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External Trade

On a seasonally adjusted balance-of-
payments basis, preliminary results show
Canada’'s total exports climbed 3.9% or
$385 million to a record $10.2 billion in
August 1984, following a $380 million
increase in July and a $185 million decline
in June. Imports also registered a record
increase, jumping 14.0% or $1 085 million
to $8 B billion, following a rise of $255 million
in July and a decline of $475 millionin June
As a result, the merchandise trade surplus
plunged $700 million to $1.4 billion in
August 1984,

During the first eight months of 1984, the
merchandise trade surplus totalled $13.4
billion, up $1.1 billion from the correspond-
ing period last year.

Commodity Analysis

The $385 million overall increase in total
@xaorts in August 1984 was due primarily to
a $6:5 million rise in exports of automotive:
products which helped push the short-term
trend upward. This increase was accom
panied by declines in aircraft, ore and fish
exports.

The main impetus for the surge in total
imports in August 1984 was a record $710
million jump in end products, largely com-
prising automotive products which registe
red an upturn in the short-term trend. Other
rises were registered in aircraft, machinery
and equipment, precious metals, and ores
and concentrates imports. The only compa-
ratively large decrease was in crude petro
leum; the short-term trend for this product
has been declining since it peaked in
November 1883.

Trading Partner Analysis
After fluctuating widely between February
and June, Canada's exports to the United
States rose $45 million in July and soared
8.6% or $625 million in August to $7.8 bil-
lion; automotive products were chietly res-
ponsible for this record increase. Despite a
$155 million drop in August 1984, exports to
Japan continued to show signs of recovery.
as did exports to “other EEC"” and other
sountries, The short-term trend for exports
t& the United Kingdom fell less rapidly. and
i trend for exportsto “other OECD™ coun-
tas declined after reaching a peak in May.
Following sharp increases in July and
August, the short-term trend for imports
from the United States regained its momen-
(continued on page 2)
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$ Billions

LATEST MONTHLY STATISTICS % Change
Previous From Year
EMPLOYMENT, INCOME Month Ago
Average Weekly Earnings ($) -...oveieiineiana.. July 405.12 406 84 4.1
Labour Income ($ million) ....................... June  19.968.3 19,3731 50
Rersonswwith Jobs (milllon). .............ocuinae.. Sept.* 11.16 1085 19
AL ET TR S SRR Vs R QR Sept.* 1,363.000 1,269.000 7.4
INVENTORIES
Department Store (S million) ........coieiiiii.. Jul 3,304.7 3.146.7 53]
Manulaclurers' Owned ($ million) ................ July 32.426.3 32,368.5 10.0
ORDERS
Manutacturers’ New Orders ($ million) ............ July 17.246.0 20,443 1 125
Manufacturers’ Unfilled Orders ($ million) ......... July 221789 22,284.0 368
PRICES
Consumer Price Index (1981=100) ............... Aug 1229 1229 37
New House Price Index (1981=100) .............. July 952 215, ] 06
Raw Materials Price Index (1977=100) ............ Aug. 215.0 2171 1.8
Exclicoallcrude oMinatdgas .. oo o .l Aug. 159.1 162.5 26
Industry Seliing Price index (1871=100) ........... Aug 3122 3125 36
CONSTRUCTION Year-to-date
Building Permits ($ million) .........cciiinniinann July 1.320.7 8,656 4 2.6
i{ousing Starts — Urban Centres (units) ........... Aug. 11,029 75,027 -20.7
ENERGY
Coai Production (thousand tonnes) ............... June 4 666 27 702 28.4
Electricity Generation (lerawatt hours) ............ June 311 214.1 9.5
Natural Gas Production (million cubic metres) ..... June 6187 45 062 7.6
Petroleum Refining (million cubic metres) ......... July 8.0 49.1 85
FOREIGN TRADE |
Exports =— Balance of Payments Basis ($ million) .. Aug.* 9,011 74,132 28.2 |
Imports - Balance of Payments Basis ($ million) .. Aug*” 8,059 62,054 3356
PRODUCTION
Railway Carloadings {million tonnes) ........o.vve. Aug 209 158.3 20.4
Steel (ingots =~ thousand tONNES) «..evvveierirans July RIETE7, 8 696 24.6
SALES
Department Store Sales ($ million) ............... July 806.3 5,633.5 5.0
Manutacturers’ Shipments ($ million) ............. July 7. 30 129,780.7 16.1
New Motor Vehicle Sales ($ million) .............. Aug 1.186.5 10,749.9 34.5
Retail.SaleS.(Pimilllon) Fiasd W, .. ...... .4 July 94739 63,711.9 9.6

Statistics are in current dollars and are not seasonally adjusted.
* - new this week.

Residential Construction Expenditures

Data Seasonally Adjusted at Annual Rates
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...External Trade

tum; imports from Japan, “other OECD”
countries and the, United -Kingdom were
also strong. However, growth iln imports
from “other EEC" and other countries
began to show signs of faitering.

For further information, order 'the August

1984 jssue of Summary of External Trade (65-
001, $3.3'O/$33), or contact G. Blaney (613-
990-9647), Trade Information Unit, or Fran-
¢ois Bordé (613-990-9784), Trade Measures
and Analysis Section, External Trade Divi-
sion, Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A 0T6.

Earnings of Men and Women

This publication updates the historical data
on earnings of men and women previously
published for selected years from 1967 to
1979 under the same title and catalogue
number. Data contained in these two
reports faciliitate analyses of earnings of
men and women over the period 1967 to
1982 in terms of such relevant characteris-
fics as age. education. and work
experience.

The report shows that:
® The number of earners rose from 8.3 mil-
lionin 1967 to 12.9 million in 1982. Women
accounted for 62% of the additional 4.6 mil-
lion earners during this period.
® There has been a slow but steady impro-
vement in the ratio of women's earnings to
men's over the last 15 years; among full-
year/{ull-time workers, women earned, on
average. 64 cents for every dollar earned by
men in 1982 comparedto 58 cents in 1967.
& Almost two of every three husband-wife
families had wives in the labour force in
1982 compared to one of three in 1967. On
average, earnings of wives accounted for
approximately one-fifth of total family
income in 1982 compared to one-tenth in
1967.

For further information, order Earnings of
Men and Women, 1981 and 1982 (13-577,
Canada: $7.75; Other Countries: $9.30), or
contact R. Chawla (613-990-9730), Consu-
mer Income and Expenditure Division, Statis-
tics Canada, Ottawa K1A 0T6.

Help-wanted Index

The seasonally adjusted Heip-wanted
Index (1981=100) for Canada increased to
64 in September 1984 from 62 in August. By
region, the index increased in the Atiantic
Provinces {to 127 from 112), Quebec {10 76
from 74), Ontario (to 69 from 68) and British
Columbia (to 30 from 26). In contrast, the
labour demand indicator declined slightly in
the Prairie Provinces to 34 from 35 between
the two months.

The short-term trend — an indicator
which smooths irregular monthly fiuctua-
tions — continued its upward movement
begun late in 1982.

Averaged over the third quarter, the Help-
wanted Index advancedto 64 from 55 or by
16%, compared to the second quarter of
1984. Advances between the two quarters
were observed in all regions with the excep-
tion of British Columbia.

Inquiries about the index should be direc-
ted to Horst Stiebert, (613-930-9900, Exten-
sion 238), Labour Division, Statistics Canada,
Ottawa K1A 0T6.

Unemployment Rate,
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Farm Cash Receipts

Farm cash receipts for the period January-
August 1984 reached an estimated
$12.477.1 million, up 4.6% from the revised
1983 January-August estimate of
$11,929.5 million.

Receipts from the sale of field crops are
estimated at $5,865.7 million, 3.6% higher
than last year's estimate of $5,661.7 miilion.
Oats, rye, rapeseed, potato and corn sales
were up while receipts for wheat, barley and
Canadian Wheat Board payments were
down.

Cash receipts from the sale of livestock
and livestock products were estimated at
$6,244.5 million, a 4.3% increase from the
revised 1983 level of $5.985.2 million. Other
receipts were up 29.8%, totalling $366.9 mil-
lion from the previous year's revised total of
$282 6 miliion.

For further information, order the January-
August 1984 issue of Farm Cash Receipts (21-
001, $1.60/816) or contact John Lanthier,
(613-990-8706), Agriculture Statistics Divi-
sion, Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A 0T6.

Population Estimates

Canada’'s popuiation at June 1, 1984 rea-
ched an estimated 25,127.900. Population
figures for the provinces and the territories
are as follows:

Newtfoundland 579,500
Prince Edward Island 125,300
Nova Scotia 869,900
New Brunswick 713.300
Quebec 6,549,000
Ontario 8,937,400
Manitoba 1,056,500
Saskatchewan 1,006,200
Alberta 2,348,800
British Columbia 2.870,800
Yukon 21,800
Northwest Territories 49,400.

Canada's population growth rate was
less than 1% for the period June 1983-May
1984, one of the lowest rates the country
has experienced.

For further information, contact Lise Ofori-
Attah (613-990-9581), Demography Division,
Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A 0T6.

Labour Force

Canada's seasonally adjusted unemploy-
ment rate rose to 11.8% in September 1984
from the previous month's level of 11 2%
This increase was largely due to &
increase in the number of persons lookig
for work at a time of year when the number
of job seekers normally decreases. The
increase raised the seasonally adjusted
participation rate to a record high of 65.2%
compared to 64.8% in August. The employ-
ment/popuiation ratio declined 0.1% to
57.5% in September 1984.

Employment for the week ending Sep-
tember 15 reached an estimated
11,045,000, virtually unchanged from the
August estimate. Employment was down
14,000 among those aged 15to 24 years to
an estimated 2,367.000. Conversely, there
was an increase of an estimated 18,000 in
employment among those aged 25 and
older.

Increases in employment were recorded
in primary industries other than agriculture
(+7.000), transportation, communications
and other utilities (+10,000) and trade
(+24,000); employment levels declined in
public administration (-36,000).

Part-time employment declined 26,000 in
Septemberto anestimated 1,713,000, while
full-time employment rose an estimated
26,000 to 9,344.000.

On aregional basis, employment increa-
sed an estimated 21,000 in Quebec and
9,000 in British Columbia. There was a

decline of 4,000 in Nova Scotia; tha.
i

employment levels of the remaining pro
vinces showed little change from the pre-
vious month.

Unemployment reached an estimated
1,472,000 in September 1984, an increase
of 81,000 from the previous month. Unem-
ployment levels rose by 38,000 to 533,000
for those aged 15 to 24; there were
increases for both males (+12,000) and
females (+26,000) within this age group.
Unemployment alsoincreased in the 25 and
older age group, reaching a level of 939,000.

By province, unemployment rose an
estimated 6,000 in Newtoundiand, 17,000 in
Quebec, 21,000 in Ontario, 6,000 in Alberta
and 11,000 in British Columbia. The remai-
ning provinces experienced smaller
increases in estimated unemployment
levels.

Seasonally adjusted unemployment
rates for the provinces in September were
as follows (percentage increase from July
foillows in brackets): Newtoundland, 22.9%
(1.9%); Prince Edward Island, 13.2% (1.8%);
Nova Scotia, 13.6% (0.3%); New Brunswick,
15.9% (1.0%); Quebec, 12.9% (0.4%); Onta-
rio, 9.5% (0.4%); Manitoba, 80% (0.3%);
Saskatchewan, 8.5% (0.6%); Alberta. 12.0%
(0.4%); and British Columbia, 14.9% (0.5%).
These increases resulted in record high

seasonally adjusted unemployment ram.

for the provinces of Newfoundland, New
Brunswick, Saskatchewan and Alberta.

For further information, order the Septem-
ber issue of The Labour Force (71-001,
$3.85/838.50).



Technology and Commaodity
Trade

The publication reviews the use of commo-
dily trade statistics as an indicator of the
i national transter of technology. in addi-
iy 1o an historical perspective of the
oaicepls. the report examines the theoreti-
cal statistical and definitional foundations
ctthe indicator, and outlines existing statis-
tics and their uses.

For further information, order Technology
and Commodity Trade (catalogue 88-503), or
contact Karen Walker (613-990-9919).
Science and Technology Statistics Division,
Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A 0T6.

Telephone Systems
Fourteen major Canadian telephone sys-
tems reported revenues of $8.4 billion in
1983, up 86% from 1982 Operating
expenses were $5.7 billion, 5.4% higher
than recorded a year earlier. Net operating
revenue rose 15.9% to $2.7 billion.
Telephone toll messages increased 4.5%
from the previous year, totalling 1.5 billion.

For further information, order Telephone
Statistics: Preliminary Report on Large Tele-
phone Systems, 1983 (56-202, $3.30), or
contact J.R. Slattery (613-990-8693), Trans-
portation and Communications Division, Sta-
tistics Canada, Ottawa K1A 0T6.

Local Government Employment
Employees involved in general government
as@rvices of local government across
Canada numbered 313.663 at the end of
% 3econd quarter of 1984, This represen-
{3l & rise of 7. 3% over the 292,446 reported
st {e end of the previous quarter, and a
07% increase over June 1983.

The gross payrolls of local government
for the second quarter of 1984 amountedto
$1,669.122,000, 1.6% higher than the totai
of $1,642 388,000 for the previous quarter
and anincrease of 4. 2% compared to Aprii-
June 1983.

For further information, order the April-
June 1984 issue of Local Government
Employment (72-008, $4.40/$17.60) or
contact the Employment and International
Section (613-990-8305).

Department Store Sales
Department stores in Canada reported
sales totalling $873 million in August 1984,
a 2.6% increase from a year earlier. Cumu-
lative sales for January-August 1984 rea-
ched $6.506.5 million, up 4.7% from the
same period in 1983,

On a regional basis, department store

sales in August were as follows (percen-
tage change from August 1983 in brackets):
® Ontario, $312.5 million (+1.6%)
® Quebec, $163.8 million (+7 6%)
® British Columbia, $140.4 million (+1.4%)
Alberta, $117 1 miliion (-0.1%)
Atlantic provinces, $66.3 miilion (+2.9%)
Manitoba, $45.5 million (+6.5%)
Saskatchewan, $27.2 million (-3.2%).
data users should note that the British
Cahirnbia figures inciude those for the
Y uk&n and Northwest Territories.

For further information, order the August

1984 issue of Department Store Sales by
Region (63-004, $1.60/816).

International Payments and

Receipts for Technology

This publication examines the use of inter-
national payments and receipts for techno-
logy data as an indicator of the volume of
technological information transferred bet-
ween countries. It includes a review of the
theoretical foundations, limitations and
uses of international payments and receipts
data, as well as an overview of existing
statistics.

For further information, order International
Payments and Receipts for Technology (cata-
logue 88-502), or contact Karen Walker (613-
990-9919), Science and Technology Statistics
Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A 0T6.
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Major Field Crops Forecast
The 1984 Canadian production of the
seven major grains and oilseeds including
graincorn, is forecast at 45.5 million tonnes.
down 8% from 1983. This year, reduced
Prairie production due to drought more than
oftset substantially increased production in
Eastern Canada. Prairie production of the
six major grains is projected at 35.2 million
tonnes, a decrease of 13% from last year
and a 3% increase from the August 15,
1984 production forecast

As of September 15 harvesting operations
for the major spring-planted Prairie crops
were 83% compilete compared to 68% at the
same time last year and 37% in 1982.

For further information, order the September
Forecast of Production of Principai Fieid Crops,
Canada 1984 (22-002, $1.60/11.10), or contact
the Crops Section, Agriculture Statistics Divi-
sion, Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A 0T6.

Oll Pipeline Transport
Net receipts of crude oil. condensates, pen-
tanes plus, liquefied petroleum gases and
petroleum products through Canadian oil
pipelines during July 1984 increased 3.7%
to 12 376 360 cubic metres from
11 936 077 cubic metres a year earlier.
Forfurther information, order the July 1984
issue of Qil Pipeline Transport (55-001,
$2.75/$27.50).

Industrial Productivity and
Research and Development

The measurement of productivity change is
examined in this hublication in terms of
conceptual and statistical issues. Inparticu-
lar, the relationship between productivity
growth and technological change is analy-
zed, various aspec!s of the total factor pro-
ductivity growth index including measure-
ment problems are examined, and the use
of research and development capital as a
factor of production is presented.

For further information, order Industrial
Productivity and Research and Development
Indicators (88-505; Canada: $6.65; Other
Countries: $7.95), or contact Karen Walker
(613-990-9919), Science and Technology
Statistics Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa
K1A OT6.

Non-residential Bullding

The Non-residential Building Construction
Input Price Index fbor Canada (1971=100)
declined to alevel of 307.8 in August, down
0.2% from July's level of 308.5. The mate-
rialsindex fell 0.1% during the month due to
price decreases for gypsum wallboard,
acoustic tiles and panels and plywood,
which more than offset increases for ther-
moplastic building wires and Spruce
softwood.

The labour comiponent decreased to
327.9 in August, down 0.3% from 329.0 in
July. The decline was attributable to large
wage roll-backs for carpenters and labou-
rers in St. John's, Newfoundland.

Comparing August 1984 with August
1983, the Canada total index rose 1.7%:;
building materials increased 2.8% over the
12 months while the labour componentrose
0.6%.

For further information, order Construction
Price Statistics (62-007, $3.30/833), or
contact Prices Division (613-990-9601), Sta-
tistics Canada, Ottawa K1A 0T6.

Residential Building

The Residential Building Construction Input
Price Index for Canada (1971=100) rose to
292.4 in August, up 0.2% from its July level
of 291.9. The materials index rose 0.6%
during the month due primarily to price
increases for wooden windows, lumber
from the Quebec region, roofing shingles
and wooden doors. These increases more
than offset price decreases for plywood,
gypsum wallboard and lumber from the Bri-
tish Columbia region.

The union wage rate index declined to
3272 in August 1984, down 0.4% from
328.4 the previous month. This decrease
was attributable to large wage roll-backs for
carpenters and labourers in St John's,
Newtfoundland.

On a year-over-year basis, the Canada
total index rose 0.5%, comprising a negligi-
ble increase for materials and an increase
of 1.1% for labour.

For further information, order Construction
Price Statistics (62-007, $3.30/$33), or
contact Prices Division (613-990-9601), Sta-
tistics Canada, Ottawa K1A OT6.
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