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Gross Domestic Product

Gross Domestic Product in constant 1971
prices declined 1.0% in March 1982 to
138.7 from 140.1 in February. The March
decrease marked the seventh month of
decline in the past nine months and eco-
nomic activity in Canada now stands 4.7%
below the peak of June 1981. Industrial
production for March was down 18%
Goods-producing industries recorded an
output drop of 2.0%, the sharpest downward
movement since July of last year, while
service-producing industries were oft 0.4%
in the month.

Major output declines occurred in the
manufacturing, trade, construction, and
forestry industries. In manufacturing, signi
fisant production cutbacks were reported
i pulp and paper mills, iron and steel, and
sigai pipe and tube mills, and machinery

ﬁlmaclurers. In trade, wholesale mer-

s and department, food, and clothing

s.oras all recorded significant sales
dechnes.

The drop in construction was due in part
10 a decline in housing starts, as well as a
decrease in non-residential building act:-
vity. Forestry output was down substantially
in March as logging and pulpwood opera-
tions slowed considerably.

GDP, First Quarter 1982

The economic data now available for the
first quarter of 1982 indicate that the Cana-
dian economy experienced the sharpest
quarterly decline since 1954. Gross
Domestic Product by industry in constant
1971 prices slumped a record 1.7% in the
opening quarter of 1982, foliowing declines
ot 1.1% and 0.9% respectively in the third
and fourth quarters of 1981. The decline
was 3.6% since the second quarter peak.
Similar large declines (-3.9%) in the eco-
nomy have occurred twice previously inthe
post-war period, in 1954 and alsc in 1946

In 1946, the main contributors were
public administration and agricullure. In
1954, it was agriculture and durable manu-
facturing industries. In 1982, manutfacturing
a4 trade accounted for most of the
dscrease.

A5 1982 got underway, industrial produc-

, one of the most sensitive cyclical eco-
aotde indicators. fell 3.1% in the quarter,
ihis downward movement was preceded by
declines of 3.0% and 4.5% in the third and
fourth quarters of 1981,

LATEST MONTHLY STATISTICS

% Change

Previous From Year

EMPLOYMENT, INCOME Month Ago
| Average Weekly Earnings ($) .................... Feb. 379.21p 376.96p 109
I Uabour Incame($ million) & .- .. ... 0 . e Feb 156852p 156309p 10
Persons with Jobs (million) -.......c.oveiiivinves Apr 1043 10.46 25
Uy el o SN R = ERS A O Apr. 1233000 1228000 39.2
INVENTORIES
Department Store ($ million) ...............ot.n. Mar.* 27840 2618.1 6.0
Manutacturers’ Owned ($ million) ................ Mar 344495p 34,1899 124
ORDERS
Manufacturers’ New Orders ($ million) ............ Mar. 164369p 14,3829r -13
Manufacturers’ Unfilled Orders (§ million) ......... Mar. 18,047 1p 18,284 5r -7.6
PRICES
Consumer Price Index (1971=100) ............... Apr. 2573 2559 113
Nen-lea@iComponent(GRI} . .. % soov. . o0t o ... Apr. 2406 2393 129
New House Price Index (1976=100) .............. Apr.* 1349 1352 20
| Raw Matenals Price index (1977=100) ............ Apr* 198.5p 196.8p 126
Industry Selling Price Index (1971=100) ........... Apr.* 286.5p 284 5p 69

CONSTRUCTION Year-to-date
BuildiRgiPesmits ($ millieA) ™. 7. ..... 00 evon .. Mar.* 1,232.8p 2,821.7p -13.1
Housing Starts — Urban Centres (units) ........... Apr* 9,061 35,327 -5.6
ENERGY
Coal Production (thousand tonnNes) ..........coenn Feb. 33058 6 800.6 2.8
Electricity Generation (terawatt hours) ............ Feb 340 73.8 6.4
Natural Gas Production (milllon cubic metres) ..... Dec. 98766 97 833.1 -0.9
Petroleum Refining (million cubic metres) ......... Mar. 72p 22.5p -16.9
FOREIGN TRADE
Exporls — Balance of Payments Basis ($ million) .. Mar. 7.549p 20,295p 1.3
Imports — Balance of Payments Basis ($ million) .. Mar 6.522p 17,052p -7.4
PRODUCTION
Railway Carloadings (million tonnes) .............. Apr 18.1 68.5 -9.2
Steel (ingots — thousand tonnes) ..........o..vun Mar. 12463 3654.3 -12.5
SALES
Department Store Sales ($ million) ............. .. Mar. 694 4 1,872.4 -1.5
Manutacturers’ Shipments ($ million) ........ .. Mar. 16674 3p 44,909.7p 151
| New Motor Vehicle Sales ($ millon) ... . Mar 9419 22725 -20.1
| Relail SFBS (S MARN . . 0 =00 w L et A L Mar * 7.440 4p 20 601.3p 2.7

Statistics are in current dollars and are not seasonally adjusted.
- new this week.

i p preliminary. r - revised.

S

Percentage Change in the Consumer Price Index
and its Major Components

April 1981 to Aprii 1982

Transportation - - - - -
Tobacco and alcoho!
Housing -------~~

ALL!TEMS ---—---=
' Health and -
| personal care

Recreation. reading
and education .

Source: Statistics Canada, Consumer Prices and Price Indexes (62-010)
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Farm Cash Receipts

Farm cash receipts for the period January
1o March 1982 totalled an estimated
$4.893.5 million, down 12% from the year-
®arlier level of $5,547.0 million.

Receipts from the sale of field crops were
19% lower in the latest period at $2,696.4
million. This decline is primarily due to lower
Canadian Wheat Board payments: in the
first quarter of 1981 initial payments to pro-
cducers had been adjusted and a retroactive
payment (August 1980 to February 1981)
was madein March 1981; because of softer
international grain markets, no such
adjustment payment was made in 1982.
Partly oftsetting the decline in payments
was the large level of deferred grain
receipts which were liquidated in 1982.

Cash receipts from the sale of livestock
were down 3% from January-March 1981
kevels with lower prices received for cattle
=ontributing to the decrease.

Estimated farm cash receipts measure
(3ross cash returns to farmers from the sale
ot all agricultural products. Also included
are Canadian Wheat Board participation
payments, cash advances paid on farm-
stored commodities, and deficiency pay-
rments made by the Agricultural Stabiliza-
fion Board. No allowance has been made
for the cost incurred by farmers in the pro-
duction of the commodities sold

For further information, order the January-
March 1982 issue of Farm Cash Receipts (21-
001, $1.50/815), or contact Peter Lys (613-
995-4895), Agriculture Statistics Division,
Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A OL7.

Washing Machines/Dryers
Canadian production of electric automatic
washing machines during the month of April
1982 totalled 35,058 units.

Production of electric automatic clothes
dryers in April amounted to 28,800 units.

For fturther information, order the April
1982 issue of Domestic Washing Machines
and Clothes Dryers (43-002, $1.50/815), or
ontact Sharon Boyer (613-996-3226), Manu-
facturing and Primary Industries Division.
StaMstlcs Canada, Qrtawa K1A 0T,

Raw Materials Price Index
The Raw Malerigls*Price.index (1977=100)

rose 0.9%: in Apfil*1982 0 a_preliminary, .

198.5 from 196.8 ‘(révised) ig March to

stand 12.6% above the April 1987 lévet of !

176.3. The raw materials price index exclu- !
ding coal;crude oil and natural gas posteda ;

1.8% increase during the month, but was .
still down 2.9% from April 1981, !

The apimals and animal.products index;
rose 4.0% in April-primarily as a result of
higher prices for calves and cattlé {+10%)
and hogs (+6%).

Jumps in the price of gold (+15%) and
silver (+8%), which have been fluctuating
wildly in the past few months, accounted for
the 3.2% rise in the non-ferrous metals
index in April. However, this index has fallen
by 14.1% since April 1981 because of a
downward trend in the prices of almost all
non-ferrous metals, especially lead (-30%),
silver (-30%). gold (-23%) and zinc (-12%).

The vegetable products index registered
a 0.8% drop in April and was down 14.6%
from the year-earlier level. Prices for fresh
vegetabies were down by 10% (and by 26%
over the latest 12 months), chiefly as a
result of farmers selling off inventories to
make room for new Crops.

For further information, order the April
1982 issue of Industry Price Indexes (62-011,
$3.50/835), or contact the Information Unit
(613-995-5738), Industrial Prices Section,
Prices Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa
K1A 0VS.

The Dairy Review

Milk sold from Canadian farms for all pur-
poses in March 1982 totalied an estimated
606 408 kilolitres, 4.7% more than in March
1981

This brought the total estimate of milk
sold off farms during the first three months
of 1982 to 1 663 604 kilolitres, an increase
of 5.0% over the January-March 1981 period.

For further information, order the April
1982 issue of The Dairy Review (23-001,
$2.50/825). or contact E. Leckie (613-995-
48531, Agriculture Statistics Division, Statis-
CBe:ada, Oftawa KTA OT6

fie:

Canada, Ottawa K1A 0T7.

1981 Census of Canada Reference Maps Available
Two new reference map publications from the 1981 Census of Canada wili enable
users to relate census data to their corresponding geographic areas.

Reference Maps: Census Metropolitan Areas and Census Agglomerations
(99-906, $9.50) shows the boundaries and components of ali 24 census metropolitan
areas (CMAs) and 88 census agglomerations (CAs). Each CMA and CA is presented
on a separate map and in addition to showing the component municipalities (or
census subdivisions) these maps also show three functional parts of each CMA or CA
(i.e. the urbanized core and, where applicable, urban and rural fringe areas).

The second publication Reference Maps: Census Divisions and Subdivisions
(99-907, $7.50) contains a series of reference maps in three colours showing the
boundaries of census divisions, subdivisions (municipalities), and consolidated sub-
divisions for each province. These maps are generally at a relatively small scale and
show the boundaries of these areas with a minimum of background detail. The
coverage of most of the maps corresponds, insofar as possible, 10 regions.

Toobtainthese reference map bulietins users should contact the nearest Statistics
Canada regional reference centre, or Publication Sales and Services, Statistics

Industry Selling Price Index
The Industry Selling Price Index for manu-
facturing (1971=100) stood at a preliminary
level of 286.5in April 1982, 0.7% higher than
the revised March index of 2845 As a
result, the year-over-year increase was
6.9%, down marginally from the 7.0% regis-
tered between March 1981 and March
1982.

The food and beverages price index rose
1.9% in April to a level 6.0% higher than a
year earlier. The monthly increase was lar-
gely attributable to an advance of 5.5% in
the slaughtering and meat processors
index, reflecting higher beet and pork
prices. other significant increases occurred
in the soft drink manufacturers index, up
4.5% due to increases for carbonated
drinks, and in the breweries industry index,
up 5.7%.

The primary metals price indexrose 1.1%
in April, and was up 0.6% above its year-
earlier level. The main factor in the monthly
movement was a 2.5% increase in the smei-
ting and refining index, largely due to a
13.4% risein prices of precious metais. The
monthly advance in precious metals and
selected jewellery items in the jewellery and
silverware industry (up 6%), boosted the
miscellaneous industries index 2.1%.

The metal fabricating industries price
index rose 1.1% inthe latest month and was
up 9.2% over April 1981, The monthly rise
was primarily due to a 2.3% rise in the meal
stamping and pressing index, reflecting
increases in metal can prices.

The pulp and allied products price in.ss%
registered a decline of 0.5% in April, leaviuig
the index at a level 6.8% higher than a year
earlier.

The motor vehicle manufacturers price
index was down 0.5% but still stood 4.3%
above its April 1981 level. Lower prices for
cars and light trucks — resulting from
extended warranties — were responsible
for the monthly decline.

For further information, order the April
1982 issue of industry Price Indexes(62-011,
33.50/835), or contact the Information Unit
{613-995-5738), Industrial Prices Section,
“rices Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa
K1A OV5.

Charitabie Organizations, 1980

Charitable organizations in Canada repor-
ted revenues totalling $7,135.7 million in
1980. Revenue sources included: dona-
tions ($2.931.6 million); government grants
($1.714.4 miliion), fees ($64.3 miliion); sales
($228.7 million); services ($1,429.7 million);
other income ($767.0 million),

Of the donations reported for 1980, it has
been estimated that $1,828.5 million visa
contributed by individuals; $263.0 milliciy
businesses; $57.2 million through besjiissts
and $782.9 million from other sourcst.

For further information, contact Jacol:es
Beauchamp (613-996-9301), Merchandising
and Services Division, Statistics Canada,
Ottawa K1A 0V4.




Industrial Corporations

After-tax profits of Canadian industrial cor-
porations, seasonally adjusted at quarterly
raieswere $3,039 million for the first quarter

1882, an increase of 0.1% ($2 million)
.Turn ihe preceding quarter. Profits, not sea-
sonally adjusted, were $2.882 million, a
drop of 40.8% ($1,985 million) from the first
quarter of 1981. Included in these profits
are extraordinary gains of $422 million in
the current quarter, @ $357 million loss in
the fourth quarter of 1981 and a $59 miliion
gain in the first quarter of 1981. Excluding
the effect of extraordinary gains and losses,
seasonally adjusted profits increased by
2.2% from the preceding quarter, while
unadjusted profits decreased by 48.9%
from the year-earlier quarter.

Seasonally adjusted pre-tax profits were
$5.111 million in the first quarter of 1982, a
decrease of 14.7% ($878 million) Irom the
preceding quarter. Pre-tax profits, not sea-
sonally adjusted, were $4,913 million, down
42 3% ($3,609 million) from the first quarter
of 1981.

First quarter 1982 sales, seasonally
adjusted, decreased by $3.5 billion to
$121 8 billion from $125.3 billion in the pre-
ceding quarter. Unadjusted sales at $119.3
billion showed a decrease of 0.3% ($0.3
billion) from the same quarter of |ast year

These data cover all privately owned corpo-
rations operating in Canada but exclude agri-
culture, fishing, construction, finance, insu-
rance, and real estate industries. More detai-

il statistics for the 47 industry groups

8 0w CANSIM and will be available in publi-
g8ilon 61-003. For further information,
comact Tom Maxwell or Bill Potter (613-995-
9751), Business Finance Division, Statistics
Canada, Ottawa K1A 0T6.

Construction in Canada, 1982
Construction volume in Canada is projec-
ted to total $63,557.7 million in 1982, up
from $56,957.3 million in 1981 and
$48,326.8 million in 1980. The construction
program anticipated for 1982 exceeds the
1981 voiume by $6,600.4 million or 11.6%
which compares with increases of 17.9%
realized in 1981 and 12.3% in 1980. The
increase for 1981 is higher than the 15.6%
that was anticipated last year for 1981 and
amounts in terms of constant dollar volume
to an increase of 5.3%.

An analysis of the total value of work tobe
put in place in 1982 by the various indus-
tnes reveals some significant variations
from 1981. The utilities sector shows the
largest percentage increase (24.5%) follo-
wed by mining (21.3%) and forestry (17.3%)
while the commercial industry shows a
small decrease (-3.3%).

Expenditures in all provinces are expec-
fed to increase in 1982 with notable
advences of 26.6% in Nova Scotia, 20 5% in

fhana, 17.2% in Newlfoundland and 15.8%

d@w Brunswick. In 1982, new construc-
fion i estimated to be up 11.6% whiie the
rapai’ portion shows an increase of 11.4%.
The proportion of the complete program to
be performed under contract during 1982

Publications

Order through:

Publication Sales and Services
Room 1710

Main Building

Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A 0V7

State:

Titie of Report
Reference Month, Quarter or Year
Publication Number

Please enclose money order or che-
que made payable to the order of
Receiver General for Canada.

New Housing Price Indexes
The Canada composite new housing price
index (1976=100) edged down 0.2% to
134.9 in April 1982 from 135.2 in March,
marking the third consecutive monthly drop
for the Canada total which still stood 2.0%
higher than the year-earlier level of 132.3.

in April, new housing prices again show-
ed a notable rise in Winnipeg (3.3%) due to
increased cost of new land. Fractional
increases from the previous month were
shown in Quebec City (0.4%), Ottawa-Hull
(0.2%) and Saskatoon (0.2%).

in all other cities surveyed in April, new
housing prices showed either no change or
declines from the previous month, ranging
from -0.1% in Calgary to -2.1% in Thunder
Bay. Prices in Vancouver (-1.7%) and Victo-
ria (-1.2%) continued to fall from mid-1981
peaks.

For turther information, contact the Prices
Division (613-996-3744), Statistics Canada,
Ottawa K1A 0T6.

will be 73.4%. The value of engineering type
construction at 48.6% of the total expected
volume for 1982 is up 20.4% over 1981 and
the building activity portion (51.4%) is up
only 4.4% over the year before. The
strength (dollar volume) in the engineering
group of structures is primarily due to pro-
jects classified under gas and oil facilities
and electric power construction. As noted
above, building construction will probably
rise by 4.4% with the largest dollar volume
increases in institutional buildings and
commercial-type buildings such as office
buildings, stores, warehouses, etc.

For additional information concerning
construction expenditures by sectors, pro-
vinces and by contract-own account break-
down, contact Margaret Hartley (613-995-
8423), Construction Census Section,
Construction Division, Statistics Canada,
Ottawa K1A 0T6. The publication Construc-
tionin Canada, 1980-1982 (64-201, $7 ), which
contains the tables accompanying this
advance release, is scheduled to be released
in June.

Building Permits

Building permits issued by Canadian muni-
cipalities in March 1982 were estimated at a
seasonally adjusted $1.385.1 million, up
11.9% from $1,237.5 million in February but
down 11.8% from the year-earlier level of
$1,571.0million. The increase fromthe pre-
ceding month entirely reflected activity in
the non-residential sector, while residential
permits decreased for the third consecutive
month.

Residential perniits were issued in March
for a total value of $483.5 million, seasonally
adjusted, down 3.9% from February's
$503.2 million. Builders' applications were
approved for the construction of 3641
single-detached homes and 6,128 multiple
dwellings compared to 4,180 singles and
5,199 multiptes in February. The March per-
formance provides indication of a conti-
nuing deterioration of housebuilding activity
throughout the second quarter. In March
1981, residential permits totalled $920.4
million.

Building intentions in the non-residential
sector strengthened in March, particuiarly
in Quebec, Alberta and British Columbia.
The value of projects authorized reached a
seasonally adjusted level of $301.6 million,
up 228% from February's $734.2 million
and 38.6% higher than the March 1981 total
of $650.6 million. By category, industrial
projects value increased 28.0% to $170.4
million from $133 1 million in February,
commercial projects rose 7.1% to $539.3
million from $503 7 million and publicly-
initiated projects aimost doubled to $191 .9
million from $37.4 million

Building permits issued in the first three
months of 1982 totailed $2.8 billion, down
13.1% from $3.2 biliion in the January-
March 1981 period Non-residential permits
rose 17.8% in value but this was more than
offset by a 39.0% drop in permits for resi-
dential construction.

For fturther inforination, order the March
1982 issue of Building Permits (64-0071,
$3.50/$35), or contact J.P. Delisie (613-995-
8213), Construction Division, Statistics
Canada, Ottawa K14 027.

Railway Operating Statistics

The seven major railways in Canada repor-
ted a combined nel loss from operations of
$1.7 million in December 1981. Operating
revenues of $529 8 million were up 13.8%
from the 1980 level.

Revenue freight ton-miles were down by
16.9% in Decembier 1981, freight train-
miles showed a decrease of 7.7%, and
freight car-miles declined 1.2%. Average
revenue per ton-niile of freight was 3.013
cents. up from 2382 cents in December
1980. Revenue passenger-miles increased
by 11.3% to 166.2 million.

For further infornation, order the Decem-
ber 1981 issue of Ra/!way Operating Statistics
(52-003, $2.50/$25). or contact J. Bustros
(613-995-1976), Transportation and Commu-
nications Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa
K1A 0OV1.
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