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New Motor Vehicle Sales
Retaill sales in Canada of all new motor
vehicles totalled 61,693 units in February
1983, down by 9.0% from a year earlier and
the lowest February total unit sales recor-
ded since 1971 Sales of North American
manufactured passenger cars declined
8.4% to 32,067 units, while domestic com-
mercial vehicles dropped 28.6% to 10,275
units. Sales of passenger cars built over-
seas increased 8 1% over the previous year
10 16,673 units, while overseas commercial
vehicles decreased 10.2% to 2,678 units.
The share of the Canadian passenger
car market taken by North American manu-
facturers in February 1983 was 658%
| =mmpared to 69.4% in February 1982
Japanese manufacturers had 28.7% of the
mirket and European manutacturers 5.5%.
compared to percentages of 252% and
5.4% a year earlier
Tial value of new motor vehicles sold in
Fenruary 1983 decreased 88% from the
| preceding year to $681.0 milion. North
American passenger cars sold for $340.8
million (down 4. 9%) and commercial vehi-
cles for $148.6 million (down 31.2%). Sales
of passenger cars from overseas increased
14.9% to $167 0 million, while those of
commercial vehicles decreased by 9.8% to
$24.6 million.

For furthar information, order the February
1983 issue of New Motor Vehicle Sales (63-
007, $2.65/$26.50), or contact Jean-Pierre
Simard, Retail Trade Section (613-996-9304 ),
Marchandising and Services Division, Statis-
tics Canada, Ottawa K1A 929.

Productivity Measures

Preliminary estimates of output per man-
hour for all commercial industries show a
decline of 0.6% in 1982 following a marginal
increase of 0.3% in 1981 and a decline of
0.6% in 1980. Unit labour cost increased
11.4% in 1982 after increases of 10.0% in

l 1981 and 10.8% in 1980.

Output per man-hour in manufacturing
daclined 2.8% in 1982 following anincrease
01'0.7% in 1981 and a decline of 2.2% in

‘ .15&;) Unit labour cost increased 14.2% in

18E2 after increases of 10.3% in 1981 and
12.68% in 1980.

The decline in output in 1982 for both all
| commercial industries (-6.2%) and manu-
’ facturing (-12.3%) was the largest since

(continued on next page)

LATEST MONTHLY STATISTICS
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the beginning of the series in 1946. The
index of man-hours worked of persons
employed for the same two industry grou-
pings also registered in 1982 the largest
recorded decrease.

Far further informatin, contact M. Larose
(613-995-8261), Input-Output Division, Sta-
tistics Canada, Ottawa K1A 929.

The Labour Force

Canada's seasonally adjusted unemploy-
ment rate rose slightly to 12.6% in March
1983 from 12.5% in February. The participa-
lion rate increased to 63.9% from 63.8% in
the preceding month and the empioyment/
population ratio moved up to 55.9% from
55.8%.

For the week ending March 19, 1983, the
seasonally adjusted level of employment
was estimated at 10,471,000, an increase
of 28,000 from February. The level rose by
30.000 for males 25 years of age and over
and by 8,000 for females in this age group.
while it declined by 8,000 for females 15 to
24. Employment increases were registered
in the trade (+13.000). service (+14.000).
other primary (+7.000) and construction
(+6,000) industries;, lower employment
levels were recorded in finance, insurance
and real estate (-9.000) and agriculture
{(-9.000). On a provincial basis, employment
rose by 28,000 in Ontario but showed little
change elsewhere. The increase was
concenlrated in the durable manufacturing
and construction industries.

Seasonally adjusted, unemployment was
estimated at 1,515,000 in March, up by
18,000 from February. Increases were
noted for males 15 to 24 years of age
(+12,000) and for females 25 years and
over (+10,000), while unemployment
decreased by 9,000 for males 25 and over.
Provincially, unemployment increased by
12,000 in Alberta and 4,000 in Newfound-
land but decreased by an estimated 8,000
in Ontario.

Seasonally adjusted unemployment
rates for the provinces in March were as
follows, with February rates in brackets:
Newfoundland, 20.3% (18.8%); Prince
Edward Island, 12.7% (12.9%); Nova Scotia.
13.9% (13.1%); New Brunswick, 16.1%
{15.3%); Quebec, 14.6% (14.6%). Ontario,
11.4% (11.6%), Manitoba, 9.7% (10.1%).
Saskatchewan, 7 .4% (7 6%); Alberta, 1 1.0%
(10.1%); and British Columbia, 14.0%
{13.8%).

The unadjusted employment level for
Canada was estimated at 10,236,000 in
March 1983, down 223,000 (-2.1%) from a
year earlier. Unemployment climbed 35.0%
to a record high of 1,658,000 from
1,228,000 over the 12-month period. The
unemployment rate at 13.9% was up from
10.5% in March 1982, the participation rate
increased to 63.4% from 63.2% and the
employment/population ratio decreased to
54.6% from 56.6% last year.

For turther information, order the March

1983 issue of The Labour Force (71-001,
$3.70/837).

Publications

Order through:

Publication Sales and Services
Room 1710

Main Building

Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A 0T6
State:

Title of Report

Reference Month, Quarter or Year
Publication Number

Please enclose money order or che-
que made payable to the order of
Receiver General for Canada

Help-wanted Index
The seasonally adjusted Help-wanted
Index for Canada (1981=100) advanced to
36 in March 1983 from 33 in February.
Comparing indexes for the first quarter of
1983 with the fourth quarter of 1982, the
three-month averages remained practically
unchanged at 35.8 and 35.6, respectively.

On a regional basis, between February
and March help-wanted indexes showed
increases in the Atiantic Region (50.5%),
Ontario (24.3%) and the Prairies (5.1%) but
registered decreases in Quebec (-1.1%)
and British Columbia (-7.0%).

Inquiries about the index should be direc-
ted to H. Stiebert (613-995-8445), Labour
Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A 0V1.

Energy Statistics
Warmer than normal weather during
January 1983 resulted in lower production
levels of energy forms used for heating pur-
poses, compared with the same month a
year earlier

Compounded by colder than average
temperatures in January 1982, Canadian
production of several energy forms decli-
ned notably in the latest month: refined
petroleum products were down 14%; elec-
tricity generation was off 8%; and natural
gas production declined by 6%. However,
higher export demands resulted in increa-
sed producticn of coal and crude oll

Publishad by tha Fadersl snd wpos
Reiat:ons Divigion, Statistics Canada

Editor Greg Thomson (613-593-7444)
3F. RH Coats Bulding. Tunney's Pas-
ture, Ottawa K1A 0T6

Catalogue 11-002&. Price: Canada
$26 50 a year; other countries. $31 B0 a
year To subscribe: send money order
or cheque payable to the Receiver
General for Canada to Publication
Sales and Services. Statistics Canada.
Ottawa K1A 0T6

Industrial Corporations

Fourth quarter 1982 final results contirm the
stowing in the rate of decline of Canadian
industrial corporations’ profits indicmind
earlier in the preliminary release. Quarnaity
net profits after taxes were down 20 %
from the year-earlier level compared i
declines of 51.2% and 53.3% for the -
vious two quarters. Revised after-tax et
profits of industrial corporations were $2.5
billion for the tourth quarter of 1982, down
from $3.3 billionin the fourth quarter of 1981
and $52 billion in the second quarter of
1981, just before the recession began.

Revised seasonally adjusted data reveal
the change in the profits trend that has
developed over the latter part of the reces-
sion. For each of the four quarters from
mid-1981 to mid-1982, seasonally adjusted
profits before taxes and extraordinary items
declined about 16%. However, in the last
half of 1982, this indicator turned around
—rising 7.2% in the third quarter and remain-
ing flat in the latest guarter, for a net
increase of 7.2% for the last half of the year.

A further indication that corporate profit-
ability is currently strengthening is retlected
in the operating margin ratio (which relates
operating income to sales). This figure
stood at 5.9% prior to 1981 and then fell for
eight consecutive quarters, hitting a low of
2.0% in the third quarter of 1982. In the
current quarter, however, operatingincome
rose to 2.3% of sales, down trom the touth
quarter 1981 ficure of 3.2%, bhul navi-
theless the firs! skl M0 Bansal i ova
two years
Year-to-Year Changes
Firms in the manufaciu: ki SEior Stilered
the worst detertoration ot income with quar-
terly net profits declining 54% from 1981
levels. The underlying cause was conti-
nuing poor demand and weak prices, partly
due to international competition, which led
to a sales decline of 6.3%.

There were positive signs in some areas,
however, most notably the mineral fuels
sector. This industry recorded the largest
year-over-year increases, with sales rising
24% and net profits 53%. Oil price
increases over the year, combined with
cost-cutting efficiency programs and redu-
ced exploration costs contributed to the
improved results.

Inthe related pipeline industry, sales rose
only 5% but net profits, benefitting from
unusually high dividends received from the
Canadian mineral fuels industry, nearly
doubled to $167 million.

The worst year-over-year decline in pro-
fits was recorded in the paper industry.
Fourth quarter 1981 profits of $156 million
turned to an $88 million loss in the latest
quarter. A sales decline of 11% reflected
poor demand and excess capacity in i
industry. European producers are aggigs=
sively increasing exports, and this has
severely reduced Canadian producers’
overseas and North American sales.

Detailed statistics will be available in Indus-
trial Corporations: Financial Statistics (cata-
fogue 61-003, $10.60/$42.40).




Canada’s Merchandise Trade

On a seasonally adjusted balance-of-
payments basis, preliminary results indi-
caiz that Canada's exporls Increased 3.5%
o %235 million to $6.99 billion in February
V883 following a 53% decline in January
and a 0.9% increase in December 1982
Imports aiso rose, but only marginally, by
{L7% or $35 million to $5.55 billion in
February after increases of 3.1% in January
and 7.7% in December. As a result, the
merchandise trade surplus increased $200
million to $1.44 billion in February after
retracting by $545 million in January 0
$1.24 bilhon

Commodity Analysis

The largest increases posted for domestic
exports (seasonally adjusted on a customs
basis) in February 1983 included wheat {up
33% or $100 million to $400 miliion, folio-
wing a $65 million decrease in January)
motor vehicle products (up 6.6% or $100
million to $1.59 billion after a $340 miilion
increase in January), aircraft (up 73% or
$65 million to $t50 million tollowing a $90
million decrease in January) and lumber
{up 16% or $55 million to $410 million). Pre-
cious metals were down 40% or $75 million
to $115 million and industnal machinery
25% or $45 million to $140 million.

The largest increase in imports for the
month of February was for motor vehicle
products (up 30% or $370 million to $1.62
hillion following an increase of $375 million
o the two previous months). There were
laig:: declines for crude petroleum (down
B2 or $250 million to $2t5 million after an
WMoiease of $125 million in January), pre-
rious metals (down 67% or $120 million to
$60 million following an increase of $125
millionin January) and industrial machinery
(down 18% or $80 miliion to $365 million).
Trading Partner Analysis
The main contribution to the overall
increase in February 1983 exports came
tfrom the fourth consecutive monthly
increase of exports to the United States (up
5.5% or $270 million to $5.16 billion follo-
wing a $205 million increase in January). in
addition, exports to Japan increased 20% or
$65 miilion to $395 million after a decline of
$90 miltion in January, while those to "Other
OE.C.D." countries increased 68% or $60
million to $1 50 million toliowing a decline of
$135 million in January. But exports to the
United Kingdom were down 21% or $45
million to $175 million after a $35 million
decline in January.

There was one significant increase in
imports for February 1983: imports trom the
United States increased for the fifth conse-
cutive month — up 7% or $285 million to
$4.28 billion following an increase of $270
wilhon in January. Imports from Japan also
eonlinued to increase — up 13% in
Fahruary or $40 million to $345 million fol-
lowing an $80 million increase in January
The largest decrease was for the EEC
(including the United Kingdom), down
12.5% or $55 million to $390 million after a
$60 mullion increase in January.
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Farm Cash Receipts

Farm cash receipts for the January-
February period of 1983 totalled an estima-
ted $3.766.1 million, up marginally by 0.4%
trom the year-earlier level of $3,7522
million.

Receipts from the sale of field crops were
down slightly to $2,287.1 million in the latest
pericd. Increased receipts for wheat, rape-
seed and soybeans were oftset by lower
receipts for rye, flaxseed. corn and
potatoes.

Cash receipts from the sale of livestock
and livestock products increased 6% from
the January-February 1982 level to
$1,429.8 million. A 29% increase in hog
receipls was largely responsible for the
overall rise in livestock receipts.

Farm cash receipts by province for the
latest period were as follows, with January-
February 1982 totals in brackets: Saskat-
chewan, $1.198.2 miltion ($1,193.6 million);
Alberta. $860.2 miliion ($833.7 million);
Ontario, $727.5 million ($779.1 million);
Quebec. $441.9 million ($380.4 miliion);
Manitoba, $327.2 million ($324.1 million);
British Columbia, $120.2 million ($140.8 mil-
lion); Nova Scotia, $38.6 million ($36.9 mil-
lion). Prince Edward Island, $29.4 million
($31.0 million); and New Brunswick, $22.9
million ($32.6 million).

For further information, order the January-
February 1983 issue of Farm Cash Receipts
(21-001, $1.55/$15.50), or contact John Lan-
thier (613-995-4895), Agriculture Statistics
Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A 0T6.

Raw Steel Production

Preliminary figures show Canadian produc-
tion of steel ingots in March 1983 totalled
1 079 673 tonnes, a drop of 13.6% from
1 250 275 tonnes a year eariier.

For further information, order the March
1983 issue of Primary Iron and Steel (41-001,
$2.65/$26.50), or contact Gerry W. Barrett
(613-992-0388), Manufacturing and Primary
industries Division, Statistics Canada,
Ottawa K1A 0T6.

Building Permits

The value of consiruction work authorized
by Canadian municipalitics issuing building
permits rose 8.4% in January 1983 to a
seasonally adjusted $1,298.0 million from
$1,197.3 million in December 1982 Howe-
ver, the January total was off 5.3% from the
revised January 1982 level of $1,3704
million.

Residential permits, which were estima-
ted at a seasonally adjusted $781.2 million
in December declined slightly (-0.8%) to a
preliminary $774.9 million in January. Buil-
ders’ applications were approved for
15,317 dwelling units (9,373 single-
detached homes and 5,944 multiple units)
during January compared to 14,864 dwel-
lings (10,520 singles and 4,344 multiples) in
December. In spite of the seasonality which
characterizes the housebuilding industry, the
actual numbers of new dweliings authorized
rose in Prince Edward Island, Manitoba and
Saskatchewan, and remained strong in
Ontario in the muitiple housing sector.

Non-residential permits value rose 25.7%
in January to a seasonally adjusted $523.1
million from $416.2 million in December. the
first significant increase posted since July
1982. Building permits value increased tor
all categories of construction: industrial pro-
jectsrose 17.2%to $76.7 million ($65.4 mil-
lion in December); commercial projects —
consisting mainly of stores, office bulldings,
hotels and recreaticnal facilities — climbed
34 7% 10 $224 1 million ($166.3 million) and
publicly-initiated projects were up 20.6% to
$222.3 million ($184 4 million). Even without
taking seasonal factors into account, non-
residential permits activity was estimated to
be strongin Prince tidward Island, Quebec,
Manitoba and Saskatchewan.

For further information, order the January
1983 issue of Building Permits (64-001,
$3.70/837).

Catalogue of Publications
The 1983 editicn of the Statistics
Canada Catalogue of Publications
describes, as in past years, all publi-
cations up to 10 years old and still
available for sale This year, however,
it has two new features: it describes
some of the 1981 Census of Canada
publications, as well as a number of
selected “Departmental” publica-
tions. Everything listed has been
released prior to January 1, 1983.
One set of the Catalogue (one
English copy and one French copy)is
provided free of charge. For each
additional single copy or setthereisa
charge of $5. The Catalogue can be
ordered from the Casual Sales Unit,
Central Inquiries, Statistics Canada,
Ottawa K1A 0T6 or from any Statis-
tics Canada regional reference cen-
tre. Recipients of the 1982 Catalo-
gue should have automatically been
sent an order form for this edition.
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