
LATEST MONTHLY STATISTICS %Charige 
Previous 	From Year 

EMPLOYMENT, INCOME Month Ago 
Average Weekly Earnings ($) 	.................... Feb. 399 29 400.20 
Labour Income j$  million) 	....................... Feb' 18,447 3 18,446.6 7.8 
Persons with Jobs (million) 	...................... Apr 1067 10.60 2.5 
Unemployed 	........................ ........... Apr' 1,468,000 1,541,000 -7.2 
INVENTORIES 
Department Store ($ million) 	..................... Feb. 3,146.5 3,058.2 17.1 
Manufacturers Owned ($ million) 	................ Feb. 31,550.4 31,227.3 2.0 
ORDERS 
Manufacturers' New Orders (S million) 	............ Feb. 17,846.3 17,659.3 19.2 
Manufacturers' Unfilled Orders ($ million) 	......... Feb. 21009.6 20,788.8 28.4 
PRICES 
Consumer Price Index (1981 = 100) 	............... Mar. 121.2 120.9 4.7 
New House Price Index (1981=100) 	.............. Mar. 95.3 951 0.7 
Raw Materials Price Index (1977=100) 	............ Mar. 2182 215.8 48 
ExcI 	coal, crude oil, nat. gas .................... Mar. 164.2 160.3 10.3 

Industry Selling Price Index (1971 =100) 	........... Mar. 3081 306.6 44 
CONSTRUCTION Year-to-date 
Building Permits ($ million) 	...................... Feb. 828.4 1,506.1 -0.6 
Housing Staris - Urban Centres (units) ........... Mar. 6,195 21,540 -8.6 
ENERGY 
Coal Production (thousand tonnes) 	............... Feb. 4 624 9 169 27.0 
Electricity Generation (terawatt hours) 	............ Feb. 362 77.7 10.3 
Natural Gas Production (million cubic metres) 	..... Jan. 10 482 10 482 5.8 
Petroleum Rehiring (million cubic metres) 	......... Mar.' 7 2. 22.6 7.7 
FOREIGN TRADE 
Exports -. Balance of Payments Basis ($ million) 	.. Mar 9.32)' 26,111 26.5 
Imports - Balariie of Payments Basis ($ million) 	.. Mar. 8,231 22,151 33.8 
PRODUCTION 
Railway Carloactings (million tonnes) ............. . Apr. 19.3 74.0 19.9 
Steel (inguls 	thousand tonnes) 	................ Apr.' 1 28t1 5 055 33.8 
SALES 
Department Store Safes ($ million) 	............... Mar. 806 2,115,4 5.0 
Manufacturers' Shipments ($ million) 	............. Feb. 17,625 .r 34,638.9 21.5 
New Motor Vehicle Sales ($ million) 	.............. Mar. 1,528 :i 3,572.5 48.9 
Retail Sales ($ million) 	.......................... Feb. 7,767 15,393.4 12.6 
Statistics are in current dollars and are not seasonally adjusted. 
* - new this week. 

Quarterly Estimates of Income and Expenditures 
of Trusteed Pension Funds 
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Source. Statistics Canada. Quarterly Estimates ul TrusteeU Pension Funds 74-001) 

May 18, 1984 

Income DistrIbutions, 1982 
F inal 1982 estimates from the Survey of 
Consumer Finances indicate that average 
family income in Canada (total money 
income, before taxes and deductions) was 
$32,981, 2% lower than in 1981 after adjus-
ting for inflation as measured by changes in 
the Consumer Price Index. This is the first 
time that real average family income has 
declined for two consecutive years since 
the early 1970s when the survey became 
annual. 

Highlights of the reporl Income Distribu-
tions by Size in Canada. 1982. include. 
• In 1982, families received on average 
79 6% of total money income from earnings, 
7 4 11/ from investment income, 10% from 

.'rnment transfer payments and 3% • other sources: 
• \erage incomes of elderly families 

ids 65 years of age and over) did keep 
with inflation, with a real increase from 

1981 of 55%10  $24,077 Factors contribu-
ting to this result were indexing of govern- 
ment transfer payments, higher returns on 
investment income and the growth of pri-
vate pension plans: 
• Average income of $17,143 for female 
single parent families was down 7% from 
1981 in real terms. Their income was less 
than one-half of the $37.1 57 average recei-
ved by families consisting of married cou-
ples with children. 

The 1982 data on earnings confirm that 
the economic recession during 1982 led to 
a drop in the level of real earnings (wages 
and salaries and/or net income from self 
employment): at $15,461 the average 1982 
earnings were down 4% from 1981 after 
adjusting for price increases. 
Statistics on Low Income 
Statistics on low income indicate that there 
was a significant increase in the incidence 

(continued on page 2) 

Trusteed Pension Funds 
The book value of assets held in trusteed 
H "isbn plans reached an estimated $82.6 

, in at the end of 1983. Total income of 
'se funds for I he fourth quarter amounted 

$4.1 billion, expenditures were $971 mil-
and cash flow for the period totalled 

ri.lriy $3.2 billion. 
For further information, order the fourth quar-
ter 1983 issue of Trusteed Pension Plans (74-
001, $2.751$11). 
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• 	Income Distributions, 1982 
of low income between 1981 and 1982: 
• In 1982, 3.9 million persons were low 
income unattached individuals or members 
of low income families, up 0.4 million from 
3.5 million persons in 1981. In other words, 
about one in six persons or 16.1% of the 
population was living below the low income 
cut-offs in 1982, compared to 14,7% in 
1981; 
• Of all children under 16 years of age, 
about one in every five was in a low income 
family; 
• Of all elderly individuals (65 years of age 
and over), aboul one in every four was in a 
low income situation. About three-quarters 
of these low income elderly persons were 
unattached individuals; 
• The percentage of families whose 
incomes were below the low income cut-
offs was 13.2% in 1982, up from 12.0% in 
1981: 
• All regions in Canada experienced an 
increase in the incidence of low income; 
• By head's age, elderly families (head 65 
years of age and over) experienced a 
reduction in the incidence of low income to 
f 1 .0% from 14.5%.  For families with heads 
less than 25 years of age, the incidence of 
low income increased to 28.4% from 22.7%; 
• Almost one in every two, or 47.0% of sin-
gle parent female-headed families were in a 
low income situation: 
• Among unattached individuals, the inci-
dence of low income at 37 4% remained 
virtually unchanged from 1981. The rate for 
the elderly unattached was much higher 
than that for the non-elderly under 65 years 
of age (562% versus 30.4%), a reverse 
situation from that observed for families 

For further in formation, order Income Dis-
tributions by Size in Canada. 1982 (13-207, 
Canada: $11.10; other countries: $13.30), or 
contact the Data Dissemination Unit (6 13-
996-5294), Consumer Income and Expendi-
lure Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa 
KM 0T6. 

Energy Supply-demand 
Final demand for energy in Canada during 
the first nine months of 1983 amounted to 
3 956 petajoules, down 8.0% from 4 272 
petajoules in January-September 1982 

The decrease reflected declines in all 
main sectors of consumption: residential 
and agricultural (-7.0%): commercial, other 
institutions and public administration 
(44%): industrial (-5.6%); and transporta-
tion (-8.2%). 

Primary production of energy during the 
first nine months of 1983 decreased frac-
tionally to 5 898 petajoules from 5 900 peta-
oules during January-September 1982. 
Energy Exports and Imports 
During the first nine months of 1983, energy 
exports reached 1 797 petajoules, up 6.1% 
from the year-earlier level while imports 
dropped 30.9% to 796 petajoules. 

For further in formation. order the third 
quarter 1983 issue of Quarterly Report on 
Energy Supply-demand in Canada (57-003, 
$6.651$26.60). or contact Don Wilson (6 13-
996-3 139), Energy Section. 

Urban Growth in Canada 
In the past decade, the distribution of 
Canada's population has been marked by a 
new trend' a decline in the proportion of the 
population classified as urban (to 75.7% in 
1981). This reversed the urbanization 
process of the previous 100 years, during 
which the urban population rose from 
1 9.6% in 1871 to 76.1% in 1971. Urban 
Growth in Canada (99-942, Canada: 
$5.50: other countries: $6.60) brings toge-
ther under one cover highlights of informa-
tion about these patterns of urban and rural 
growth. 

An examination of provincial urbanization 
rates shows they are falling in both the 
highly urbanized and the comparatively 
less urbanized provinces The Atlantic and 
Central provinces are losing urban popula-
tion to the Prairies, which in the late 1 970s 
exerted a strong pull on labour from other 
provinces. British Columbia is also expe-
riencing urban population decline, which 
may be due in part to the high cost of hou-
sing in some of its larger cities such as 
Vancouver and Victoria. 

Another aspect of urbanization is the 
proportions of the population which are 
found in large urban areas as compared 
with medium-sized or smaller ones and how 
these proportions have changed between 
1976 and 1981. Generally speaking, 
medium-sized areas (concentrations of 
30,000 to 99,999 inhabitants) have grown 
faster than very large or small ones. 

Urban Growth in Canada is a report 
which will help Canadians better unders-
tand the shifting patterns of population 
growth in urban and rural areas. In particu-
lar, teachers of urban geography and urban 
studies will find this a useful supplementary 
text. 

Copies of Urban Growth in Canada can be 
purchased by sending a cheque or money 
order payable to the Receiver Generalfor 
Canada to: Publication Sates and Services, 
Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A 0T6. 

Refined Petroleum Products 
and Natural Gas 
Sales of petroleum products by Canadi:ir 
refiners and major distributors diii 
March 1984 amounted to 6 633 200 Ci; 

metres, up 5.0% from 6 315 000 cubs, 
metres in March 1983. Sales of the main 
products were as follows with percentage 
changes from the year-earlier period in 
brackets: motor gasoline, 2 645 800 cubic 
metres (+2.9%); diesel fuel, 1 116 300 
cubic metres (+15.4%); light fuel oil, 
1 203 100 cubic metres (+18.3%) and 
heavy fuel oil, 635 300 cubic metres 
(-5.5%). Production of petroleum products 
by Canadian refiners in the latest month 
amounted to 7 280 685 cubic metres, up 
6.2% from March 1983.   

For the first three months of 1984, sales of 
refined petroleum products amounted to 
19 686 439 cubic metres, up 2.5% from the 
level recorded during the same period of 
1983.   Year-to-date production of petroleum 
products by Canadian refiners amounted to 
22 644 780 cubic metres, up 7.7% from 
January-March 1983. 
Natural Gas 
Sales of natural gas by main distributors 
during March 1984 amounted to 5 083 408 
thousand cubic metres, up 11.8% from 
March 1983. On the basis of rate structure 
information, sales were broken down as lii 
lows with percentage change from 
year-earlier period in brackets: reside' 
sales, 1 521 249 thousand cubic me 
(+12.2%): commercial sales, 1 255 
thousand cubic metres (+8.3%) and md. 
trial sales, 2 306 368 thousand cubs. 
metres (+13.4%). 

For the first three months of 1984, sales of 
natural gas amounted to 16 577 391 thou-
sand cubic metres, up 14.0% from January-
March 1983. 

For further information, order the March 
1984 issue of Refined Petroleum Products 
(45-004, $3.701$37), and Gas Utilities (55-002, 
$2. 75/$27. 50). 
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Labour Force Activity 

A Profile of Canadian 
Agriculture 

Now available is a publication that 
graphically highlights 1981 Census 
of Agriculture results - comparing 
and contrasting them to data from 
past agricultural censuses and sur-
veys - to provide an overview of 
Canadian agriculture from 1901 to 1981. 

Copies of A Profile of Canadian 
Agriculture (96-920; Canada; $12; 
other countries; $14.40) containing 
58 charts and 19 maps in full colour 
are available from Publication Sales 
and Services or any of the Bureau's 
regional reference centres. Further 
information is available from Rick 
Burroughs or Paul Walker 
(61 3-995-4936). 

1A*

i 

Farms, by Province 
The number of farms in Canada is estima-
ted to have declined slightly by 0.5% to 
315,130 in 1983 from 316,770 in 1982. 

In most provinces, farm numbers in 1 98 
were unchanged, or down from the 1982 
levels. New Brunswick - where farm num-
bers increased to 4100 from 4,000 - was 
the exception. 

The number of farms has been decrea-
sing since 1941, when the Census of Agri-
culture showed there were 732,832 farms in 
Canada. 

For further information, contact Elizabeth 
Leckie (613-995-4895), Agriculture Statistics 
Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A 0T6. 

Farm Prices 
The Canada index number olfarm prices of 
agricultural products (1971 = 100) for March 
1984 was 295.3, up 0.3% from the February 
level of 294 3 and 2.8°/o higher than the 
March 1983 number of 287.3. 

Further information is available from Peter 
Lys (613-995-4895). 

Canada's seasonally adjusted unemploy-
ment rate was 11.4% in April 1984, unchan-
ged from the March level. The participation 
rate increased to 64.4% from 64.3% in the 
preceding month and the employment/po-
pulation ratio moved up to 57.1% from 
57.0%. 

Employment for the week ending April21 
was an estimated 10,903,000 persons, an 
increase of 25,000 over the level recorded 
in March. The increase was limited to males 
aged 25 years and over, with virtually no 
change in levels for females or for males 
aged 15 to 24. Employment rose by 25,000 
in the construction industry, while there was 
a 13,000 decline in finance, insurance and 
real estate. On a provincial basis, employ -
ment increased in Ontario (+27,000), New 
Brunswick (+3,000 and Manitoba (+5.000), 
but decreased in Alberta (-17,000) and 
Quebec (-12,000). 

Unemployment at 1,397,000 in April was 
virtually unchanged from March. Unem-
ployment increased by 13,000 among the 
15 to 24 yea r-olds md declined by 15,000 
for those aged 25 and over. Provincially, 
declines in the numoer of unemployed were 
registered in Orrtarj (-1 3,000) and Saskat-
chewan (4,000), while unemployment 
levels increased in British Columbia 
(+1 3,000) and Nova Scotia (+3,000). 

Seasonally adlusted unemployment 
rates for the provinces in April were as fol-
lows, with March rates in brackets New-
foundland, f 9.6% (20.3%), Prince Edward 
Island, 13.9% (12.5%); Nova Scotia, 13.4% 
(12.7%); New Brunswick. 14.2% (14.7%); 
Quebec. 13.2% (13.0%); Ontario, 9.1% 
(9.4%); Manitoba, 8 0% (8.2%); Saskatche-
wan, 7.6% (8.4%), Alberta, 110%(10.7%) 
and British Columbia. 15.1% (14.4%). 

Unadjusted, the level of employment for 
Canada in April 1984 was 10,670,000, an 
increase of 260,000 (+2.5%) from a year 
earlier. Unemployment decreased by 
114,000 (-7.2%) over the 12-month period 
to 1,468,000 from 1,582,000. The unem-
ployment rate was 121°/n in the latest 
month, down from 1 3.2% in April 1983, while 
the participation rate dipped to 63.5% from 
636% and the employment/population 
ratio moved up to 55.9% from 55.2% in the 
preceding year. 

For further infor,nation, order the April 
1984 issue of The Labour Force (71-001, 
$3. 85/$38.50). 

Railway Carloadings 
Revenue freight loaded by railways in 
Canada in March 1984 totalled 18.9 million 
tonnes, an increase of 9.8% from a year 
earlier. 

Commodities registering notable 
changes in volumes loaded in the latest 
month were: wheat (-39 4%); iron ore and 
concentrates (+13 3%); coal (+55.6%) and 
copper-nickel ores and concentrates 
(+3486%) 

Total loadings in Canada during January-
March 1984 showed an increase of 19.9% 
from the 1983 period. 

I abour income for the month of February 
984 was estimated at $1 8447.3 million, an 

r',ise of $1,332.6 million or 7.8% from 

S u'ary 1983. 
Aijsted for seasonal variation, wages 

I alaries decreased by $0.9 million bet-
v'nr I January 1984 and February 1984 to 

7,099.7 million 
The estimates will be published in the 

January-March 1984 issue of Estimates of 
Labour Income (72-005, $5.551$22.20). 

Security Transactions 
Foreign investors increased sharply their 
holdings of outstanding Canadian securi 
ties in March 1984, giving rise to a net capi-
tal inflow of $340 million. This contrasted 
with a net outflow of $58 million in February 
Heavy foreign buying of long-term federal 
and provincial bonds produced a net inflow 
of $312 million in the current month, brin-
gingto over $500 million the net inflow from 
bond trading in the first quarter of the year 
The investment in bonds was widespread 
geographically, and included substantial 
purchases by residents of the United 
States, who had been reducing their hol-
dings over much of the previous two years. 
This renewed interest corresponded with a 
rise of some 40 basis points (in favour of 
Canada) in the long-term interest differen-
tial between Canadian and the United 
States government bond yields. A net inflow 
if S8 million was recorded from trading in 
ulstanding Canadian equities with non- 

S r.sidents, compared to a net outflow (disin-
'tment) of $135 million in February. 
-'urchases by residents of outstanding 
L'ign securities produced a net outflow of 

$169 million in March. Canadians increa-
sed their holdings of foreign equities by 
$264 million during the month, but reduced 
their investment in foreign bonds - largely 
United States government issues - by 
nearly $100 million. The bulk of the invest-
ment in outstanding equities continued to 
be directed to the United States. 

For further information, order the March 
1984 issue of Security Transactions with Non-
residents (67-002, $2. 751$27.50), or contact 
John Motala (613-996-2545). 

CPI Kit 
For high schools, Statistics Canada 
has developed a Consumer Price 
Index Teaching Kit priced at $29.95 
that is designed to provide students 
with a solid understanding of why the 
CPI is so important. 

Developed in response to interest 
from teachers who were looking for 
resource materials on the CPI, pos-
ters and colour transparencies of 
graphs and tables are included with 
inpics for discussion and student 
..' iksheets plus a long term class 

ject in which students calculate a 
Student Price Index based on the 
changing prices of items they are 
likely to buy for themselves. 
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