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Unemployment Insurance

Unemployment insurance benetits in May
1983 amountedto $932 million, a decrease
of 1% from the previous month but an
increase of 39% from the $671 million paid
out in May 1982. Payments for the year to
date reached $5.066 billion, up 48% from
$3.426 billion disbursed in the first five
months of 1982

Claimants qualifying for benefits for the
week ending May 21 totalled 1,256,000,
down 13% from April 1983. The decline is
usual between these two months. Compa-
red with May 1982, the number of beneficia-
ries rose by 14%.

Claims received in May dropped by 7% o
231,000 from 248,000 in April and were
13% fewer than the 265,000 claims filed in
May 1982. Claims for the January to May
period totalled 1,390,000, about 6% less
than in the same five months of 1882

For further information, order the March
1983 issue of Statistical Report on the Opera-
tion of the Unemployment insurance Act (73-
001, $6.35/825.40), or contact H. Stiebert
(613-995-8445), Labour Division,

Education Prices

In 1982, the Education Price Index (EPI) for
the elementary and secondary levels rose
by 12.6% to 283.3 (1971=100), its largest
increase since 1976. The Consumer Price
index (CPI) climbed by 10.8% for the same
period.

The largest increase in 1982 occurred in
the wages of the non-teaching staff
(20.6%): teachers’ salaries rose by 11.3%.

The largest provincial movement of the
EPl was observed in British Columbia
(17.4%) and the smallest occurred in Que-
bec (9.6%). In both cases changes reflec-
ted the trend of the salaries and wages, the
most influential component of the index.

Forfurtherinformation, order the July 1983
service bulletin ot Education Statistics (87-
002), or contact Louis Pierre (613-995-9795),
Education, Science and Culture Division. Sta-
tistics Canada, Ottawa K1A 0T6.
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Earnings and Hours

The Canada industrial compaosite index of
employment (seasonally adjusted) decrea-
sed 0.5% from February to March 1983
Decreases were registered in all industry
divisions and in all regions.

Average weekly earnings at the Canada
industrial level increased by 0.9% from
$405.36 in February to $408.81 in March
1983. With the exception of forestry, all
industry divisions increased. All regions
contributed to the increase except the
Atiantic region

Average weekly hours increased in
mining (including milling) and in manufaciu-
ring and decreased in construction. Ave-
rage hourly earnings increased in mining
(including milling}, in manufacturing and in
construction.

Detailed information for February and
March will be published in the March Sup-
plement issue of Employment, Earnings and
Hours (72-002, $4/840). and is also available
from R. Ousllette (613-992-5613), Labour
Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A 0T6.

GDP by Industry

Industrial production increased by 1.5% in
May 1983 with the index (seasonally adjus-
ted) rising to a level of 127.4 from 125.5 in
April. Production levels in May for the
mining, manufacturing and electric power,
gas and water utilities seclors stood 10.2%
above the December 1982 low and 0.9%
above the corresponding month in 1981.

Most of the increase in industrial output in
May was attributable to durable goods
manufaciuring which advanced by 3.1%
from the April level: non-durable goods
manufacturing remained unchanged from
April. Production of electric power, gas and
water utilities rose 2.3%, and mining output
level remained unchanged in May.

For further information, order the May 1983
issue of Gross Domastic Product by Industry
(61-005, $3.70/837), or contact Erika Young
(613-995-0568), Industry Product Division,
Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A 929.

Railway Operating Statistics
Canada's seven major railways reported a
net loss from operations of $175.3 millionin
December 1982. Operating revenues of
$553.3 million were up 4.8% from the 1981
figure.

Revenue freight tonne-kilometres were
down by 4.6% in December 1982, freight
train-kilometres showed a decrease of
11.4% and freight car-kilometres decrea-
sed by 6.7% from a year earlier. Average
revenue per tonne-kilometre of freight was
2.176 cents. Revenue passenger-
kilometres decreased by 20% to 1909
million.

For turther information, order the Decem-
ber 1982 issue of Railway Operating Statistics
(52-003, $2.65/$26.50), or contact A.
MacLean (613-996-9271), Transportation and
Communications Division, Statistics Canada,
Ottawa K1A 0V1,

Manufacturing Conditions

Manutacturers expect production during
the third quarter to be maintaingd ai
approximately the level observed in
previous quarter. Results of the J:?
Business Conditions Survey show thi 41

of the weighted response expect pradut-
tion to be about the same. with 30% expec-
ting it to be higher and 29% lower. This
tevelling oft of production is probably
expected as part of the general slowdown
of production activities in the summer
months.

The levei of new orders, on balance, was
reported to continye to rise. New orders
were reported by 35% of respondents to be
rising and to be declining by 20%. In April,
38% reported orders rising and 23%
declining.

The proportion reporting a higher than
normal backlog of unfilled orders increased
to 20% in July from 9% in April and those
reporting lower than normal backlog
decreased to 36% from 41%.

The latest results showed a continuing
decline in the level of finished products
inventory. The proportion indicating that
finished products inventory was too high
dropped to 19% in July, from 22% in April,
and the proportion citing finished products
inventory as too low increased slightly to
6% from 5%.

Regarding production difficulties, a stiast«
age of working capital was noted by 3% of
the weighted response. However, 83”4 i
cated that no difficulties were ?;‘a“;:b
experienced.

When results are classified by ecorkmnmic
use or type of market served by the manu-
facturers, the greatest quarter-to-quarter
changes occurred in the “"Other Interme-
diate Goods" and export-based industries.
Industries in both groups expect lower out-
put in the third quarter. Furthermore, the
proportion indicating rising new orders was
much lowerin July than it was in April forthe
“Other Intermediate Group' and the propor-
tion citing higher than normal backlog of
unfilled orders increased sharply for the
export-based industries,

Historical data from the Business Condi-
tions Survey are available. For further infor-
mation, contact T. Newton (613-996-7008),
Manutacturing and Primary Industries Divi-
sion, Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A 0T6.

Prices of Farm Products

The Canada index number of farm prices of
agricultural products (1971=100) stood at
288.1 in May 1983, up 1.1% from the April
index of 285.1 but 6.2% lower than the year-
earlier level of 307.2.

The index, which measures (as closely as
can be determined) prices received by produ-
cers at the farm gate, is available on CANSIH
{matrix 176) or in the publication Index M
bers of Farm Prices ot Agricultural Proi
(62-003, $1.55/$15.50). Sub-indexes tor liv
tock, crops and their components and further
information are available from Phil Jensen
(613-995-4895), Farm Income and Prices Sec-
tion, Agriculture Statistics Division, Statistics
Canada, Ottawa K1A OT6.




Capital Spending, 1983

A mid-year review of the estimates of inten-
dad capital expenditures in Canada during
1883 has resulted in an upward revision of
1.4% from the earlier release of March 15,
1883 Capltai spending for 1983 is now
axpucted to be $73.798 million, a gain of
$1.032 million over the $72.766 million
estimate from the preceding survey. The
new total for 1983 is still 1.7% below the
$75,079 million figure tor 1982, which, in
turn, was also down by 5.7% from the 1981
level of $79,604 million. (All the amounts
shown here are in current dollars without
any adjustment for price changes during
the years covered.)

Most of the capital spending increase
indicated at mid-1983 may be attributed to
an upward revision for residential
construction to $11,988 million, which is
11.8% above the $10,727 million projected
earlier for this year and 21.2% over the 1982
tevel. The totals for 1982 and 1981 were
$9.891 million and $13,135 million. These
estimates were based on 158,100 housing
starts for 1983 (up from the 145,000 used
earlier for 1983) 125900 for 1982 and
178.000 tor 1981 In contrast. the non-
residentlal construction program for 1983
is expected to decrease marginally to
$34,652 million from the $34 678 million
estimated earlier, for a resultant 4.6%
gashne from 1982 Last year's total of
34,317 million represented a 4.6%
ncrease trom $34724 million in 1981,
Combining the residential and non-
i#sidential categories, total construction
spending is now expected to be $46,640
mullion in 1983 — compared with $45 405
million estimated earlier, $46,208 million in
1982 and $47.860 million in 1981. The
increase in 1983 is currently at 0.9% com-
pared with a decrease of 3.5% last year.
Machinery and equipment expenditures
are now shown at $27,158 million or 0.7%
below the earlier $27,361 million estimate
for 1983, and 5.9% lower than the $28.871
million in 1982 The 1981 total was at the
peak level of $31.744 miliion

Utllities Down

Business capltai spending for 1983 does
not show any improvement over the level
estimated earlier: the new total of $50,077
million is down by 0.6% from the earlier
estimate for 1983 and down 7 4% from the
$54,050 million recorded in 1982 The
decrease last year was 4.1% from 1981
Social capital expenditures of govern-
ments and institutions show a small upward
mid-year revision of 0.4% 1o $11.733 million
compared with the first estimate of $11 681
million for 1983. The new total is 53%
above the $11,138 miliion level of 1982,
wich was, in turn, 10.0% higher than the
1881 figure.

Further decreases in business capital
spending estimates were most in evidence
in the manutacturing and ulilities groupings.
Manufacturing expenditures were revised
downward by a further $393 million or 4.3%
to a total of $8.709 million. The resultant
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drop from 1982 is now 21.7% compared
with the 12.7% decrease shown last year
from 1981.

Downward revisions for utllities amount
to $370 million (-2.2%) for a new total of
$16,707 million for 1983. This transpor-
tation-communications-miscellaneous uti-
lities group is now 6.7% below 1982 compa-
red with anincrease of 10.2% last year over
1981. The trade-finance-commerciai
group is revised up by $510 million (5.9%)
for 1983 to a level of $9,145 million; how-
ever, the new total is still 56% below the
1982 figure which was, inturn. 11.1% below
1981.

Institutions Up

Capital spending by the institutions and
governments sector, at $11,733 million is
revised upward by 0.4% from the earlier
estimate of $11,681 million. The new total
includes the foliowing 1983 amounts for the
three levels of government with 1382 totals
in parentheses: $1.621 million for federal
governments ($1.268 million), $3.356 mii-
lion for provinclal governments ($3 345
million), and $3.800 million for municipail
administrations (33,777 million). Expendi-
tures of the Institutions group are now
forecastat $2 957 million or 7.6% above the
$2,747 million level of 1982. The total for
1981 was $2,488 million.

Provincially, the following are the revised
year-over-year changes for 1983, with the
mid-year revisions in parentheses: Nova
Scotia 22.3% (11.6%), Newfoundland
12.5% (-3.0%), Prince Edward Island 6.2%
(21.0%), Manitoba 4.6% (4.2%), Quebec
2.6% (3.9%), Ontario 1.8% (3.2%), Saskat-
chewan 1.1% (4.0%), British Columbia
-5.5% (1.2%), Alberta -8.5% (-4.2%), Yukon
and Northwest Territories -15.4% (-4.4%),
New Brunswick -18.0% (1.1%).

Further information can be obtained by
contacting Duncan Lusick (613-995-9013),
Construction Division, Statistics Canada,
Ottawa K1A 929 Regionaloffices of Statistics
Canada may aiso be contacted.

Buiiding Permits

Proposed construction reported by munici-
palities dropped 23.3% in May to a prelimi-
nary $1,088.8 million from a revised
$1.4201 million in April. The decline
reflects a sharp drop of residential permits
following the termination of the Canadian
Homeownership Stimulation Plan (CHSP)
onMay 5. In spite of this drop, the May 1983
total was 17.5% higher than in May 1982,
when $926.4 million of construction work
wis authorized.

Residential permits were issued for a
w@iue of $649.4 million in May, off 38 8%
‘reun a revised $1.060.8 million in April but
57.0% higher thaninMay 1982 ($413.7 mil-
lion). Builders’ applications were approved
for 12,066 new dwellings (6,097 single-
detached and 5,969 multiple units) compa-
red to 19.614 dwellings in April (13,483 sin-
gles and 6,131 multiples). Translated into
annual terms, the May approvals represent
a seasonally-adjusted rate of 144,800 units
compared to 235 400 a month earlier. Per-
mits for single-detached homes decreased
in all provinces. Permits for multiple dwel-
lings increased in all but 1hree provinces —
New Brunswick, Quebec and Ontario.

Non-residential permit values, which had
steadily decreased since January, recove-
red in May, reaching a level of $439.4 mil-
lion, up 22.3% trom $359.3 million in April.
All categories recorded increases: indus-
trial projects consisting mainly of plants and
factories rose 15 2% to $71.5 million ($62.1
million in April). Commercial projects com-
prising warehouses, shopping complexes,
office buildings, hotels, motels and recrea-
tional facilities rose 5.8% to $219.9 mil-
lion($207.8 million). Publicly-initiated pro-
jects consisting of schools, hospitals,
churches, welfare and government admu-
nistration buildings rose 65.8% to $148.0
million from $89 3 million in April. Non-
residential permit values rosein all but three
provinces — New Brunswick, Quebec and
Saskatchewan.

Partial returns for June announce a
continuing decline of permits tor single-
detached homes, but an increase in the
number of authorized multiple dwellings,
particularly in the Halitax, Quebec,
Oshawa, Toronto and Winnipeg areas.

For additional intormation, order the May .
issue of Building Permits (64-001, $3.70/837 ),
or contact J.P. Delisle (613-995-8213),
Construction Division, Statistics Canada,
Ottawa K1A 929.

Farm Input Prices
The Farm Input Price Index (1971=100) for
Canada stood a! a level of 3047 in the
second quarter of 1983, up 1.6% from its
revised first quarter level ot 299.9. The
index registered a decrease of 1.3% bet-
ween the tirst quarter 1982 and the first
quarter 1983, because of the impact of
declines recorded in the three previous
quarters.

The most signiticant increases were
registered in those major groups that
include energy related inputs
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