
:- 

% Change 
Previous From Year 

Month 	Ago 

276.25p 269.32p 8.2 
11,182.8p 11,249.1r 10.4 

9.96 9.86 4.1 
976,000 954,000 -5.3 

1,980.6 1,930.6 24.5 
21.1 50.6p 20,746.Or 11.9 

9,603.7 9,143.1 23.4 

11 ,884.5p 11,540.1 r 25.7 
13,874.1 p  1 3,509.9r 30.9 

186.6 184.4 9.2 
203.5 2026 9.5 
203.3 201.9 10.2 
205.7p 203 2p 12.5 

Year-to-date 
1,013.0 13,138.7 5.8 

6,503 18,036 -32.5 

2879.2 2879.2 15.6 
34.8 34.8 4.5 

356.1 3,514.6 -2.8 
60.8 60.8 6.8 

4,471 p 9,438p 25.2 
4,441p 9,221p 31.0 

1,429,0 	2,947.9 	14.8 

482.8p 482.8p 13.1 
11,520.3p 11,520.3p 28.7 

796.9 1,471.9 19.1 
5.056.8p 10.064.Op 13.5 
5,400.3p 10,661.4p 23.7 

r - revised. - new this week. 
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Total 

$11,460,000,000 

Source: Canada's international Ineestment Position (67.202) 

CATALOGUE 11-002E (Francais 11-002F) e 	 April 20, 1979 

The Consumer Price Index 
The All-items Consumer Price Index for 
Canada (1971=100) increased by 1.2% 
from a level of 184.4 in February to 1 86.6 in 
March. As a result, the 12-month rise 
between March 1978 and March 1979 
stood at 9.2%, unchanged from the in-
crease observed in the previous 12-month 
period. Higher food prices were again a 
significant factor in the monthly CPI rise, 
having been responsible for about one-half 
of the increase. Higher housing charges 
and increased prices for clothing also had a 
noticeable impact. Food prices advanced 
by 2.5% between February and March, 
while the index for all items excluding food 
rose by 0.8%. 

Between February and March, consumer 
prices rose in all 15 cities for which CPls are 

luced. Advances ranged from 0.8% 
'tered in both Winnipeg and Regina to 

S 	observed in Saint John. In 11 of the 15 
consumer prices rose by 1.0% or 

with food prices increasing in excess 
• . 0% in all cities except Vancouver, 

where a 1 .8% rise was observed. 
On a seasonally-adjusted basis, the CPI 

advanced by 1 .3% between February and 
March: this comprised a 2.6% increase in 
the food index and a 0.9% increase in the 
index for all items excluding food. 

For further information, order the March 
1979 issue of The Consumer Price Index (62-
001, 40/$4). 

LATEST MONTHLY STATTCS 

EMPLOYMENT, INCOME 
Average Weekly Earnings ($) 	.................... Jan. 
Labour Income ($ million)........................ Jan. 
Persons with Jobs (million) ....................... Mar. 
Unemptoyed 	................................... Mar. 
INVENTORIES 
Department Store ($ million) 	..................... Jan. 
Manufacturers 	Owned ($ million) ................. Jan, 
Wholesale ($ million) ............................ Feb. 
ORDERS 
Manufacti.,rers' New Orders ($ million) ............ Jan. 
Manufacturers 	Unfilled Orders ($ million) .......... Jan. 
PRICES 
Consumer Price Index (1971 =100)................ Mar. 
Non-residential Building Input (1971=100) ......... Feb. 
Residential Building Input (1971=100) ............. Feb. 
industry Selling Price Index (1971 =100) ........... Feb. 
CONSTRUCTION 
Building Permits ($ million)....................... Dec. 
Housing Starts - Urban Centres (units) ........... Feb. 
ENERGY 
Coal Production (thousand metric tonries) ......... Jan. 
Electricity Generation (ferawatt hours)............. Jan. 
Natural Gas Production (billion Cu. ft.) ............. Dec. 
Petroleum Refining (million barrels) ............... Jan. 
FOREIGN TRADE 
Exports - Customs Basis ($ million).............. Feb. 
imports 	- Customs Basis ($ million).............. Feb. 
PRODUCTION 
Steel (ingots - thousand tons) ................... Feb. 
SALES 
Department Store Sales ($ million) ................ Jan. 
Manufacturers' Shipments($ million) .............. Jan. 
New Motor Vehicle Sales ($ million) ............... Feb.*  
Retail Sales (S million) ........................... Feb. 
Wholesale Sales (5 million) 	...... ................ Feb. 
Statistics are not seasonally adjusted. p - preliminary. 

Canadian Direct Investment Abroad 
Canadian direct investment abroad in-
creased by $899 million or 9% to $1 1,460 
million at the end of 1976. Net  direct 
investment capital outflows abroad as 
recorded in the balance of payments 
accounted for some $605 million of the 
growth, a decrease of about one-third from 
the outflow recorded in 1975. Retained 
earnings and other factors, such as 
revatuations. exchange rate fluctuations. 
the difference between transaction values 
nd the underlying book values of in- 

ments, etc., accounted for the balance 

• 	

. increase. 
veloped Countries with $8.71 4 million 
unted for 76% of total direct invest- 

:rlt abroad at the end of 1976. At $6,052 
nillion, direct investment in the United 
;tates represented 53% of the total. 

For further in formation, contact P. Massed 
(613-996-2545), Balance of Payments Divi-
sion, Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A 0Z8. 

Canadian Direct Investment Abroad, 1976 

By Industry Group 

36' 
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By Location of Investment 

21.9% 
All other c 

ii 
Other EEC 
countries 

52.8% 
United Stat.s 

United K.ngdo-\ , <, AV 
Brazil 

Total 

$11,460,000,000 	 I  
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Canada Year Book 1978-79 
The Canada Year Book, a publica-
tion that draws on a wide variety of 
sources to provide an in-depth 
review of economic, social and 
political developments in Canada, is 
available now in the 1 978-79 edition. 
Material for the book comes from 
government departments and agen-
cies at the federal, provincial and 
territorial levels and from private 
organizations as well to make this 
book a valuable and unique 
reference work giving facts and 
figures on virtually every facet of life 
in Canada. 

Budgetary pressures arising from 
rising prices and federal government 
initiatives to effect general spending 
reductions have forced Statistics 
Canada to conclude that, henceforth. 
the Canada Year Book will be 
published every second year rather 
than annually. Every eflorl is being 
made to ensure that, with the co-
operation of contributors, each issue 
will provide a complete picture of the 
Canadian scene. The 1978-79 issue 
is available in Canada at $15.00, in 
other countries at $18.00 (catalogue 
11 -202E). 
Canada's Elderly 
Canada's Elderly (catalogue 98-
800E, $1 .25 in Canada, $1 .50 in other 
countries) is the first of a unique 
series based on the 1976 Census 
and other relevant Statistics Canada 
data. The publication is produced in a 
popular journalistic style, with art 
work, captions, simple graphs and 
summary tables for easy and attrac-
tive reading. 

Canada's Elderly highlights some 
of the following facts about our aging 
population: declining fertility trends 
mainly account for the growing 
proportion of elderly; most of the 
elderly live in family settings but many 
elderly women live alone; almost half 
of all persons living in collective 
dwellings are elderly; Prince Edward 
Island has the highest proportion of 
elderly to its population; it is es-
timated that by 2001 the proportion of 
elderly may reach between 11% and 
13%. 

Telephone Statistics 
Canada's 13 major telephone systems 
reported revenues of $393.8 million in 
February, up 203% from a year earlier. 
Operating expenses rose 1 6.5% to $263.9 
million. Net  operating revenue at $129.9 
million showed an increase of 28.9% over 
February 1978. Telephone toll messages 
increased 11 .6% to 86.4 million. 

For further information, order the February 
1979 issue of Telephone Statistics (56-002, 
$1.50 a year), or contact Ralph Slattery (613. 
996-9271), Transportation and Com-
munications Division, Statistics Canada, 
Ottawa KIA 0T6. 

Retail Trade 
Seasonally-adjusted retail sales for Fe-
bruary were $6,248.2 million, an increase of 
3.2% from the $6,053.2 million recorded in 
January. 

Total retail trade without seasonal adjust-
ment reached $5,056.8 million, an increase 
0112.7% over February 1978. Sales rose in 
25 of the 28 trade groups with the largest 
gains reported by automotive parts and 
accessories stores (22.8%), used car 
dealers (18.6%) and jewellery stores 
(18.6%). The only decreases were in 
general merchandise stores (-1 1.5%) and 
sporting goods and accessories stores 
(-1.3%). All provinces reported increased 
sales over February 1978, ranging from 
19.6% for Saskatchewan to 8.8% for both 
Ontario and British Columbia. Montreal 
sales rose 13.5%; Toronto, 12.4%; Win-
nipeg, 6.2%; and Vancouver, 11 .8%. 

Revised total retail trade, unadjusted for 
seasonal influences, for January 1979 was 
$5,007.2 million, up 14.3% from January 
1978. 

For further in formation, order the February 
1979 issue of Retail Trade (63-005, 
55/$5.50), or contact the Retail Trade 
Section (613-996-9304), Merchandising and 
Services Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa 
KIA 0V4. 

Department Store Sales 
February sales totalled $449.2 million 
Increased 4.6% from a year earlier, sales 
were up in all regions but Alberta and British 
Columbia. 

Department store sales by regions, with 
percentage changes from 1978 in brackets: 
• Ontario, $161 .1 million (5.1%) 
• Québec, $86.0 million (15.1%) 
• British Columbia, $76.6 million (-1 .8%) 
• Alberta, $64.3 million (-0.4%) 
• Atlantic provinces, $26.1 million (6.5%) 
• Manitoba, $23.2 million (0.1%) 
• Saskatchewan, $12.0 million (6.2%). 

For further information, order the February 
1979 issue of Department Store Sales by 
Regions (63-004, $1.50 a year). 

Farm Cash Receipts 
Preliminary estimates indicate that during 
the January to February period of 1979 
farmers total cash receipts from farming 
operations in all provinces except New-
foundland totalled $2,255.0 million, up 
10.1% from the $2,048.0 million realized 
during the same period 011978. 

Provincial totals for the latest period were 
as follows, with 1978 figures in brackets: 
Saskatchewan $578.7 million ($602.03 
million); Ontario $574.9 million ($495.4 
million); Alberta $496.4 million ($445.0 
million): Quebec $268.8 million ($210.9 
million); Manitoba $186.6 million ($169.5 
million); British Columbia $80.2 million 
($71.3 million); Nova Scotia $25.1 million 
($20.9 million); New Brunswick $22.3 
million ($16.5 million): and Prince Edward 
Island $22.0 million ($16.5 million). 

For further information, order the February 
1979 issue of Farm Cash Receipts (2 1-001, 
301$3), or contact Peter Lys (613-995-4895), 
Agriculture Division, Statistics Canada, Ot-
tawa K1A 0L7. 

The Labour Force 
Employment showed a sizeable increase in 
March while unemployment increased 
marginally, but Canada's seasonat'. - 
adjusted unemployment rate remainec 
7.9%, unchanged from February. Th 
seasonally-adjusted participation rate 
creased to 63.3% in March from 63.2 
the preceding month. T 
employment/population ratio moved up to 
58.4% from 58.2%. 

Last month, the seasonally-adjusted 
employment level at 10.271,000 was up by 
38,000 from February. The level increased 
by 19,000 for men 25 and over, by 6,000 for 
women 25 and over and by 16,000 for 
women 15 to 24. For men 15-24 the level 
declined by 3,000. 

Unemployment, seasonally adjusted, 
totalled 876,000, up by 4,000 from February. 
The level increased by 4,000 for women 25 
and over, while it declined by 3,000 for 
women 15 to 24. For men of both age 
groups, there was little change. 

Seasonally-adjusted March unemploy-
ment rates for the provinces, with February 
rates in brackets: Newfoundland 17.6% 
(17.1%): Prince Edward Island 12.2% 
(10.8%); Nova Scotia 11.0% (10.5%); New 
Brunswick 12.1% (11.6%); Quebec 10.6% 
(10.2%); Ontario 6.7% (6.6%); Manitoba 
5.2% (5.6%); Saskatchewan 4.2% (4.7%); 
Alberta 3.7% (4.3%); and British Columbia 
8.0% (8.5%), 

Without seasonal adjustment, the Mar.: 
labour force was 10,932,000 with 9,956,0O. 
employed and 976,000 unemployed for an 
unemployment rate of 8.9%. In Februc. 
the labour force was 10,812,000 v, '  
9,857,000 employed and 954,000 Un-
employed for a rate of 8.8%. In March 1978, 
the labour force numbered 10,593,000 with 
9,562,000 employed and 1,031,000 un-
employed for a rate of 9,7%. 

For further information, order the March 
1979 issue of The Labour Force (71-001. 
55/ $5.50). 

international Travel 
February saw the trend continued of a year-
over-year reduction in the number of 
Canadian residents returning from interna-
tional travel. 

Preliminary statistics, February from 
February 1978: 1.3 million United States 
visitors entered, down 3.3%; residents 
returning from the U.S., 2.0 million, down 
11 .8%; visitors entering from countries 
other than the U.S., 40,800, up 12.5%; and 
Canadian travellers returning from those 
countries, 142,100, down 4.0%. 

Year-to-date: 2.4 million U.S. visitors 
entered, up 1.5% from a year earlier; 
residents returning from the U.S. decreased 
7.7% to 4.1 million; visitors from the other 
countries, 83,600, up 9.3%; and resident:, 
returning from those countries, 333,4(:, 
down 1 .3%. 

For further information, order the February 
1979 issue of International Travel - Advance 
In formation (66-002, 15i/$1.50), or contact 
Mike Valiquette (613-995-0847). International 
Travel Section, Statistics Canada, Ottawa 
K1A Cr6. 
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New Motor Vehicle Sales 
New motor vehicles sold in February rose 
28°/c to 99,071 from 1978. Automobiles 

n the United States and Canada rose 

	

. 	- o 62,535 and Canadian and U.S. 
rciaI vehicles 11.6% to 27,972, 
mobiles from overseas fell 37.0% to 
from 1978 and overseas-made 

ercial vehicles fell 31.2% to 61.6. 
Vaiue of the cars felt 16.6% to $56.3 million 
and the commercial vehicles decreased 
14.5% to $4.2 million. Value of U.S. and 
Canadian cars sold rose 22.8% to $458.3 
million: commercial vehicles rose 29.5% to 
$278.1 million, 

Sales value of all vehicles increased 
20.7% to $796.9 million, including 224 
coaches and buses valued at $6.4 million. 
Seasonally-adjusted sales of automobiles 
manufactured in Canada and the U.S. rose 
9.3% from January to 74,259 and those of 
cars from overseas decreased 12.9% to 
10,647. Seasonally-adjusted sales of all 
commercial vehicles rose 9.1% to 32,966 

For two months of 1979 sales reached 
187,525 units (180,740 in 1978), value 
$1 471.9 million, up 19.1%  from 1978. 

For further information, see the February 
1979 issue of New Motor Vehicle Sales (63-
007, 304t/$3), or contact M. Kwilecki (613-
996-9304), Retail Trade Section, Merchandi-
sing and Services Division, Statistics Canada, 
Ottawa KIA 0V4. 

nvn n torles /Shipments/ Orders 
tacturers' shipments in January were 

S ted at $11,520.3 million, up 2.8% 
'vised December's $11,209.9 million. 
nally-adjusted shipments rose 0.6% 
.179.3 million from revised Decem-

uers $12,102.4 million. Durable goods 
industries' shipments decreased 1,5% to 
$5,577.5 million from $5,660.2 million and 
non-durable goods shipments increased 
2,5% to $6,601 .8 million from $6,442.2 
million. 

New orders in all manufacturing indus-
tries, seasonally adlusted, decreased 1 .3% 
to $12,310.4 million from $12,470.3 million. 
New orders in durable goods industries fell 
5.6% to $5,644.1 million from $5,978.7 
million and increased 2.7% to $6,666.3 
million from $6,492.6 million in non-durable 
goods industries. 

For further information, order the January 
1979 issue of inventories, Shipments and 
Orders in Manufacturing Industries (31-001, 
555 /$5.50). 

Help-wanted Index 
In the first quarter of 1979 the seasonally- 

	

2 	 d help-wanted index (1969=100) at 
eclined by 4% from the previous 

The index rose in Ontario by 6% but 

t 'd in all other regions with declines 
t3 from 3% to 12%. 
pared with the first quarter of 1978. 

2rall index was up by 13%. Increases 
recorded for all regions except 
c where a 9% drop was reported. 

For further information, contact George 
Fincham (613-995-8445), Labour Division, 
Statistics Canada, Ottawa KM OV1. 

Unemployment insurance Statistics 
Unemployment insurance beneficiaries in 
the week cf January 7 reached 932,000, up 
20% from December. About the same rate 
of increase was noted between December 
1977 and January 1978. Compared with 
January 1978, the number of beneficiaries 
was 8% lower. 

Benefits paid in January amounted to 
$526 million, an increase of 61% from 
December A rise of 64% in the number of 
weeks of benefit paid was partly offset by a 
small drop in the average weekly benefit. 
Claimants applying for benefits in January 
numbered 308,000, up 12% from Decem-
ber and 3% from a year earlier. 

For further information, order the January 
1979 issue of the Statistical Report on the 
Operation of the Unemployment Insurance 
Act (73-001, 401$4), or contact George 
Fincham (613-992-7461), Labour Division, 
Statistics Canada, Ottawa KIA OVI. 

Industry Selling Price index 
The Industry Selling Price Index for manu-
facturing rose 1 .2% to 205.7 in February 
from revised January's 203.2 and 12.5% 
from a year earlier's 182.8. (This twelve-
month increase was the largest since May 
1975 when the year-to-year change was 
12.6%. February's gain follows a 2.2% 
increase in January over December.) 

Major groups contributing most to the 
January to February 1979 increase also 
had the most effect over the February 1978 
to February 1979 period, with the percen-
tage changes: 15.0% for food and beverage 
industries, 18.1% for primary metal indus-
tries. 16.7% for paper and allied industries, 
17.0% for wood industries and 12.1% for 
metal fabricating industries. 

For further information, contact the In for-
mation Unit, Industrial Prices (613-995-5738), 
Prices Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa 
K1A 0V5. 

Trusteed Pension Funds 
Fourth quarter 1978 total assets of trusteed 
pension funds: $34.9 billion at book value as 
of December31, 1 978, up $5.2 billion from a 
year earlier. 

For further in formation, order the 4th 
Quarter 1978 issue of Quarterly Estimates of 
Trusteed Pension Funds (74-001, 3551$ 1.40). 
or Contact Earl Hanes (613-995-6918), Pen-
sions Section, Labour Division, 

Traveller Accommodation, 1977 
Total receipts reported by 17,378 traveller 
accommodation businesses in Canada for 
1977 amounted to $3,294.2 million. Includ-
ed in the total were hotels which numbered 
5,293 with reported receipts of $2,681.1 
million, and motels (4,168) with receipts of 
$387.3 million. The remaining $225.8 
million was accounted for by 7,917 other 
types of traveller accommodation firms 
(tourist homes, tourist courts and cabins. 
outfitters and tent and trailer 
campgrounds). 

For further information, order Traveller 
Accommodation Statistics, 1977 (63-204, 
$1.05), or contact Mrs. R. Bennett (6 13-996-
930 1), Merchandising and Services Division, 
Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A 0V4. 

Distribution, Income/Wealth, 1977 
According to the latest in a series of data on 
assets and debts of households collected 
as a supplement to a survey of consumer 
finances mean wealth of all family units 
reached $46,273 and - in 1976 - their 
average income reached $1 5,849. 

The distribution of wealth and mean 
wealth varied considerably according to 
family income group. 

Family units with incomes under $3,000 
had a mean wealth of $16,657 with 30% 
holding wealth of less than $1,000. 

Family units with incomes $35,000 and 
over had a mean wealth of $205,859 with 
31.1% reporting wealth of $150,000 and 
over. 

The composition of wealth at the national 
level indicates that the value of owner-
occupied homes accounts for 47.9% of 
total asset holdings. Assets held in the form 
of equity in business/professional interests 
constitute 19.3%. 

Only one-fifth of total asset holdings 
consist of liquid and other financial assets. 

Composition of wealth also varies with 
size of family income. 

Mortgage debt on a home is the biggest 
financial liability. 

Expressed as a percentage proportion of 
total asset holdings, this liability amounts to 
10.8% at the national level against 18.9% for 
family units in the $20,000-$24,999 income 
group. 

Of all family units, 59.6% own their homes 
and the average market value of an owner-
occupied home is estimated at $43,843. 

Of all home-owners, 54% have a mort-
gage on the home and their average 
mortgage indebtedness is $1 8,285. 

For data on the distribution and composi-
lion of wealth of families by their selected 
socio-demo graphic characteristics, order 
The Distribution of Income and Wealth in 
Canada, 1977, Catalogue no. 13-570, schedu-
led for release in the fall of 1979. Inquiries, 
meanwhile, should be directed to the Data 
Dissemination Section (613-992-4742), 
Consumer Income and Expenditure Division, 
Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A 0T6. 

Consolidated Government Finance, 
1976 
Consolidated revenue for all levels of 
government for the fiscal year ending 
nearest to December 31, 1976 totalled 
$75,749 million, up $9,458 million (14.3%) 
from 1975. Tax revenue of $60,440 million 
showed an increase of $7,255 million 
(13.6%) and non-tax revenue at $15,310 
rose $2,204 million (16.8%). 

Consolidated expenditure: $80,580 mil-
lion up $8,770 million (12.2%). Largest 
expenditures: social services $18,309 
million (22.7% of the total), education 
$12,190 million (15.1%) and health $10,140 
million (12.6%). In 1967 by comparison, 
these functions shared 18.4%, 18.6 and 
10,5% of total consolidated government 
expenditure. 

For further information, contact G. Lyttle 
(613-995-9894), Research and Consolidation 
Section, Public Finance Division, Statistics 
Canada, Ottawa K1A 0T6. 
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AGRICULTURE Apparent Domestic Availability of 
Farm Cash Receipts, January 1979 21-001 	30'/$3 Selected Manufactured Products, 1975 31 -529 
Field Crop Reporting Series, No. 2— Battery Manufacturers, 1977 43-208 70 
March Intentions of Principal Field Canned and Frozen Fruits and 
Crop Area. Canada, April 6, 1979 22-002E 	$5 60 series Vegetables, January 1979 32-011 300/$3 
Grains and Oilseeds Review, Cement, February 1979 44-001 154/$150 
February 1979 22-007 	400/$4 Cement Manufacturers. 1977 44-204 705 

Clay Products Manufacturers 
BALANCE OF PAYMENTS (From Domestic Clays), 1977 44-215 705 
Quarterly Estimates of the Canadian Cotton Yarn and Cloth Mills. 1977 34-205 705 
Balance of International Payments, Domestic Refrigerators and Freezers, 
Fourth Quarter 1978 67-001 	$1.05/$420 February 1979 43-001 155/$1.50 
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Building Permits, December 1978 64-001 	7051$7 December 31, 1978 35-006 355/s1 .40 
Private and Public Investment in Refractories Manufacturers, 1977 44-214 705 
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No. 2, Quarterly Investment in Stone Products Manufacturers, 1977 44-213 
Housing, 1978 64-003 	I$1 40 The Sugar Situation, February 1979 32-013 155/S1 
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