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Canada's Merchandise Trade 
On a seasonally adjusted balance-of-
payments basis, preliminary results indi-
cate that Canada's exports increased 4 3% 
or $303 million from the preceding month to 
$7.29 billion in November 1981. while 
imports declined 1 .0% or $62 million to 
$6.17 billion. As a result, the merchandise 
trade surplus increased $365 million to 
$112 billion in November from $758 million 
in October. But the surplus for the first 11 
months of 1981 at $5.64 billion was down 
$1.40 billion from the $7.04 billion surplus 
recorded during the Janua ry- November 
1980 period. 
Commodity Analysis 
On a customs basIs, for seasonally adjus- 
ted domestic exports the largest increases 
in value for November were for motor 
vehicle products (up 12% or $130 million to 
Si 23 billion following a $90 million decline 

' . ober), wheat (up 40% or $1 15 million 
00 million), chemicals, including 

'r (up 32% or $100 million to $410 
ililliun) and coal (up 130% or $80 million to 

$140 million). Metal ores and concentrates 
declined 30% or $115 million to $270 
million. 

For imports, the largesl decreases in 
value in November were for crude oil (down 
21% or $115 million to $425 million 
following a $50 million decrease in Octo-
ber). aircraft and other transportation 
equipment (down 19% or $55 million to 
$225 million following a $60 million decline 
in October) and non-ferrous metals (down 
31% or $50 million to $1 10 million following 
a $65 million decrease in October). 
Trading Partner Analysis 
Exports to most major country groupings 
increased in November. Exports to the 
United States increased 3,8% or $180 
million to $4.82 billion following a 2.3% 
increase in October. Exports to Japan rose 
24% or $75 million to $405 million, after 
decreasing 4% in October. Exports to 
"Other America" rose 5% to $355 million, 
after increasing 13% in October, Exports to 
"Other EEC" countries were down 2% to 
$4fl million following a 17% increase in 

'nber. 
rI from "Other EEC" countries and 

• 	'i imports from most other major 
groupings decreased in November 

's from the U.S. decreased 0.9% or 
iiillion to $4,262 million, following a 

10.9% decrease in October. Imports from 
(continued on next page) 



the U.K., 'Other OECD" countries and 
• Other America" decreased in both Octo-
ber and November 1981. Imports from 
• Other EEC" countries increased 13% or 
$45 million to $415 million after decreasing 
11 % in October. Imports from Japan 
'icreased marginally following a 16% 
Increase in October. 
For further information, order the Nove,Y. 

ber 1981 issue of Summary of External Trade 
(65-001, $31$30), or contact Gordon Blaney 
(613-995-6305), Trade Inquiries Unit, or 
Henry Glouchkow (613-995-6115), Trade and 
Analysis Section, External Trade Division, 
Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A 0T6. 

Export/Import Indexes 
• omestic export prices, on a tixed base-
•.veighted basis, increased 0.2% in October 
981 however the overall 1 .4% decrease in 
port prices in the May-October period 

r]dlcates a continuing trend of price 
weakness. Import prices continued to rise 
core moderately with an increase of 0.4% 
n October following a 0.6% increase in the 
(bird quarter, a 2.2% increase in the second 
md a 5.7% increase in the first quarter of 
1981. On a current weighted basis, export 
prices increased slightly in October and 
rnport prices were down 0.8%. 

The seasonally adjusted volume index 
'or domestic exports decreased 1.3% in 
October after a 2.5% rise in September. A 
decline of 10% in import volume for October 

ancelled Out most of the 12.5% increase in 
September. 

For further information, contact Leslie Vic-
zian or Peter Wang (613-995-6115). Interna-
tional Trade Indexes Unit, External Trade 
Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A 0T6. 

Labour Income 
abour income for the month of October 
981 was estimated at $16,109.1 million, an 
crease of $1,921.8 million or 13.5%  from 

)ctober 1980. 
Adjusted for seasonal variation, wages 

md salaries rose by $32.7 million between 
September and October to $14,668.9 
million. 

The estimates will be published in the 
October-December 1981 issue of Estimates 
of Labour Income (72-005, $51$20). For fur-
(her information, contact G. Gauthier (613-
995-8431), Labour Income Section, Labour 
Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A 0T6. 

Building Contractors, 1980 
Now available is a release that provides 
oformation from a sample of some 792 
eneral contractors primarily engaged in 

'esidential building during 1980. The busi-
nesses covered by this sample reported 
revenues during 1980 of $1.9 billion. It is 
anticipated that full census data for this sec-
tor will be available by mid-i 982 However, 
the sample from which the information is 
derived is large enough to permit the 
release of ratios which will not vary appre-
ciably from those from the completed 
census. 

For further information, contact P.M. 
Schneider (613-995-8424), Construction 
Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A 0T6. 

Catalogued Publications 
Order through: 
Publication Sales and Services 
User Services Division 
10th Floor, R.H. Coats Building 
StatisticCanada, Ottawa K1A 0V7, 
State: 
Title of Report 
Reference Month, Quarter or Year 
Catalogue Number. 

• Pjease enclose money order or 
chequemade payable to the order of: 
Receiver General for Canada. 

Industry Price Indexes 
The Industry Selling Price Index for manu-
facturing (1971=100) stood at a preliminary 
level of 278.2 in November 1981, down 
0.1% from the revised October index of 
278.6. The monthly decrease was the first 
recorded since March 1980 and as a result, 
the index registered a year-to-year in-
crease of 7.9%, the lowest such increase 
since March 1978. 

Prices in the primary metal industries 
major group decreased 1.5% in November 
and were down 0.4% over the latest 12 
months. The monthly decrease was due 
mainly to a 3.7% drop in the smelting and 
refining industry; and although a 10.3% 
decline for precious metals was responsi-
ble for most of the decrease in this industry, 
lower prices for almost all other metals also 
contributed to the lower index level. 

Lower prices for beef and pork resulted in 
a 2.6% drop in the slaughtering and meat 
processors industry, the main contributor to 
the 0.4% decrease in the food and beve-
rages industries. The index level for this 
major group now stands at a level only 2.4% 
higher than a year earlier. 

For the fourth consecutive month, the 
wood industries index showed a drop (down 
1 .0%) and as a result, the index was 6.2% 
lower than in November 1980. The miscel-
laneous manufacturing industries major 
group was down 1 .5%, mainly reflecting 
lower prices for precious metals which 
affected the jewellery and silverware indus-
try. 

The petroleum and coal products indus-
tries major group was estimated to have 
increased 0.7% in November, and was up 
33.5% from year-earlier levels. 

For further information, order the Novem-
ber 1981 issue of Industry Price Indexes (62-
011, $3.501$35), or contact the In formation 
Unit (613-995-5738), Industrial Prices Sec-
tion, Prices Division, Statistics Canada, 
Ottawa K1A 0V5. 
Urban Transit 
Canadian urban transit systems (59) 
collected 118,906,429 initial passenger 
fares in November 1981.   The total distance 
run was 57 904 582 km and operating 
revenues amounted to $54,759,225. 

For further information, order the Novem-
ber 1981 issue of Urban Transit (53-003, 
$1.50/$ 15). 

Trade in Automotive Products 
Canadas deficit on trade in automotive 
products with the United States expanded 
$130 million to $2.08 billion in the firn 
months of 1981 from $1.95 billion 
same period in 1980. Imports rost 	4 ($2.33 billion) to $11.1 billion and c.. 
were up 32% ($2.2 billion) to $9.02 

The deficit on trade in motor vehicle parts 
climbed $940 million from the same period 
in 1980 to $3.86 billion: imports rose 29% 
($1.55 billion) to $6.86 billion and exports 
increased 26% ($610 million) to $3 billion. 
The surplus on passenger cars was up 
$110 million to $605 million as exports 
increased 25% or $725 million to $3.63 
billion and imports also increased 25% or 
$610 million to $3.02 billion. The surplus on 
trucks and other motor vehicles jumped 
$615 million to $1 .08 billion as a result of a 
55% or $765 million increase in exports to 
$2.16 billion while imports increased at a 
more moderate rate of 16% or $1 50 million 
to $1 .09 billion. Exports of tires and tubes 
increased 86% or $105 to $230 million 
resulting in an $85 million increase in the 
surplus to $100 million. 
Trade with Overseas Countries 
The deficit on trade with overseas countries 
decreased $90 million to $370 million in the 
first nine months of 1981 from the same 
period last year. Exports increased 57% or 
$455 million to $1 .25 billion while imports 
increased 29% or $365 million to $1 .62 
billion. 

Imports of passenger cars from over 
countries continued to increase rapid I. 
a 36% or 53.000 unit rise to 19 
following a 76% increase in 1980 
from Japan. imports from most sources 
declined. Imports from Japan increased 
65% or 64,000 to 161,000 following a 126% 
increase in 1980. 

For further information, contact Gordon 
Blaney (613-995-6305). Trade Inquiries Unit 
or Pierre Pichette or Henry Glouchkow (6 13-
995-6115), Trade Measures and Analysis 
Section. External Trade Division, Statistics 
Canada, Ottawa K1A 0T6. 

International Travel 
Total non-resident visitors to Canada in 
November 1981 amounted to 2.1 million, 
down 11.0% from a year earlier. Residents 
of Canada re-entering this country from 
international trips decreased by 4.7% to 2.3 
million. 

Preliminary statistics for November 1981 
show that 2.0 million U.S. residents entered 
Canada, down 11 .4% from the previous 
year. Visitors from countries other than the 
U.S. increased fractionally (0.2%) during 
the month to 79,000. Canadian residents 
returning from the U.S. numbered 2 2 
million, 5.1% lower than in November 1980 
while residents returning from other cour 
tries increased by 4.6% to 87,000. 

During the first 11 months 011981 
million U.S. residents entered Canac 
4.4% from January-November 1980 

For further information, order the Novern-
ber 1981 issue of International Travel - 
Advance Information (66-002, $1,50!$15). 



New Housing Prices 
The Canada composite new housing price 

1976=100) declined fractionally in 
iber 1981 to 134.3 from 134.4 in 

. :r, marking the fourth consecutive 
ly drop recorded for the Canada total. 
decrease in the overall November 
as attributable to a significant 5% 

uiup in Vancouver which mainly reflected 
lower land prices. (This was the fifth 
consecutive drop in Vancouver prices.) 

However, price indexes for all other cities 
covered in the survey either were up or 
remained unchanged from the preceding 
month's level. The Canada composite 
index excluding Vancouver was up by 0.6% 
in November. 

New housing prices showed a substan-
tial 3% increase in Ottawa, and prices rose 
1 7% in St. John's and 1 .3% in Regina. 

For further information, contact the Prices 
Division (613-996-3744), Statistics Canada. 
Ottawa KIA 0V5. 

Railway Carloadings 
Revenue freight loaded by railways in 
Canada in November 1981 totalled 21.7 
million short tons (19.7 million t), up 2.7% 
from a year earlier, The carriers received an 
additional 1.5 million short tons (1.3 mil-
lion t) from the United States, down 7.5% 
from November 1980. 

Commodities registering notable 
ies in volumes loaded during the 
month were: grain, other than wheat • 	1 8%): wheat (up 21.2%): iron ore and 
ntrates (up 16.8%): and coal (up 

ii loadings in Canada in the first 11 
iui I ns of 1981 showed a decrease of 34% 

from the 1980 period, while receipts from 
U.S. connections were down by 4.1%. 

For further information, order the Novem-
ber 1981 issue of Railway Carloadings (52-
001, $1.50/$15). For seasonally adjusted 
revenue freight loadings, contact W.R. Burr 
(613-995.1976), Transportation and Commu-
rncations Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa 
K1A OV1. 

Refrigerators/Home Freezers 
Domestic production of refrigeralors during 
the month of November 1981 was 54,443 
units. Home freezer production amounted 
to 23,567 units. 

For further information, order the Novem-
ber 1981 issue of Domestic Refrigerators and 
Freezers (43-001, $1.50 1 $15), or contact L. 
Boucher (613-996-3226). Manufacturing and 
Primary Industries Division, Statistics Cana-
da, Ottawa K1A 076. 

Washing Machines / Dryers 
Canadian production of electric automatic 
wi'hfng machines during November 1981 

S 18,951 units. Production of electric 
. 	'atic clothes dryers was 11,154 units. 

further information, order the Novem- 
81 issue of Domestic Washing Ma- 

,rius and Clothes Dryers (43-002, 
SI 501$ 15), or contact L. Boucher (613-996-
3226). Manufacturing and Primary Industries 
Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa KM 076. 

Community Guide 
How Communities Can Use Statis-
tics is a handbook for local govern-
ments, social service agencies, 
citizen activists, and others involved 
in community decision-making. 
Contents 
• What community data are availa- 

ble, sources, geographical classif i- 
cation, coding, special problems 

• Case studies: 
1. Assessing day-care needs and 

locating potential sites 
2. Conducting a survey of resi-

dents when more data are requi-
red 

3. Projecting population to gauge 
needs for such services as 
roads, sewers and water supply 

4. Ensuring an adequate supply of 
housing: Zoning, measuring 
needs for assisted housing, the 
capital works program providing 
clear directions to developers on 
desired and permissible deve-
lopment 

• Selected publications for commu-
nity information seekers 

• A list of census-tract centres 
• User Services at Statistics Canada 

This publication is available at a 
cost of $1 per copy (to cover postage 
and handling) from User Services, 
Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1 A 016 
or regional offices of Statistics Cana-
da. 

Divorces, 1980 
The number of divorce decrees granted in 
1980 in Canada totalled 62,019, an 
increase of 4.3% from those granted in 
1979. The rate per 100.000 population was 
259.1 compared to 251.3 in 1979 - an 
increase of 3.1% The average number and 
rate for the last five years (1976-1980) for 
Canada as a whole were 57,645 and 245.6 
respectively. 

In 1980. among the provinces Alberta 
registered the highest rate (364.2) while 
Newfoundland had the lowest (95.8). 

Detailed tabulations on divorce will appear 
in Vital Statistics, Volume II, Marriages and 
Divorces, 1980 (84-205, $6). For further 
in formation, contact D. Nagnur (6 13-995-
9593), Demographer, Vital Statistics and 
Disease Registries Section, Health Division, 
Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A 0T6. 

Provincial Governments 
The general government services in Cana-
da's provincial and territorial governments 
reported gross payrolls for the third quarter 
of 1981 of $2,212 million. The number of 
employees reported for the last pay period 
of September 1981 was 415,276. 

Data are presently available from matrix 
2722 of the CANSIM data bank and from the 
July-September issue of Provincial Govern-
ment Employment (72-007, $51$20), or 
contact A.G. Kerr, Provincial Government 
Section (613-995-8201), Public Finance Divi-
sion, Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A 0T6. 

Unemployment Insurance 
Unemployment insurance benefits in Octo-
ber totalled $333 million, down 5% from 
September but 10% more than the $302 
million disbursed in October 1980. Pay-
ments for the first 10 months of 1981 
amounted to $3,975 million, an increase of 
8% from the same period in 1980. All pro-
vinces reported larger payouts. 

Persons qualifying for unemployment 
insurance be'efits for the week ended 
October 17 nimbered 604,000, a rise of 
10% from September and 4% from October 
1980. Forty percent of the beneficiaries 
resided in Quebec, 25% in Ontario, 18% in 
the Atlantic provinces, 9% in British Colum-
bia and 7% in the Prairie provinces. 

Applications for benefits in October were 
288,000, up 12% from the previous month 
and 20% more than in October 1980. 
Claims for the first 10 months of 1981 total-
led 2,223,000, up 2% from the same period 
in 1980- Claims were greater in all pro-
vinces for the sear-to-date except in Onta-
rio (down 7%) 

For further information, order the October-
December 1981 issue of Statistical Report on 
the Operation of the Unemployment Insu-
rance Act (73-001, $61$24), or contact George 
Fincham (6134195-8445), Labour Division, 
Statistics Canada, Ottawa KIA OVI. 

Federal Employment 
Employees of the federal government 
(including members of the Canadian Armed 
Forces) and government enterprises num-
bered 595,556 as of September 1981, an 
overall increase of 7,548 from September 
1980. General government employees 
increased by ift 669 over the 12 months, 
while those in government enterprises 
decreased by 9 151. The major portion of 
the growth in general government was due 
to (1) increaseil term employment in the 
Post Office as a result of the hiring of a large 
number of casuals to clear the mail backlog 
created by the postal strike (June 30-
August 11) and in Statistics Canada for the 
1981 Census of Population: and (2) increa-
sed establishment in National Revenue due 
to the expansion of the Taxation and Cus-
toms and Excise Components; and in 
National Defence as a result of a growth in 
the Defence Services military personnel. 

Gross payroll (including overtime and 
retroactive payments) for July-September 
1981 was $3,392.4 million, an increase of 
$198.1 million over the corresponding quar-
ter in 1980. 

The July-September 1981 issue of Federal 
Government Employment (72-004, $51$20) 
will be released ai a later date. Data are pre-
sently available born CANSIM data bank - 
quarterly data are located in matrix 2717 and 
monthly data by province in matrix 2718. 
Questions pertairing to the data should be 
directed to T. Mo )re (613-995-9894), Public 
Finance Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa 
KIA 0T6. 
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AGRICULTURE STATISTICS No. issue/year issue,y'ir 

Production and Stocks of Eggs and Poultry, October 1981 23-003 $2 50/$25 $3/$ 

BALANCE OF PAYMENTS 
Quarterly Estimates of the Canadian Balance of Internationat 
Payments, Third Quarter 1981 67-001 $6 $24 $7 20/$28 80 

CONSTRUCTION 
Housing Starts and Completions, October 1981 64-002 $3/$30 $3.60/$36 

EDUCATION, SCIENCE AND CULTURE 
Elementary-secondary School Enrolment. 1980-81 81 -210 $450 $540 

INDUSTRY PRODUCT 
Gross Domestic Product by Industry. July 1981 and August 1981 61-005 $.3 	S30 $3.60/$36 

LABOUR 
Employment, Earnings and Hours, August 1981 72-002 S4 540 5480 $48 

MANUFACTURING AND PRIMARY INDUSTRIES 
Canned and Frozen Fruits and Vegetables - Monthly, October 1981 32-011 $1 50/515 Si 80/$18 
Construction Type Plywood. October 1981 35-001 Si 50 $15 $1 80/$18 
Mineral Wool Including Fibrous Glass Insulation, November 1981 44-004 $1501515 $1 80/$18 
Primary Iron and Steel. October 1981 41 -001 $2501525 $31$30 
Production and Disposition of Tobacco Products, November 1981 32-022 $1.50/$15 $1.80/$18 
Production and Shipments of Floor Tiles, November 1981 47-001 $1501515 $1 80/$18 
Pulpwood and Wood Residue Statistics. October 1981 25-001 $1501515 $1.80/$18 
The Sugar Situation, November 1981 32-013 $1.50/$15 $1801518 

MERCHANDISING AND SERVICES 
Retail Trade, October 1981 63-005 $3 50/$35 $4.20/542 

PRICES 
Industry Price Indexes, October 1981 62-011 $3 50'535 $4.20 

TRANSPORTATION AND COMMUNICATIONS 
Railway Carloadings, October 1981 52-001 $1501515 $1.80 
Railway Operating Statistics, May 1981 52-003 $2.50/$25 $3.' 
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