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Gross Domestic Product 
Preliminary data on Canadas economic 
performance in April 1982 indicate conti-
nuing deterioration as Gross Domestic 
Product by industry, in constant 1971 
prices, declined 0.7%. The drop in employ-
ment in April was also 0.7%. Economic acti-
vity has now fallen 5.1% below the peak 
reached in June 1981; for employment the 
decline since June is 2.7%. 

Approximately two-thirds of the April 
GDP decline occurred among service-
producing industries (compared to only 
about one-fifth of the previous month's 
decrease). Industrial production was down 
0.4% in April from March, to a level 12.2% 
below its peak month of June last year. ln 

United States, industrial production fell 
U UH in April and stood 8.8% below the 
oi...ist 1981 high.) 

e most significant output reduction in 
originated in the transportation, sf0-

tuqt: and communication sector, which saw 
major declines in air, railway, truck, urban 
and pipeline transport, grain elevators, and 
telephone systems. 

Trade - including wholesale and retail 
trade - recorded a decline of 1 .2% in the 
month, with declining sales by wholesale 
merchants accounting almost entirely for 
the drop. 

Other substantial declines in output in 
April were reported in the financial institu-
tions, construction, mining and manufactu-
ring sectors. The cutback in mining activity 
stemmed from a sharp reduction in crude 
petroleum production. The decline in manu-
facturing was attributable to widespread 
decreases among non-durables mariufac-
turers, especially manufacturers of paper 
and allied products. An increase in durables 
manufacturing during April was primarily 
due to increased automobile and truck 
production. 

For further inFormation, order the April 
1982 issue of Gross Domestic Product by 
Industry (61-005, $31$30). 

Wholesale Trade 

.

,. 	wholesale merchants' sales in 
1982 dropped by 10.6% from the Aprd 
level. Lower sales were recorded in all 
rices, declines ranging from 3.3% for 

New Brunswick to 21,9% for Prince Edward 
Island. 

LATEST MONTHLY STATISTICS 	 %Change 
Previous 	From Year 

EMPLOYMENT, INCOME Month Ago 
Average Weekly Earnings ($) 	.................... Mar. 381 .87p 381 OOp 10.9 
Labour Income ($ million) 	....................... Mar. 16,210.3p 16.0463p 11.0 
Persons with Jobs (miiluOn) 	...................... May 10.70 1043 -2.9 
Unemployed 	................................... May 1241.000 1.233,000 45.3 
INVENTORIES 
Department Store (S  million) 	..................... Apr. 3,324.8 2,784.0 7.0 
Manufacturers Owned (S million) 	................ Apr. 34235.4p 34,527.6r 10.0 
ORDERS 
Manufacturers New Orders ($ million) 	............ Apr. 15,158.9p 16.464 2r -8.0 
Manufacturers' Unfilled Orders (5 million) 	......... Apr. 18,032.0p 18,013.Or -8.6 
PRICES 
Consumer Price Index (1971 =100) 	............... May 260.8 2573 11.8 
New House Price Index (1976=100) 	.............. Apr. 134.9 135.2 2.0 
Raw Materials Price Index (1977=100) 	............ May 200.4) 198.2p 10.9 

Excl. coal, crude oil, nat 	gas 	.................... May 154 So 151.1p -1.3 
Industry Selling Price Index (1971 =100) 	........... May 288.5p 2874p 6.9 
CONSTRUCTION Year-to-date 
Building Permits ($ million) 	...................... Apr. 1,010 5ii 3,865.4p -24.6 
Housing Starts - Urban Centres (ulits) ........... Apr. 9.061 35,327 -5.5 
ENERGY 
Coal Production (thousand tonnes) 	............... Apr. 38161 14 807.2 6.1 
Electricity Generation (terawatt hours) 	............ Mar. 34.8 108.8 4.4 
Natural Gas Production (million cubic metres) 	..... Mar. 9 127.4 28801.6 5.0 
Petroleum Retining (million cubic metres) 	......... Apr. 6.11i 28.6p 17,5 
FOREIGN TRADE 
Exports - Balance of Payments Basis (S million) 	.. Apr. 7,121 ii 27,506p 1,4 
Irliports - Balance of Payments Basis ($ million) 	.. Apr. 6,017ii 23,011p -9.5 
PRODUCTION 
Railway Carloadngs (million tonnes) .............. May 20.0 88.5 -6.9 
Steel (ingois - thousand lonnes) 	................ Mar. 1 246.3 3654.3 -12.5 
SALES 
Department Store Sales ($ million) 	............... Apr. 7917 2,664.2 -1.1 
Mariutacturers' Shipments ($ million) 	............. Apr. 15,139.911 6O,11O.9p -1.0 
New Motor Vehicle Sales ($ million) 	.............. Apr. 9995 3,272.0 -21.3 
Retail Sales 	$ million) 	.......................... Apr. 8.048.71 28,629.7p 2.8 
Statistics are in current dollars and are not seasonally adjusted. 
p - preliminary. r - revised. * - new this week, 

Accrued Net Income of Farm Operators 
from Farm Production 
Data Seasonally Adjusted at Annual Rati,s 
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Publications 
Order through: 
Publication Sales and Services 
Room 1710 
Main Building 
Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A 0V7 
State: 
Title of Report 
Ref erence Month, Quarter or Year 
Publication Number 
Please enclose money order or che-
que made payable to the order of 
Receiver General for Canada. 

Key Economic Series 
Unemployment Insurance, April 1982, to 
be published June 28 to July 2; 
Preliminary Statement of Canadian 
Trade, May 1982, to be published July 6; 
Labour income, April 1982, to be publis-
hed July 6 to 9; 
Canadian Composite Leading Index, 
April 1982, to be published July 7 to 14; 
Industrial Corporations Financial Statis-
tics, 1st Quarter 1982 (Final Data), to be 
published July 8 to 12: 
Employment, Earnings and Hours, April 
1982, to be published July 8 to 16; 
Labour Force Survey, June 1982, to be 
published July 9; 
Retail Trade, May 1982, to be published 
July 9to 16: 
Farm Cash Receipts, January-May 1982, 
to be published July 12 to 15; 
Wholesale Trade, May 1982,   to be publis-
hed July12 to 20; 

Raw Materials Price Index 
The Raw Materials Price lndex(1977=100) 
rose 1.1% to a May 1982 preliminary level of 
200.4 from a revised 198.2 in April and was 
up 10.9%  from the May 1981 index of 180.7. 
The latest monthly rise was led by 
increases in the indexes for animals and 
animal products (5.5%) and vegetable pro-
ducts (1 .3%) and reflected price increases 
for most food products. The price index of 
raw materials excluding coal, crude petro-
leum and natural gas rose 2.3% in May, 
leaving it just 1.3% below the May 1981 
level - the smallest year-to-year decline 
recorded for this index since it started to 
drop nine months ago. 

The 5.5% rise in the animals and animal 
products price index in April was largely 
attributable to a 16% increase in hog prices 
(up 47% from a year earlier) and higher 
cattle and calf prices. Red meat prices 
continue to soar due to reduced supply and 
the increasing accessibility of export 
markets. 

The vegetable products price index rose 
1.3% in May: increases in the prices of fresh 
fruit (11%) and fresh vegetables (12%) - 
attributable in large part to seasonal factors 
- and a 2% increase in grain prices more 
than offset a 20% drop in the price of raw 
sugar. On an annual basis, the index has 
declined 11 .8% since May 1981, primarily 
due to lower prices for grain (-14%), raw 
sugar (-40%) and fresh vegetables (-18%). 

The 2.1% decline in the non-ferrous 
metals price index in May was largely attri-
butable to the declines in gold (-6%) and 
silver (-10%) prices: in contrast, most other 
non-ferrous metals rose in price. 

Industry Selling Price Index 
The Industry Selling Price Index 
(1971 =100) advanced 0.4% in May 1982 to 
a preliminary level of 288.5 from 2874 
(revised) in April to stand 6.9% higher than 
the year-earlier level. The year-over-y' 
change continues to reflect the generally 
weak market conditions throughout the 
manufacturing sector which have been 
observed over the course of the last six 
months. Most of the major component 
groups showed only fractional movements 
in May; however, notable increases were 
shown for food and beverages industries 
(1 .2%) and transportation equipment indus-
tries (1.0%) while miscellaneous industries 
declined by 1 .2%. 

The food and beverages industries price 
index rose 1.2% in May to a level 7.4% 
above a year ago. The main impetus for the 
latest monthly increase came from a 6.2% 
advance in the slaughtering and meat pro-
cessors index; price rises averaging 10% 
for pork and 8% for beef products were 
largely responsible for this advance. Partly 
offsetting were declines of 4.8% for fish 
products and 10.9% for sugar. 

The transportation equipment industries 
component was up 1 .0% in May, largely 
reflecting a 1 .4% rise in the motor vehicle 
price index due to the rescinding of rebates 
on most small car models. 

The price index for miscellaneous indus-
tries dropped 1 .2%, reflecting once again 
the situation in the precious metals markel; 
precious metals affect this major group 
through the price index for jewellery and 
silverware which fell 3.7%. 

The primary metals price index edged 
down 0.1% in May, due to a 0.4% decline in 
the smelting and refining index. Lower gold 
and silver prices were the main contributors 
to the price decline: these outweighed 
increases of 1%-20/o for the major base 
metals. 

Over the last six months the ISPI has 
exhibited moderate price increases total-
ling 3.5%. The largest increase for any 
group has occurred in the non-metallic 
mineral products industries which have 
risen 9.4% over the last half year and 
accounted for approximately 8% of the total 
movement. Of the total ISPI change almost 
half has been attributable to the food and 
beverage industries and petroleum and 
coal products industries, which increased 
5.1% and 7.0%, respectively. 

Telephone Statistics 
The 14 major telephone systems in Canada 
reported revenues of $6,859 million in 1981, 
an increase of 18.2% over 1980. Operating 
expenses were up 1 8.2% to $4,715 million. 
Net  operating revenue at $2,144 millen 
showed an increase of 18 3% over 198.0 
Telephone to! , in EiUijS ncnf:sasec 8.1% Ic 
1,453 millior: 

For furthei iinfo,' rnat;o,n, order Telephone 
Statistics, Prelirnnnary Report on Large Tele-
phone Systems, 1981 (56-202, $3), or contact 
JR. Slattery (613-996-9271). 

1981 Preliminary Homicide Statistics Released 
Preliminary statistics show a total of 647 homicide offences were reported in Canada 
in 1981, a 9.1 °/ajncrease over the 593 oftences in 1980. These 647 offences included 
599 murders, 44 malaughters, and 4 infanticides. 

1981 Preliminary Homicide St4tistics, a free non-catalogued bulletin re-
leased this week by the Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics provides the rates and 
actual numbers of homicide offences for Canada and the provinces. An historical 
table allows comparison of 1981 data to that of the previous four years, as well as to an 
average of the five year period, 1977-1981. 

For further informatiOn, contact L.D. Brown (613-995-0855), Canadian Centre for 
Justice Statistics, R.H. Coats Building, Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A 0T6. 

More Older Women Alone 
For older women in Canada, how they live or whether they live alone varies substan-
tially from province to province. 

According to The Living Arrangements of Canada's Older Women, 76% of the 
older women in Newfoundland were living in families and fewer than 1 4% lived alone 
in 1976,   while in the Western provinces, less than 55% of older women lived with 
relatives, and approximately 33% lived alone. Susan Fletcher and Leroy Stone, 
authors of the study released today by Statistics Canada, suggest that the factors 
which affect this east-west dichotomy in the living arrangements of older women 
include provincial differences in patterns of widowhood, fertility rates and 
urbanization. 

Copies of the study (catalogue 86-503: Canada, $7; other countries, $8.40) may be 
ordered from Publication Sales and Services, Statistics Canada, Ottawa Ki A 0T6. For 
further information, contact Susan Fletcher (613-995-4397), Population Studies. 



Canada's International 
Indebtedness 
	

Canada Pension Plan 
Canadas balance of international indeb-
tedness - the amount by which outstan-
1;nq liabilities, or obligations to other coun- 

exceed Canadas assets or claims 
oist other countries - expanded by 

oo during 1978 to reach $62.6 billion at 
the year-end. Canada's gross assets - 
claims against other countries in long-term 
and short-term forms - totalled $61 .8 bil-
lion, an advance of 12% over 1977. Cana-
das gross liabilities - total long-term and 
short-term liabilities owing to other coun-
tries - grew at a slightly higher rate of 13% 
to $1 24.4 billion. 

Preliminary estimates produced on the 
basis of available data indicate that at the 
end 011981 Canada's balance of interna-
tional indebtedness amounted to $90 bil-
lion, a sizeable expansion from $78 billion at 
1980 year-end Canada's gross external 
assets totalled $83 billion, while gross liabili-
ties to other countries amounted to $173 
billion. 

Of the $6.5 billion increase in total assets 
during 1978. some $5.3 billion or over 80% 
of the expansion was in long-term assets 
while short-term assets accounted f or $1 2 
billion, rising to $29.1 billion. Canadian long-
term investment abroad amounted to $32.7 
billion, with direct investment constituting 
ihnut one-half of this total. Long-term 
LrriS of the Government of Canada - in 

lu form of export credits, other loans and 

.

'ocriptions- totalled $71 billion at the 
of 1978. Net  official monetary assets 
eased by over one-halt to $2.2 billion, 

U;u lowest level since 1960, while short-
term receivables rose by 50% to $9.6 billion. 

Among the liabilities to non-residents at 
1978 year-end, long-term claims by forei-
gners rose by 12% to $108.3 billion, while 
short-term liabilities expanded by 20% to 
$16.1 billion. Foreign long-term investment 
in Canada amounted to $102 billion with 
direct investment, at $48.2 billion, compri-
sing about 47% With the addition of other 
long-term liabilities - such as non-resident 
equity in Canada's assets abroad and off - 
cial liabilities in Special Drawing Rights 
(SDRs) - total long-term liabilities reached 
$108.3 billion. Of the short-term claims, 
non-resident holdings of Canadian dollars 
grew by 13% to $4.4 billion, while short-term 
payables rose more sharply by 23% to 
$1 1 .7 billion. 

All the items in Canada's balance of 
international indebtedness, except net off i-
cial monetary assets, miscellaneous short-
term receivables and payables, and net 
errors and omissions, have been allocated 
geographically - lathe United States, Uni-
focI Kingdom and all other countries. On this 

Canada's net indebtedness position 
he United States totalled $67 billion at 
nd of 1978 with gross assets at $1 1 6 
it and gross liabilties at a sizeable 
6 billion, 

o, further information, contact F.B. V. 
Chow (613-996-2545), Balance of Payments 
Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A 0Z8, 

(Oaia Seasonally Acliusted  at Annual Rates) 
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Building Permits 
The value of building permits issued by 
Canadian municipalities - a key indicator 
of future construction activity - fell 33.6% 
in April 1982 to a seasonally adjusted level 
of $1,038.0 million from $1,359.0 million in 
March. The April figure was 40.1% lower 
than the year-earlier total of $1,732.8 
million. 

The seasonally adjusted value of resi-
dential building permits, which had decrea-
sed 3.4% in March. dropped a further 4.2% 
in April10 $465.7 million from $486 2 million. 
Builders' applications were approved for 
the construction of 3,517 single-detached 
homes and 5,121 multiple dwellings, down 
from 3,745 singles and 6,009 multiples in 
March. This performance provides little 
hope for an improvement in the level of 
housing starts in upcoming months. 

Non-residential permits, which until 
March had partly compensated for the 
sluggishness in the residential sector, fell 
34.4% in April to a seasonally adjusted 
$5723 million from $872.8 million. The drop 
was most pronounced in Calgary where 
notable declines were recorded in both 
industrial and commercial developments. 
By category, new industrial projects fell 
49 3% in value to $84.5 million from $1665 
million in March, commercial projects 
declined 37.6% to $325.6 million from 
$521.9 million and publicly-initiated pro-
jects decreased 12.0% to $162.2 million 
from $184.4 millon 

For further information, order the April 
1982 issue of Building Permits (64-001, 
$3.501$35), or contact J.P. Delis/a (613-995-
8213), Construction Division, Statistics 
Canada, Ottawa K1A 0Z7. 

Coal/Coke Statistics 
Coal production in Canada increased 7.6% 
in April 1982 to 3816 131 tonries from 
3 544 842 a year earlier. Landed imports 
rose 39.4% to 1 675 648 tonnes from 
1 201 544. 

Coal production in the January-April 
1982 period totalled 14 807 232 tonnes, up 
6.1% from 13 951 575 in the same period in 
1981. 

For further information, order the April 
1982 issue of Coa' and Coke Statistics (45-
002, $2.501$25), or contact Dave Madsen 
(613-996-3139), Energy Section, Manufactu-
ring and Primary Industries Division, Statis-
tics Canada, Ottawa K1A 0T6, 

Industrial Production 
Preliminary estim.ites indicate that indus-
trial production declined 0.4% in April 1982, 
marking the tenth consecutive month of 
decline, although the rate of decrease was 
slowed considerably. The seasonally adjus-
ted Index of Industrial Production 
(1971=100) declined to 124.0 from 124.5 in 
March. 

A sharp decline in non-durable manufac-
turing output in April was parity offset by an 
increase in durable manufacturing. Mining 
activity was also dOWn in the month, while 
utilities output showed a moderate gain. 

For further information, order the April 
1982 issue of Gross Domestic Product by 
Industry (61-005, $.1/$30). 

Labour Income 
Labour income for the month of March 1982 
was estimated at $16,210.3 million, an 
increase of $1,603.5 million or 11 .0% from 
March 1981, 

Adjusted for seasonal variation, wages 
and salaries increased by $60.6 million 
between February and March 1982 to 
$15,334.0 million, 

The estimates will be published in the 
January-March issue of Estimates of Labour 
Income (72-005, $5 $20). 

Electric Lamps 
Total sales in Canada of electric lamps 
(light sources) of all types including imports 
during the month of May 1982 were valued 
at $16.0 million. 
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AGRICULTURE STATISTICS No. issue/year issue/year 
Farm Cash Receipts, January-April 1982 21-001 $1 .50/$i 5 $1 80/518 
Field Crop Reporting Series, No.4. Preliminary Estimates of Crop and $10 for $12 for 
Summerfallow Area, Canada 22-002 Series Series 
Grains and Oilseeds Review, April1982 22-007 $2501525 $31$30 

CENSUS 
Population - Geographic Distributions: Saskatchewan, 1981 Census of Canada 93-908 $7.50 $9 

CONSTRUCTION 
Construction in Canada, 1980-1982 64-201 $7 $8.40 
Housing Starts and Completions, Mach 1982 64-002 $31530 $3.60/$36 

CURRENT ECONOMIC ANALYSIS 
Current Economic Analysis, May 1982 13-004E $2.50/525 $3/$30 

EDUCATION, SCIENCE AND CULTURE 
SERVICE BULLETIN 
EducatIon Statistics, Vol. 4, No. 4. Education Price Index Elementary and 
SecondaryLevels, 1981 81-002 $1.50/515 $1.80/518 

EXTERNAL TRADE 
Exports by Commodities, April 1982 65-004 $51550 $6/S6 
Summary of External Trade, April 1982 65-001 $3/$30 

LABOUR 
Estimates of Employees by Province and Industry. March 1982 72-008 $3/ $30 $3.60/$ 

MANUFACTURING AND PRIMARY INDUSTRIES 
Consumption, Production and Inventories of Rubber, April 1982 33-003 $1,50/515 $180/$18 
Primary Iron and Steel, April 1982 41 -001 $2.50/$25 $31530 
Production and Disposition of Tobacco Products, May 1982 32-022 $1.50/515 $1 .80/$18 
Production and Shipments of Floor Tiles, May 1982 47-001 $1 .501$15 $1.80/518 
Production, Shipments and Stocks on Hand of Sawmills East of the Rockies, 
March 1982 35-002 $2501525 $31530 
Refined Petroleum Products, March 1982 45-004 $3.50/535 $4.201$42 
Shipments of Solid Fuel Burning Heating Products, Quarter 
Ending March 1982 25-002 $2.501$10 $31512 

MERCHANDISING AND SERVICES 
Restaurant, Caterer and Tavern Statistics, April1982 63-011 $1.50/515 $1.80/518 
Retail Trade, March 1982 63-005 $3.50/$35 $420/$42 

SENIOR ADVISOR ON POPULATION STUDIES AND STATISTICS 
The Living Arrangements of Canada's Older Women, by Susan Fletcher 
and Leroy 0. Stone, April 1982 86-503 $7 $8.40 
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