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Canadian Trade

On a seasonally adjusted balance-o!-
payments basis. preliminary results indi-
catethat Canada’s total exports decreased
49% or $435 million to $8.4 billion in
February 1984, foliowing increases of $310
million in January, $15 million in December
and $805 million in November 1983.
Imports increased 7.8% or $5625 million to
$7 3 billion, after a decline of $140 million in
January and increases of $185 million in
December and $110in November 1983, As
a result, the merchandise trade surplus
dropped $965 million to $1.1 billion in
February, following an increase of $450 mil-
lion in January, a $170 million decline in
December and a $695 million increase in
iMovember 1983,
Growth in the short term trend for total
.:gmts. which accelerated with increases
moving up from 1.4% in August 1983 to
28% 'n November 1983, slowed with an
increase of 2.4% in December 1983. The
imports short term trend, which had recove-
red sooner and more strongly than total
exports with gains up from a 1.7% increase
tn May to one of 3.3% in August 1983. slo-
wed with the increases decelerating from
3.0% in September 1o 1.7% in December
1983. As a result, the trend for the mer-
chandise trade surplus, after an April/May
peak at $1.655 million, retracted by $290
million up to September and then turned up
again with increases of $60 million in Octo-
ber, $95 million in November and $80 mil-
lion in December 1983.

The targest decreases in value for
domestic exports (seasonally adjusted,
Customs basis) in February 1984 were for
passenger cars (down 16% or $200 million
to $1.070 million, tollowing increases of
$190 milion in January, $210 milon in
December 1983 and a $140 million
increase from August o November 1983)
and motor vehicle parts (down 13% or $130
million to $840 million, after increases of
$95 million in December, $60 million in
November, and $130 million in October
1983). Other large decreases were for
wheaai (down 30% or $120 million to $280
millioii. following a $65 million increase in

@usvy) and iron ores, concentrates and
soras (down 65% or $95 million to $50 mil-

llon, atter increases of $t5 million in
Jewary and $90 million in December
1983). Other decreases were for newsprint
(down 19% or $75 million to $310 million),
(continued on next page)
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LATEST MONTHLY STATISTICS

EMPLOYMENT, INCOME
Average Weekly Earnings ($) ............. ... Jan S99Mg
Labour Income (§ milion) ............ e Jan* 18.4558
Persons with Jobs (million) ................coov.. Mar * 10.60
WHEIRIEEE", . . Bl hioie oo s vsercrosstasnrnne Mar.* 1,541,000
INVENTORIES
Dapartmen: Store ($million) .......coeiinnnn.. Jan 3,058.2
Manutactumers' Owned (S million) .......oovvvnn... Jan 312176
ORDERS
Manutacturers’ New Orders ($ million) ............ Jan 17,7455
Manutacturers’ Unfilled Orders ($ million) ......... Jan. 20,8451
PRICES
Consumer Price Index (1981=100) ............... Feb 1209
New House Price Index (1981=100) .............. Feb.* 95.1
Raw Matenals Price Index (1977=100) .. Feb. 2156
Excl. coal, crude oil. nat. Qas ........c.covivenen.. Feb 1598
industry Selling Price index (1971=100) ........... Feb. 306.3
CONSTRUCTION
Building Permits (3 million) ........ccoveveennnnn. Jan 666.6
Housing Starts — Urban Centres (units) ........... Feb. 6.710
ENERGY
Coal Production (thousand tonnes) ............... Dec. 4 3N
Electricity Generation (terawatt hours) ............ Dec. 407
Natura! Gas Production (million cubic metres) ..... Nov. 87917
Petroleum Refining (million cubic metres) ......... Jan. 78
FOREIGN TRADE
Exports — Balance of Payments Basis ($ million) .. Feb* 8.462
Imports — Balance of Payments Basis ($ million) .. Feb* 7.259
PRODUCTION
Railway Carloadings (million tonnes) . ............. Feb. 18.7
Steel (ingots — thousand tonnes) ................ Mar.* 13367
SALES
Department Store Sales ($ million) ............... Feb.* 659.3
Manutacturers’ Shipmenis ($ million) ............. Jan. 17,0434
New Motor Vehicie Sales ($ million) .............. Feb.* 112086
Retail Sales (3 milion) . ...coviiiiiiiiiii ... Feb.* 77672

Statistics are in current dollars and are not seasonally adjusted.
* - new this week.
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woodpulp (down 21% or $75 million to $240
million, partly the resuit of the lockout in the
puip and paper industry in British Columbia)
and other transportation equipment inclu-
ding aircraft (down 23% or $55 million to
$190 million, following an $80 miilion
increase in January).

The only significant increase in February
was for oilseed exports (up 135% or $80
million to $145 million); most of this
increase was attributable to exports to
Europe.

The largest import increases were for
crude petroleum (up 61% or $120 miliion to
$320 million, following declines of $45 mil-
lion in January, $50 million in December
and $245 million in November 1983), pre-
cious metals (up 120% or $70 million to
$125 million, after a $50 million decline in
January) and petroleum and coal products
{(up 47% or $50 million to $160 million).

The largest decrease was for imports of
aircraft (down 38% or $70 million to $120
million, following a $60 million increase in
January).

For further information, order the February
1984 issue of Summary of External Trade (65-
00/, $3.30/833), or contact G. Blaney (613-
995-6305), Trade Information Unit, or Fran-
¢ois Bordé (613-995-6115), Trade Measures
and Analysis Section, External Trade Divi-
sion, Statistics Canada, Ottawa KIA 0T6.

Labour Income
Labour income for the month of January
1984 was estimated at $18,455 8 million, an
increase of $1,350.5 million or 7.9% from
January 1983

Adjusted for seasonal variation, wages
and salaries decreased by $156 million
between December 1983 and January
1984 10 $17.106.4 million

The estimates will be published in the
January-March 1984 issue of Estimates of
Labour Income (72-005, $5.55/$22.20). For
further information, contact G. Gauthier (613-
995-7165), Labour Income Section, Labour
Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A 0T6.

New Motor Vehicle Sales

Total retail sales of new motor vehicles
continued to climb at a rapid pace in
February 1984, increasing 49.8% over the
same month last year to 92,391 units. This
followed a strong 45.2% gain recorded in
January 1984,

Compared to February 1983, sales of
North American manutactured passenger
cars and commercial vehicles registered
notable increases in the latest month: pas-
senger car sales jumped 62.0% to 51,934
units and commercial vehicles 838.2% 10
19,442 units. Sales of overseas manufactu-
red passenger cars rose 8.8% from the
same month last year 1o 18,156 units and
commercial vehicles were up 6.8%10 2,853
units.

Total dollar value of all new motor vehi-
cles sold in February 1984 increased 64.6%
from a year earlier to $1,120.6 million. North
American passenger cars sold were valued
at $585.3 million (up 71.7% over the Same
month in the preceding year) and commer-
cial vehicles totalled $285.6 million (up
92.2%). Sales of overseas passenger cars
rose by 32.4% to $221.2 million, and those
of commercial vehicies were 15.8% higher
at $28.5 miliion.

All provinces registered higher sales (in
units) in February 18984 compared to the
same month a year earlier, with advances
ranging from +25.0% in Prince Edward
island to +71.0% in Quebec.

Cumulative total sales of all new passen-
ger cars and commercial vehicles for the
first two months of 13984 showed an
increase of 47 6% over the same period last
year and reached 169,351 units valued at
$2,044.2 million (up 62.1%).

Adjusted for seasonal fluctuations and
the number of trading days, preliminary
estimates of unit sales in February 1384 of
passenger cars built in North America
decreased 6.0% from January 1384,

For further information, order the February
1984 issue of New Motor Vehicle Sales (63-
007, $2.75/$27.50), or contact Jean-Pierre
Simard (613-996-9304), Retail Trade Section.
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Pension Plans
Almaost two million people were paida
total of $4.1 billion in Canada and
Quebec Pension Plans benefits in
1982-83. This compares with total
payments of $189.6 million made to
331,000 recipients in 1971-72.

Of the total amount paid in 1982~
83. some $2.6 billion went to benefi-
ciaries as retirement pensions.
$974.7 million as survivors' benefits
and $544.1 million as disability
benefits.

Canada and Quebec Pension
Plans, 1984 (catalogue 86-507;
Canada, $7; other countries: $8.40),
the third in a series of seven reports
on national social security programs,
traces these plans since their incep-
tion in 1965, reporting on contribu-
tions, investment and other income,
expenditures and fund balances,

Copies can be obtained from Publi-
cation Sales and Services, Statistics

Canada, Ottawa K1A 0T6, or any of the
Bureau's regional reference centres.

Retail Trade

Strong sales by car dealers in February
1984 contributed notably to a total retail
trade increase of 14.6% over the same
month last year. Total retail sales in

February 1984 reached $7,767.2 millioi: m.

current dollars, posting the highest gmin
since July 1981. Excluding the automu:iik:
group, retail sales showed a more conser-
vative 8.3% increase. Sales increases were
reported in February in every kind of
business covered, with the largest
advances for motor vehicle dealers
(+41.3%). garages (+22.5%) and household
furniture stores (+19.5%).

All provinces and territories showed
higher sales when compared to the same
month the previous year, with gains ranging
from +24.7% in Prince Edward Island to
+7.6% in Saskatchewan. At the metropoli-
tanarea level, salesimproved in all cities tor
which data are published.

Adjusted for seasonal fluctuations and
the number of trading days, retail sales of
$9.243.4 million in February decreased
0.5% from the preceding month's revised
total of $3,290.0 million.

For further information, order the February
1984 issue of Retail Trade (63-005,
$3.85/838.50), or contact Jean-Pierre Simard
(613-996-9304), Retail Trade Section, Mer-
chandising and Services Division.

Production of Raw Steel

Preliminary estimates show steel ingot pro-
ductionin Canadarose 24.1%to 1 336 738
tonnes in March 1984 from 1 076 ¥il
tonnes a year earlier.

For further information, order the March
1984 issue of Primary Iron and Steel (41-001,
$2.75/$27.50), or contact G.W. Barrett (13-
992-0388), Manufacturing and Primary Indus-
tries Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa
K1A 0T6.



New Housing Price Index

The New Housing Price Index (1981=100)
increased 0.2% in February 1984 to a level
2t 35.1 from 94.9 in January. This index of
MnMusing contractors’ selling prices now
siands 04% higher than its year-earlier
fevel of 94.7.

Between January 1984 and February
1984, the largest increase in new housing
prices was recorded for Saint John-
Moncton (4.4%), followed by London (2.7%)
and Ottawa-Hull (1.9%). Increases were
also registered for Kitchener (1.5%), Thun-
der Bay (1.5%), Montreal (1.1%), Quebec
City (0.8%), Winnipeg (0.5%), St. John's
(0.3%) and Windsor (0.3%). Decreased
prices were registered for Saskatoon
(-0.8%), Edmonton (-0.6%), Calgary (-0.5%)
and Toronto (-0.2%).

Between February 1983 and February
1984, the largest year-over-year increase
in new housing prices was posted for Saint
John-Moncton (12.9%). followed by
Ottawa-Hull (11.8%), Montreal (9.7%).
Windsor (7.7%), Thunder Bay (7.4%), Que-
bec City (6.5%), Winnipeg (5.4%), Kitche-
ner (5.3%) and London (5.1%). Lower year-
over-year increases, ranging between
1.7% and 4.8%, were recorded for St.
John's, Vancouver, St. Catharines-
Niagara, Regina and Hamilton. A signifi-
cant year-over-year drop in prices was
reqisteredfor Calgary (-11.4%), while smal-
l@r declines occurred in Edmonton (-3.6%),
Victoria (-2.8%), Saskatoon (-1.0%) and
Teronto (-0.5%).

For further information, order Construction
Price Statistics (62-007, $3.30/833), or
contact Prices Division (613-996-3744), Sta-
tistics Canada, Ottawa K1A OT6.

International Travel

Preliminary statistics for February 1984
show that the number of United States resi-
dents visiting Canada increased by 2 4%
from a year earlier to 1.5 million. Visitors
from countries other than the U.S. increa-
sed by 10.5%to 55,000. Canadianresidents
re-entering this country after visits to the
U.S. numbered 2.4 million, up 8.1% from
February 1983, while residents returning
from other countries increased by 29.4% to
166.000.

For the first two months of 1984, the inter-
national travel flows were as follows: a total
ot 2.9 million U.S. residents entered
Canada, down 1.4% from last year; visitors
from other countries increased by 11.6% 1o
112,000, Canadians returning from the U.S
numbered 5.0 million, up 7.3% from
January-February 1983, while Canadian
rg=2ntries from other countries increased
L 22 0% to 371.000.

For further information, order the February

¥ 1984 issue of International Travel — Advance

Information (66-002, $1.60/316), or contact
Paul L. Paradis {613-995-0847), internationai
Travel Section, Statistics Canada. Otrawa
KIA GTE.

Petroleum/Natural Gas
Production of crude oil and equivaient
hydrocarbons in December 1983 amount-
ed to 7 581.1 thousand cubic metres, up
3.6% from a year earlier. Exports climbed
22.6% to 1 522 8 thousand cubic metres,
while imports declined 5.0% to 900.8 thou-
sand cubic metres.

Production of natural gas amounted to
9 752.5 million cubic metres in December,
up 9.5% from December 1982. Exports rose
6.7% to 2 577 1 million cubic metres. Sales
in Canada jumped 25.5% to 5 713.5 million
cubic metres.

For the year 1983, production of crude oil
and equivalent hydrocarbons amounted to
83 933.4 thousand cubic metres, up 5.9%
fromthe 1982 level. Exports rose sharply by
37.2% to 17 015.3 thousand cubic metres,
while imports fell by 27.0% to 14 352.5
thousand cubic metres.

Production of natural gasin 1983 amoun-
ted to 83 311.2 million cubic metres, down
4 4% from 1982. Exports were down 9.2% to
20 169.4 million cubic metres. Sales in
Canada slipped 0.2% to 43 831.5 million
cubic metres.

For further information, order the Decem-
ber 1983 issue of Crude Petroleum and Natu-
ral Gas Production (26-006, $2.75/$27.50), or
contact Richard Godin (613-996-3139),
Energy Section, Manufacturing and Primary
Industries Division, Statistics Canada,
Ottawa K1A 0T6.

Department Store Sales
Department stores in Canada had sales
totalling $659.3 million in February 1984, an
increase of 9.1% from a year earlier. Cumu-
lative sales for January-February 1984
amounted to $1,308.7 million, up 6.6% from
the first two months of 1983.

Department store sales by regions for the
latest month were as follows, with percen-
tage changes from February 1983 in
brackets:
¢ Ontario, $232.3 million (+10.9%)
¢ Quebec, $122 .3 million (+158%)
® British Columbia, $112.1 million (-0.2%)
® Alberta, $95.6 million (+3.9%)
® Atlantic provinces, $42.2 million
(+18.9%)
® Manitoba, $33.1 million (+7.1%)
® Saskatchewan, $21.8 million (+20.0%).

Data users should note that the figures for
British Columbia include as weli those for the
Yukon and Northwest Territories. See the
February 1984 issue of Department Store
Sales by Regions (63-004. $1.60/816).

Telephone Systems:
Revenues/Expenses

Canada's 13 major telephone systems
reported revenues of $721.2 million in
January 1984, up 10.2% from a year earlier.
Operating expenses increased 11.8% over
the 12-month period to $507.4 million. Net
operating revenue at $213.8 million showed
an increase of 6. 7% from January 1983.

For further information, order the January
1984 issue of Telephone Statistics (56-002,
$1.60/816), or contact J.R. Slattery (613-996-
9271}, Transportation and Communications
Division, Statistizs Canada, Ottawa K1A 0T6.

Labour Force Activity

Canada’s seasonally adjusted unempioy-
ment rate continued to edge up in March
1984, moving to 11.4% from 11.3% in
February. The participation rate decreased
to 64.3% from 64.5% in the preceding
month and the employment/population
ratio moved down to 57 0% from 57.2%.

Employment for the week ending
March 17,1984 was at a seasonally adjust-
ed level of 10,873,000 persons, a decrease
of 31,000 from February. The decline in
employment was concentrated entirely
among males — specifically those in the 25
years of age and over group. The estimated
level of full-time employment was little
changed from that of February, but part-
time employment dropped by 20,000.
Employment declined by 17.000 in the
construction industry and marginally in the
trade and service industries. On a provin-
cial basis, emplcyment declined in Ontario
(-12.000) and Alberta (- 7,000) while increa-
sing in Quebec {+10,000).

Unemployment showed a marginal 4,000
increase in March to a total of 1,399,000
persons. Uneniployment increased by
16.000 for those aged 25 and over (by
10,000 for males and 6,000 for females) but
decreased by 12,000 for those aged 15 to
24, Provincially. unemployment rose by
14,000 in Ontario, by 4,000 in Saskatche-
wan and by 5000 in Alberta; in Quebec,
unemployment declined by 16,000.

Seasonally adjusted unemployment
rates for the provinces in March were as
follows, with February rates in brackets:
Newfoundland. 20.3% (19.8%); Prince
Edward Island, 12.5% (12.5%); Nova Scotia,
12.7% (13.2%). New Brunswick, 14.7%
(14.3%); Quebec, 13.0% (13.5%). Ontario,
9.4% (9.1%); Manitoba. 8.2% (8.5%); Sas-
katchewan, 8.4% (7.6%). Alberta, 10.7%
(10.3%) and British Columbia. 14.4%
(14.5%).

Unadjusted, the ievel of employment for
Canada in March 1984 was 10,595,000, an
increase of 286 000 (+2.8%) from a year
earlier. Unemplcymeni declined by 133,000
(-7.9%) to 1,541,000 from 1,674,000 over
the t2-month period. The unemployment
rate was 12.7% in the latest month, down
from 14.0% in March 1983, while the parti-
cipation rate was unchanged at 63.6% and
the employment /population ratio was up to
55.5% trom 54.7% in the preceding year.

For turther information, order the March
1984 issue of The Labour Force (71-001,
$3.85/838.50).

Restaurants/Caterers/Taverns
Prefiminary estinates for February 1984
show restaurant, caterer and tavern esta-
blishments in Canada had receipts totalling
$762.2 miilion, up 6.7% from February 1983.

Revised total receipts for January 1984
were $725.7 million. an increase of 3.9%
over January 1983

For further information on provincial totals
by kind of business and on chains versus
independents, order Restaurant, Caterer and
Tavern Statistics (63-011, $1.60/816).
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| Field Crop Reporting Series, No. 2, March Intentions of Principal Field Crop Areas, ]

{ Canada. 1984 22-002 $1.60/%16 $1.90/$19 |

| |
CANADIAN CENTRE FOR JUSTICE STATISTICS |
Crime and Traftic Enforcement Statistics, 1982 85-205 $11.10 $13.30
CANSIM
Canadian Statistical Review. March 1984 11-003E $3.80/$38.50 $4.60/%46 ‘
CENSUS
Agriculture: Evaluation of Data Quality. 1981 Census of Canada 96-918 $7.50 $9.50
Occupied Private Dwellings, Private Households, Census Families in Private Households,
Selected Characteristics, Newfoundland. 1981 Census of Canada 93-937 $9.50 $11.40
Occupied Private Dwellings, Private Households, Census Families in Private Households,
Selected Characteristics, Prince Edward Island. 1981 Census of Canada 93-938 $5.50 $6 60
Occupied Private Dwellings, Private Households, Census Families in Private Households,
Selected Characteristics, Yukon, 1981 Census of Canada 93-947 $4 $480 |
Population: Language, Ethnic Origin, Religion, Place of Birth, Schooling, Newfoundland, i
1981 Census of Canada 93-925 $7.50 $9 |
MANUFACTURING AND PRIMARY INDUSTRIES |
Canned and Frozen Fruits and Vegetables — Monthly, January 1984 32-011 $1.60/$16 $1.90/§14
Corrugated Boxes and Wrappers. February 1984 36-004 $1.60/$16 $1.90/%1%
Electric Power Statistics, December 1983 57-001 $275/$27.50 $3.30/$34
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i Gypsum Products, February 1984 44-003 $1.60/$16 $1.90/$19 |

| Hardware, Tool and Cutlery Manufacturers, 1982 41-208 $5 $6 |
Office and Store Machinery Manufacturers. 1982 42-216 $5 $6

‘[ Refined Petroieum Products. December 1983 45-004 $3.85/$38.50 $4.60/%46

| Rubber Products Industries, 1982 33-206 $5 $6

; Stocks of Frozen Meat Products, March 1984 32-012 $2.75/%27.50 $3.30/%33
MERCHANDISING AND SERVICES
Merchandising Inventories, January 1984 63-014 $2.75/$27.50 $330/%$33 |
PUBLIC FINANCE i
Canada and Quebec Pension Plans. 1984 86-507 $7 $8.40
TRANSPORTATION AND COMMUNICATIONS
Air Carrier Operations in Canada, October-December 1981 51-002 $6.65/$26.50 $7.95/%31.90
Service Bulletins |
Communications, Vol. 14, No. 1, Telecommunication Statistics, Fourth Quarter 1983 56-001 $1.60/%16 $1.90/%19
Rallway Transport,Vol. 14, No. 2, Railway Carloadings. January 1984 52-004 $1.60/%16 $1.90/$19
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