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Gross National Product 
Gross National Product at market price; 
rose 3.2% in the third quarter of 1983 to a 
level of $396.7 billion, seasonally adjusted 
at annual rates. After allowing for a 1.1% 
increase in the overall price deflator, real 
GNP recorded the third consecutive 
increase, up 2.0% This brings the recovery 
to dale to 5 6°/o since the trough in the fourth 
quarter of 1982, although real GNP remains 
below the level recorded at the peak of acti-
vity in the second quarter of 1981 

The major source of growth in economic 
activity in the third quarter was a sharp 
swing in the volume of physical change in 
inventories to an accumulation of $1 .0 bil- 
lion following a decumulation of stocks 
I 'ugh each of the previous seven quar- 
t, i' The $2.9 billion swing in the volume of 

. .' cal change in inventories to an accu- 
on brings to an end the large 15% 
ton in the volume of stocks which 

in the fourth quarter of 1981. Final 
domestic demand continued to recover, up 
0.7% after an increase of 1 .8% in the 
second quarter. The slowing was largely 
attributable to a decline in residential 
investment following the high rate of activity 

(continued on next page) 

Canada's Merchandise Trade 
On a seasonally adlusted balance-of-
payments basis, preliminary results indi-
cate that Canada's total exports increased 
3.8% or $295 million to $8.1 billion in Octo-
ber 1983 Imports rose 5.4% or $360 million 
to $7 0 billion. As a result, the merchandise 
trade surplus continued to narrow for the 
sixth consecutive month and reached its 
lowest level this year at $11 billion, $60 
million less than in September. The surplus 
for January-October 1983 stood at $14.5 
billion, $0.4 billion lower than for the same 
period last year. 
Commodity AnalysIs 
The largest increases in October 1983 for 
exports, seasonally adjusted on a customs 

asis. were for coal (up $80 million to $130 
'Inn), wheat (up $75 million to $410 mu- 

• 	petroleum and coal products (up $70 
ito a monthly record level of $305 
p and precious metals (up $70 million 
10 million). Other increases were for 

lumber (up $55 million to $425 million) and 
(continued on next page) 

LATEST MONTHLY STATISTICS 
EMPLOYMENT, INCOME 
Average VVkly (-arnings ($) 	.................... Aug 38978p 
Labour 	Incuni 	(S irirllion) 	....................... Aug. 18,679 4p 
Persons with Jobs (million) 	...................... Nov 10.71 
Unemployed 	................................... Nov • 1,281,000 
INVENTORIES 
Department Store (S million) 	..................... Sept. 3,310.4 
Manufaclurers' Owned ($ million) 	................ Sept 30,210.6p 
ORDERS 
Manufacturers' New Orders ($ million) 	............ Sept 21.5571p 
Manufacturers' Unfilled Orders ($ million) 	......... Sept. 20.382.3p 
PRICES 
Consumer Price Index (1981 	100) 	............... Oct. 119.2 
New House Price Index (1976=100) 	.............. Oct. 131.4 
Raw Materials Price Index (1977=100) 	............ Oct. 211.1p 
EcI 	coal, crude oil, nat. gas .................... Oct. 152.9p 

Industry Selling Price Index (1971=100) 	........... Oct. 301 .7p 
CONSTRUCTION 
Riling Permits ($ million) 	...................... 

Heusng Starts - Urban Centres (units) ........... 
Sepl. 1,113.3p 
Oct. 9,285 

ENERGY 
Coal Producleon (thousand Ionries) 	............... Aug 3 4063 
Electricity Generation (terawatt hours) 	............ Aug. 30.7 
Natural Gas Production (million cubic metres) 	..... Aug 6 608.5 
Petroleum Refining (million cubic metres) 	......... Sept 81p 
FOREIGN TRADE 
F spurts - Balance of Payments Basis ($ million) 	.. Oct. 8,180p 
Irriiiirts 	Balance of Payments Basis ($ million) 	. . Oct. 7,021p 
PRODUCTION 
Ha'(way Carloadings (million torines) .............. Oct. 20.1p 

lI'ul (ingOts - thousand tonnes) 	................ Oct. 1 230.1p 
SALES 
I )i'pariment Store Sales ($ million) 	............... Oct' 9220 
Morufacturers' Shipments ($ million) 	............. Sept. 18.1106p 
New Motor Vehicle Sales ($ million) 	.............. Sept 9067 
Retail Saies ($ million) 	.......................... Sept 8,858.7p 
Statistics are in current dollars and are not seasonally adjusted. 
p - preliminary. r - revised. 	- new this week. 

Canada's Gross National Product (GNP) 
Quarter-to-Quarter Change 
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..Gross NatIonal Product 
in the second quarter. Consumer demand 
slowed slightly in the third quarter. Pur-
chases of durable goods continued to be 
the major source of growth, partly due to 
accelerated purchases of furniture and 
appliances. Business expenditure on 
machinery and equipment rose 4.1% follo-
wing a 1.9%  upturn in the second. The 
increase, which had been concentrated in 
motor vehicles in the second quarter, 
spread to include office and industrial 
machinery. In tandem with the increase in 
final domestic demand and inventories, 
imports rose a further 5 4% in real terms. 
The volume of export demand slowed to an 
increase of 2.0%. 

Labour income rose 2.4% in the third 
quarter compared to an increase of 2.9% in 
the second. Excluding the effect of strikes 
and special payments however, labour 
income growth accelerated from an 
increase of 2.3% in the second quarter to 
2.5% in the third. 

Corporate profits rose a further 10.5% in 
the third quarter. Profits are now 74% higher 
than the trough in the third quarter of 1982 
but remain below pre-recession levels. 
Higher sales and lower interest costs conti-
nue to contribute to the recovery of corpo-
rate balance sheets. The largest increases 
were recorded in the manufacturing and 
trade industries. 

The personal saving rate rose to 14.2% of 
personal disposable income in the third 
quarter, up from 11 .0% in the second. The 
irregular quarterly pattern of saving flows is 
largely attributable to the delay of income 
tax refunds, which are generally received in 
the first half of the year. 

For further information, order the third 
quarter 1983 issue of National Income and 
Expenditure Accounts (13-001. 
$6.351$25.40), or contact the Gross National 
Product Division (613-995-0601). 

...Merchandlse Trade 
passenger cars (up $55 million to $730 mil-
lion) The largest decreases were for 
exports of trucks (down $55 million to $380 
million) and motor vehicle parts (down $45 
million to $630 million). 

The largest import increase in October 
1983 was for crude petroleum (up $145 
million to $505 million). This marked the fifth 
consecutive monthly increase after the 
May 1983 low point of $69 million. Other 
large increases were for imports of pre-
cious metals (up $85 million to $135 million) 
and motor vehicle parts (up $70 million to 
$1 .020 million). Import decreases in Octo-
ber were for aircraft (down $190 million to 
$105 million), metal ores, concentrates and 
scrap (down $110 million to $100 million) 
and passenger cars (down $50 million to 
$535 million). 

For further information, order the October 
1983 issue of Summary of External Trade (65-
001. $3. 15/$31.50), or contact Gordon Blaney 
(613-995-6305). Trade Inquiries Unit, or 
Fran cois Bord (613-995-6115). 

Gross Domestic Product 
Gross Domestic Product, in constant 1971 
prices, advanced 0.3% in September 
to $1 19.7 billion at annual ratesfrom $1 
billion in August. Most of the growth ori: 
ted among the goods-producing indu 
which posted an output increase of I 
Service-producing industries, however. 
recorded a 0.2% decline, the first monthly 
decline since February. Industrial produc-
tion continued its recent pattern of growth, 
rising 1 .8% in September, following a revi- 
sed 1.1% gain in August. 

Most of the September growth in GOP 
originated in mining and manufacturing. 
Mining output rose 8.5% in September, with 
widespread gains and especially sharp 
increases in iron mines, coal mines, crude 
petroleum and natural gas, and non-metal 
mines. Within manufacturing, significant 
growth showed up in pulp and paper mills, 
iron and steel mills, motor vehicle parts and 
accessories manufacturers, and producers 
of refined petroleum products. 

For further information, order the Septem-
ber 1983 issue of Gross Domestic Product by 
Industry (61-005. $3.151$31.50). or contact 
Ron Kennedy (613-995-0568), Industry Pro-
duct Division. 

Energy Statistics 
Preliminary figures for the January to Sep-
tember 1983 period show that crude oil 
production in Canada increased by 3 /3 
megalitres (+7%) from the same pericio ri 

1982. This volume increase is quite cor 
rable to the increase in the volume of i 
exported, 3 452 ML (+39%), Total CR 
exports of 12 325 ML represented 
20% of the Canadian production during the 
period (61 487 ML). 

Crude oil imports have returned to higher 
levels since July 1983 following six months 
of declines when imports were at half the 
1982 levels, During July-September 1983, 
imports of crude reached 5 225 ML, 4% 
higher than last year's receipts and 16% 
higher than crude oil exports for the third 
quarter of 1983. On a cumulative basis, 
1983 crude oil imports at a total of 10 702 
ML remain 1 623 ML lower than exports for 
the same period and 32% lower than 
imports for the January to September 
period of last year. 
Natural Gas 
Exports of natural gas to the United States 
decreased by more than 10% during the first 
nine months of 1983:   this has resulted in a 
decline in natural gas production of 7% com-
pared with the same period of 1982. During 
the January to September 1983 period, sales 
of natural gas amounted to 30 668 gigalitres, 
down 6% from the year-earlier level. 

ElectrIcity 
Electricity generation, which decreasi II, 
more than 3% during the first quart

r  1983, increased by about 7% betwee 
and September 1983.   

For further information, contact Richard 
Godin or Mike Valiquette (613-996-3139). 
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Department Store Sales 
Department stores in Canada had sales 
totalling $922.0 million in October 1983, an 
increase of 7.3% from a year earlier. Cumu-
lative sales for January to October 1983 
reached $8,059.6 million, up 7.1% from the 
1982 level. 

Department store sales by regions for the 
latest month were as follows, with percen-
tage changes from October 1982 in 
brackets: 
• Ontario. $335.9 million (+1 1.0%) 
• Quebec, $173.2 million (+11.9%) 
• British Columbia, $146.8 million (+1 .0%) 
• Alberta, $124.4 milion (-2.3%) 
• Atlantic provinces, $63.5 million (+7.2%) 
• Manitoba, $47.5 million (+7,3%) 
• Saskatchewan, $30.7 million (+19.6%). 

Data users should note that the British 
Columbia figures include as well those for the 
Yukon and Northwest Territories. See the 
October 1983 issue of Department Store 
Sales by Regions (63-004, $1.551$15.50). 

Building Permits 
Canadian municipalities issued permits for 
building construction work estimated at a 
seasonally adjusted $1,137.9 million in Sep-
tember 1983,   little changed from the level 
recorded in August ($1,137.7 million) and 
the preceding three months. In September 
1982 - during the deepest part of the 
recession - building permits were valued 
at $935.0 million. 

Residential building permits were estima-
ted at a seasonally adjusted $657.4 million 
in September, up 6.7% from August. 

The value of non-residential building 
permits decreased 7.9% to $480 5 million in 
September from $521 .6 million a month ear-
lier. The drop was wholly attributable to a 
softness of building intentions in the public 
sector where permits fell 37.5% to a seaso-
nally adjusted $1 17.0 million from $1 87.3 
million in August. Industrial building permits 
rose 22.8% to $92.6 million from $75.4 mil-
lion and commercial protects were up 4.6% 
to $270.9 million from $258.9 million. 
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Balance of Payments 
Canada's current account balance on a 

nally adjusted basis turned to a small 
during July-September 1983, after 

insecutive quarters of surpluses. The 
this shift was attributable to a sharp 
mports. resulting in a large reduction 
irierchandise trade surplus. 

Iii the capital account, there was a noti-
ceable decline in the inflow from new bond 
borrowings abroad, reflecting a combina-
tion of a lower volume of total new issues by 
Canadian borrowers and a relatively grea-
ter funding from the domestic market This 
was somewhat tempered by unusually 
large inflows from new issues of Canadian 
stocks and further money market 
borrowings. 

The main quarterly teatures were: 
• On a seasonally adjusted basis, a shift 
of $1 3 billion in the current account to a 
deficit of $186 million. This was composed 
of a surplus of $4.1 billion on merchandise 
trade and a deficit of $4.3 billion on non-
merchandise transactions (services and 
transfers): 
• A decline of $1.2 billion from $53 billion 
in the surplus on merchandise trade as 
the rise in imports (9%) more than offset the 
increase in exports (1%) This decline was 
widespread, reflecting lower surpluses with 
the United States, the United Kingdom, 
Japan, EEC and the total of all other coun- 

f he value of exports reached a record 
i billion while imports, at $1 8.9 billion. 
at their highest quarterly level in the 

I,vo years: 
ong exports, large increases in crude 

uleum, in forest products and in barley. 
here were significant declines in exports 

it coal and other bituminous substances, 
at and fish: 
nong imports, a very strong increase in 
e petroleum, almost doubling the 

.:optionally low value of the previous 
tuarter. Large increases were also recor-
led in the following end products: automo-
'e products, industrial machinery, corn-
unications and related equipment and 

It ice machinery and equipment. There 
as a decline in metal fabricated basic 

products: 
• A slight increase in the deficit on ser-
vices to $4.5 billion with both receipts and 
payments advancing. Receipts increased 
I $260 million due to dividends from direct 
.rvestment abroad and revenues on 
)usiness services. Payments increased by 
$381 million, caused mainly by interest 
payments on the higher net foreign cur-
rency liability of the chartered banks as well 
as to business services: 
• Unadjusted for seasonal variations, a 

rrent account surplus of $443 million. 
:ompared with a $2.1 billion surplus in 

"iird quarter 1982 when imports were 
.rssed, 

or further information, contactL. L&,bert 
i 6 1J996-2545), Balance of Payments Dlvi-
sicn, Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A 0T6 

Canadian Balance of 
International Payments 
C,.iir€'? Ai;ciii 	Sr'asorai 	Aljus1rd 

Muons of Dollars 

1,500 - - - - - - 

;:Iiiii 
2,000 - 

2500 - - - - - 

3.000 - - - - 
1978 1979 1980 1981 	1982 4983 

Source Siaiislica Canada, Quarterly Esirmi3tes 
01 the canadian Balance 01 
iinie,rraironai Payments 67-0011 

Capacity Utilization Rates 
Capacity utilization in Canadian manufac-
turing industries continued to rise in the 
third quarter of 1983, increasing 3.5% to a 
level of 70.5% from 68.1% in the second 
quarter. Although five of the 20 industry 
groupings posted lower capacity utilization 
rates, this was more than offset by the 
industries which recorded increases in their 
rates: the two most important gains were 
16.8% in the wood industries group and 
13.8% in the petroleum and coal products 
group. 

However, while the capacity utilization 
rate for the total manufacturing group has 
been steadily increasing over the last three 
quarters, the rate is still well below the 
81 .5% level recorded in the second quarter 
of 1981. 

Durable manufacturing industries recor-
ded a 5.6% increase in capacity utilization, 
moving to 63.6% in the third quarter of 1983 
from 60.2% in the second quarter, while in 
the non-durabte sector the increase was 
2.1% to 777% from 76.1%. 

For further information, order the July-
September 1983 issue of Capacity Utilization 
Rates in Canadian Manufacturing (31-003, 
55.301521.20), or contact D. Wallace or S. 
Wood (613-995-8152), Construction Division, 
Statistics Canada, Ottawa KIA 9Z9. 

Railway Operating Statistics 
The seven malor  railways in Canada repor-
ted a combined net income from operations 
of $23.8 million in August 1983- Operating 
revenues of $556.1 million were up 19.0% 
from the 1982 figure. 

Revenue freight tonne-kilometres were 
up by 18.5% from a year earlier in August 
1983, freight train-kilometres rose 12.6% 
and freight car-kilometres 14.9%. Revenue 
passenger-kilometres decreased by 2,4% 
to 2708 million. 

For further information, order the August 
1983 issue of Railway Operating Statistics 
(52-003. 52.651526.50), or contact the Rail 
Unit f613-996-9271 

Labour Force Survey 
Canada's scasona ly adju';ted unemploy-
ment rate remained at 11 1% in November 
1983. unchanged from the October level. 
The participation rate edged up to 64.1% 
from 64.00/s in the preceding month and the 
employment/population ratio increased to 
57.0% from 56.9%. 

The seasonally adjusted level of 
employment for the week ending November 
12, 1983 was an estimated 10,769,000, an 
increase of 25,000 from October. Employ-
ment rose by 21,000 for females 25 years of 
age and over while there was little change 
for the other age/sex groups. On a provin-
cial basis, emploment increases were 
registered in Ontario (+27,000) and Quebec 
(+15,000) while a decline was recorded in 
Newfoundland (-6.000). 

Unemployment was estimated at 
1,347,000, seasonaily adjusted, in Novem-
ber, virtually unchanged from the October 
level. Unemployment increased by 18,000 
among males aged 15 to 24, while it decli-
ned by 10,000 for males and females aged 
25 years and over, and by 7,000 for females 
aged 15 to 24. Provincially, unemployment 
fell by 4,000 in Manitoba and rose by 3,000 
in Newfoundland. 

Seasonally adjusted unemployment 
rates for the provinces in November were 
as follows, with October rates in brackets: 
Newfoundland, 19.9% (18.3%): Prince 
Edward Island, 1 0.4%(1 2.1%): Nova Scotia. 
12.8% (13.1%): New Brunswick, 14.7% 
(14.0%): Quebec, 13.5% (13.5%): Ontario. 
9.1% (9.2%): Manitoba. 8.6% (9.3%): Sas-
katchewan, 7.7% (7 4%):  Alberta, 10.5% 
(10.1%): and British Columbia, 13.9% 
(13.5%). 

The unadjusted employment level for 
Canada was estimated at 10,714,000 in 
November 1983, an increase of 355,000 
(+3.4%) from a year earlier. Unemployment 
dropped by 10.90A, over the 12-month 
period to 1,281,000 from 1,438,000. The 
unemployment rate at 10.7% in the latest 
month was down from 12.2% in November 
1982 while the participation rate increased 
to 63.5% from 63.2% and the employment! - 
population ratio rose to 56 7% from 55.5%. 

For further information, order the Novem-
ber 1983 issue of The Labour Force (71-001, 
$3. 70/537). 

Provincial Governments 
Employees of Canada's provincial and terri-
torial governments (excluding general 
government empIoees in British Colum-
bia) and government enterprises (including 
British Columbia) numbered 549,939 as of 
June 1983, an ovetall decrease of 5,882 
(-1 1%) from June 1982. General govern-
ment employees increased by 3,389(0 9%) 
while those in government enterprises 
declined by 9,271 (-5.6%). 

Gross payrolls (including overtime and 
retroactive payments, but excluding gene-
ral government payr:tlIs in British Columbia) 
for April-June 1983 were $3,427.9 million, a 
decrease of $42.3 million (-1.2%) from the 
corresuondnq quarl r in 11182 
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AGRICULTURE STATISTICS No. issue/year issue/year 

Field Crop Reporting Series - No. 8, November Estimate of Production of Principal 
Field Crops, Canada. 1983 22-002 $1551510.60 $1851512.70 
Production and Stocks of Eggs and Poultry, September 1983 23-003 $2.65/526.50 $3.20/531 80 
Stocks of Frozen Meat Products. November 1983 32-012 $2.65/526.50 $3 20/$31 80 

CENSUS 
Population: Religion 	1981 Census of Canada 90-912 3550 $660 

CONSTRUCTION 
Housing Starts and Completions, September 1983 64-00? $3 1.5 	$31 50 $3.80/53780 

EXTERNAL TRADE 
Imports by Commodities, September 1983 65-007 $5.301553 $6.35/563.60 

HEALTH 
Basic Facts on Therapeutic Abortions, Canada, 1982 82-215 $4.75 $5.70 
Vital Statistics, July-September 1983 84-001 $2.65/510.60 $3.20/512.70 

LABOUR 
Preliminary Unemployment Insurance Statistics, August 1983 73-001p (N/C) (N/C) 
Statistical Report on the Operation of the Unemployment Insurance Act. AprI-June 1983 73-001 36 35'$25.40 $7601530.50 

MANUFACTURING AND PRIMARY INDUSTRIES 
Canned and Frozen Fruits and Vegetables - Monthly, September 1983 32-011 $1 55/$15.50 $1.85/$1 8.60 
Corrugated Boxes and Wrappers, October 1983 36-004 $1 55/$1550 $1 85/51860 
Crude Petroleum and Natural Gas Production. August 1983 26-006 $2 65/526 50 $3 20/531 80 
Domestic Refrigerators and Freezers, October 1983 43-001 $1 55/$15.50 $1 85/518 60 

Electric Lamps (Light Sources), October 1983 43-009 $1.55/515.50 $1 85/$1e 
Electric Power Statistics. August 1983 57-001 $2.65/526.50 $3.20/sO' 
Flour and Breakfast Cereal Products Industry. 1982 32-228 $4.75 
Gas Utilities, August 1983 55-002 $265/$2650 $3,20/$3: 
Inventories. Shipments and Orders in Manufacturing Industries, September 1983 31 -001 $3.70/537 $4.45/$4-I 
Primary Iron and Steel, September 1983 41-001 $2.65/$26.50 $3.20/$3 I 
Production and Shipments of Blow-Moulded Plastic Bottles. Quarter Ended September 
30.1983 47-006 $2651510.60 $3201512.70 
Quarterly Shipments of Office Furniture Products, Quarter Ended September 30, 1983 35-006 $2 65/51 0.60 $3.20/S1 2.70 
Railroad Rolling Stock Industry, 1982 42-211 $475 $5.70 
Specified Domestic Electrical Appliances, October 1983 43-003 $1551515.50 $1 .85/Si 8.60 
Tobacco Products Industries. 1982 32-225 $4.75 $5.70 
Service Bulletin: 
Fruit and Vegetable Preservation - Vol. 12, No. 11, Pack of Processed Peaches, 1983 32-023 $1.55/S1 5.50 $1 .85/$i 8.60 

MERCHANDISING AND SERVICES 
Department Store Sales by Regions. October 1983 63-004 $1 55/515.50 $185/$18.60 
Department Store Sales and Stocks. September 1983 63-002 $3.15/531.50 $3801537.80 
Merchandising Inventories, September 1983 63-014 $2 65/526.50 $3 20/531 80 
Restaurant, Caterer and Tavern Statistics, September 1983 63-011 $1 .55/$i 5.50 . $1.85/$1860 
Wholesale Trade, September 1983 63-008 $1 .55/$1 5.50 $i .85/SIB 60 

TRANSPORTATION AND COMMUNICATIONS 
Coastwise Shipping Statistics, 1982 54-210 $845 $10.15 
Railway Carloadings, September 1983 52-001 $1 55/$15.50 $1.85/51860 
Railway Operating Statistics. June 1983 52-003 $2.65/52650 $3,20/531.80 
Telephone Statistics, September 1983 56-002 $1 55/51550 $1 85/$18.60 
Service BulletIn: 
Aviation StatIstIcs Centre - Vol. 15, No. 11, Canadian Air Transport industry 51-004 $1.55/S1 5.50 $185/$18.60 

These publications can be purchased by writing to Publication Sales and Services, Room 1710, Main Building, Statistics Canada, Ottawa 
K1A 0T6. Please enclose cheque or money order payable to the Receiver General for Canada and provide full information on publications 
required (number, title, issue). 

Publications can alsbe ordered through Statistics Canada's offices in St. John's, HaI',r 	rI 	ii C)Ii'.',.r 	rrqr'.rn F airs. To!ontO 

Winnipeg Regina, Edmonton and Vancouver or from bookstore agents or nther hooksie.ors 
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