1.0 to 10.1 in Prince Edward
Island, 0.4 10 4.4 in Alberta, 0.3 to 53 in
Saskatchewan, 0.2 to 10.8 in Nova Scotia
and 0.1 10 6.7 in Manitoba.

For further information, order the May 1978
issue of The Labour Force (71-001,
55¢/8$5.50).

Retail Trade

Total retail trade sales, April: $55755
million, up 9.1% from $5106.9 million in
1977. Sales increased for 23 trade groups:
the food group with sales to $1.4156
million, up 9.5%; motor vehicle dealers
$12498 million, up 12.8%; pharmacies,
patent medicine and cosmetic stores
$161.0 million, up 11.2%; the “all other
stores” group $618.0 million, up 12.1%. The
significant declines included general mer-
chandise stores where sales fell 0.5% to
$127.2 million; variety stores, 8.6% to $65.7
million; sporting goods and accessories
stores, 2.5% to $62.2 million.

Provincially, sales expanded in all pro-
vinces ranging from 6.1% in Manitoba to
16.3% for Prince Edward Island. Metropoli-
tan sales rose 6.2% in Montréal, 9.1% in
Toronto, 4.8% in Winnipeg and 14.0% in
Vancouver.

Revised total retail trade sales for March:
$5,300.1 million, up 12.3% from $4.719.2
million in 1977.

For further information, order the April
1978 issue of Retail Trade (63-005,
55¢/85.50), or contact the Retail Trade
Section (613-996-9304), Merchandising and
Services Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa
K1A OV4.

General Wholesale Index

The General Wholesale Index rose 1.8% to
599.3 in April from revised March's 588.5,
up 6.9% from 1977 (560.4). The wood
products index rose 3.7% reflecting an
increase of 7.4% for newsprint and wrap-
ping paper. lron products: up 2.1% due in
part to a rise of 2.4% for rolling mill products.
In vegetable products, with a 1.6% in-
crease, grains rose 57%, rubber and
products 58%. Fresh fruits decreased
22.0%.

An increase of 4.4% for copper contribu-
ted to a rise of 22% in the non-ferrous
metals group.

For fturther information, order the April
1978 issue of Industry Price Indexes (61-011,
$1.40/85.60).

Average Spring Unemployment Rate, by Educational Level,
Canada, 1974-77
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INDUSTRY: A PORTRAIT

Economic

Characteristics '51-'71

Historical Census data show ths
labour force rose from 5,286,400 it
1951 t0 8,626,900in 1971, an annua:
average growth of 2.5% and an
increase of 63.2% for the 20 years.
Services, the fastest growing sector,
rose from 795,487 t0 2,041,390 witha
4.8% growth rate and a 20-year
increase of 156.6%. Among the
seven major groups of services for
which comparable historical data are
available, change was most rapid in
the combined group of services to
business management and miscella-
neous services (7.1% and 300.0%)
and leas! rapid in personal services
(0.4% and 980%). Above-the-
industry-average growth was achie-
ved by the combined group of
services {o business management
and miscellaneous services, educa-
tion and related services, health and
welfare services and amusement
and recreation. All of the major
groups save religious organizations
and personal services outpaced the
all-industries averages.

Tables comprising Economic
Characteristics, Industry Trends
1951-1971 include:
® The Labour Force, 15 years and
over, by industry divisions, compa-
rable major industrial groups and
classes (1970 classification), for
Canada and provinces, 1951-1971
Censuses
The Male Labour Force, 15 years
and over, by industry divisions,
comparable major industrial
groups and classes (1970 classifi-
cation), for Canada and provinces,
1951-1871 Censuses
The Female Labour Force, 15
years and over, by industry divi-
sions, comparable major industrial
groups and classes (1970 classifi-
cation), for Canada and provinces,
1951-1971 Censuses
The Labour Force, 15 years and
over, by selected industries (1970
classification) and sex, showing
age groups, for Canada and pro-
vinces, 1951-1971 Censuses
The Labour Force, 15 years and
over, by selected industries (1970
classification) and sex, showing
marital status and level of schoo-
ling, for Canada and provinces,
1951-1971 Censuses
The Labour Force, 15 years and
over, by selected industries (1970
classification) and sex, showing
ethnic groups. for Canada and
provinces, 1951-1971 Censuses.
For further information, order Eco-
nomic Characteristics, Industry
Trends  1951-1971  (94-793/SE-2,
$1.05).




JOBSEEKERS: YEAR OF '78

605,000 Enter

Labour Force

More than halt a million studerits
snler the (abour force this year. The
projected 605,000 — down from last
year's estimated 615300 — are
children born at the height of a baby
boom in the late 1950s and early
1960s. Their ranks shrink by 1986 to
about 500,000. According to Qut Of
School — Into The Labour Force
(Trends and prospects for enrol-
ment, school leavers and the
fabour force in Canada: the 1960s
through the 1980s) present growth
of the work force could require up to
285000 new jobs each year until
1980 1o prevent unemployment ex-
ceeding 8%. To reduce the rate to
6.5% by 1980 would require up to
370,000 jobs a year and to 4% by
1986 up lo 280.000. The economy
has generated an average of 260,000
jobs a year since 1970 (360,000
annually during a strong expansiona-
ry period 1972-74 and 190,000 a year
since 1975.) Although unemplyment
is high among all young people,
analysis shows better-educated job-
seekers are more likely 1o find work.
Average 1974-77 spring unemploy-
ment of the total labour force was
i0.1% for those with elementary
athucation, 8.2% among those with
sacondary and 2.5% for university
cfegree-holders. Surveys of 1974 and
1975 graduates of Ontario’'s colleges
and universities showed that those
qualitied in areas such as business
and engineering had lower unem-
ployment rates and higher starting
salanes than those with degrees in
the humanities, behavioural and
social sciences and fine arts. Gene-
rally, ittle change in totals of universi-
ty students is now projected to the
early 1980s with a decline of roughly
2% annually expected for the 1983-
86 period. However, some provinces,
notably Ontario, saw an enrolment
drop in 1977.

Copies of a summary version of
Out of School — Into the Labour
Force are available immediately from
the Projections Section — Education,
Science and Culture Division, 16-A,
RH.  Coats Building, Ottawa
K1A OT6. Publication of the report
under catalogue no. 81-570 is sche-
duled for this summer. For further
information, contact Dr. Z. Zsigmond
(613-995-9685), chief Projections
Section — Education, Science and
Culture Division.

See charts, this issue, for illustration
=/ Average Spring Unemployment
#Hale, by Educational Level, and Schoof
i.evel with Bachelor Degrees and
“New" Teachers Hired Directly after
Graduation, Historical and Projected.

The Book That Says It All — About Canada
In the bookstores shortly will be the 1978 edition of Statistics Canada's annual
showpiece publication — The Canada Handbook. In 365 pages, the Handbook
describes the physical environment, outlines recent social, cultural and economic
developments and summarizes government services. Information is provided by
divisions of Statistics Canada, other government depariments and outside authors
who specialize in subject areas that government agencies cannol cover. Articles are
superbly illustrated by 250 photographs, 244 of them in tull colour.

The 1978 Canada Handbook (catalogue 11-203E) is available by mail from
Printing and Publishing. Supply and Services Canada, and Putilications Distribution,
Statistics Canada. The book will also be widely available in retail bookstores across

the country, priced at $3.75. For further information, call 613-995-6697.

Capacity /Utilization, Manufacturing
The tirst quarter rale of capacity utilization
in  manufacturing declined 06 (82.7%
against 83.3%, fourth quarter 1977). The
rale as applied to durable manufacturing
showed a decline of 1.9 to a level of 79.9%
of capacity. Non-durable: up 0.8 fo alevel of
85.5%.

Rates incorporate new trends in capital
investment and adjustments made to
capital stock estimates take into account
capitai expenditures for water and air
pollution control.

For further information, contact R. Hoyt
(613-994-5601), Construction Division, Sta-
tistics Canada, Ottawa K1A 0T6.

Industrial Production Index

The seasonally-adjusted Index of Industrial
Production decreased 0.2%10 126.2 in April
from 126.5 in March. Mining and utilities
declined; manufacturing increased.

For turther information, order the April
1978 issue of Indexes of Real Domestic
Product by Industry (61-005, 40¢/$4), or
contact R.W. Collins (613-995-0443), Industry
Product Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa
K1A OT6.

Wholesale Trade

Aprit wholesale sales: $4,942,241,000, up
13.2% from $4.367.860.000 in 1977.Inven-
tories: $8,241655,000, up 8.1% from
$7.621,998,000.

For further information, order the April
1978 issue of Wholesale Trade (63-008,
15¢/$1.50).

Mineral Production

April silver production fell to 3,795,557 troy
ounces from 3,840 966 in 1977. Production
of refined lead decreased to 17,627 short
tons from 18,898. Retined zinc: 42,065 short
tons (51,963). Primary copper: 67,809 short
tons (55.412). Primary nickel: 18,874 short
tons (21,772). Gold: 148,100 troy ounces
(135,661).

For further information, order the April
1978 issue of Silver, Lead and Zinc Pro-
duction (26-008, 15¢/%$1.50), Copper and
Nickel Production (26-003, 15¢/$1.50), Gold
Production (26-004 15¢/$1.50), or contact
Art Symon (613-992-0491), Manufacturing
and Primary Indusiries Division, Statistics
Canada, Ottawa K1A OV6.

HOW 170 ORDER
Statistics Canada Publications

Send initial oraer to:

Publications Distribution,

Room 1405, Man Building,
Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A 0T6.
State:

Title of Report;

Month, Quarter or Year of Issue;
Catalogue Number.

Please enclose money order or
cheque made payable to the order of:
Receiver General for Canada.
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Field Crop Reporting Series, No. 7,
Telegraphic Crop Report — Prairie
Provinces, June 8, 1978
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Cheques Cashed, April 1978
Credit Unions, 1976

CENSUS
Dwellings and Households — House-

hoid and Family Status of Individuals,

1976 Census of Canada

Families — Families by Number of
Children, 1976 Census of Canada
Occupations — Historical, for
Canada and Provinces, 1371 Census
of Canada

CENSUS CHARACTERISTICS
Economic Characteristics — industry
Trends, 1951-1971, 1971 Census

of Canada (Special Bulletin)
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Building Permits, February 1978
Capital and Repair Expenditures,
Manufacturing Sub-industries,
Canada, 1978

Housing Starts and Completions,
February 1978

EDUCATION, SCIENCE AND CULTURE
Continuing Education — Elementary-

Secondary, 1976-77
Vocational and Technical Training,
1975-76
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Culture Statistics — Vol. 1, No. 2,
Introduction

EXTERNAL TRADE
Summary of External Trade,
April 1978

HEALTH

Hospital Morbidity — Canadian
Diagnostic List, 1975

Mental Health Statistics, Volume I,
Institutional Admissions and
Separations, 1975

INFORMATION SERVICES
Canada Handbook, 1978

MANUFACTURING AND PRIMARY
INDUSTRIES

Aircraf1 and Aircraft Parts
Manufacturers, 1976

Asphalt Roofing, April 1978
Biscuits and Confectionery,
Quarter Ended March 31. 1978
Breweries, April 1978

Cement, April 1978

Coal and Coke Statistics,
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Crude Petroleum and Natural Gas
Production, February 1978
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Domestic Refrigerators and

Freezers, April 1978

Domestic Washing Machines and
Clothes Dryers, April 1978

Domestic Water Tank Heaters,

April 1978

Electric Lamps, April 1978

Electric Power Statistics,

March 1978

Fish Products Industry, 1976
Inventories, Shipments and Orders in
Manufacturing Industries, March 1978
iron Mines, 1976

Miscellaneous Food Preparations,
Quarter Ended March 31, 1978
Non-ferrous Scrap Metal, 1976
Primary Iron and Steel, March 1978
Production, Shipments and Stocks
on Hand of Sawmills East of the
Rockies (Excluding Newfoundiand and
Prince Edward Island), March 1978
Production, Shipments and Stocks
on Hand of Sawmills in British
Columbia, March 1978

Quarterly Shipments of Flush Type
Doors (Wood) by Canadian Manufac-
turers, Quarter Ended March 31, 1978
Radio and Television Receiving

Sets (Including Record Players and
Selected Components), April 1978
Refined Petroleum Products,

March 1978

Banitaryware, April 1978

Stocks of Frozen Meat Products,

May 1978

Stoves and Furnaces, April 1978

MERCHANDISING AND SERVICES
Consumer Credit, March 1978
Department Store Sales and Stocks,
March 1978

Farm Implement and Equipment
Sales, January 1 to Aprii 30, 1978

POPULATION ESTIMATES AND
PROJECTIONS

Estimates of Population for the
Census Metropolitan Areas of Canada
as of June 1, 1971-1976

(Introduction)

TRANSPORTATION AND
COMMUNICATIONS

Cable Television, 1976

Electric Power Statistics, Volume II,
Annual Statistics, 1976
International Air Charter Statistics,
October-December 1977

Qil Pipe Line Transport,

February 1978

Iron Ore, April 1978

Railway Carloadings, April 1978
Railway Freight Tratfic,

Fourth Quarter 1977

SERVICE BULLETIN

Road Transport — Vol. 7. No. 2
Estimates on the Operations of Sl
Motor Carriers Freight and Housefiold
Goods Movers, 1975
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