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Trade

On a seasonally-adjusted balance of
payments basis. exports feli 3.1% or just
under $200 million to $6.16 billion. imports
increased 8% or $457 milion to $6.17
billion. As a result. the merchandise trade
balance was reduced to a deficit of $7
¢illion in April from a surplus of $649 miilion
i pdarch.

Exporls (seasonally adjusted) on a
Cuatoms basis saw substantial declines in
fabricated matenals and end products with
the largest decreases in value for non-
terrous metals, passenger cars, aircraft and
other fransportation equipment, lumber and
chemicals. Fabricated material exports
declined 9% to $2.2 billion. Declines were
registered for non-ferrous metals down
23% or $140 million to $460 million.
chemicsls down 21% to $200 million,

e Jown 19% to $240 million and
au'p down 125% to $310 million.
tolaw:n and coal products increased
0% io $250 million and iron and steel
403 increased 11% to $170 million, End
product exports declined 6% to $1.7 billion,
the main weakness being a decrease of
25% in exports of passenger cars to $270
inillion and a decline of 23% in exports of
awrcraft and other transportation equipment
w $200 million. Exports of agricultural
inachinery were down 7% in March and 6%
i April. Truck and other motor vehicle
exports increased 6.2% to $215 million but
parts exports declined 8.4% to $295 million.
industrial machinery exports increased
16% to $195 million and communication
aquipment exports increased 8% to $250
inilion. Food, feed, beverages and tobacco
@xports decreased 11% to $540 million.
Fish exports were down 36% to $65 million
and wheat exports were virtually unchan-
ged at $310 million. Crude material exports
increased 6% to $1.4 billion. A recovery in
coal exports — almost doubiing to $77
million — helped to outweigh deciines of 5%
In crude petroleum exports to $245 million,
4.5% in natural gas exports to $350 miilion
and 55% in metaliic ore exports to $460
milhon. Asbestos exports increased 14% to
850 maifion.

lmports  (seasonally adjusted) on a

igms basis mainly increased in com-

Sy values of crude petroleum. up just

@1 $100 millionto $710million, coal which
ioce than doubled to $150 million. chemi-
€als which increased 20% to $325 miliion
and motor vehicle parts which increased
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| R & D Expenditures of Several OECD Countries
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9% to $655 million. End product imports
increased 7.2% to $3.34 billion largely due
to gains in imports of motor vehicle parts,
industrial machinery up 7% to $580 million,
aircraft and other transportation equipment
up 247% to $180 milion and other
equipment up 11.7% to $345 million.
Imports of agricultural machinery and
household goods increased 9.3% to $205
million and 3.9% to $125 million. Other
major end products declined following
increases in March. Imports of passenger
cars fell 13% to $360 million and trucksand
other motor vehicles declined 9.2% to $120
million. Imports of computer and office
machines were down 17% to $125 miliion
and communication equipment decreased
3.2% to $185 million. Fabricaled materials
increased 5.5% to $1.31 billion. As already
noted, chemicals increased most. Non-
ferrous metals, which more than doubled in
March, fell 23.4% in April to $330 million.
The remaining major fabricated material
commaodities all increased. Iron and steel
imports increased 10.6% to $135 million.
Textiles, hardware and wood and paper all
increased about 7%. Crude materials
increased 5% to $1.1 billion and food, feed,
beverages and tobacco increased 9.8% to
$375 million. Imports of fruit and vegetables
increased 11.5% to $130 million.

For fturther information on area and com-
modity trade, order the April 1980 issue of
Summary of External Trade (65-001, $3/$30).

Radio Broadcasting
Gross March air-time sales: $10.3 million,
up 25.6% from $8.2 million in 1979. After
commissions net national sales rose 24 6%
to $8.6 miliion from $6.9 million. Net local
air-time sales rose 16.7% to $23.1 million
from $19.8 million.

Gross year-to-date: $86.6 million against
$74.0 million, up 17.0%. Net sales rose
17.4% to $81.0 miilion from $69.0 million.

For further information, order the March
1980 issue of Radio Broadcasting (56-003,
$1.50/$15), or contact J.R. Slattery (613-996-
0271), Transportation and Communications
Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A 0V1.

Capacity Utilization Rates
in Canadian Manufacturing,
by Quarter
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Real Domestic Product

{In addition to the regular monthly revision,
the April release of RDP will incorporate
revision resulting from new annual informa-
tion, changes in methodology and the
application of revised seasonal factors. The
revisions will relate to the period January
1976 to March 1980.)

March's seasonally-adjusted Index of
Real Domestic Product is estimated to have
increased to 140.9, up 1.0% from Februa-
ry's 139.5. The Index of Industrial Produc-
tion advanced 1.3% (goods-producing
0.9% and service-producing t.1%). All
industry groupings recorded output in-
creases except forestry and construction.
Most significant increases came in com-
munily, business and personal services,
manufacturing. and transportation, storage
and communication services. (The March
increase in manufacturing activity was the
sharpest monthly gain since September
1979. However, the output level for March
1980 was still 0.9% below the level of March
1979.) Most of the gain in community,
business and personal services was the
result of a return to work of some 80,000
teachers and support staff in the Québec
school system towards the end of February.

Real Domestic Product declined on a
quarterly basis by an estimated 0.2% to
140.0 from fourth quarter 1979's 140.2.
Goods-producing industries decreased
0.7% (equalling a fourth quanter decline)
and service-producing rose 0.2%.

Total trade output decreased slightly in
the quarter. Wholesale trade output decrea-
sed. With the exception of a sharp increase
in new motor vehicle dealer sales (due to
Ontario saies tax rebates and promotional
campaigns) most other components of
retail trade fell in the first quarter. Furniture,
TV, radio and appliance stores output
increased in the quarter following a fourth
quarter decline. Clothing stores sales
decreased for the second consecutive
quarter. Community, business and personai
services decreased mainly due to a strike of
teachers and support staft in Quebec.
Qutput of hotels and restaurants and
taverns also decreased. Most other indus-
tries in the group recorded Increases
(particular strength in health and welfare
services and services to business manage-
ment).

Construction output was down morethan
2% for the second consecutive quarter,
residential and non-residential contributing.

Qutput of the manufacturing industries
fell 1.1%, with reduced demand for North
American passenger cars (particularly in
the United States) a major factor. In
Canada, the share of North American
manufactured passenger cars in total
passenger car sales fell from 84% in the
fourth quarter to 82%.

The fall in the wood products industries
and in the non-metallic mineral products
manufacturers reflects the weakness of
new construction expenditure in the U.S.
and Canada.

Clothing and textiles manufacturers
reported reduced output for the second

consecutive quarter reflecting reduced
consumer demand.

Pulp and paper output increased it (i
first quarter in response to inCres
domestic demand and export demand ir
countries other than the U.S Other indu
tries registering quarterly increases wiai:?
manufacturers of major appliances, marntus
facturers of household radio and TVs and
communications equipment manufactu-
rers.

The increase in mining is attributable to
advances in production of nickel ore and
petroleum and natural gas. Strikes in
January and February reduced coal mining
output 12% in the quarter.

Increases in output of grain elevators and
telephone systems accounted for most of
the gain in transportation, storage and
communication. For grain elevators the
increase is due to a number of factors
including the early opening of the St
Lawrence Seaway, the opening of additio-
nal grain ioading facilities in Vancouver and
the end of disruption caused by damage to
a railway bridge in Vancouver. The end to
strike activity is one of the reasons for the
strong increase in telephone systems inthe
quarter.

For turther information, order the March
1980 issue of Indexes of Real Domestic
Product by Industry (61-005. $3/$30). or
contact R.W. Collins (613-9950443), Induuiry
Product Division, Statistics Canada. Otiswa
K1A 0T6. .
International Travel
Residents returning from April visits 1 tha
United States and elsewhere fell compared
with a year earlier. U.S. visitors rose 36.2%

(a dramatic growth in short-term automo-

bile entries) and others increased marginal-

ly.
Residents returning from the U.S. totalled
2.9 million. down 4.4% from 1979, and from
elsewhere 131,000, down 139%. US.
visitors numbered 2.5 million, up 36.2%, and
visitors from other countries increased
0.1% to 107,000.

Year-to-date: 10.0 million residents
returned from the U.S., up 0.9%; from other
countries, 648100 (down 6.0%); US.
residents entering numbered 8.0 million (up
34.2%); visitors from other countries rose
14.1% to 288,000.

Residents re-entering from a long-term
stay in the US. (including overnight or
longer bus and auto tratfic and all plane,
boat and train entries) rose 0.4% to 3.4
million over four months; those returning
from other countries numbered 648,100,
down 6.0%: long-term travellers from the
U.S. rose 1.3% to 1.6 million and visitors
from elsewhere (excluding same-day via
the U.S. by land entries) numbered 243,000,
up 13.5%.

For {further information, order the Api
1980 issue of International Travel — Advaric
Intormation (66-002, $1.50/815), or contast
Mike Valiquette (613-995-0847 ), International
Travel Section, Statistics Canada, QOttawa
K1A 0Z8.




Industry Seiling Price index
The Industry Seling Price Index for manu-
iacluing (1971=100) increased 05% to
2403 in April from revised March's 2390,
nicding 12.9% above a year earlier, The
gith change has declined each
h since January and is now the lowest

ce January 1979's 12.8%.

Significant movers: paper and allied
Withomiries, chemical and chemical pro-
ducts industries, metal fabricating indus-
tries, textile industries, food and beverages
industries and wood industries. Paper and
allied industries and chemical and chemi-
cal products industries continue to show
increasing 12-month rates of change. Metal
fabricating, textile and food and beverage
industries — decelerating in recent months
— showed an upward movement. The
wood industries major group continued
downward movements of recent months.

The paper and allied industries price
index increased 3.3% in April, the largest
monthly increase of any major group this
month and the largest for this major group
since October 1979 For the first time since
November 1979 the 12-month rate surpas-
sed 18%. Chemical and chemical products:
up 2.3% and up 19% in the iast 12 months,
the highest rate since May 1975. The metal
fabricating major group increased 1.4% in
April and 10% in the last 12 months.
Textiles: up 23% and !5%. Food and
haevarage industries: 0.5% and 7%. Wood
indusiiies: in April down 6.1%; the 12-month
@ ol change has declined steadily from a
rise in September 1979 toa minus t 0%
il
{Diin users: for six months indexes are
duiywat to revision.) For further information,
order the April 1980 issue of Industry Price
Statistics (62-011, $3.50/$35).

New Motor Vehicle Sales

New motor vehicles sold in April fell 6.0%to
124 471 from 1979. Automobiles made in
the United States and Canada fell 13.0% to
75,144 and Canadian and U.S. commercial
vehicles 7. 5% to 31,889,

Automobiles from overseas rose 46 3%
to 15,689 from 1979 and overseas-made
commercial vehicles rose 131.0% 1o 1,749
Value of the cars rose 46.1% to $1140
million and the commercial vehicles increa-
sed 129.9% to $12.4 million. Value of U.S.
and Canadian cars $old decreased 1 8% o
$616.6 miliion: commercial vehicles rose
9.3% 10 $373.9 million.

Sales value of all vehicles increased
6.1% to $1.116.8 million, including 323
coaches and buses valued at $10.2 million.
Seasonally-adjusted sales of automobiles
manutactured in Canada and the U.S. fell
9.9% from July to 61,382 and those of cars
from overseas decreased 6.7% to 13,057.
Commercial vehicles rose 3.8% to 29,723
For four months, sales reached 438 468
(456,551 in 1979), value $38542
. up 6.4% from 1979
turther information, see the April 1980
tazo# 0! New Motor Vehicle Sales (63-007,
$2.500825), or contact M. Kwilecki (613-996-
9304), Retail Trade Section, Merchandising
and Services Division, Statistics Canada.

Export/Import, Price/Volume Indexes
On a Customs, fixed weight basis. March
export and import price indexes continued
to increase at a substantial pace, export
prices 2.7% and import prices 2.2%.
March's 2.7% brought the first quarter
increase in export prices to 5.9% compared
with increases of about 7.5% in each of the
third and fourth quarters of 1979. First
quarter import prices rose 3.8% compared
with about 5.5% in third and fourth quarters,
1979. Export prices were 29% and import
prices 19% above first quarter 1979 prices.
On a current weighted basis, export prices
rose 9% and import prices 5% compared
with fourth quarter 1979.

The seasonally-adjusted March domes-
tic export volume index rose 3.8% following
a 4.1% increase in February and a decline
of 7.4% in January. Import volume increa-
sed almost as much as export volume
(3.5%) following declines of 2.5% in Februa-
ry and 0.4% in January. On a quarterly
basis, export volume fell 4.1% following
increases in third and fourth quarter 1979,
and is 4.2% below the level of the first
quarter 1979. Import volume declined for
the second quarter in a row, 2.9%, (1.6% in
the fourth) and is 5.1% below the level of
first quarter 1979.

For further information, order the April
1980 issue of Summary of External Trade (65-
001, $3,$30).

Unempioyment Insurance Statistics
March's survey saw 829,000 claimants
qualified for wunemployment insurance
benefits — down 2% from February and
13% from a year earlier. Eighty-six percent
of beneficiaries drew regular benelfits
compared with 87% a year earlier.

Benefits paid to claimants amounted to
$439 million, up 5% from the previous
month and 2% from 1979. Payments for the
first quarter reached $!,328 million, down
4% from 1979 The average weekly benefit
rose 9% to $120.17 and the number of
weeks of benefit dropped by 12%.

Persons applying for unemployment
insurance benefits in March iotalled
190,000, a decrease of 13% from February
and down 2% from a year earlier. For the
first three months, claims numbered
747,000, up 7%.

For further information, order the March
1980 issue of Preliminary Unempioyment
insurance Stalistics (73-001p), the Statistical
Report on the Operation of the Unempioy-
ment Insurance Act (73-001, Quarterly), or
contact George Fincham (613-992-7461),
Labour Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa
K1A OV1.

Vinyl-Asbestos Floor Tiles

April saw manufacturers produce 4,421
short tons (4 011 tonnes) or 8,245450
square feet (766 027 m2) against 3,114
(3369) or 7566504 (702 979) a year
earlier.

For further information, order the April
1980 issue of Production and Shipments of
Filoor Tiles (47-001, $1.50/815), or contact G.
Eiliot (613-996-3226), Manufacturing and
Primary Indusiries Division, Statistics Cana-
da, Ottawa K1A OT6.

3

Average Earnings

Average weekly earnings rose 9.8% to
$308.73 in Maich from $281.06 in 1979,
Average hourly earnings in manufacturing
reached $7.99 (from $7.24), in construction
$11.80 ($10.91) and in mining $10.54
($9.48).

Provincial breakdowns show average
weekly earnings were highest in British
Columbia ($348.63) and followed by Alber-
ta ($331.08). Ontario ($304.61), Québec
{$306 12), Saskaichewan ($291.35), New-
foundland ($289.72), Manitoba ($274.88),
New Brunswick ($277 48), Nova Scotia
($261.72) and Prince Edward [sland
($225.32).

Average weckly earnings by industry
division were: construction $444.18; mining
$264.02; forestry $416.07; transportation,
communication and other utilities $367.71;
manufacturing $335.73; finance, insurance
and real estate $297.86, trade $231.02 and
service $205.28.

For lurther information, order the March
1980 issue of Employment, Earnings and
Hours (72-002, $4/%40). or contact R. Ouel-
lette (613-992-5613), Labour Division, Statis-
tics Canada, Otrawa K1A 0V2.

Psychiatric Inpatients, 1977

From 355 psychiatric inpatient sources,
129,395 admissions were reported, up 2%
since 1976 and 47% since 1967. Of the
admissions, 55% went 1o psychiatric units
of general hospitals. 24% to mental hospi-
tals, 10% to psychiatric hospitals and 11%
to other psychiatric inpatient facilities. Most
frequent diagnoses for male admissions:
alcoholism (23%), schizophrenia (19%),
neuroses (18%), affective psychoses (9%)
and personality disorders (6%). For female
admissions; neuroses (35%), affective
psychoses (15%), schizophrenia (15%),
alcoholism (6%) and personality disorders
(5%).

Detailed tabulations on admissions and
separations of patients appear in Mental
Health Statistics, Volume | — Institutional
Admissions and Separations, 1977 (83-204,
$15). For further information, contact Rodney
Riley (613-995-0861), Institutional Cara Sta-
tistics Section, Health Division, Statistics
Canada, Ottawa K1A 0T6.

Electric Power Statistics
March net generation increased to 343
TWh from 315 TWh in 1979 Hydro
generation rose 4.7%, thermal production
17.7%. Year-lo-date: 103.4 TW.h (5.4%).
For further intormation, order the March
1980 issue of Electric Power Statistics (57-
001, $2.50/825) or contact David Madsen
(613-996-3139), Manulacturing and Primary
Industries Division, Statistics Canada, Ofta-
wa K1A OT6.

Electric Lamps

April sales of electric lamps (light sources),
including imports, reached 24,712,201
units valued at $18,343.109.

For further information, order the April
1980 issue of Electric Lamps — Light Sources
(43-009, $1.50/815), or contact J. Pell (613-
996-3226 ), Manufacturing and Primary Indus-
tries Division, Statistics Canada.
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