
LATEST MONTHLY STATISTICS 
EMPLOYMENT, INCOME 
Average Weekly Earnings 	$ 	.................... Mar 409 80p 
Labour Income ($ million) 	....................... Feb. 16,180.9p 
Persons with Jobs (million) 	...................... May 1069 
Unemployed 	... ................................ May' 1,493,000 
INVENTORIES 
Department Store (S million) 	..................... Mar 3,052.1 
Manufacturers' Owned ($ million) 	................ Mar 31 ,863.7p 
ORDERS 
ManLJtacturers' New Orders ($ million) 	............ Mar 1 6.726.4p 
Manufacturers' Untitled Orders ($ million) 	......... Mar. 17,292.8p 
PRICES 
Consurn'r Price Index (1981 =100) 	............... Apr. 115.8 
New House Price Index (1976=100) 	.............. Apr 1298 
Raw Materials Price Index (1977=100) 	............ Apr 210.9p 
ExcI. coal, crude oil, nat 	gas 	.................... Apr. 153.1p 

Industry Selling Price Index (1971 =100) 	----------- Apr. 296.Op 
CONSTRUCTION 
Building Permits ($ million) 	...................... Mar. 1,274 Op 
Housing Starts - Urban Centres (units) ........... Apr. 12,413 
ENERGY 
Coal Production (thousand lonnes) 	............... Feb 3 223 
Electricity Generation (terawatt hours) 	............ Feb.' 33.6 
Natural Gas Production (million cubic metres) 	..... Feb. 8515.1 
Petroleum Refining (million cubic metres) 	......... Apr' 5 4p 
FOREIGN TRADE 
Exports - Balance of Payments Basis (S  million) 	.. Apr 7.418p 
Imports -- Balance of Payments Basis (5 million) 	.. Apr. 6,019p 
PRODUCTION 
Railway Carloadings (million tonnes) .............. May' 18.1p 
Steel (ingOls - thousand bones) 	................ Mar 1 079 7p 
SALES 
Department Store Sales (5 million) 	............... Apr 775.3 
Manufacturers' Shipments ($ million) 	............. Mar 16,696.8p 
New Motor Vehicle Sales (5 million) 	.............. Apr 1,244 8 
Retail Sales ($ million) 	......................... Mar 8,t24.7p 
Statistics are in current dollars and are not seasonally adjusted. 
p - preliminary. r - revised. 	- new this week. 
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Retail Trade 
Preliminary estinales show retaI trade 
April 1983 totabed $8,371.0 mition, an 
increase of 3.7% from a year earlier. Among 
the 28 kinds of businesses covered, 21 pos-
ted higher sales with the most notable 
increases for household appliance stores 
(+1 5.1 %), furniture, TV, radio and appliance 
stores (+12.1%) and household furniture 
stores (+1 1 3%) Mapor decreases were 
reported by florists(-6 5%), jewellery stores 
(-5.9%) and service stations (-3.2%) 

Sales increases from April 1982 were 
posted in all provinces except Alberta 
(-0.7%), and the Yukon and Northwest Ter-
ritories (.14.3%), gains ranging from +03% 
in British Columbia to +71% in New Bruns 
'.ick. Sales were higher in April 1983 in all 

'opolitan areas covered: Toronto 

• ' 

 
11/6), Winnipeg (+4.3%). Montreal 

l") and Vancouver (+04%) 
tsonally adusted, preliminary retail 

.'. estimates for April 1983 were at a 
lye) of $8,304.5 million, down 2.8% from 
the revised $8,547.5 million estimate for 
March 1983. All provinces reported lower 
sales, decreases ranging from -7.7% in 
New Brunswick to -0.4% in Saskatchewan 

For further inFormation, order the April 
1983 issue of Retail Trade (63-005. 
$3.701$37), or contact Jean-Pierre Simard 
(613-996-9304). Retail Trade Section, Mer-
chandising and Services Division, Statistics 
Canada, Ottawa KIA 9Z9. 

Foreign Trade/Automotive 
Canada's balance of trade in automotive 
pioducis with the United States strengthe 
ned by $280 million in the first quarter ot 
1983, increasing to an $815 million surplus 
from the $535 million surplus posted in the 
first quarter 011982. 

The higher surplus in the latest quarter 
reflected a slight $55 million increase to 
$1 .8 billion in the surplus on vehicles (cars. 
trucks and other motor vehicles) coupled 
with a $215 million decline in the deficit on 
parts to $1 .09 billion. Total exports were up 
by 76 2% as a result of a 31% rise in pas- 
'i"r'ger car exports and a sharp 47% jump in 

• purrs exports. Overall imports climbed by 
."o because of an 82% increase in pas- 
or car imports and a 10% rise in parts 

The deficit on trade in automotive pro- 
ducts (customs basis) with overseas 

(continued on next page) 
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countries more than doubled, rising to $345 
million in the first quarter of 1983 from $140 
million in the first quarter of 1982. The deficit 
increase of $210 million was due to a 53% 
drop in exports, rather than a rise in imports 
(up only 4%). 

For further information, contact Gordon 
Blaney (613-995-6305), Trade Information 
Unit, Henry Glouchkow or Fran cois Bordé 
(613-995-6115), Trade Measures and Analy-
sis Section, External Trade Diyision, Statis-
tics Canada, Ottawa KIA 0T6. 

Capacity Utilization Rates 
Capacity utilization in Canadian manufac- 
turing industries increased during the first 
quarter of 1983, turning around after a 
steady decline which began in the third 
quarter of 1981. The increase for total 
manufacturing was 6.0% to 67.2% of capa-
City from 63.4% in the previous quarter. 
(The current level is still down 18.7% from 
the 82.7% level posted in the second quar-
ter of 1981, lust before the rate began to 
decline.) 

Durable manufacturing industries 
showed an 8.3% increase in capacity utili-
zation to 58.4% in the first quarter of 1983 
from 53.9% in the fourth quarter of 1982, 
while in non-durable manutacturing indus-
tries, the increase was 4.1% to 76.1% from 
73.1%. 

For further in formation, order the first quar-
ter 1983 issue of Capacity Utilization Rates in 
Canadian Manufacturing (31-003, 
$5.301$2 1.20), or contact P. Koumanakos 
(613-995-4219), Construction Division, Sta-
tistics Canada, Ottawa K1A 9Z9. 

Farm Cash Receipts 
Farm cash receipts for January-April 1983 
totalled an estimated $6,220.1 million, down 
fractionally by 0.2% from the year-earlier 
level of $6,230.7 million. 

Receipts from the sale of field crops 
declined slightly in the latest period to 
$3,112.7 million, increased cash receipts 
for wheat, rapeseed and soybeans were 
offset by lower levels for rye, flaxseed, corn 
and potatoes. Cash receipts from the sale 
of livestock and livestock products were up 
marginally from the January-April 1982 
level to $2,972.2 million. 

For further in formation, order the January-
April 1983 issue of Farm Cash Receipts (21-
001, $1.551$15.50). 

Index of Farm Production 
Production of agricultural commodities in 
Canada in 1982 reached a record level for 
the second year in a row: the Canada Index 
of Farm Production (1971 =100) increased 
3.3% in 1982 to 133.2 following an 11.1% 
increase recorded in 1981 

The Index of Farm Production measures 
the change, through time, in the economic 
production of agricultural commodities. For 
further information regarding these index 
numbers, order the 1982 issue of Index of 
Farm Production (21-203, $4.75). 
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Refined Petroleum Products 
Preliminary data show net sales in Canada 
of all refined petroleum products plunged 
12.4% in April 1983 to 5 677.7 thousand 
cubic metres from 6 481.2 thousand cubic 
metres a year earlier. 

Canadian refineries produced 5 427.5 
thousand cubic metres of refined petroleum 
products in the latest month, down 11 . 0% 
from 6 100.3 thousand cubic metres in April 
1982. 

For further information, order the April 
1983 issue of Refined Petroleum Products 
(45-004, $3. 70/$37). 

Gas Utilities 
Preliminary data show that sales of natural 
gas in Canada amounted to 4 558 million 
cubic metres in March 1983, a drop of 
10.3% from 5082 million cubic metres a 
year earlier. 

Exports of natural gas to the United States 
were reported at 1 778 million cubic metres 
in the latest month, down 1 0.6% from 1 989 
million cubic metres in March 1982 
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Labour Force Survey 
Canada's seasonally adjusted unemploy 
ment rate decreased slightly to 124% in 
May 1983 from 12.5% in April. The partici 
pation rate rose to 64.4% from 64.2% i 
preceding month and the employment 
pulation ratio advanced to 56.4% ;ii  
56.1%. 

For the week ending May 21, 1983, tic.' 
seasonally adjusted level of employment 
was estimated at 10.597,000, an increase 
of 63,000 from April. There were increases 
recorded in all the major age/sex groups: 
employment rose 31,000 for males aged 
15-24 and by 14,000 for those 25 years and 
over, while the level increased by 8,000 for 
females 15-24 and by 10,000 for those 25 
years of age and over. Employment gains 
were registered in May in manufacturing 
(+32000) and service (+17,000) industries. 
while it decreased by 18,000 in trade. On a 
provincial basis, employment rose in Que-
bec (+27,000), Ontario (+21.000). Now 
Brunswick (+6,000) and Saskatchewan 
(+6,000), while it decreased by 12.000 in 
British Columbia. 

Seasonally adjusted, unemployment was 
estimated at 1,500,000 in May 1983, down 
slightly by 7,000 from April. Unemployment 
decreased by 13,000 for females 25 years 
of age and over and by 8,000 for males 
aged 15 to 24 Provincially, unemployment 
decreased by 3,000 in New Brunswick. 
increased by 4,000 in Manitoba and shc5\ 

ed little change elsewhere. 
Seasonally adjusted unemployr' 

rates for the provinces in May 1983 wet . 
follows, with April rates in brackets: N'...'. 
foundland, 19.4% (20.3%), Prince Edwtii 
Island, 11.7% (11 .0%), Nova Scotia. 13 bOu 
(13.4%): New Brunswick, 14.7% (15.8%); 
Quebec, 14.3% (14.4%): Ontario, 11.5% 
(11.7%); Manitoba, 10.3% (9.6%), Saskat-
chewan, 7.5% (7.6%); Alberta, 10.5% 
(10.5%); and British Columbia, 13.9% 
(1 3.4%). 

The unadjusted employment level for 
Canada was estimated at 10,692,000 in 
May 1983, down 1 2,000(-01 %) from a year 
earlier. Unemployment rose 20.3% to 
1,493,000 from 1,241,000 over the 12-
month period. The unemployment rate at 
12.3% was up from 104% in May 1982 and 
the participation rate increased to 64.9% 
from 64.4%, while the employment /popula-
lion ratio declined to 56.9% from 57.7% last 
year. 

For further information, order the May 1983 
issue of The Labour Force (71-001, 
$3. 70,137). 

Vehicle Fuel Sales 
Total gross sales of gasoline in Canada 
during 1982 were reported at 32 584 liii 
lion litres, down 11.7% from the 36 896 cii 
lion litres reported in 1981. Net  salec 
gasoline decreased 123% to 26 989 
lion litres in 1982 from 30 783 million 
in 1981 

Net sales of diesel fuel tell 26.0% to 
3 855 million litres in 1982 from 5 212 mil-
lion litres in 1981. 



Balance of Payments 
seasonally adjusted basis, Canada's 
it account surplus fell substantially 
Irie high $1054 million level of the 

UUS quarter to $226 million in the first 
'r of 1983 due largely to a substantial 
se in merchandise imports. The mer- 

Use trade surplus, however, remained 
high by historical standards as imports 
were still relatively weak. The upsurge in 
imports and an increase in exports were in 
line with the strengthening of the economy 
and contrasted with the previous quarter 
when both imports and exports declined. 

In the capital account, the net inflow from 
long-term capital continued to stem from 
new bond borrowings from abroad. The 
substantial reduction in the net outf low from 
short-term capital resulted largely from the 
foreign currency transactions of Canadian 
banks. In contrast to the previous three 
quarters, the banks reduced substantially 
the repayment of their debt to 
non-residents. 

The main quarterly features were 
• On a seasonally adjusted basis, a 
decline of $828 million in the current 
account surplus to $226 million, The sur-
plus resulted from a merchandise trade 
surplus of $4.0 billion and a deficit of $3.8 
billion on non-merchandise transactions; 
• A surge in imports of 10% to $16.8 bil- 

.\'hile exports increased by only 2.5% 
8 billion. These transactions left the 

. 	
'iandise trade surplus $1 billion lower 
ri the previous quarter. 
song imports, significant increases 
recorded in automotive products, 

chemicals and non-ferrous metals. 
Declines were recorded in crude petro-
leum, coal, and agricultural and industrial 
machinery, 
- among exports, increases were posted 
in automotive products, wheat and lumber. 
There were declines in steel, industrial 
machinery and natural gas; 
• A reduction of $280 million in the deficit 
on service transactions to $4.0 billion. This 
was due mainly to lower net payments in 
both investment income and business ser-
vice transactions. The decline in invest-
ment income net payments was caused by 
both lower interest rates and a reduction in 
dividends. 
• Unadjusted for seasonal variations, a 
reduction of $546 million from the first quar-
ter 011982 in the current account balance 
to a deficit of $688 million. This drop was 
attributable to a higher merchandise trade 
surplus; 
• A relatively stable Canadian dollar 
whir.h fluctuated within a narrow range to 

the quarter at 80.83 U.S. cents, half -a- 
• 	ower than the closing of December 

turf herinformation, contactL. LalibertO 
996-2545), Balance of Payments Divi- 
Statistics Canada, Ottawa MA 0T6. The 

main tables can be obtained in machine rea-
dable form from the CANSIM base. 
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Employment in Industry 
First estimates show that the Canada indus-
trial composite index of employment 
(1961=100) decreased 0.4% in March 1983 
from the February level. Lower employment 
was registered in all industry divisions 
except forestry which showed an increase. 
Decreases were posted in all regions 
except the Atlantic region where employ-
ment increased and Ontario which remain-
ed unchanged. 

Average weekly earnings at the Canada 
industrial level increased by 0.7% to 
$408.90 in March from $405.95 in February. 
With the exception of forestry, construction 
and finance, insurance and real estate, all 
industry divisions showed higher average 
weekly earnings. All regions contributed to 
the increase. 

Average weekly hours in March increa-
sed in mining (including milling) and manu-
facturing but decreased in construction. 
Average hourly earnings increased in 
manufacturing and construction but 
remained unchanged in mining (including 
milling). 

Detailed information for January and 
February will be published in the March 1983 
issue of Employment. Earnings and Hours 
(72-002, $5.301$53) and is also available from 
R. Ouellette (613-992-5613), Labour Division, 
Statistics Canada, Ottawa MA 0T6. 

Provincial Governments 
The general government services in Cana-
da's provincial and territorial governments 
(excluding British Columbia) reported gross 
payrolls for the first quarter of 1983 of 
$2.1 15 million. The number of employees 
reported for the last pay period of March 
1983 was 370.1 95. 

Data are available from the January-March 
1983 issue of Provincial Government 
Employment (72-007, $5.301$2 1.20), or 
contact A.G. Kerr, Provincial Government 
Section (613-995-8201). Public Finance Divi-
sion, Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A 0T6. 

Gross Domestic Product 
Gross domestic product in constant 1971 
prices, seasonally adjusted at annual rates, 
increased 0.8% in March 1983 to $1 14.9 
billion from $1 13.9 billion in February to 
continue an upward trend which began in 
November 1982 The increase of 2.4% over 
this five-month period strongly suggests 
that the long period of downturn in the eco-
nomy following its peak in June 1981 has 
finally ended. During this period, output 
decreased 8.6%. 

After the 0.8% advance in March, the 
level of economic activity in Canada stood 
1 .6% below the corresponding month of 
1982. The growth in March was entirely due 
to gains posted in service-producing indus-
tries, especially transportation, trade and 
community, business and personal service 
industries. Goods producing industries 
showed no change from the previous 
month, with some gains recorded in forestry 
and construction offsetting declines in 
manufacturing. 

Specific industres which performed 
strongly in March included motor vehicle 
dealers, department stores, insurance and 
real estate services, iron and steel mills, 
education services (due to a strike reco-
very), and residential construction. On the 
negative side, some weakness occurred 
among manufacturers of motor vehicles 
and metal fabricated products. 
Gross Domestic Product, First Quarter 
1983 
In the first quarter of 1983, Gross Domestic 
Product increased 1 8%to a level of $1 1 4.3 
billion from $112.3 bIllion in the fourth quar-
ter of 1982, marking the first quarterly 
increase in Canada's economy since the 
second quarter of 1981.   

Most of the 1 8% increase in the quarter 
originated with the goods-producing indus-
tries which advanced 4.9%, while output of 
service-producing industries showed no 
change from the level recorded in the final 
quarter of 1982. 

The main contributors to the first quarter 
increase among goods-producing indus-
tries included manifacturing (up 7.4%), 
construction (up 2.110),  forestry(up 20 8%), 
and mining (up 2.9%). For the service-
producing industries increases recorded in 
transportation services, and wholesale and 
retail trade were offset by declines in 
finance industries, and community, 
business and personal service industries. 

For further information, order the March 
1983 issue of Gross Domestic Product by 
Industry (6 1-005, $3. 70/$37), or contact A. 
Kennedy (613-995-0568), Statistics Canada, 
Ottawa KIA 9Z9. 

Telephone Statistics 
Canada s 13 malo' telephone systems 
reported revenues ot $6640 million in April 
1983, up 6.3% from a year earlier. Operating 
expenses increased 3.5% over the period to 
$463.6 million. Net  operating revenue at 
$200.5 million showed an increase of 13.3% 
over April 1982. 
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