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Trade

Preliminary results indicate exports (sea-
sonally adjusted., balance-of-payments
basis) decreased 3.2% or $250 million to
$7.4 bilion in May 1983 following an
increase of 9.9% in April and a decrease of
1.2% in March. Imports increased 1.6% or
$90 million to $5.8 billion in May after an
increase of 1.6% in April and a decrease of
0.5% in March. The merchandise trade sur
plus pulled back $340 million to $1.6 billion
in May from the record monthly surplus of
$2.0 billion in April. The cumulative mer
chandise trade surplus for the first fiva
months of 1983 at $7 6 billion was $1.1 bil
lion higher than the $6.5 billion surplus
recorded in the January-May 1982 period

Short Term Trend
Tha export trend. which had reached a low
paini in December 1982. increased 1.1% in
..Iﬂn.unry. 1.9% in February, and 2.1% in
Mach. Imports, which picked up one month
earlier than exports, increased at a faster
pace — upfrom a 0.8% increase in Decem
ber 1982 to one of 2 5% in February — and
then slowed by registering a 2.0% increase
in March.

As a resull, the merchandise trade sur
plus, which had retracted at a rate of $60
million @ month in November and Decem-
ber 1982, decreased only marginally in
February and increased $35 million to $1.5
billion in March

Commodity Analysis

Exports (Seasonally Adjusted),
Customs Basis

In May 1983, the largest decreases In
exports were for chemicals (down 16% or
$65 million to $350 million) and iron ores.
concentrates and scrap (down 44% or $60
million to $75 million, following an increase
of $35 million in April). The largest
increases were for passenger cars (up 20%
or $145 million toc $850 million), wheat (up
17% or $95 million to $655 million after a
$115 million increase in April) and for lum-
ber products (up 15% or $55 million to $405
million)

Short Term Trend
Atter the November 1982 low point, the
pickup inend product exports (36.4% share
.:-' domestic exports) slowed slightly in
Mecch This was mainly attributable to
moice vehicle products (23% share) and
t{@iecommunicatlion equipment exports
(1.8% share) which both foliowed the same
(continued on next page)

| LATEST MONTHLY STATISTICS
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% Change
Previous From Year

l' EMPLOYMENT, INCOME Month Ago
Average Weekly Earnings ($) ................ ... Mar 409 80p 407 13p 6.6
Labour Income ($ million) ........ccciiiiiirannn Mar* 174999 17,1038 28
PersonswWithilgns (mMillioR) s .« .o. . oo crivr s vir oo May 10.69 10.33 -0.1
UnemBlggEdpme: .. ... “liw ol May 1,493,000 1,570.000 203

| INVENTORIES
Department Store ($ million) ..............ovnnn. Apr. 32616 3,052 2.2
Manutacturers’ Owned ($ million) ................ Apr. 31.759.1p  31,846.1r 8.2
ORDERS
Manutacturers’ New Orders ($ million) ............ Apr. 15.868.1p 16.762.3r 38
Manutacturers' Unfilled Orders ($ million) ......... Apr. 17,218.3p 17.192.3r -88
PRICES
Consumer Price Index (1981=100) ............... May 1161 1158 54
New House Price Index (1976=100) .............. Apr 1298 1296 -38
Raw Materials Price Index (1977=100) ............ May*® 211 6p 211 3p 5%

Bk aBal.erude ol Nal'gas .- ...k s May* 153.8p 17.32p 0.3
Industry Seting Price Index (1871=100) ........... May*® 298.5p 297 Op 34
CONSTRUCTION Year-to-date
Building Permits ($ million) ...................... Apr.* 1.514.0p 4,449.3p 11.7
Housing Starts — Urban Centres (units) ........... Apr. 12413 35,991 1.9
ENERGY
Coal Production (thousandtonnes) ............... Mar * 3490 10 709 -2.2
Electricly Generation (terawall hours) ............ Mar 348 105.3 -3.4
Natural Gas Production (miililon cubic metres) ..... Mar 8 4551 26 862.8 -6.8
Petrolcum Refiming (million cubic metres) ......... Apr 54p 26.4p -10.1
FOREIGN TRADE
Exporls — Balance of Payments Basis ($ million) .. Apr. 7.418p 28,063p Al
Imports — Balance of Payments Basis ($ million) .. Apr. 6.019p 22,598p -2.8
PRODUCTION
Railway Carloadings (million tonnes) ............ e May 181p 79.8p -10.1
Steel (ingots — thousand toNNEeS) . ..vcvninuiiinen Mar 1079.7p 26596p -27.3
SALES

| Department Store Sales ($ million) .....ccoviivie. Apr e 2,790.4 4.9
Manufacturers' Shipments ($ miliion) ............. Apr 15842.1p 61,102.1p 1.3
New Motor Vehicle Sales (3 million) .....ovivvnnen Apr 1,244 8 3,644.4 11.4
RetailSales ($ mMoRm) L% Bl . oo oo« Bl baen s Apr 8.371 0p 30,218.4p 5.2

| Statistics are in current dollars and are not seasonally adjusted.

i p - preliminary. r - revised. - new this week.

’V Business Investment in Plant and Equipment

| | Data Seasonaily Adjusted at Annual Rates
$ Biilions $ Billions
60 60
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i Source: Statistics Canada, National income and Expenditure Accounts (13-001)
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pattern. Categories such as other equip-
ment and tools (1.9% share), cffice machi-
nery and equipment (1.1% share) and agri-
cultural machinery (0.6% share) were still
on an upward trend in recent months up to
March. However, other transportation
equipment including aircraft (1.8% share),
after an August 1982 peak continued to
decline at a taster pace, while industrial
machinery exports (2.3% share) continued
to decrease but at a slower pace.

Imports (Seasonally Adjusted),
Customs Basis

The largest increases posted for imports in
May 1983 were for motor vehicle parts (up
8% or $75 million to $1 billion, following a
$140 million increase in April) and hard-
ware (up 70% or $65 miilion to $155 million).
There was a secend significant decline
recorded for crude petroleum (down 67% or
$140 million to $70 millicn, after an $80
million decrease in April); this brings the
total decline from the $825 million May
1981 peak to $760 million. Crude petroleum
imports are now at less than one-tenth of
the peak level.

Short Term Trend

The trend for end products (63 1% share of
imports) reached a low peint in November
1982, increased at a faster pace up to
February and slowed in March partly as a
result of motor vehicle product imports
(25.7% share). Other contributors to this
pattern included telecommunication
equipment (4.3% share), office machinery
and equipment (4.0% share) and other
equipment and tools (6.5% share). Imperts
of other transportation equipment, including
aircraft (3.7% share), after a December
1982 low point, continued to increase at a
faster pace. Agricultural machinery (1.9%
share), after a drop of 48% spread over 19
months, picked up again in March and rea-
ched a level of $105 million. The decline in
the import trend of industrial machinery
(6.8% share) slowed from 2.6% in Novem-
ber 1982 to 0.5% in March 1983

Trading Partner Analysis
Exports (Seasonally Adjusted),
Customs Basls
The only major movement in May exports
was a 53% increase or $280 million in
exports to the United States to $5.540 mil-
lion, following a $265 million advance in
April. Exports to other destinations fluctua-
ted only marginally
Short Term Trend
The recent turnaround in exports is mainly
attributable to higher exports o the U.S.
(72 0% share), to Japan (5.3% share) and to
Other America” countries (3.5% share).
Exports tothe United Kingdom (2.9% share)
continued to increase but at a slower pace.
Exports to “"Other EEC"” (4.6% share) and
“Other OECD" (1.9% share) countries
registered smaller declines in the three
months up to March 1983.
Imports (Seasonaily Adjusted),
Customs Basis
The only significant change in imports for
May 1983 was for imperts from “Other
America” countries — down 20% or $65
million to $265 million. Imports from all other
destinations recorded only marginal
fluctuations
Short Term Trend
After a low point in November 1982, imports
increased at a faster pace up to February
and at a slower pace in March; this was
mainly attributable to imports from the U.S.
(72.6% share) and from Japan (5.7%
share). Imports from “Other EEC” {5.4%
share) and from "Other OECD" (2.9%
share) countries, after a low point reached
in the fourth quarter of 1982, continued fo
cover further ground. Declines in imports
from the UK. (2.1% share) and from "Other
America” countries (5.3% share), which
had increased at a faster pace, slowed
somewhat in March.

For turther information, order the May 1983
issue of Summary of External Trade (65-001,
$3.15/831.50).

from Farm Production

Data Seasonally Adjusted at Annual Rates
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Building Permits

Building permits issued in April 1983 rose
2.4% to a preliminary seasonally adjusted
level of $1,346.1 million from $1,315.0 mli-
lion (revised) in March, reflecting a sur &

last minute applications for the $3,000@‘.€B-“.
under the Canadian Home Ownership Flai:
(CHOSP) which ended May 5. Howdws,
the surge in residential permits was alimiasi
entirely offset by a drop in permits for non-
residential building construction. In April
1982, the total value of permits issued was
$1,038.6 million.

The value of builders' applications for
new housing construction was estimated at
a seasonally adjusted $1.003.5 million in
April, up 11.7% from $898.3 million in
March. The number of new dwellings autho-
rized rose to 18,330 units in April {13,066
singles and 5264 multiples) from 16,775
units in March (10,073 singles and 6,702
multiples). The April value of residential
permits was more than double the year-
earlier estimate of $450.1 million.

Permits for building construction other
than residential decreased for the third
consecutive month in April, retlecting the
weakness of intentions in the non-
residential sector. The value of permits for
industrial projects rose a marginal 3.9% to
$61.5 million from the depressed level of
$59.2 million in March, while commercial
projects were up 2.9% to $199.2 miliion
from $193.6 million. Institutional proiasa
tumbled 50.0% to $81.9 million from $1338
miliion in March. In total, non—residenlua.
permits amounted to $342.6 million, aii
17 8% from the $416.7 million authorzed &
March.

For additional information, order the April
1983 issue of Building Permits (64-007,
$3.70/%37), or contact R. Couillard (613-995-
8213), Construction Division, Statistics
Canada, Ottawa K1A 929.

Realized Net Farm
Income, 1983 Outlook
Realized net tarm icome is expected to
increase 5% in 1983 to $3.7 billion from $3.5
billion in 1982. This is the result of stale
cash receipts combined with a small
decrease in farm expenses

The outlook incorporates information
available to June 30, 1983. Users are cau-
tioned that market conditions may change
substantially during the next six months. As
a result, the forecast may deviate from the
assumptions contained in today's projec-
tions. Users are urged to contact the ana-
lysts named below if they suspect that this
is the case.

For additional details and information
contact Phil Jensen (613-995-4895), Ag/"-:"l/“.
ture Statistics Division, Statistics Ca: '
Ottawa K1A 0T6, or Fu-Lai Tung (613 828
9554), Farm Income Analysis Section, Pro-
duction Development Policy Directorate,
Agriculture Canada, Ottawa K1A 0C5.



Raw Materials Price Index
The Raw Matenals Price Index (1977=100;
was at a preliminary level ot 211.6 in May
1835, anincrease of 0.1% from 211 3 (revi-
Jiv Apriland up 5.5% from the May 1982
ﬁx level. The raw materials price index
welugling coal, crude oil and natural gas
Imcigased 0.4% over the month but was still
d.3% lower than a year earlier.

The vegetable products component
index advanced 4.3% in May — largely on
the strength of sharp prnce increases for
raw sugar (38%), fresh vegetables (3%) and
fresh fruit (8%) — but was still down 1.9%
from the year-earlier level. Despite the
increases in May, the tfruit and vegetable
indexes remained 20% lower than in May
1982.

The non-ferrous metals component rose
2.7% in the latest month and showed an
increase of 215% over the 12-month
period. While significant price increases for
precious metais provided the main impetus
1o the monthly change, notable advances
were also posted for copper, zinc and non-
ferrous scrap.

The animals and animal products index
decreased 1 6% in May, mainly because of
declines in cattle and calif prices which
were only partially otfset by price increases
for hides, skins, sheep and lambs. Since
May 1982, the component index has decli-
ned 6 2%

f~ar further information, order the May 1983
Is@ of Industry Price Indexes (62-011,
L *(W837), or contact the Information Unit
13095-5738), Industrial Prices Section,
Prigsd Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa
Kia DvSs,

The Dairy Review

Milk sold from Canadian farms for all pur-
poses in April 1983 totalled an estimated
645 111 kilolitres. 0.4% less than in April
1982 This brought the total estimate of milk
sold off farms during the first four months of
1983 to 2 342 196 kilolitres, an increase of
1.1% over the January-April 1982 period.

For further information, order the May issue
of The Dairy Review (23-001, $2.65/$26.50),
or contact Paul Murray (613-995-4853), Agri-
culture Statistics Division, Statistics Canada,
Ottawa K1A 0T6.

Publications

Order through:

Publication Sales and Services
Room 1710

Main Building

Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A 0T6
State:

e of Report

Aaference Month, Quarter or Year
Aublication Number

Please enclose money order or che-
gue made payable to the order of
Receiver General for Canada.

Industry Selling Price Index
The Industry Selling Price Index (ISPI) for
manufacturing (1971=100) reached a pre-
liminary level of 298.5 in May 1983, up 0.5%
from the revised April index of 297.0. The
year-to-year increase from May 1982 to
May 1983 was 3.4%, marking the fifth
consecutive month in which the rise has
been less than 4%

The wood industries index advanced
6.2% in May and showed a year-over-year
rise of 16.4%. The sawmills and planing
mills index climbed 9.6% in the month as
lumber prices posted strong increases,
ranging from 1.1% for maple to 21% for
spruce; the increases occurred in both the
domestic and export markets. Other
construction materials showed strong price
increases as well.

The primary metal industries index
advanced 0.7% in May, to stand 3.8%
higher than the year-eariier level. Price
increases of 1.0% in the smelting and refi-
ning industry provided the main stimulus for
the increase in the group index.

The food and beverage industries index
increased 0.3% in the latest month to a level
2.3% higher than in May 1982. The slaugh-
tering and meat processors component
index was down 1.0% — mainly inresponse
to lower beef prices — andthe fish products
industry index declined 41%; however,
these decreases were more than oftset by
increases of 17.6% in the cane and beet
sugar processors index, 4.4% in the confec-
tionery manutacturers index and 2.3% in
the feeds industry index.

For turther information, order the May 1983
issue of Industry Price Indexes (62-011,
$3.70/837), or contact the Information Unit
(613-995-5738), Industrial Prices Section,
Prices Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa
K1A 0OVS5.

Labour Income

Labour income for March 1983 was estima-
ted at $17.499.9 million, an increase of
$475.8 million or 2.8% from March 1982

Adjusted for seasonal variation, wages
and salaries increased by $255.0 million
between February and March 1983 to
$16,103.7 million.

The estimates will be published in the
January-March 1983 issue of Estimates of
Labour fncome (72-005, $§5.30/821.20). For
furtherinformation, contact G. Gauthier (613-
995-8431), Labour Income Section.

Vehicle Register, 1982

Canada's provincial and lerritorial govern-
ments reported 10,530,355 passenger
automobile registrations during the 1982
licence year. Registrations of trucks and
buses totalled 3,293.406 and motorcycles
numbered 431,453. The total number of dri-
ver licences registered for the 1982 licence
year was 15,081,076

For further information, contact A.
Maclean(613-996-9271), Transportation and
Communications Division, Statistics Canada.

GDP by Industry

Gross Domestic Product, in constant 1971
prices, continued 10 gain momentum in
April rising $608 million (0.5%) above
March and 3.0% above the October low
point. The April increase in GDP onginated
largely in manufacturing, finance industries,
and construction. Industrial production
recorded a large advance of 1.7% during
the month, raising output 0.4% above the
April 1982 level. This marked the first time
that industrial production has been above
the same month of the previous year in 19
months.

From December 1982 to April, manutac-
turing activity has rebounded 10.6%, recap-
turing almost one-third of the drop in output
experienced during the lasl recession. The
gain in April was 2.0% and resulted mainly
from increased production of motor vehi-
cles, metal fabricated products, primary
metals, chemicals wood products and
textiles

The increase in motor vehicle manufac-
turing was due to stepped-up production of
passenger cars and trucks for the Cana-
dian and export markets — exports of vehi-
cles increased substantially in April while
domestic sales by new motor vehicles dea-
lers have been edging up modestly every
month since January. New car sales for
North American built vehicles increased for
the second consecutive month while sales
of overseas-produced autos were down in
both March and April. The market share for
North American built vehicles in April was
79%, about 9% above the average share in
the December-March period. Advance
weekly production data suggest that motor
vehicle production shouldincrease againin
May.

The notabte weak spot in the April eco-
nomic picture was in retail trade, where a
sizeable decline wa: repored, with particu-
lar weakness among food, department
stores, clothing, shoe and drug stores.

For further information, order the April
1983 issue of Gross Domestic Product by
Industry (61-005, $3.70/837), or contact R.
Kennedy (613-995-0568), Statistics Canada,
Ottawa K1A 929.
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AGRICULTURE STATISTICS No. issue/year issue/year
Farm Cash Receipts, January-April 1983 21-001 $1.55/$15.50 $1.85/$1860
Farm Energy Use, 1982 21-519 $8 45 $1015
| Grain Trade of Canada. 1981-82 22-201 $8 45 $10.15
| Production and Stocks of Eggs and Poultry. Apri 1983 23-003 $2.65/$26.50 $3.20/$31.80
|
| CURRENT ECONOMIC ANALYSIS
Current Economic Analysis. May 1983 13-004 $2.65. %2650 $3.20/$31.80
' EDUCATION, SCIENCE AND CULTURE
i Cuiture Statistics: Museums, Art Galleries and Related Institutions, 1979 87-516 $6 35 $7.60
SERVICE BULLETIN
Science Statistics — Vol. 7, No. 6, Regional Distribution of Federal Expenditures on
Science and Technology, 1981-82 13-003 $1.55/$15.50 $1.85/$18.60
EXTERNAL TRADE
i imports by Commodities, April 1983 65-007 $5.30/$53 $6.35/$63.60
i MANUFACTURING AND PRIMARY INDUSTRIES
| Bakeries. 1981 32-203 $4.75 $e.70
% Confectionery. Quater Ended March 1983 32-027 $2.65/$10.60 $3.20/$12 70
,’ Crude Petroleurmn and Naturai Gas Production, March 1983 26-006 $2.65/$26.50 $3.20/$31 BO
i Domestic Refrigerators and Freezers. May 1983 43-001 $1.55/81550 $1.85/811.60
! Domestic Washing Machiens and Ciothes Dryers, May 1983 43-002 $155/$1550 $1 85/$1:560
; Electric Lamps (Light Sources). May 1983 43-009 $1.55/$15.50 $1.85/%16.50
| Electric Power Statistics, March 1983 57-001 $2.65/$26.50 $3.20/831 ul
! Machine Shops, 1981 42-207 $475 AV
' Manufacturers of Electrical Industrial Equipment, 1981 43-207 $4.75 $5.70
| Mineral Wool including Fibrous Glass Insulation, May 1983 44-004 $1.55/$15.50 $1.85/$18.60
Printing, Publishing and Allied industries, 1981 36-203 $6.35 $7.60
| Production, Shipments and Stocks on Hand of Sawmiils in British Columbia. April 1983 35-003 $1.55/%$15.50 $1.85/$18 60
{ Sash, Door and Other Millwork Plants, 1981 35-205 $6.35 $7.60
Shipments of Plastic Film and Bags Manufactured from Resin, Quarter Ended
March 31, 1983 47-007 $2.65/$10.60 $3.20/%$12.70
| Specified Domestic Electrical Appliances, May 1983 43-003 $1.55/815.50 $1.85/318 60
The Sugar Situation. May 1983 32-013 $1.55/$15.50 $1.85/$18.60
MERCHANDISING AND SERVICES
New Motor Vehicle Sales. Apni 1983 63-007 $2.65/$26.50 $3.20/$31.80
Retail Trade, March 1983 63-005 $3.70/$37 $4.45/$44 40
! PRICES
i Construction Price Statistics, June 1983 62-007 $3.15/$31.50 $3.80/$37.80
PUBLIC FINANCE
Provincial Government Enterprise Finance, Fiscal Years Ended Nearest to December
31st, 1980 61-204 $8.45 $10.15
TRANSPORTATION AND COMMUNICATIONS
Railway Freight Traffic, Year Ended December 31, 1982 $10.60 $12.70
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