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Canadian Leading Indicator Previous From Year |
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and appliances are now 30.3% below their 1
peak of June 1981 while automobile pur- 155 January 1977 1o March 1982 155
chases are at a post-1972 low of 374,100 '

units. | 150 150
The residential construction index fellby |
1.27% inMarch, following the revisionofthe | 145 145
gain in February into a small decline. The ;
decline in March was especially due to the ’ i i
large reductionin building permits for multi- o 135
ple units. '
The leading index for the United States ] 130 130
declined by only 0.99% in March, a much
smaller rate of descent than for the Cana- | 125 125
disg index. Exports remain essentially the |
only likely source of higher demand inthe | 120 | 120
'1d quarter (with the possible exception |
guvernment expenditure). e L
Tha financial market indicators in | 110 110
Canada continued to drop at as rapid rates Tagr) O T T 5@ e 1980 1e81 O 1982 .

in March as in February. The index of stock | 7
(continued on next page) | Source: Statistics Canada, Current Economic Analysis (13-004E)

e — — . B— 7 e B S N ———




2

prices declined by 2.06%, a rate of descent
comparable to those registered at the start
of the recession.

The upturn which marked the indicators
of the manufacturing sector in February
was not extended into March. A retrench-
ment is evident in most of the non-filtered
components related to this sector. such as
new orders for durable goods (-3.2%), the
ratio of shipments to inventories of finished
products (-0.02), and the average work-
week (-0.8%). The corresponding changes
in the filtered version were -2.25%, -0.03,
and -0.16%. Moreover, the percentage
change in price per unit labour cost decli-
ned again at a rapid rate (-0.71), even
though there was a significant slowing in
average hourly earnings in the non-filtered
version to an annual rate of only 8% in
February and March.

For further information, order Current Eco-
nomic Analysis (13-004€, Canada: $2.50/$25;
other countries: $3/$30).

Farm Cash Receipts

Farm cash receipts for the period January
to April 1982 are estimated at $6.008.5 mil-
lion, down 11% from the January-April 1981
estimate of $6,739.8 million.

Receipts from the sale of field crops
continue to decline and are now at $3,013.1
million, 20% lower than in the correspon-
ding period in 1981. This decline is primarily
due to lower Canadian Wheat Board pay-
ments ($568 million in 1982 compared with
$1,243 million in 1981), and lower initial
prices for wheat. Partially oftsetting the
decline in Wheat Board payments was the
large level of deferred grain receipts which
were liquidated in 1982.

Increases in hog. poultry and dairy farm
cash receipts almost wholly offset a decline
in livestock cash receipts. Cash receipts
from the sale of livestock and livestock pro-
ducts were down 1% from January-April
1981 levels as lower prices and marketings
for cattle, and lower egg prices contributed
fo the decrease.

For further information, order the January-
April 1982 jssue of Farm Cash Receipts (21-
001, $1.50/$15), or contact Peter Lys (613-
995-4895), Agriculture Statistics Division,
Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A 0T6.
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Department Store Sales
Department stores in Canada had sales
totalling $791.7 million in April 1982, a
decrease of 0.2% from April 1981. Sales
were up in 21 of the 40 departments with the
largest gains posted for repairs and ser-
vices (+31.6%) and toiletries, cosmetics
and drugs (+10.6%). The largest sales
decreases were for major appliances
(-19.8%) and lamps, pictures, mirrors and
ail other home furnishings (-15.9%).

Department store sales in April showed
increases from the year-earlier period in
five provinces, ranging from 6.5% for Mani-
toba to 0.1% for Quebec. Salesand percen-
tage changes for metropolitan areas were:
Montreal, $89.5 million, -0.1%; Toronto,
$109.8 million, -2.9%; Winnipeg, $39.3 mil-
lion, +6.9%; and Vancouver, $79.2 million,
-8.1%.

The selling value of stocks heid in April
1982 at $3,.324.8 million showed an
increase of 7.0% over April 1981,

For further information, order the April
1982 issue of Department Store Sales and
Stocks (63-002, $2.50/$25), or contact the
Retail Trade Section (613-996-9304), Mer-
chandising and Services Division, Statistics
Canada, Ottawa K1A 0V4.

that on average in 1981:

in the labour force.

ployment rate was 6%.

K1A 0T6.

Family Characteristics and Labour Force Activity
A new set of tabulations from the monthly Labour Force Survey reveals, for example,

¢ Among the 5.5 million husband-wife families, in 1.7 million cases (31%) both the
husband and the wife were employed full time.
o Among females with children under three years of age, nearly one-half (45%) were

® Among married women, the unemployment rate of those with children under three
years of age was 11%, while among those with no children under 16 the unem-

These and other findings are the subject of an article in the May issue of The
Labour Force (71-001, $3.50/$35). For further information, contact Jean-Marc
Lévesque (613-995-9381), Labour Force Activity Section, Statistics Canada, Ottawa

Capacity Utilization Rates

Capacity utilization in Canadian manufac-
turing industries fell by 5.4% to 69.7% in the
firstquarter of 1982 from 73.7% in the fo: ith
quarter of 1981. Durable manufactus
industries showed a decrease of 5A8%h'-g.
62.0% of capacity in the 1982 first quari&r
from 65.8% in the preceding quarter. Noi-
durable manufacturing industries operated
at 77.7% of capacity in the 1982 first quar-
ter, down 4.9% from 81.7% in the fourth
quarter of 1981, The first quarter 1982 rates
are the lowest ever recorded for these three
aggregate series.

Capacity utilization rates for the first quar-
ter of 1982 by industry were as follows, with
fourth quarter 1981 rates in brackets:
® Food and beverages industries, 80.3%

(B2.5%)
® Tobacco products industries, 86.3%

(89.0%)
® Rubber and plastics products industries,

64.0% (68.9%)
® | eather industries, 72.0% (82.4%)
® Textile industries, 76.8% (85.4%)
® Knitting mills, 84.0% (83.8%)
® Clothing industries, 71.1% (75.3%)
® Wood industries, 48.7% (56.2%)
® Furniture and fixtures industries, 58.6%

(67.6%)
® Paper and allied industries, 82.1%

(B7 2%)
® Printing, publishing and allied industries

89.4% (95.5%)
® Primary metals industries, 64.9% (64 4%
e Metal fabricating industries, 705

(74 2%)
® Machinery industries, 79.6% (80.7%)
® Transportation equipment industries,

50.7% (54 4%)
® Electrical products industries, 66.9%

(73.0%)
® Non-metallic mineral products indus-

tries, 57.6% (65.6%)
® Petroleum and coal products industries,

61.0% (67.2%)
® Chemical and chemical products indus-

tries, 64.7% (67.7%)
® Miscellaneous manufacturing industries,

86.2% (86.8%).

For further information, order the first quar-
ter 1982 issue of Capacity Utilization Rates in
Canadian Manufacturing (31-003, $5/820), or
contact P. Koumanakos (613-995-4219),
Construction Division, Statistics Canada,
Ottawa K1A 0T6.

Farm Production, 1981

Agricultural production in Canada in 1981
rose 9.7% from the 1980 level. Crop produc-
tion increased 18.9% while livestock pro-
duction rose by 2.2%. A record Prairie grain
crop was largely responsible for the higher
agricultural output. Grain production ik
1981 was 31% above the average produ=
tion level for the preceding five years,

For further information, order the 1945
issue of Index of Farm Production (21-2(%,
$4.50), or contact Ed Hamilton {613-995-
4895), Agriculture Statistics Division, Statis-
tics Canada, Ottawa K1A 0T6.




Retall Trade

Total retail sales without seasonal adjust-
ment for April 1982 were $8,048.7 million,
an increase of 3.2% from April 1981. Sales

iz higher in 22 of the 28 trade groups with

& 'argest gains posted for "“all other food
glores” (+18.2%) and pharmacies, patent
madicine and cosmetics stores (+17.8%).
The largest sales decreases were for motor
vehicle dealers (-16.4%), household furni-
ture stores (-16.4%) and sporting goods
and accessories stores (-13.1%). Sales
increased in all provinces except Prince
Edward Island (-1.6%) and British Columbia
(-0.9%), advances ranging from 10.3% for
Manitoba 1o 0.6% for New Brunswick. Mon-
treal sales rose 4.5%; Toronto, 4.1%; and
Winnipeg, 14.6%. Vancouver sales fell
1.0%.

Revised {otal retail trade without seaso-
nal adjustment for March 1982 was
$7.420.1 million, up 4.5% from March 1981.

Cumulative sales for January to April
1982 were $28,629.7 million, an increase of
2.8% over the same period in 1981.

Seasonally adjusted, retail trade for April
1982 was at a level of $7,962.0 million,
down 0.4% from $7,990.6 million in March.
Sporting goods and accessories stores
(-11.0%) and motor vehicle dealers (-8.1%)
registered the largest decreases, while the
iarqest increases were in family clothing
sitves (+6.7%) and pharmacies, patent
faddicine and cosmetics stores (+6.3%).
taml sales decreased from March in six

Wevinces, losses ranging from -3.7% for
Piirnce Edward Island to -0.4% for both
Nova Scotia and Ontario.

For further Information, order the April
1982 issue of Retail Trade (63-005,
$3.50/835), or contact the Retail Trade Sec-
tion (613-996-9304 ), Merchandising and Ser-
vices Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa
K1A 0OV4.

Restaurant Statistics

Preliminary estimates for April 1982 show
restaurants, caterers and taverns in
Canada had sales totalling $760.8 million.
Final estimates for March 1982 indicate
total sales of $725.6 million.

For further information on sales of chains
versus independents and provincial sales by
kind of business, order the April 1982 issue of
Restaurant, Caterer and Tavern Statistics (63-
011, $1.50/815). or contact R. Bennett
(613-996-9301).

Provincial Governments

The general government services in Cana-

da’'s provincial and territorial governments

raabrted gross payrolls for the first quarter

ol 1982 of $2,111 million. The number of
imiployees reported for the iast pay period
i March 1982 was 402,743.

Cata are presentiy available from matrix
2722 of the CANSIM data bank and from the
January-March 1982 issue of Provincial
Government Employment (72-007, $5/820).

Unemployment Insurance
Commission Benefit
Payments

Millions of Qollars
900

1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982
Source: Statistics Canada, Statistical Report

an the Operation of the

Unemployment Insurance Act {73-001)

Income Distributions, 1980

Final estimates from the annual Survey of
Consumer Finances indicale that average
family income (total money income before
taxes and deductions) rose to $27,398 in
1980 from $24.245 in 1979, an increase of
13%. However, most of this increase was
wiped out by inflation and thus in terms of
real purchasing power the average income
increased by 3%.

The average income of unattached indi-
viduals moved to $11,403 in 1980, up from
$10,375in 1979, anincrease of 10% in cur-
rent dollars. After adjusting for the rise in
consumer prices, real incomes of unatta-
ched individuals remained virtually the
same over the two years.

Estimates were prepared from data collec-
ted by a sample survey of 17,200 dwellings
taken in the Spring of 1981. These estimates
— which exclude households in the Yukon
and Northwest Territories, on Indian reserves
and the institutional population — are subject
to the usual errors present in sample surveys.

For further intormation, order income Dis-
tributions by Size in Canada, 1980 (13-207,
Canada: $8; other countries: $9.60), or
contact the Data Dissemination Unit (613-
996-5294), Consumer Income and Expendi-
ture Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa
K1A 0T6.

Publications

Order through:

Publication Sales and Services
Room 1710

Main Building

Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A QV7
State:

Title of Report

Reference Month, Quarter or Year
Publication Number

Please enclose money order or che-
que made payable to the order of
Receiver General for Canada.

Unemployment Insurance

Unemployment insurance benetfits paid out
in March 1982 reached an all-time high of
$786 million, the largest sum paid outin one
month since the program was initiated in
1943. Benefits were up 21% from the
February level, and 48% higher than in
March 1981.

Persons qualifying for benefits for the
week ending March 20 numbered
1,133,000, also the highest level since
beneficiary statistics were first compiled in
1975 The beneficiary count was up 2%
from February and .31% more than in March
1981.

Applications for benefits in March totalled
303.000, a record high for this month, up
18% from February and 52% from March
1981 (the sharpest ‘ncrease between these
two months in recent years).

For further information, order the January-
March 1982 issue of Statistical Report on the
Operation of the Uremployment Insurance
Act (73-001, $6/824 .. or contact George Fin-
cham (613-995-8445), Labour Division, Sta-
tistics Canada, Ottawa K1A OV1.

Employment/Earnings

First estimates show the Canada industrial
composite index of employment
(1961=100) decreased 0.8% to 151.5 in
March 1982 from 152.7 in February. Lower
employment levels were registered in all
industry divisions excep! forestry, which
showed an increase. All regions contribu-
ted to the overall decrease except the
Atlantic region.

Average weekly 2arnings at the national
industrial level were $381.11 in March,
unchanged from Fabruary. Lower average
weekly earnings in mining {including mil-
ling), trade and finance, insurance and real
estate were offset Ly increases in the other
industry divisions. |Jecreases were posted
in the Prairie region and British Columbia,
while the remaining regions showed
increases.

Average weeklv hours increased in
mining (including miilling), but decreased in
manufacturing and construction. Average
hourly earnings incieased in manufacturing
and construction but decreased in mining
(including milling).

Detailed information for January and
February will be putilished in the March 1982
issue of Employment, Earnings and Hours
(72-002, $4/$40) anc! is also available from R.
Ouellette (613-992-5613), Labour Division,
Statistics Canada, C:ittawa K1A OT6.

Steel Ingot Production
Preliminary estimatas show steel ingot pro-
ductioninMay 198: was 1 194 834 tonnes,
down from 1 493 3638 tonnes a year earlier.
Pig iron production declined to 736 346
tonnes in the lates! month from 1 137 465
tonnes in May 1981,

For further information, order the May 1982
issue of Primary Iron and Steel (41-001,
$2.50/$25), or contai:t Gerry W. Barrett (613-
992-0388), Manufacturing and Primary Indus-
tries Division, Staristics Canada, Ottawa
K1A OTS6.
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