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Statement of External Trade 
On a seasonally adlusted balance-cl-
payments basis, preliminary results mci-
cate that Canada's total exports increased 
3.4% or $290 million to a record $8.9 billion 
in January 1984. following increases of $15 
million in December 1983 and $805 million 
in November 1983. Imports declined 2.2% 
or $155 million to $6.8 billion, after 
increases of $185 million in December 
1983 and $110 million in November 1983, 
As a result, the merchandise trade surplus 
climbed $445 million to a record level of 
$2.1 billion in January 1984, following a 
decline of $1 70 million in December 1983 
and an increase of $695 million in Novem-
ber 1983. 

Growth in the short term trend for exports, 
slowed from an increase of 2.3% in ,vvnwl, 

 Much 1983 to 1.0% in July1983, accelera- 
qain with increases moving up from 
in August 1983 to 3.0% in November 

I oo.l The imports short trend also slowed 
early in 1983 from an increase of 2.3% in 
February to 1.6% in April, and recovered 
sooner and more strongly than exports with 
gains up from a 1.7% increase in May to one 
of 3.4% in August and then slowed with 
increases of 30% in September, 2.4% in 
October and 1 .7% in November. As a result, 
the trend for the merchandise trade surplus 
peaked in April and May at $1 .655 million, 
declined $310 million up to September, and 
then turned up again with increases of $70 
million in October and $130 million in 
November 1983. 

The largest increases in value for domes-
tic exports (customs basis) in January 1984 
were for passenger cars (up 18% or $190 

(continued on next page) 

Labour Income 
Labour income for December 1983 vyis 
estimated at $18,631.4 million, an increase 
of $1,234.9 million or 7.1% from December 
1982. 

Adjusted for seasonal variation, wages 
i , id salaries increased by $222.8 million 
........n November and December 1983 to 

.4.5 million. 
estimates will be published in the 

tier-December 1983 issue of Estimates 
labour Income (72-005, $5.551$22.20). For 

tii,ther information, contact G. Gauthier 
(6 73-995-7165), Labour Income Section, 
Labour Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa 
KIA 0T6. 

EMPLOYMENT, INCOME Month 
Average Weekly Earnings ($) 	.................... Dec. 395 lOi 394.71r 
Labour Income ($ million) 	....................... Dec. 18.631.4i 18829.3p 
Persons with Jobs (million) 	...................... Feb, 10.56 10.44 
Unemployed 	................................... Feb. 1,476,000 1,473,000 
INVENTORIES 
Deparimenl Store ($ million) 	..................... Dec. 3,222.5 3,854.9 
Manufacturers' Owned ($ million) 	................ Dec. 30,693.6ii 30,522.7r 
ORDERS 
Manufacturers' New Orders ($ million) 	............ Dec. 16,721.2p 18,373.9r 
Manufacturers' Unfilled Orders ($ million) 	......... Dec. 20,260.8p 20,345.5r 
PRICES 
Consumer Price Index (1981 =100) 	............... Jan. 120.2 119.6 
NewHousePricelridex(1976=100) 	.............. Dec. 131.7 131.8 
Raw Materials Price Index (1977=100) 	............ Jan 214.01) 2l2.3p 

ExcI 	coal, crude oil, nat. gas .................... Jan 157.1 p 154 4p 
Industry Selling Price Index (1971=100) 	........... Jan. 304.5p 302 6p 
CONSTRUCTION 
Buildng Permits (5 million) 	...................... Dec. 1,038.9p 14,571.8p 
Housing Starts - Urban Centres (units) ........... Jan. 8,635 8,635 
ENERGY 

LATEST MONTHLY STATISTICS 	 %Change I 

lidlions 

Coal Production (thousand tonnes) 	............... Nov. 4358 40511 
Flocincity Generation (terawatt hours) 	............ Nov. 35.4 354.1 
Nai oral Gas Production lmillion cubic metres) 	..... Nov. 8791.7 84827.3 
Petroleum Refining (million cubic metres) 	......... Dec. 7.5p 
FOREIGN TRADE 
Exports - Balance of Payments Basis ($ million) 	.. Jan * 8,326p 8,326p 
Imports - Balance of Payments Basis ($ million) 	.. Jan. 6.586p 6,586p 
PRODUCTtON 
Railway Carloadings (million tonnes) .............. Jan. 16.8 
Steel (ingots - thousand tonnes) 	................ Jan. 1 228.6p I 228.6p 
SALES 
Department Store Sales ($ million) 	............... Jan. 6494 649.4 
Manufacturers' Shipments (5  million) 	............. Dec. 16,805.91) 200,067.5p 
New Motor Vehicle Sales ($ million) 	.............. Dec. 898 3 12,196.3 
Retail Sales ($ miltion) 	.......................... Jan, 7,61 7.0 7,617.Op 
Statistics are in current dollars and are not seasonally adjusted. 

- 	
- 

p - preliminary, r - revised. '- new this week. 

Wages, Salaries and Supplementary Labour Income 
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Statement of Trade 
million to $1 270 million, following increases 
of $210 million in December, $55 million in 
November and $80 million in October), 
motor vehicle parts (up 11% or $95 million 
to $970 million, after increases of $60 mil-
lion in December and $130 million in 
November) and natural gas (up 31% or $90 
million to $385 million). Other large 
increases were for wheat (up 19% or $65 
million to $400 million) and aircraft (up 45% 
or $50 million to $165 million). 

The largest exports decrease in January 
was for industrial machinery (down 23% or 
$60 million to $195 million). 

In January 1984, the largest imports 
decreases (customs basis) were for pre-
cious metals (down 47% or $50 million to 
$55 million) and crude petroleum (down 
19% or $45 million to $200 million, following 
declines of $50 million in December and 
$245 million in November). 

The largest imports increase in January 
was for aircraft (up 49% or $65 million to 
$190 million). This increase was mainly 
attributable to imports of CF-18s 

For further information, order the January 
1984 issue of Summary of External Trade (65-
001, $3.301$33), or contact G. Blaney (6 13-
995-6305), Trade Information Unit, or Fran-
cois BordO (613-995-6115). 

Railway Carloadings 
Revenue freight loaded by railways in 
Canada in January 1984 totalled 17.6 mil-
lion tonnes, an increase of 24.2% from a 
year earlier. The carriers received an addi-
tional 1.0 million tonnes from the United 
States, up 3.3% from January 1983. 

Commodities registering notable 
changes in volumes loaded for the latest 
month were: wheat (-41 .4%); coal(+40.0%); 
iron ore and concentrates (+457%) and 
copper-nickel ores and Concentrates 
(+2,168.9%). 

For further information, order the January 
1984 issue of Railway Carloadings (52-001, 
$1.601S 16). 

Labour Force Survey 
Canada's seasonally adjusted unemploy-
ment rate edged up to 11 .3% in February 
1984 from 11 .2% in January. The participa-
tion rate increased to 64.5% from 64.2% in 
the preceding month and the employment/ 
population ratio to 57.2% from 57.0%. 

Employment for the week ending 
February 18, 1984 was at a seasonally 
adjusted level of 10.909,000 persons, an 
increase of 54,000 over the level of 
January. Employment gains were recorded 
for all four major age/sex groups: employ-
ment increased by 8,000 for males aged 15 
to 24 years, by 16,000 for females in this 
age category, by 15,000 for males 25 years 
and over and by 15,000 for females in this 
age group. Full-time employment rose by 
41,000 and part-time employment increa-
sed 15,000. Provincially, employment rose 
in Alberta (+10,000), Ontario(+30,000) and 
Quebec (+16,000), while declining by 
14,000 in British Columbia. By industry, 
employment rose in the construction indus-
try (+29,000) and in public administration 
(+16,000). 

Unemployment rose 21,000 in February 
to a seasonally adjusted 1 .395,000: unem-
ployment increased by 12,000 for males 
aged 25 years of age and over, and by 
10,000 for females of the same age group. 
On a provincial basis, unemployment was 
up 11,000 in British Columbia and showed 
little change in the other provinces. 

Seasonally adlusted unemployment 
rates for the provinces in February were as 
follows, with January rates in brackets: 
Newfoundland, 19.8% (19.2%); Prince 
Edward Island, 12.5%(1 1 .7%); Nova Scotia, 
13.2% (12.8%); New Brunswick, 14.3% 
(14.4%); Quebec, 13.5% (13.4%): Ontario, 
9.1% (9.2%); Manitoba, 8.5% (8.4%): Sas-
katchewan, 7.6% (7.4%); Alberta, 10.3% 
(10.6%) and British Columbia, 14.5% 
(13.6%). 

Unadjusted, the level of employment for 
Canada in February 1984 was 10,557,000, 
an increase of 345,000 (+3.4%) from a year 
earlier. Unemployment declined by 128.000 
(-8.0%) over the 12-month period to 
1,476,000 from 1,604,000. The unemploy-
ment rate was 12.3% in the latest month, 
down from 13.6% in February 1983, while 
the participation rate was up to 63.1% from 
62.8% and the employment/population 
ratio to 55.4% from 54 2% in the preceding 
year. 

For further information, order the February 
1984 issue of The Labour Force (71-001, 
$3. 70/537). 

Farm Prices 
The Canada index number of farm prices of 
agricultural products (1971=100) for 
January 1984 was 295.7, up 1.4% higher 
than the December 1983 level of 291.5 but 
4.4% lower than the January 1983 number 
of 282.6. 

The index is available on CANSIM (matrix 
176) or in the publication Index Numbers of 
Farm Prices of Agricultural Products (62-003, 
$1601$16). 

Employment income 
Data from the 1981 Census show the 
highest average 1980 employr"n' 
incomes for full-time full-year workers 
found among such professional groul 
judges, physicians and surgeons, and deli 
tists Male physicians and surgeons earned 
the highest average employment income of 
$59,834, followed by dentists, who earned 
$58,128. For females, the ranking was 
reversed with dentists earning $40.51 0, and 
physicians and surgeons $36.1 15. 

Data for paid workers who worked full-
time, full-year in 1980 show the same kind 
of trends as for employment income. Only in 
occupation maior group 25 - religion, was 
there an almost equivalent average wage 
and salary for females ($1 2,193) as for 
males ($12,707). For males, this was the 
lowest average wage and salary found for 
any major group, but forfemales, the lowest 
average was in farming, horticulture and 
animal husbandry occupations ($8,886) 

Copies of the publication Population: Wor-
ked in 1980 - Employment Income by Occu-
pation, 1981 Census of Canada can be obtai-
ned from Publication Sales and Services, 
Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A 0T6, or any of 
the Bureau's regional reference centres. For 
more information, contact Patricia Grain ger 
(613-995-9381), Economic Charactersitics 
Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A 0T6. 

Small Business Statistics 
About 96% of businesses operatira in 
Canada reported sales under $2 mill: 
1980. These smaller firms accounle 
21.3% of total Canadian sales and 21 
profits. They were heavily concentrated in 
retail trade and in services, 24.4% being in 
the former group and 22 5% in the latter. 

Requests for additional 1980 data should be 
addressed to Small Business Statistics (6 13-
996-0096), Statistics Canada, 8th Floor, Jean 
Talon Building, Tunney's Pasture, Ottawa, 
Ontario KM 0T6. 

Sales of New 
Commercial Vehicles 

979 	199C. 	1961 	98, 	1983 

5ource. Statiatica Canada, New 
Motor Vehicle Saies (63-007) 
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Farm Cash Receipts 
	

New Motor Vehicle Sales 
Preliminary estimates show farm cash 
receipts for January 1984 totalled $2,449.1 

'on, down 9.9% from the year-earlier 

.

'"rate of $2,718.2 million. 
"'ceipts from the sale of field crops 

ped 12.5% to an estimated $1,703.0 
rillion in the latest month from the January 
983 level of $1,946.0 million. Flaxseed, 

rapeseed, potatoes, corn and soybeans 
were up, while receipts for wheat and barley 
and Canadian Wheat Board payments were 
down. 

Cash receipts from the sale of livestock 
and livestock products were estimated at 
$699.9 million in January 1984, down 5.9% 
from the 1983 total of $743.8 million. 

Other cash receipts rose 63% to $46.2 
million from the preceding year's total of 
$28.4 million. 

Realized net tarm income - which takes 
into account producers' operating 
expenses and depreciation charges - is 
published annually in catalogue 21-202 

For further information, order the January 
1984 issue of Farm Cash Receipts (21-001, 
$1.601$16), or contact John Lanthier (613-
995-4895). Agriculture Statistics Division, 
Statistics Canada. Ottawa K1A 076. 

Inquiries about the Index should be direc-
ted to Horst Stiebert (613-995-7165 extension 
238), Labour Division, Statistics Canada, 
Ottawa K1A 0T6. 

For further information, see the January 
1984 issue of Department Store Sales by 
Regions (63-004, $1.60/$16). 

Retail sales of all new cars and trucks in 
January 1984 recorded their largest year-
over-year gain in recent months, with an 
increase of 45.2% over January 1983 to 
76,960 units. This followed almost as large 
year-over-year gains recorded in October 
(+44.1%) and November (+396%) in 
December, there was a relative slowing 
down in the increase, when it amounted to 
11.0%. 

Compared to January 1983, sales of 
North American manufactured passenger 
cars and commercial vehicles registered 
substantial increases in January 1984 
(54.6% and 71 .8%, respectively) and total-
led 44,276 and 16,815 units. Sales of pas-
senger cars built overseas increased by 
6.4% to 13,077 units and sales of overseas 
commercial vehicles rose 22.2% to 2,792 
units. 

The share of the Canadian passenger 
car market held by North American manu-
facturers in January 1984 (based on units 
sales) was 77.2%, up from 70.0% in January 
1983. Japanese manufacturers recorded a 
market share of 1 6.9% (compared to 24.7% 
in January 1983) while manufacturers from 
other countries held 5.9% of the automotive 
market (compared to 5.3% in January 
1983). 

Total dollar value of all new motor vehi-
cles sold in January 1984 increased 59.2% 
from a year earlier to $923.6 million North 
American passenger cars sold were valued 
at $497.7 million (up 68.7% over the same 
month the previous year) and commercial 
vehicles built in North America totalled 
$246.5 million (up 78.2%). Sales of over-
seas passenger cars rose by 20.9% to 
$152.0 million while those of commercial 
vehicles were 28 8% higher at $27 3 million, 

All provinces registered higher sales (in 
units) in January 1984 compared to the 
same month a year earlier, with advances 
ranging from 11 .0% in Alberta to 68.8% in 
Quebec. 

Adjusted for seasonal fluctuations and 
the number of trading days, preliminary 
estimates of unit sales of passenger cars 
built in North America increased 10.8% in 
January 1984 from the December 1983 
level. Seasonally adjusted sales of passen-
ger cars built overseas decreased 16.3% 
from the previous month, while total com-
mercial vehicles (domestic and overseas 
manufactured vehicles) were 8.8% higher. 

For further information, order the January 
1984 issue of New Motor Vehicle Sales (63-
007, $2.751$27.50), or contact Jean-Pierre 
Simard (613-996-9304). 

Oil Pipeline Transport 
Net receipts of crude Oil, condensates, pen-
lanes plus, liquefied petroleum gases and 
petroleum products through Canadian oil 
pipelines increased 2.6% in December 
1983 to 12 354 371 cubic metres from 
12 044 149 cubic metres a year earlier. 

For further information, order the Decem-
ber 1983 issue of Oil Pipeline Transport (55-
001, $2.751$27.50). 

Capacity Utilization Rates 
in Canadian Manufacturing 

% 	Non-durabies 
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Capacity Utilization Rates 
Capacity utilizati )n in Canadian manufac 
turing industries continued to rise in the 
fourth quarter of 1983, increasing 2.5% to a 
level of 72.4% from 70.6% in the third quar-
ter. Although five of the 20 industry grou-
pings posted lower capacity utilization 
rates, the decline's were more than offset by 
the industries which recorded higher rates: 
the two most impertant gains were 13.3% in 
the transportation equipment industries and 
11 .6% in the mai' hinery group. 

However, while the capacity utilization 
rate for total manufacturing has been stea-
dily increasing over the last four quarters, 
the rate is still well below the 81 .5% level 
recorded in the second quarter of 1981, just 
before the reces'.ion began. 

Utilization rater in durable manufacturing 
industries recorded a 4 6% increase in the 
fourth quarter of 1983, rising to 66.5% of 
capacity from 63.6% in the third quarter, 
while in the non-durable sector the 
increase was 0.9% to 78 5% from 77.8%. 

(Given the many conceptual and measu-
rement problems surrounding the notion of 
capacity utilization, the rates shown here 
are indicative of trends and cycles in the 
utilization of capital. The indicated level is 
only a statistical approximation and should 
be viewed as sur:h. Data are available on 
CANSIM from the first quarter of 1961 tothe 
current quarter by major manufacturing 
group according to the 1970 Standard 
Industrial Classil cation, with aggregates 
for durables, rr3n-durables and total 
manufacturing.) 

For further info, 'nation, contact D. Wallace 
or R. Landry (61(-995-8 152), Construction 
Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa KIA 0T6. 

Steel Ingots 
Preliminary estimates show Canadian pro-
duction of steel ingots climbed 43.7% in 
February 1984 to 1 209 912 tonnes from 
842 154 tonnes a year earlier. 

For further information, order the February 
1984 issue of Primary Iron and Steel (41-001. 
$2. 75/527.50). 

Help-wanted Index 
he Canada Help-wanted Index 

• 	hi =100). an indicator of the demand for 
ur, edged up slightly to 54 in February 

1984 from 52 in January on a seasonally 
idjusted basis. The Index was more than 

50% above the February 1983 level of 34, a 
low for that year. 

Regionally, the seasonally adjusted help-
wanted indexes increased from January to 
February in Ontario and the Prairie pro-
vinces, were little changed in Quebec and 
British Columbia and declined in the Atlan-
tic provinces. 

Department Store Sales 
Department stores in Canada had sales 
totalling $649.4 million in January 1984, an 
increase of 4.2% from a year earlier. 

Department store sales by regions for the 
latest month were as follows, with percen-
tage changes from January 1983 in 
brackets: 
• Ontario, $231 .2 million (+4.9%) 
• Quebec, $120.5 million (+6.0%) 
• Rritish Columbia, $112.4 million (+1.0%) 

,

• Alberta, $93.6 million (+1 .3%) 
• .ttlantic provinces, $38.2 million (+4.6%) 
• Manitoba, $325 million (+7.1%) 
• Saskatchewan, $21 .1 million (+1 1 .9%). 
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