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Department Store Sales 
5th'; department stores in Canada (;lI''lb-

ed 13 51),o from a year earlier to $787.6 nil-
lion in March 1983. Cumulative sales for the 
first three months of 1983 at $2,015.1 mil-
lion were up 7.6% from the January-March 
1982 level. 

Department store sales by regions for the 
latest month were as follows. with percen-
tage changes from March 1982 in brackets: 
• Ontario. $2732 million (+13.2%) 
• British Columbia, $1403 million (+9.50A)) 
• Quebec, $137.6 million (+16.1%) 
• Alberta, $1 17.9 million (+9.3%) 
• Atlantic provinces, $50.2 million 
(+230%) 
is Manitoba, $431 million (+14.0%) 
• Saskatchewan, $25.3 million (+29.1%) 

• ',ia users should note that the British 
imbia figures include as well those for the 

and Northwest Territories. See the 
'0 1983 issue of Department Store Sales 

: Hegions (63-004, $1.55415.50). 

Canada's Merchandise Trade 
On a seasonally adjusted balance-of-
payments basis, preliminary results indi-
cate that Canada's exports declined 0,8% 
or $55 million to $6.92 billion in March 1983 
following an increase of 3.6% in February 
and a decrease of 5.7% in January. Imports 
also declined 0 8% or $40 million to $5 53 
billion after a 1 .1% increase in February and 
a 3.1% increase in January. As a result, the 
merchandise trade surplus edged back $1 4 
million from February 1983 to $1.39 billion in 
March. 

In the first quarter of 1983, exports 
increased 2.1% or $425 million to $20.63 
billion following a 9.3% decline in the fourth 
quarter of 1982, a 3.3% increase in the third 
quarter, and a 5.3% increase in the second 
quarter. Imports increased 9.0% or $1 :37 
billion to $16.61 billion in the first quarter of 
1983 after a 13.2% decline in the fourth 
quarter, a 3.8% increase in the third quarter, 
and a 0.3% decline in the second quarter. In 

first quarter 011983, the merchandise 
surplus pulled back $940 million to 

.

' 1 billion following balances of $4.95 hit-
lithe fourth quarter 011982, $4.70 bil-
n the third quarter, and $4.61 billion in 

.. ....cond quarter. However, the $4.01 bit-
surplus recorded in the first quarter of 

1983 was $530 million higher than that for 
(continued on next page) 

LATEST MONTHLY STATISTICS 
EMPLOYMENT, INCOME 
Average Weekly Earnings 	$ 	....................... r' 402 631 
Labour Income ($ million) 	....................... Jan 16.173:31 
P"rsrns web J(;bs (million) 	...................... Apr 10.33 
Grin 	ploy....................................... Apr 1.570,000 
INVENTORIES 
t)€.)ariil Store 	$ million) 	..................... Feb. 2.686,8 
M,in'ta',1,iren s 	(iwned (S million) 	................ Feb 32.1 56.9p 
ORDERS 
F,1,i.nlaI,:1urerS' New Orders ($ million) 	............ Feb 14.905.3) 
M,ir',faclurers Untitled Orders (5 million) 	......... Feb. 17,188.4) 
PR IC ES 
Consumer Price Index (1981=100) 	............... Mar 115.8 
New House Price Index (1976=100) 	.............. Mar • 129.6 
Raw Materials Price Index (1977=100) 	............ Mar. 208 5p 

F xii 	neal, crude oil, nat 	gas 	.................... Mar, 148.8[ 
i rif lii-!y Selling Price Index (1971=100) 	........... Mar 295 61. 
CONSTRUCTION 
Eliiildnq Perils ( $ million) 	...................... Feb 826.41 
I Iiii.ng Starts 	Urban Centres (units) ........... Mar 8.403 
ENERGY 
Coal Production (thousand tonnes) 	............... Feb. 3 223 
LI ': bicty Generation (terawatt hours) 	............ Jan 36.7 
N,-it'.;jil Gas Production (million cubiC metres) 	..... Jan 9902 
1-irleurn Refining (million cubic metres) 	......... Feb. 6.8p 
FOREIGN TRADE 

os 	F3ian ci' of Payments Basis ($ million) Mar 7.5091: 
I' 	 . :rts 	Balance ot Payments Basis ($ million) Mar. 6.1 74' 
PRODUCTION 
5 i 	'.a' 	CarIcadings (million tonnes) .............. 

Si 	I (inguls . - ihousand tonnes) 	................ 
Mar. 17.51 
Mar. 1 079.7 

SALES 
D'partmerit Store Sales (5 million) 	............... Mar • 7876 
Mariutaclurers' Shipments ($ million) 	............. Feb 14,61 3.9p 
New Motor Vehicle Sales ($ million) 	.............. Mar. 1,1383 
Retail Sales ($ million,) 	.......................... Feb 6.760 2p 
Statistics are in current dollars and are not seasonally adjusted. 
p - preliminary. r - revised. 	- new this week. 

Mihons of Doiiars 	 A. if,.,... 25.000 - 
Merchandrse Erporis 

iinciudrq Re-po'Isi 

O Baiance or P.ryrr' I. 
Source' Statlitici Canada, nil5 of Exrnrraf Trade (65-0011 

Canadian Merchandise Exports and Imports° 
Ci.n 'ely Quarter Movemenis 
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Canadian Exports of Crude Petroleum 
to the United States 
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the first quarter of the 1982 record surplus 
year 
Commodity Analysis 
The largest declines recorded in March 
1983 for domestic exports, seasonally 
adjusted on a Customs basis, were for 
crude petroleum (down 25% or $65 million 
to $195 million), lumber products (down 
I 6% or $65 million to $345 million following 
a $55 million increase in February) and 
motor vehicle products (down 3 3% or $55 
million to $1 .56 billion after a $120 million 
increase in February). The largest 
increases were for organic chemicals (up 
94% or $70 million to $1 45 million), wheat 
(up 11 .1% or $45 million to $445 million 
following a $100 million increase in 
February), and iron ores and concentrates 
and scrap (up 100% or $50 million to $100 
million). 

The largest decline in March imports was 
for motor vehicle products (down 1 5.7% or 
$255 million to $1 .37 billion following an 
increase of $380 million in February). Crude 
petroleum imports increased 35% or $75 
million to $295 million after a $250 million 
decline in February. 
Trading Partner Analysis 
The decline in March total exports was 
mainly the result of a 3.5% or $180 million 
decline in exports to the United States to a 
level of $4 99 billion following an increase of 
$285 million in February, and a 21% or $85 
million decline to $320 million in exports to 
Japan following an increase of $75 million 
in February. Exports to the United Kingdom 
increased 24% or $40 million to $215 million 
after a $45 million decline in February, white 
exports to "Other America" countries 
increased 20% or $40 million to $260 
million. 

The decline in imports for March 1983 
was the result of a 9.0% or $385 million 
decline in imports from the United States 
which followed a $265 million increase in 
February. Imports from "Other America" 
countries increased 18.5% or $50 million to 
$320 million. Imports from other destina-
tions changed only marginally. 

For further information, order the March 
1983 issue of Summary of External Trade (65-
001. $3. 15."$31.50), or contact Gordon Blaney 
(613-995-6305), Trade Inquiries Unit, Henry 
Glouchkow or Fran cois Borde (6 13-995-
6115), Trade Measures and Analysis Section, 
External Trade Division, Statistics Canada, 
Ottawa KIA 0T6. 

Production of Raw Steel 
Preliminary estimates show that Canadian 
production of steel ingots declined 3.0% to 
1 128 257 tonnes in April 1983 from 
1 163 367 tonnes a year earlier. Pig iron 
production also declined 3.0% in the latest 
month to 775 565 tonnes from 799 846 
tonnes in April 1982. 

For further information, order the April 
1983 issue of Primary Iron and Steel (41-001, 
$1.55/$15,50), or contact Gerry W. Barrett 
(613-992-0388), Manufacturing and Primary 
Industries Division, Statistics Canada, 

The Labour Force 
Canada's seasonally adjusted unemploy-
ment rate decreased slightly to 12.50/D in 
April 1983 from 12.6% in March. The parti-
cipation rate rose to 64.2% from 63,9% in 
the preceding month and the employment/ 
population ratio moved up to 56.1°/o from 
55.9%. 

For the week ending April 16, 1983, the 
seasonally adjusted level of employment 
was estimated at 10,534000, an increase 
of 63,000 from March. There was an estima-
ted 33,000 increase for males 25 years of 
age and over and a 50,000 increase for 
females in the same age group: however, 
there were employment declines of 9,000 
and 11,000 for males and females in the 
1 5-24 age group. Employment increases 
were registered in trade (+26.000) and ser-
vice (+24,000) industries, while there was a 
decrease of 11,000 in agriculture. On a pro-
vincial basis, employment rose in Quebec 
(+21,000) and British Columbia (+16,000) 

Seasonally adjusted, unemployment was 
estimated at 1,507,000 in April. down by 
8,000 from March. There was a 10,000 
decrease recorded in the level of unem-
ployment for females aged 25 and over 
Provincially, unemployment increased b 
13,000 in Ontario and decreased by 7,000 
in Alberta and by 6,000 in British Columbia 

Seasonally adjusted unemployment 
rates for the provinces in April were as foi 
lows, with March rates in brackets: New-
foundland, 20.3% (20.3%), Prince Edward 
Island, 11.0% (1 2.7%): Nova Scotia, 13.4% 
(13.9%): New Brunswick, 15.8% (161%): 
Quebec, 14.4% (14.6%): Ontario, 11.7% 
(11 .4%); Manitoba, 9.6% (9.7%); Saskat-
chewan, 7.6% (7.4%): Alberta, 10.5% 
(11.0%); and British Columbia. 13.4% 
(14.0%) 

The unadjusted employment level for 
Canada was estimated at 10,327,000 in 
April 1983, down 105,000 (-1.0%) from a 
year earlier. Unemployment rose 27.3% to 
1,570,000 from 1.233.000 over the 12-
month period. The unemployment rate at  

13.2% was up from 10.6% in April 1982, the 
participation rate increased to 63.4% from 
63 0% and the employment/population 
ratio decreased to 55.0% from 56,3% last 
year. 

For further information, order the April 
1983 issue of The Labour Force (71-001, 
$3. 70/$37). 

Travel to Work 
Between November 1981 and Noverid 
1982, the number of commuters iiit'. 
declined by 4% to 8.9 million, ini i''' 
decline recorded in employment 

The number of commuters u- 
mobiles also declined by 4% over Ut' ar 

to 6.5 million, while the number using public 
transportation was down 7% to 1.3 million. 
This contrasts with a 4% increase between 
1980 and 1981 in the number of public 
transportation commuters, and little change 
in total and automobile commuters bet-
ween those years. 

The automobile continues to carry 73% 
of commuters to work, with public transpor-
tation taklnci 1 5% and most of the remainder 
waI'nu ', 

•ii 

Editor Greg Thomson i61 3-593-7444t 
3F, R H Coals BuiIdnq. Tirnney s Pas-
ture. Ottawa K1A 0T6 
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New Motor Vehicle Sales 
	 Help-wanted Index 

Ii 'r itu ti 	Siqfl 	1 f ii uvi 1 	Ot'd in 
(Iiril..iri autij irniuslry ,i! th ''nd of 

h2 and early 1983, obscured by a slight 
ns decline in February, March 1983 retail 
Ins in units of all new molar vehicles, 
idjusted for seasonal variations, showed 

r nir strongest year-over-year gains since 
September 1978. Total sales in March 
climbed by 17 . 00/0 from a year earlier to 
103466 units. Sales of North American 
manufactured passenger cars surged 
33.6% to 59,184 units, while domestic 
commercial vehicles increased slightly by 
0,4% to 17.914 units. Sales of passenger 
cars built overseas decreased 1 .7% from 
the same month last year to 22,022 units. 
while overseas commercial vehicles recur 
ded an increase of 11.8/a to 4.346 unil 
sold. 

The share of the Canadian passenger 
car market held by North American manu-
facturers in March 1983 was 72 9% compa-
red to 664% in March 1982 Japanese 
manufacturers took 22.4% of the market 
and European manufacturers 4.7% in 
March 1983, compared to percentages of 
27 1% and 6.5%, respectively, for the pre-
vious year. 

Total value of new molar vehicles sold in 
March 1983 increased 20 9% from a year 
earlier to $1,138.3 million. North American 
passenger cars sold for $624.2 million (up 

7%) and commercial vehicles for $2507 
lion (down 3.7%). Sales of passenger 

irs from overseas increased 4.3% to 
'23,9 million, while those of commercial 
hides were up by 11 .8% to $395 million 
,.Iuded in total commercial vehicles sold 

were 217 coaches or buses (down 169%) 
valued at $20.7 million (up 40.8%). 

Despite the decrease in February 1983 
sates, total sates in units in the first quarter 
showed an increase of 4 5% from the same 
period last year, reaching 218,164 units 
valued at $2,399.5 million, up 5.6°/a. 

For further information, order the March 
1983 issue of New Motor Vehicle Sales (63-
007, S2.65;S26.50). or contact Jean-Piarre 
S,mard, Retail Trade Section (613-996-9304). 

Building Construction 
Indicator 

11/ .',IIIiiii dOd rnh&'rprilalion 	tiLil 1ii.c; 

permit Statistics as a leading indicalor of 
construction activity will be improved with 
the forthcoming publication of a filtered 
index of Constant dollar value of building 
permits This index will be published natio-
nally for residential, industrial, commercial 
and institutional buildings. Regional 
indexes are being developed. 

The filtering procedure consists of elimi-
nating from a series the seasonality and 

gular observations in order to bring Out 
trend-cycle. 

This index can be obtained by ordering the 
'rionthly publication Building Permits (64- 

For additional information, contact 
lean-Francois Carbonneau (613-995-8213), 
Construction Division, Statistics Canada, 
Ottawa KIA 0Z7. 

Publications 
Order through: 
Publication Sales and Services 
Room 1710 
Main Building 
Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A 016 
State: 
Title of Report 
Reference Month, Quarter or Year 
Publication Number 
Please enclose money order or che-
que made payable to the order of 
Receiver General for Canada 

Farm Input Price Index 
liii ,  F ito Input Prii..i.' irtitex 1971=100) for 
(anaita dwiinitd () 13°o In 298.5 in the first 
quarter of 1983 from the revised fourth 
quarter 1982 level of 300.4. Following this 
third consecutive quarterly decrease, the 
index stood virtually unchanged from its 
level of a year earlier, Major decreases in 
the component indexes for interest 
(-15.2%), crop production (-2.2%) and 
machinery and motor vehicles (-0.6%) in 
the latest quarter were only partly offset by 
increases in the rest of the malor input 
groups. of which the most significant was 
for animal production (+5.0%). 

The decrease in the interest index in the 
first quarter of 1983 was caused by lower 
interest rates f or both mortgage and non-
mortgage loans: the combined index for 
farm mortgages decreased by an estimated 
1 6.30/o and that for non-mortgage loans by 
14.1%. In the crop production group of 
inputs, seed prices decreased 2.00/a and 
fertilizer 4.6%, but pesticides rose 71%. 
Recent price declines for petroleum pro-
ducts were the principal factor in the small 
overall decline in the machinery and motor 
vehicles index. 

The zero percentage change in the farm 
input price index in the first quarter 011983 

MiHiuns oi Dollars 
5 000 - 

4.000 

3.000 

2 000 

Source Slatislics Canada. 	. 	' 	,, .,, '. 

The HeIpw, riled Index for Canada 
11981 =lOOi aL vanceU to 41 in April 1983 
from 36 in Mdrch. Compared with April 
1982, the index showed a decline of 14 
points from 55 

In Quebec the Help-wanted Index 
increased to 52 from 38 between March 
and April. In all other regions the measure 
remained practically unchanged (varied by 
two points or less). 

Inquiries about the index should be direc-
ted to H. Stielert (613-995-8445), Labour 
Dvis,ori Stjilist cs Canada, Ottawa KIA OVI. 

Telephone Statistics 
C .i'' 	s 13 0:1101 telephone systems 
reported rover Jes 01 $679.9 million in 
March 1983, up 6.0% from a year earlier. 
Operating exp'nses rose 3.5% over the 
period to $494 7 million, Net operating 
revenue was $1 85.2 million, an increase of 
133% over March 1982 

For further information, order the March 
1983 issue of Telephone Statistics (56-002, 
$1.551$15.50), or contact J.R. Slattery 
(613.996-9271). 

Oil Pipeline Transport 
NI ron 'ipts oh i ide (iii i:irriiteiisatcs, pen-
tans plus, liqu tied p ' trnit'urii gases and 
petroleum products through Canadian oil 
pipelines during February 1983 totalled 
10 584 989 cubic metres. down 7.4% from 
11 427 061 cubc metres in February 1982. 

For further information, order the February 
1983 issue of Oil Pipeline Transport (55-001, 
S2.651$26.50). 

compared to the same quarter in 1982 
came as the net result of decreases in two 
major input groups - interest (-20.8%) and 
crop production (-4.8%) - offset by 
increases in the other groups, particularly 
machinery and motor vehicles (+5.0%) and 
animal production (+3.3 0/o). 

For further info.'mation, order the January-
March 1983 issue of Farm In put Price Index 
(62-004, $4.201$16.95). 

r1i in', 	l l  1) u.s 
- 	Ii) 
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Canadian Exports of Natural Gas to the United States 
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AGRICULTURE STATISTICS No. Issue/year issue/year 

Report on Livestock Surveys, Pigs. April 1 	1983 03008 $4,20/516,95 $5.05/52035 
Stocks of Fruit and Vegetables, April 1 	1983 :37-010 $1 55/$15.50 $1.85/51860 

BUSINESS, PROVINCIAL AND MUNICIPAL RELATIONS 
Index to Municipal Data 1982 11-515 $1590 $1910 

CONSTRUCTION 
SERVICE BULLETIN 
Construction Statistics. Vol. 6, No. 4, Construction Duration of Apartments by Size 
of Structure. 1982 64003 $I 55. Sib 50 $1.85/$18.60 

EDUCATION, SCIENCE AND CULTURE 
Universities: Enrolment and Degrees 1980 81-2(14 $740 $890 

SERVICE BULLETIN 
Science Statistics, Vol. 7, No. 5, The Regional Distribution of R & D in Canada, 
1977 tO 1981 13-003 5155 	51cC'. St 85 $1860 

HEALTH 
Vital Statistics. Oct 

INDUSTRY PRODUCT 
Gross Domestic Proc it  

LABOUR 
Employment, Earnings and Hours. December 1982 72-002 $530/$53 $6.35/56360 
Estimates of Employees by Province and Industry, January 1983 72-008 $3.151" $31 50 $380/$37.80 

MANUFACTURING AND PRIMARY INDUSTRIES 
Asphalt Roofing, March 1983 45-001 $1 55/$i 5.50 $1 85/$18.60 
Corrugated Boxes and Wrappers. March 1983 36-004 $1.55/$l5.50 $1 .85/$18.60 
Electric Lamps (Light Sources). March 1983 43-009 $1.55i$15 50 $1 851$18.60 
Footwear Statistics. March 1983 33-002 $1 .55/$1 5.50 $1 85/$18.60 
Gypsum Products, March 1983 44-003 $i .55/$15.50 $1 85/$18.60 
Inventories, Shipments and Orders in Manufacturing Industries. February 1983 31 -001 $3701537 $4 45/$44.40 
Mineral Wool Including Fibrous Glass Insulation. March 1983 44-004 $1 55/S1 5.50 $1 85/$18.60 
Production of Selected Biscuits. Quarter Ended March 1983 32-026 $2.65/S1 0.60 $3 20/$1 2.70 
Products Shipped by Canadian Manufacturers, 1979 31-211 $1060 $12.70 

SERVICE BULLETINS 
Fruit and Vegetable Preservation, Vol. 11, 1982 No. 10. Pack of Canned Pears; 
No. 15, Pack of Processed Carrots 32-023 $1 .55/$i 5.50 Si 85/$18.60 

MERCHANDISING AND SERVICES 
Department Store Sales by Regions. March 1983 63-004 $1 55/Si 5.50 $1 85/$1860 
Merchandising Inventories, February 1983 63-014 $2651526.50 $3.20/$31.80 
Wholesale Trade, February 1983 63-008 $1 .55/$1 550 $1 .85/$i 860 

7-1400-503 


