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Inm Weekly Bulletin

LATEST MONTHLY STATISTICS

Employment, Earnings and Hours
Average weekly earnings In Canadian
industry at $278.19 in February were up
7.5% from $258.85 a year earlier.

First estimates show that (unadjusted)
average weekly earnings (by province)
were highest in British Columbia ($313 13).
followed by Alberta ($292.66), Ontario
($277.10), Québec ($273.84), Newfound-
land ($265.77), Saskatchewan ($265.10).
New Brunswick ($252.02). Manitoba
($250.17), Nova Scotia ($236.34) and
Prince Edward Island ($206.02).

Average weekly earnings in February (by
Industry division) were as follows: mining,
$413.70; construction, $397.43; forestry,
$366.39; transportation, communication
and other utilities, $329.63; manufacturing.
$302 85; finance, insurance and real estate.
426025, trade, $20985, and service,
wl 88.97.

Compared with February 1978, average

\ howly earnings were up 8.6% in mining.
7E8% in manufacturing and 58% in
eenstruction.

For turther infarmation, aorder the February
1979 issue of Employment, Earnings and
Hours (72-002, 70¢/$7), or contact R. Ouel-
lette (613-992-5613), Labour Division, Statis-
tics Canada, Ottawa K1A OV2.

Unemployment Insurance Statistics
Claimants qualifying for unemployment
insurance benefits numbered 966,000 for
the week ended February 17, up 4% from
the previous month but 6% fewer than in
February 1978

Unemployment insurance benefits paid
in February tolalied $428 million, a de-
crease of 19% from January and down 7%
from a year earlier. The drop in payments
resulted from a 15% decrease in the
number of weeks of benefil paid along with
a 4% decline in the average weekly benefit
to $108.09. (The latter figure reflects the
reduction in the benefit rate to 60% of
average weekly insurable earnings in 1979
from 66 2/3% in 1978.) Disbursements for
the first two months of 1979 amounted to
£954 million, down 2% from the January-
February 1978 period.

For further information, order the quarterly
.Bt"mncal Report on the Operation of the
Lkssmployment Insurance Act (73-001,
%9.061$4.20), or Preliminary Unemployment
Imawrance Statistics (73-001p), or contact
George Fincham (613-995-8445), Labour
Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A OV1.
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Radlo Broadcasting
Gross national AM and FM radio air-time
sales were $4.4 million in January, a
decrease of 12.0% from $5.0 million in
January 1978 Net national sales after
deduction of agency and other commis-
sions amounted to $3.8 million, down 11 6%
from $4.3 million a year earlier.

Net local air-time sales were up 7.5% to
$15.7 million in January from $14.6 miliion.

For further information, order the January
1979 issue of Radio Broadcasting (56-003,
15¢/%1.50), or contact J.R. Slattery (613-996-
9271}, Transportation and Communications
Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A 0T6.

Telecommunication Statistics

Teleglobe Canada, Canadian National
Telecommunications and Canadian Pacific
(telecommunications branch) reported
revenues of $85.7 million for the fourth
quarter of 1978, up 8.3% from the corres-
ponding period in 1977. Operating ex-
penses increased 4.5% to $66.1 million. Net
operating revenue at $19.5 million advan-
ced 23.4% from the fourth quarter of 1977.

For the year 1978, operating revenues
totalled $327.9 million, up 12.3% over 1977
while expenses increased 7.0% to . $265.6
million. Net operating revenue rose 42.1%
to $62.2 million.

For further information, order the fourth
quarter 1978 issue of the Communications
Service Bullstin, Telecommunications Statis-
tics (56-001, $1.40 a ysar), or contact J.R.
Slattery (613-996-9271). Transportation and
Communications Division, Statistics Canada,
Otrawa K1A 076.

The Dairy Review

An estimated 442 977 kilolitres of milk were
sold off farms for all purposes in February,
an increase of 4.8% from February 1978.

This brought milk production during the
two months of 1979 to an estimated
932 076 kilolitres, up 4.6% from the
January-February 1978 period.

For further information, order the March
1979 issue of The Dairy Review (23-001,
40¢/%4), or contact C.M. Riach (613-995-
4858), Agriculture Division, Statistics Cana-
da, Ottawa K1A OL7.

New Publications

Off Farm Work by Farmers, by Ray
D. Boliman (Catalogue No.99-756E,
$2.80 in Canada, $3.35 elsewhere).

Highlights

* One half the operators of Canadian
farms with annual sales of $50 or
more participate in some off-farm
work. Although the number of farms
in 1976 declined to only half that of
1941 and although sizes of hold-
ings doubled in the same period,
the proportion of operators who
work off their farms has remained
relatively constant.

® On average, 58.3 days of off-farm
work were reported in 1976, com-
pared to 26.8 days in 1940.

® Earnings from off-farm work have
risen to a level equal to 74 per cent
of net income fromfarmingin 1971,
from 18%in 1940, and 36% in 1958.

e Over 36% of Canada's food pro-
duction comes from farms whose
operators participate in some off-
farm work.

¢ Off-farm work tends to be concen-
trated among certain operator
groups. Operators of forestry, fruit
and vegetable and cattie enter-
prises have a higher tendency to
participate in off-farm work. Those
with wheat and field-crop enter-
prises participate lessin such work.

Households and Famiiies

Now available is the Census
analytical study, Canadian
Households and Families, by Sylvia
T. Wargon (catalogue 99-753E,
$2.10).

The study examines at the Canada
level some major features of the most
recent patterns of change in the
formation and demographic com-
position of households and families.
Chapter 1 discusses the broad
questions o which the study ad-
dresses itself, explains the census
concepts underlying the statistics
used, and summarizes the main
conclusions and some of the social
implications of the research resulls.
Chapter 2 examines some major
features of recent generalchanges in
Canadian population, households
and families. Recent trends in the
formation, composition and
characteristics of household and
family heads and their members are
treated in Chapters 3 (households)
and 4 (families). The concluding
chapter outlines the major findings in
terms of their importance for the role
of the family in Canada, and indicates
avenues of further investigation.

Construction in Canada, 1977

The Canadian construction program for
1977 at a level of $358034 million
exceeded the 1976 volume by $26722
million or 8.1%. (The construction total of
$33,131.2 million for 1976 increased 16 8°
from $28,376.3 million in 1975, which wa
in turn, up 14.9% from 1974.) The increase
for 1977 is higher than the 7.9% that was
anticipated last year for 1977 but amounted
in terms of constant dollar volume to an
increase of only 0.1%.

An analysis of the total value of work put
in place in 1977 by the various industries
reveals some significant variations from
1976. The mining sector showed the largest
percentage increase (189%) in 1977
followed by manufacturing (16.6%) and
agriculture and fishing (14.8%). The com-
mercial services sector showed a signifi-
cant decrease (36.7%), due primarily to the
completion of the Olympic Games.

Expenditures in all provinces except
Newtoundland and New Brunswick increa-
sed in 1977 with notable advances of 18.4%
in Prince Edward Island, 17.8% in Alberta,
10.0% in Saskatchewan, and 85% in
Manitoba. In Newfoundland and New
Brunswick, expenditures dropped by 15.0%
and 2.2%, respectively.

in 1977, new construction was up 7.1%
while the repair portion showed an increase
of 13.8%. The proportion of the complete
program performed under contract during
1977 remained comparabie to 1374
(81.8%). The value of engineering-r:.&
construction at 40.5% of the tofal estimie
volume for 1977 was up 14.5% over | EI;'
while the building activity portion at 58.5%
was up only 4.1% over the preceding yedi
The strength (in dollar volume) in the
engineering group of structures was prima-
rily due to projects classified under gas and
oil facilities and electric power construc-
tion. As noted above, building construction
rose by 4.1% with the largest dollar volume
increases in residential buildings and
industrial-type buildings such as factories,
plants, mine and mine mill buildings, railway
stations, etc.

For additional information concerning
construction expenditures by sectors, pro-
vinces and by contract — own account
breakdown, contact M. Hartley (613-995-
8423), Construction Census Section,
Construction Division, Statistics Canada,
Ottawa K1A 0T6. The publication Construc-
tion in Canada, 1977 (catalogue 64-201) is
scheduled to be released in May.

Coal and Coke Statistics
Canadian coal production decreased 4.6%
in February to 2 513 737 melric tonnes
from 2 634 064 tonnes a year earlier.
Landed imports rose 30.8% to 11.6%
tonnes from 8 920 tonnes.

Coal production for the first two months of
1979 at 5 392 897 tonnes was up 52%
from 5 124 833 tonnes in the January-

February 1978 period.

For fturther information, contact Da’
Madsen (613-992-4021), Energy Sectioif
Manufacturing and Primary Industries Divi-
sion, Statistics Canada, Qttawa K1A 076, or
order the February issue of Coal and Coke
Statistics (45-002, 40¢/3%4).




Housing Starts

New residential construction activity decli-
ned in the tirst quarter of 1979 with housing
starts dropping 32.1% to 32,024 from
#7137 in the first quarter of 1978

Housing starts (dwelling units) recorded
k1 ihe latest quarter, with January-March
iG78 figures in brackets: Alberta, 9,999
{12,225); Ontario, 6,967 (11,291); Québec,
5479 (9.043); Bntish Columbia, 4,436
(6.765), Saskatchewan, 2432 (2,099);
Manitoba, 1,257 (3,855); Nova Scotia, 658
(906). Newfoundiand, 303 (209); New
Brunswick, 263 (567); and Prince Edward
Island, 230 (237).

On a seasonally-adjusted basis, housing
starts in the first quarter of 1979 at an
annual rate of 211500 units were down
from a rate of 299,000 units in the first
quarter of 1978.

For lurther information, order the March
1979 issue of Housing Starts and Comple-
tions (64-002, 55¢/$5.50), or contact J.P.
Délisle (613-994-9527), Construction Divi-
sion, Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A OT6.

import/Domestic Export Indexes
Import and export prices increased subs-
tantially in February, as the fixed-weight
price indexes both increased more than 2%
from their January levels. On a current-
weighted basis the increases were 1%, or
iess.

Seasonally-adjusted import volume de-
clined for the second month, bringing the
ingex average for the first two months of
1879 to 167.2 compared with 168.1 for the
founh quarter of 1978. Export volume
drapped sharply in February, with the result
that the average index of 147.7 for the first
two Months was 2.6% lower than the fourth
quarter 1978 level.

For lurther information, order the March
1979 issue of Summary of External Trade (65-
001, 40¢/$4).

Electric Power Statistics
February net generation increased to 31.9
TW.h from 303 TW.h in 1978. Hydro
generation increased 3.2%. thermal pro-
duction 9.3%.

Year-to-date total generation: 66.9 TW.h,
up 4.8% on 1978

For further information, order the February
1979 issue of Electric Power Statistics {57-
001, 30¢/%3).

HOW TO ORDER
Statistics Canada Publications

Send initial order to:

Publications Distribution,

Room 1405, Main Building,
Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A 0T6
State:

Title of Report,

&onth, Quarter or Year of Issue;
Catalogue Number.

Fiease enclose money order or
=heque made payable to the order of:
Receiver General for Canada.

Business Conditions Survey

Canadian manufacturers reporting to the
April Business Conditions Survey expres-
sed more optimism about production for the
second quarter of 1979 than they showed
for the first quarter. Results show that 33%
of the weighted response expects produc-
tion to be higher from April through June
than it was in the January to March period,
whereas in the January survey only 26% felt
this optimism about production. The pro-
portion expecting production to be lower
decreased to 13% from the previous
quarter's 17%. (Management is asked to
allow for normal seasonal conditions when
responding.)

The ievel of new orders was reported to
be rising by 40% of the weighted response
and declining by 10%. In January, 37%
indicated orders were rising and 9% that
they were declining. The proportion of the
response indicating a higher than normal
backlog of unfilled orders declined slightly
to 27% in April from 30% in January while
those reporting a lower than normal
backlog remained unchanged at 10% In
both periods. in the same period of 1978,
only 14% reported that the orders backlog
was higher than normai and 19% that it was
lower.

Finished product inventory was feit to be
too high by 11% of the weighted response in
Aprit and too low by 13%. This is fairly
similar to January's resultls when 9%
indicated inventories were too high and
16% too low.

Shortages of raw materials and skilled
labour were once again the two major
causes of production difficulties, with 14%
of the weighted response citing the former
and 12% the latter.

When classified by economic use or type
of market served by the producer, the
results show the largest quarter-to-quarter
changes occurred in the non-durable
consumer goods industries where opli-
mism about production increased to 42%
from 18% of the weighted response, and in
the export-based industries where only
13% now feel finished product inventory is
too low compared to 39% in January.

Response from the April survey repre-
sented more than 6500 manufacluring
establishments whose shipments accoun-
ted for about 53% of all shipments in these
industries in 1976.

For further information, contact Brian
Preston (613-996-7008), Manufacturing and
Primary industries Division, Statistics Cana-
da, Ottawa K1A OV6.
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Qil Pipeline Transport

Canadian oil pipe lines received
443 900 m3D of crude oil. condensate,
pentanes plus and refined petroleum
product in February, an increase of 11.2%
from the 399 000 m3D received a year
earlier. Receipts of domestic petroleum and
products increased 14.3% 1o
398 300 m3D, while those of imported
petroleum and products decreased 9.5% 10
45 600 m3D.

For further information, order the February
1979 issue of Oil Pipe Line Transport (55-001,
30¢./83), orcontact George Kitchen (613-992-
4021), Manufacturing and Primary Industries
Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A 0T6.

Crude Petroleum and Natural Gas Pro-
duction

Crude petroleum production for January
averaged 240 900 cubic metres a day
(1,515,900 barrels/day), up 10.5% from
218 000 cubic metres/day (1.371.800
barrels/day) in January 1978.

Net new production of natural gas for the
latest period averaged 335 100 thousand
cubic metres/day (11.828.300 thousand
cubic feet/day), up 6.2% from 315 500
thousand cubic metres/day (11,138,400
thousand cubic feet/day) in January 1978.

For further information, order the January
1879 issue of Crude Pefroleum and Natural
Gas Production [ 26-006, 30¢/$3), or contac!
George Kitchen (613-992-4021), Manufactu-
ring and Primary Industries Division, Statis-
tics Canada, Ottawa K1A 0T6.

the day following release.

Statistics Canada Daily on CANSIM
Commencing Monday, April 30th, the table of contents and publications released
portions of the Statistics Canada Daily are available on CANSIM. Access is available
in both English and French through the CANSIM interactive system (C 1.S.) command
“"DAILY". It will be released each day at 1:00 p.m. (Ottawa time). Complete contents of
the Daily are available in User Advisory Services reference centres across Canada
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