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Unemployment Insurance

Unemployment insurance benefits paid oul
to claimants in April 1984 totalled $889 mil-
lion, down 6% from March and 5% less than
the $337 million paid out in April 1983
Benefits for the first four months of 1984
amounted to $3.85 billion, down 7% from:
the same period in 1983 the number oi
weeks of benefit declined by 12% in tha
1984 period while the average weekly
benefit increased 4% to $162 07

Claimants drawing unemployment insu-
rance benefits for the week ended April 21
numbered 1,307,000. down 3% from March
and 10% fewer than the April 1983 count ot
1,458,000 beneficiaries.

Clairns received from persons seeking
unemployment insurance benefits in Aprii

| ptallad 227,000, down by about 8% from
2 i the previous month and the same

manil a year earlier. Claims for the first four
monihs of 1984 numbered 1.12 million. 3%
fewer than in the January-April 1983 period

For further intormation, order the April-
June 1984 issue of Statistical Report on the
Operation of the Unemployment Insurance
Act (73-001, $6.65/826.60), or contact H.
Stiebert (613-995-7165 extension 238).
Labour Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa
K1A OT6.

Gross National Product

Gross National Product at market prices
rose 2.1% in the first quarter of 1984 to a
level of $411.6 billion, seasonally adjusted
at annual rates. After allowing for a 1.3%
increase in overall prices. real GNP increa-
sed 0.8%. down shghtly from the 1.2%
increase of the fourth quarter of 1983 Real
GNP is now about 1.0% above the level
recorded at the peak of economic activity in
the second quarter of 1981.

The major source of growth in the quarter
was merchandise exports, up 89% in
volume terms. This growth reflected to a
large degree the continuing expansion of
ihea LS. economy and marks the second
comgacutive quarter that a strong U.S. eco-

my has had a major influence on Cana-
an growth through export demand. The

im@sct of the auto industry on the economy
WS pervasive as motor vehicle production
&t sales played dominant roles in exports,
Imports, consumer spending and inventory

(continued on next page)

LATEST MONTHLY STATISTICS % Change
Previous From Year
EMPLOYMENT, INCOME Manth Ago
Average Weekly Eamings (3) .................... Apr.* 39879 399.78 38
Labour Income ($ million) ....................... Feb 18447 3 18.446.6 78
Persons with Jobs (million) ...................... May 11.01 1067 2.2
DR RS R ol S W e e May 1,460,000 1,468,000 -28
INVENTORIES
Department Store (S million) ......coevvvvvvnnnnn.. Apr. 36049 33984 138
Manufacturers’ Owned ($ million) ................ Apr. 32,3433 321615 49
ORDERS
Manufacturers’ New Orders ($ million} ............ Apr 18,6540 19,830.0 158
Manufacturers' Unfilled Orders ($ million) ......... Apr. 215464 212586 319
PRICES
Consumer Price Index (1981=100) ............... May 121.7 12155 48
i New House Price Index (1981=100) .............. Apr 955 953 11
Raw Materials Price Index (1977=100) ............ May* 2180 2184 32
Exct. coal, crude ol nal. gas .......c.ceevennn... May* 164.0 1648 66
Industry Selling Price Index (1971=100) ........... May*® 3106 3103 41
CONSTRUCTION Year-to-dale
Building Permits (§ million) ...................... Mar. 960 5 2.479.1  -15.5
Housing Starts — Urban Centres {units) . .......... Apr. 9,051 30,591 -15.0
ENERGY
Coal Production (thousand tonnes) ............... Apr. 4275 18 170 28.5
Eiectricity Generation (terawatt hours) ............ Apr. 334 149.8 9.7
Nalural Gas Praduction (million cubic metres) ..... Apr. 72 32.5 .1
Petroleum Refining (million cubic metres) ......... Apr. 59 28.7 8.6
FOREIGN TRADE
Exports — Balance of Payments Basis ($ million) .. Apr. 9152 35,256 26.4
imports — Balance of Payments Basis ($ million) .. Apr 7815 29,896 32.4
PRODUCTION
Railway Carloadings (milliontonnes) .............. May* 22.5 965 207
Steel (ingots — thousand tonnes) ................ May 1294 6345 389
SALES
Department Store Sales ($ million) ............... Apr 8427 2,958.1 6.0
Manufacturers' Shipments ($ million) ............. Apr 18.366.2 72,4922 18.5
New Motor Vehicle Sales ($ million) .............. Apr. 14714 5,043.9 38.4 ]
Retail Sales (§ million) ........ccooveviiiuiannn.. Apr. 91738 33,716.8 10.8 |
Statistics are in current dollars and are not seasonaily adjusted. [
| * - new this week. }
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...Gross National Product

accumulation and were of major impor-
tance in profit growth of non-financial cor-
porations. Final domestic demand advan-
ced 0.6% with increases in all of the major
components.

Highlights of the first quarter:

® The deficit on goods and services rose to
$0.8 billion from $0.6 billion, seasonally
adjusted at annual rates. The merchandise
trade balance increased by $0.6 billion to
$17.7 billion at annual rates but the non-
merchandise deficit increased by a slightly
greater amount.
® Real expenditures on business invest-
ment in plant and equipment increased
1.3% in the quarter. The machinery and
equipment component advanced 1.9%. a
continuation of the ypturn which had com-
menced in mid-1983. The increase in non-
residential construction was more mode-
rate, andincluded growth in both structures
and engineering projects.
® Real residential construction was vir-
tually unchanged following the sharp
decline of the fourth quarter of 1983. The
volume of spending on new dwelling
construction fell further, as housing starts
have remained fairly weak following the
large reduction in mid-1983. This lower
spending on construction was offset by the
growth In real estate commissions genera-
ted in an active market for resale homes
during the quarter.
® Business inventory accumulation mode-
rated to about two-thirds the rate of the
fourth quarter of 1983. In contrast to the
widespread nature of the fourth quarter
accumulation, automotive products held by
retailers predominated in the first quarter.
There was also some rebuilding of petro-
leum inventories. while stocks of wood and
paper were reduced due to the interruption
of production caused by labour disputes in
British Columbia.
¢ The volume of personal expenditure rose
0.5%in the first quarter, down fromthe 0.9%
increase n the previous quarter Strong
growth in demand for durable goods was
almost entirely autos and auto related, as it
was in the fourth quarter of 1983.
¢ | abour income growth slowed to a 0.8%
increase in the first quarter, down from 1.0%
in the fourth quarter of 1983, reflecting a
slower pace of employment growth. A rise
in personal expenditure in excess of
income growth reduced the personal
saving rateto 11.7% from the previous quar-
ter's 12.6%.
e Corporate profits rose 8.0% compared to
2.6% in the fourth quarter. Profit growth of
financial corporations was strong while a
moderate rate of increase prevailed for
non-financial corporations for the second
consecutive quarter. Within these corpora-
tions, the main impetus to profit growth was
the automabile industry.

For further information, order the firstquar-
ter 1984 issue of National Income and Expen-
diture Accounts (13-001, $6.65/$26.60), or
contact the Gross National Product Division
(613-995-0601), Statistics Canada, Ottawa
K1A 0T6.

(Data Seasonally Adjusted at Annual Rates)
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Employment/Earnings
Preliminary estimates show employment at
Canada industrial aggregate level increa-
sed by 2.2% from March to April 1984. All
industries registered higher employment
except forestry. All provinces and territories
contributed to the overall increase except
the Northwest Territories.

Average weekly earnings at the Canada
industrial level decreased by 0.2% to
$398.79 in April from $399.78 in March.
Lower weekly earnings were recorded in
mining, manufacturing, construction and
trade while the remaining industries show-
ed increases. All provinces and territories
posted lower earnings except Newfound-
land. New Brunswick, Saskatchewan and
British Columbia which showed increases.

Detailed information for March and April
will be published in the April 1984 issue of
Employment, Earnings and Hours (72-002,
$5.55/855.50), or may be obtained by calling
the Labour Division (613-995-7165).

Published by the Federal and Media Rela-
tions Division. Statistics Canada

Senior Editor Greg Thomson
{613-993-7444)

Editor Brian Huggins (613-993-7644), 3C.
RH. Coats Building. Tunney's Pasture,
Ottawth K1A 076
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Published under the authonity of the Minister
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Government Employees
Employees of the federal government
(includingmembers of the Canadian Armed
Forces) and government! enterprises num-
bered 585,367 as of March 1984, an overall
increase of 3,787 (0.7%) from March 1983.
General government employees increased
by 5.867 (1.3%), while those in government
enterprises declined by 2,080 (-2.1%)

The major portion of the increass in
general government employment ir: i -
latest period was due to higher levals ll'.
National Defence and the Royal Cansdian
Mounted Police along with increased 2tim
employment in the Canada Post Corpara-
tion; these increases were partly offset by
decreases in a number of departments,
principally Employment and Immigration
and Veterans Affairs. The decline in
government enterprise employment was
due largely to layoffs over the year by Petro-
Canada, Canadair Limited, Air Canada and
de Hawvilland Aircraft of Canada Limited,

Gross payrolls (including overtime and
retroactive payments) for January-March
1984 totalled $3.984.5 million, an increase
of $305.0 million (8.3%) oversthe corres-
ponding quarter in 1983

The January-March 1984 issue of the publi-
cation Federal Government Embloyment (72-
004, $5.55/$22.20) will be released at a later
date. Questions pertaining to the data should
bedirectedto T. Moore or M. Fathy (613-995-
8201), Public Finance Division, Stalistics
Canada, Ottawa K1A 0T6.

Oil Pipeline Transport

Net receipts of crude oil, condensates, pen-
tanes plus, iquefied petroleum gases and
petroleum products through Canadian ol
pipelines during April 1984 climbed 18 4%
to 11 513 269 cubic metlres HLom

9 727 922 cubic metres a year earlier .

For turther information, order the Aprii
1984 issue of Oil Pipeline Transport (55-001.
$2.75/827.50), or contact Richard Godin (613-
996-3139), Manufacturing and Primary Indus-
tries Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa
K1A 0T6.




Foreign Trade/Automotive

Canada posted a $1,085 muliion surplus in
trade in automaotive products with the Uni-
twm States in the first quarter of 1984, up
$265 million from the $820 million surplus
fmzorded in the first quarter of 1983. Cana-
¢&'s surplus on trade in cars increased by
$530 million and that on trucks and other
fmitor vehicles rose by $225 million in the
latest quarter; these gains were partly offset
by a $475 million widening of the deficit on
trade in parts.

The increased surplus on trade in auto-
motive products during January-March
1984 reflected a general expansion of trade
in this area: exports of automotive products
rose 51 6% or $2,360 million from the 1983
level to $6,935 million and imports were up
55.8% or $2,095 million to $5.850 million. All
categories of exporls showed similar
growth, with automotive parts — up 61.4%
or $870 million — showing the sharpest
percentage increase. In the import catego-
ries. passenger cars were up 45.2%, trucks
and other motor vehicles rose 119.1%,
automolive parts increased 53 6% andtires
and tubes were up 127 3%,

Trade with Overseas Countries
Canada's deficit on trade in automctive
products with overseas countries almost
doubled, rising to $665 million in the first
quarter of 1984 from $345 million in the
January-March 1983 period.

The $320 million rise in the deficit in the
lsimst period reflected a 653% rise in
jmports compared to an 89% rise in
A% 0ns,

~or further information, contact Gordon
Blaney (613-995-6305), Trade Information
Unit, or Frangois Bordé (613-995-6115).

Wholesale Trade

Wholesale merchants’ sales in Aprit 1984
conlinued to increase sharply, advancing
13.5% over the same period last year.

In April 1984, all trade groups recorded
sales increases from a year earlier except
household furniture and furnishings
(-0.6%). The most notable gains were repor-
ted by wholesalers of metal and metal pro-
ducts (+35 3%). motor vehicles and acces-
sories (+25.7%), machinery and equipment,
n.es. (+22.0%) apparel and dry goods
(+17.7%) and paper and paper products
(+16.0%). AIl provinces posted sales
increases from a year earlier.

Cumulative sales by wholesale mer-
chants for the first four months of 1984 were
up 15.5% over the January-April 1983
period.

Inventories

Wholesale merchants’ inventories in April
1384 increased by 4.2% from the corres-
aending period in 1983

The ratio of inventories to sales at the end
laApril 1984 was 1.76:1, down from 1.86:1 a
y@ar earlier.

For turther information, order the April
1984 issue of Wholesale Trade (63-008.
$1.60/816), or contact B. Marois (613-996-
9307 ). Wholesale Trade Section.

Lawyer's Guide
to the CPI

The iegal profession in Canada is
increasingly compelled to deal with
the problem of inflation and its impact
on dollar values in long-term legal
agreements such as child suppor
agreements and contracts for
services.

To assist lawyers using Consumer
Price Index data for this purpose, Sta-
tistics Canada is releasing A
Lawyer's Guide to the Consumer
Price Index. The booklet explains
key concepts of the CPl, demons-
trates how to calculate rates of price
change from index data and outlines
important considerations for lawyers
using CPI data to index dollar values
in long-term agreements.

Copies of this publication are avai-
lable free of charge from Statistics
Canada’s regional offices or from the
Central inquiries Service, Statistics
Canada. Ottawa K1A 0T6.

Telecommunications Carriers

Teleglobe Canada and CNCP Telecom-
munications reported revenues totalling
$136.7 million for the first quarter of 1984,
up 14.0% from January-March 1983, Ope-
rating expenses climbed 32 5% over the 12
months to $101.1 million. Net operating
revenue at $35.6 million was down from
$43.6 million in the first quarter of 1983.
For turther information, order the Commu-
nications Service Bulletin, Telecommunica-
tions Statistics, First Quarter 1984 (56-001.
$1.60/816), or contact J.R. Siattery (613-996-
9271), Transportation and Communications
Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A 0T6.

Raw Materials Price Index

The Raw Maternials Price Index (1977=100)
decreased 0.2% in May 1984 to a prelimi-
nary 218.0 from the revised April level of
218.4. The main contributions to the May
decline came from the component indexes
for vegetable products (-1.9%) and non-
ferrous metals (-1 .8%).

Over the 12-month period between May
1983 and May 1984, the Raw Materials
Price Index increased 3 2%, down slightly
from the 3.4% annual rise registered in April.
The Raw Materials Price Index excluding
coal, crude oil, and natural gas posted its
first monthly decline (-0.5%) in six months
and now stands 6.6% above the May 1983
level.

The vegetable products component
index declined 1 9% in May. but remained
17.4% higher than its level of a year earlier.
The decrease for the month was chiefly
caused by a 20.6% plunge in prices of fresh
vegetables. Raw sugar prices, which fell
6.6%. also contributed to the downward
movement. The index decline for the month
was limited by the partly otfsetting impact of
price increases for oilseeds (+13.6%),
grains (+1.2%), and fresh fruit (+6.2%).

The non-ferrous metals index declined
1.8% in May and was up only 1.0% from the
year-earlier level Copper prices dropped
7.0% and were down 17.7% from the level of
12 months earlier

Cattle and calf prices turned down in May
(-0.6%) after seven consecutive months of
increases. This factor helped limit the ani-
mal and animal products index increase to
0.2% in May.

For further information, order the May 1964
issue of Industry Price Indexes (62-011,
$3.85/838.50), or contact the Infarmation Unit
(613-995-5738), Prices Division, Statistics
Canada, Ottawa K1A 0T6.

1971-1981",

Labour Force Participation of Wives

The unprecedented and largely unanticipated economic develspments of the 1970s
and early 1980s worked their way down tothe family level, where they were manifes-
ted in higher mortgage and consumer loan rates. increased home heating CoSts,
declining purchasing power of pensions, higher transportation costs, growing pro-
perty taxes and expanding shelter costs in general.

“Canadian Husband-Wife Families: Labour Force Participation and Intome Trends
an article in the May issue of The Labour Force (71-00t,
$3.85/$38.50). points out that at least partly in response to these pressures, the
labour force participation of wives, and therefore the share o! total family income
provided by wives rose 10 28.1% in 1981 from 25.2% in 1971. Aithough the wives’
share is still proportionately small, their contributions make a corisiderable difference
in family income levels. Throughout the 1970s. increases in husbands' income, after
adjustments for inflation, gradually declined until 1979-1981, when a decrease in
average real income occufred. Without the increasing contribution of wives, the
family income position would have deteriorated considerably.,

One of the most striking phenomena noted in the paper is the rapid decline of the
husband's role as the single source of family income. in 1971, over one-third (34.7%)
of ail husband-wite families depended exclusively on the husband's income. By 1981,
this proportion had fallen to about one-sixth (1 7.5%). The strains generated by shifts in
family power and the effect of changing family role definitions brought about by recent
economic change have yet to be fully examined.

For further information, contact Dr. E. Pryor (613-995-4382). Director-General,
Census and Household Statistics Branch, Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A 0T6.




QTATIQTV S CANADA LIBRARY

i

1010728644

IR

THESE PUBLICATIONS RELEASED JUNE 22 — 28

Cata-
logue
AGRICULTURE STATISTICS A
Cereals and Oilseeds Review. April 1984 22-007
Fruit and Vegetable Production, June 1984 22-003
Index Numbers of Farm Prices of Agricultural Products, April 1984 62-003
BUSINESS FINANCE
Cheques Cashed. Apri 1984 61-001
CURRENT ECONOMIC ANALYSIS
Current Economic Analysis, April 1984 13-004E
EXTERNAL TRADE
Exports by Commodities April 1984 65-004
FINANCIAL FLOWS AND MULTINATIONAL ENTERPRISES
Travel Batwoa: Cagada seat Othar Counties, Janumy-Reich o8 S804
LABOUR
Preliminary Ui stoyegod lesosancs Stallstics, =aaibay 3 3804 T30 0
MANUFACTURING AND PRIMARY INDUSTRIES
Confectionery. Quarter Ended March 1984 32-027
Construction Type Plywood, April 1984 35-001
Gas Utilities. February 1984 55-002
Inventories, Shipments and Orders in Manufacturing Industries, March 1984 31-001
QOils and Fats. April 1984 32-006
Particleboard, Waferboard and Hardboard. April 1984 36-003
Pharmaceuticals, Cleaning Compounds and Toilet Preparations, 1982 46-223
Primary lron and Steel. April 1984 41-001
Production and Shipments of Steel Pipe, Tubing and Fittings. Aprii 1984 41-011
Production, Sales and Stocks of Major Appliances, April 1984 43-010
Refined Petroleum Products. March 1984 45-004
Steel Wire and Specitied Wire Products. April 1984 41-006
MERCHANDISING AND SERVICES
Merchandising Inventories, March 1984 63-014

In Canada:
Price per
issue/year

$2.75/%$27.50
$2.75/%$27.50
$1.60/%16

$160/816

$275/%27 50

$5.55/855.50

Gy P
R O e i T

$2.75/%11
$160/%16
$2.75/$27.50
$3.85/838.50
$160/816
$160/$16
$6.65
$2.75/827.50
$160/%16
$1.60/%16
$3.85/$38.50
$1.60/%t6

$2.75/827.50

Elsewhere:
Price per
issue/year

$3.30/8$33
$3.30/8%33
$1.90/819

$1.90/819

$3.30/%33

$6 65/$66.50

a0/ and

N e

$3.30/$13.20
$1.90/%19
$3.30/$33
$4.60/%46
$1.90/%19
$1.90/%19
$7.95
$3.30/8$33
$1.90/%$19
$1.90/%19
$4.60/%46
$1.90/819

$3.30/%33

These publications can be purchased by writing to Publication Sales and Services, Room 1710, Main Buiiding, Statistics Canada, Ottawa
K1A 0T6. Please enclose cheque or money order payabie to the Receiver General for Canada and provide full information on publications

required (number, title, issue).

Pubiications can also be ordered through Statistics Canada’s offices in St. John's, Halifax, Montreal, Ottawa, Sturgeon Falis, Toronto,
Winnipeg, Regina, Edmonton and Vancouver, or from bookstore agents or other booksellers.

7-1400-503




