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Canada’s Merchandise Trade
On a seasonally adjusted balance-of-
payments basis, preliminary results show
that Canada'’s total exports slipped 0.6% or
$60 million to $9 5 billion in June 1984, fol-
lowing a $650 million increase in May and a
$400 milion decline in April. Imports fell
6.0% or $475 million to $7.4 billion after
increasing $680 million in May and decrea-
sing $650 million in April. As a result, the
merchandise trade surplus expanded by
$415 millionto arecord high of $2.1 billion in
June 1984, following a $30 million contrac-
tion in May and a $250 million increase in
April. (The previous record level for the
merchandise trade surplus was $2.0 billion,
posted in September 1982.)
For the first six months of 1984, total
Bxpoils rose by 26.4% or $11.4 billion to
.5-!.‘:3 billion, and total imports climbed by
32.8% or $11.1 billion to $44 9 billion. This
resulted in @ merchandise trade surplus for
January-June 1984 of $9.9 billion, up $355
million from the corresponding period last
year.

In the second quarter of 1984, total
exports rose 4.5% or $1.2 billion to $28.0
billion, following increases of $2.0 billion in
the first quarter of 1984 and $2.1 billion in
the fourth quarter of 1983. imports edged up

(continued on page 2)

Department Store Sales

Department stores in Canada had sales

totalling $941.3 miillion in June 1984, up

2.3% from a year earlier. Cumulative sales

for the first six months of 1984 reached

$4.827.2 million, an increase of 6.0% over

the January-June 1983 period
Department store sales by regions for the

latest month were as follows, with percen-

tage changes from June 1983 in brackets:

e Ontario, $348.6 million (+3.2%)

e Quebec, $178.3 million (+7.8%)

e British Columbia, $144 .5 million (-4 8%)

e Alberta, $124.8 million (-2.1%)

® Atlantic provinces, $66.5 million {+2.9%)

® Manitoba, $49.3 million (+6.5%)

e Saskatchewan, $29.5 million (+9.7%).

Data users should note that the British

olumbia figures include as well those for the
Yukon and Northwest Territories. See the
June 1984 issue of Department Store Sales by
Regtons (63-004, $1.60/816), or for further
information, contact the Merchandising and
Services Division (613-990-9665), Statistics
Canada, Ottawa K1A OT6.
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LATEST MONTHLY STATISTICS

% Change
Previous  From Year
EMPLOYMENT, INCOME Month Ago
Average Weekly Earnings ($) .................... May 40197 39969 40
WlabouRlgBemedSimilian) ... .. 5. . oo o ie e Apr. 18,693.0 18,4475 559
Persons with Jobs (million) ...................... June 1532 1101 2.2
LRIETTE D 72l g e e s A AP (U P June 1,362,000 1,460,000 -66
INVENTORIES
Department Store ($million) .............oooien, May 33419 3.6049 6.1
Manutacturers’ Gwned ($ million) ................ May 32,6095 32,4713 82
ORDERS
Manufacturers’' New Orders ($ million) ............ May 20,349 4 18,4820 187
Manutacturers’ Untilled Orders ($ million) ......... May 21,9770 21,4766 343
PRICES
Consumer Price Index (1981=100) ............... June 1222 124.7 41
New House Price Index (1981=100) .............. . June 953 955 08
Raw Materials Price Index (1977=100) ............ June 2170 2179 6.7
Exclicoal, cride Gl nat. gas «...o.cvaeeniilbve s June 1624 163.8 29
Indusiry Selling Price Index {1971=100) ........... June 3109 3105 6.6
CONSTRUCTION Year-to-date
Building Permits (3 million) . ....ooveveeeeriierann May 16527 5,655.8 -6.3
Housing Starts — Urban Centres (units) ........... June* 11,977 54,076 -27.8
ENERGY
Coal Production (thousand 10NNe€s) ............... May 4877 23 036 28.9
Electncity Generation (terawatt hours) ............ May 333 183.1 10.1
Natural Gas Production (million cubic metres) ..... May 6 722 39 250 7.9
Petroleum Refining (million cubic metres) ......... May 70 35.7 10.0
FOREIGN TRADE ;
| Exports — Balance of Payments Basis ($ million) .. June* 9,515 54,817 264 |
Imports — Balance of Payments Basis ($ million) .. June® 7.445 44,923 32.8
PRODUCTION
Railway Carloadings (million tonnes) .............. June® 206 117.5 19.0
Steel (ingots — thousand tONNES) ................ June 1243 7 581 27.0
SALES
Department Store Sales ($ million) ............... June® 9413 4,827.2 6.0
Manufacturers’ Shipments ($ million) ............. May 19.849.0 92,239.1 17.8
New Motor Vehicle Sales ($ million) .............. May 1.683.2 6,727.1 39.2
Retail Sales (3 MillioN) ....o.overierennreniinennns May 10,1035 43,806.1 11.1
Statistics are in current dollars and are not seasonally adjusted. ‘
* - new this week. _J
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... Canada’s Merchandise Trade

1.3% or $295 million to $22.6 billion after
climbing $1.8 billion in the first quarter of
1984 and $1.7 billion in the fourth quarter of
1983. As a result, the merchandise trade
surplus increased by $920 millicn tc $5.4
billion in the second quarter of this year,
following gains of $205 million in the first
quarter and $400 million in the fourth quar-
ter of 1983.

For further information, order the June
1984 issue of Summary of External Trade (65-
001, $3.30/$33), or contact G. Blaney (613-
990-9647), Trade Information Unit, or Fran-
¢ois Boraé (613-990-9784), Trade Measures
and Analysis Section, External Trade Divi-
sion, Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A 076.

Private Education

Unlike the trend for public school educa-
tion, enrolment in private schools continues
to increase. in 1983-84 private school
enrolment reached 229,000 students, an
increase of 1.5% over the preceding year
and 60% since 1970-71.

For further information, order the Educa-
tion Statistics Service Bulletin (81-002,
$1.60/$16), Vol. 6, No. 6, Continuing Growth
in Private Education.

Urban Transit

Canadian urban transit systems (65) collec-
ted 115,402,976 initial passenger fares in
June 1984. The total distance run was
58 140 377 kilometres and their operating
revenues amounted to $66.2 million.

For further information, order the June
1984 issue of Urban Transit (53-003,
$1.60/816), or contact the head (613-990-
8700), Surface Transport Unit, Transporta-
tion and Communications Division, Statistics
Canada, Ottawa K1A 0T6.

Oil Pipeline Transport
Net receipts of crude oil, condensates, pen-
tanes plus, liquefied petroleum gases and
petroleum products through Canadian oil
pipelines during May 1984 increased 15.5%
to 11 738 409 cubic metres from
10 165 123 cubic metres in May 1983.
For further information, order the May 1984
issue of Oil Pipeline Transport (5§5-001,
$2.75/827.50), or contact R. Godin (613-990-
9823), Manufacturing and Primary Industries
Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A 0T6.

Railway Carloadings
Revenue freight loaded by railways in
Canada totalled 20.6 miilion tonnes in June
1984, an increase of 10.9% from the pre-
vious year. The carriers received an addi-
tional 1.2 million tonnes from ithe United
States, anincrease of 3.8% from June 1983.
Total loadings in Canada for the year-to-
date showed anincrease of 19.0% fromthe
1983 period and receipts from United
States connections increased 9.4%.

For further information, order the June
1984 issue of Railway Carloadings (52-001,
$1.60/816). For seasonally adjusted revenue
freight loadings, contact the Rail Unit (613-
990-8693), Transportation and Communica-
tions Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa
K1A 0T6.
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Residential Building Index
The Residential Building Construction Input
Price Index for Canada (1971=100) decli-
ned to 291 .8 in June, down 0.5% from its
May level of 293.3. The materials index fell
0.9% during the month due primarily to price
decreases for lumber and plywood that
more than offset increases for gypsum
wallboard, stucco and pipe. The labour
component remained unchanged in June
from May's level of 328.4.

Comparing June 1984 with June 1983,
the Index declined 0.8%, with a decrease of
2.3% for the materials component and an
increase of 1.5% for the labour index.

Non-residential Building
The Non-residential Building Construction
Input Price Index for Canada (1971=100)
reached a level of 308.4 in June, up 0.6%
from May's level of 306.5. The materials
index rose 1.3% during the month due to
price increases for conduit, gypsum wall-
board and concrete ready-mix that more
than offset several decreases, notably for
reinforcing concrete bars and plywood. The
labour component remained unchanged in
June from May's level of 329.0.
Comparing June 1984 with June 1983,
the Index rose 1.4%, with increases of 1.8%
for the materials index and 1.1% for the
labour component.

Telephone Statistics

Canada's 13 major telephone systems
reported revenues of $747.4 million in June
1984.up 7.9% from a year earlier. Operating
expenses increased 5.3% over the 12-
month period to $519.5 million. Net opera-
ting revenue at $227.9 million showed a
gain of 14.5% over June 1983.

For turther information, order the June
1984 issue of Telephone Statistics (56-002,
$1.60/816), or contact J.R. Slattery (613-990-
8693), Transportation and Communications
Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A 0T6.

Help-wanted Index

The Canada seasonally adjusted Help-
wanted Index (1981=100) rose slightly to 66
in July 1984 from 64 in June.

Regionally, the indexes advanced in i@
Atlantic provinces (to 259 trom 179) and the
Prairie provinces (to 38 from 34) and daah-
ned in Quebec (to 70 from 72), Ontario (to
63 from 70) and British Columbia (to 27
from 30). Similarly to June 1984, the
Canada and Atlantic provinces indexes
were again affected by large government
advertisements placed in a St. John's
newspaper.

The short-term trend, an indicater of the
direction of the demand for labour as mea-
sured by the Help-wanted Index, continued
to increase in July.

Inquiries about the Index should be direc-
ted to Horst Stiebert (613-990-9900, Ext. 238),
Labour Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa
K1A OT6.

International Travel

Preliminary statistics for June 1984 show
that 3.8 million United States residents
entered Canada. up 5.8% from a year ear-
lier. Visitors from other countries increased
2.7% to 256,000. In total. non-resident
entries numbered 4.1 million in June 1984,
56% above the same month last year.
Canadian residents re-entering this country
after visits to the U.S. numbered 3.1 million,
down 6.1% from June 1983, and resi:anis
returning from other countries increased
22 9% to 144,000. During the month. {cial
Canadian residents returning to this couil-
try numbered 3.2 million, down 5.1% 1M
June 1983,

For the first six months of 1984, the inter-
national flows were as follows: 13.1 million
U S residents entered Canada, up 0.4%
from January-June 1983; visitors from other
countries increased 57% to 714,000:
Canadians returning from the U.S. decrea-
sed 0.8% to 17.5 million and resident re-
entries from other countries numbered 1.0
million, up 17.9% trom 1983.

For further information, order the Juna 1984
issue of International Travel — Advance
Information (66-002, $1.60/$16), or contact
Paul L. Paradis (613-990-8932), International
Travel Section, Statistics Canada, Ottawa
K1A 0T6.

Electric Power Statistics

Net generation of electricity in Canada
increased by 11.4% in May 1984 to 33 271
gigawatt hours from 29 861 GW.h a year
earlier. Exports of electric power climbed
19.5%10 3 306 GW.hfrom?2 766 GW.h and
imports declined by 57.0% to 233 GW.h
from 542 GW.h.

For the first five months of 1984, néi
generation of electricity ig!aliag
183 052 GW.h,up 10.1% from (& Janary-
May 1983 level of 166 334 Gwh

For turther information, order iha b1gy 1554
issue of Electric Power Statistics {57-007,
$2.75/827.50). or contact Dave Madsen (613-
990-9823), Energy Section, Manutacturing
and Primary Industries Division, Statistics
Canada, Ottawa K1A 0T6.




Current Economic Analysis,
Monthly Review

Tiwe aconomic indicators available in July

fled a continuation of modest growth
it L put over the short-term. Final demand

2paears 10 have declined slightly in the
s@cond quarter with inventory accumula-
tion accounting for all the growth of output.
There are signs that the weakening trend of
consumer demand for durable goods has
been reinforced by the increase of interest
rates and a renewed reduction in invest-
ment in residential construction is under
way. Data for the external sector show a
marked slowdown in the volume of exports
to the United States following a weakening
of shipments to Europe in the first quarter.
The build-up of inventories has been reflec-
ted in higher output and employment in
manufacturing industries in the second
quarter.

This increase in manufacturing activity
reflects stock-piling in anticipation of pos-
sible production difficulties associated with
the heavy collective bargaining calendar
scheduled for the rest of the year as well as
low stock-10-sales ratios. The increased
number of person-days lost due to strikes
and lockouts throughout the first quarter is
indicative of the emerging disharmony in
the industrial relations climate. To date. the
increase has been confined to one pro-
vinge. although conflicts could intensify fur-

.:hnr with over two million workers renewing

hatr contracts this year in the midst of still
w&ak economic conditions. The course of
néyonations in several bargaining units
reveals that employers are attempting to
accentuate the drop in unit labour costs
which has occurred since the beginning of
1983. There is some evidence that wage-
earners are prepared to moderate their
salary demands in return, at least, for more
job security. There was a further slowdown
of nominal wage seltlements in the first
quarter, a continuation of the trend that
began in the first quarter of 1882, as infla-
tion has subsided recently while labour
market conditions remained depressed
Restrained labour income, rising intere st
rates and a growing incidence of pari-time
employment have all contributed to the
weak growth of household demand. Accor-
ding to the Labour Force Survey there has
been a steady increase of involuntary part-
time employment, up from 395,000
employees in December 1982 to 554,000 in
June 1884 This increase of 159,000 more
than accounts for the improvement in
unemployment in the recovery and expan-
ston. The data on fulltime employment by
‘ndustry underine this development as
ings@ has been only a marginal improve-
meni in most industries in the recovery.
mingi of the gain has occurred in manu-
@ik ing: in the construction, trade. and
rransportation, communication and utility
industries, employment recently has oscil-
lated around the trough levels attained
during the last recession. Employment in

Industry Selling Price Index: Manufacturing (1971=100)

Percentage Change from Same Month of Previous Year

7
1980 = B N

GE =

a— =

0 ikl Y 0
y J e J )

1984

Source’ Statistics Canada, Industry Price Indexes (62-011)}

Provincial Governments

Canada’'s provincial and territorial govern-
ments are forecast to post a combined $4.0
billion deficit for the fiscal year ending
March 31, 1985. Gross general revenues
are expected to total $31.7 billion while
gross general expenditures are estimated
to reach $95.8 billion

For further information on Provincial
Government Finance, Revenue and Expendi-
ture Estimates, 1984-85, contact G. Huneault
(613-990-8558), Public Institutions Division
(formerly Public Finance Division}, Statistics
Canada, Ottawa K1A 0OT6.

Alcoholic Beverage Sales

Sales of alcoholic beverages in Canada
reached $6,880 million in the year ended
March 31, 1983, up $666 million or 10.7%
from the previous year. Sales voiume
decreasedto 2 477 miilion litres from2 508
million.

imports of alcoholic beverages decrea-
sed to $189 million from $192 million and
the value of exports decreased to $369 mil-
lion from $373 million.

Provincial government revenues from the
sale and control of alcoholic beverages
rose 12.3% to $2 172 million in the latest
year

Further information will be contained in the
publication Control and Sale of Aicoholic
Beverages in Canada, 1982 (63-202, $5.00).
Advance details can be obtained from R.C.
Sauriol (613-990-8556), Public Finance Divi-
sion, Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A 0OT6.

the central and eastern regions of the coun-
try firmed. driven by the manufacturing and
primary sectors, but the weakness of ser-
vices was evident in the west where total
employment declined slightly or stabilized
in the second quarter.

For the detailed analysis, plus a news sum-
mary of major domestic and international
developments and extensive analytical charts
and tables, order Current Economic Analysis
(13-004E, Canada: $2.75/$27.50; Other Coun-
tries: $3.30/$33). For further information
contact D. Rhoades (613-990-9161).

Education Price Index

The Education Price Index (EPI) at the ele-
mentary and secondary levels rose 54% in
1983 (compared with 13.3% in 1982), rea-
chingaievelof 119.5(1981=100). This was
the lowest change observed since 1972,

In 1983, a significant deceleration occur-
red in the growth of salaries and wages —
the main EP| component — which increa-
sed by 13.4% in 1982 but only by 5.3% in
1983. As a consequence of the adoption of
restrictive budgetary measures, the provin-
cial EP| growth rates decreased across the
country.

Forturther information, order the July 1984
service bulletin Education Statistics (81-002,
$1.60/816), Vol. 6, No. 5, or contact Sylvain
Venne (613-890-8356). fducation, Culture
and Tourism Division, Statistics Canada,
Ottawa K1A OT6.

Wholesale Trade

Wholesale mercfiants’ sales in May 1984
continued to increase strongly, advancing
18.6% over the same period last year.
(Revised sales for April 1984 were up 15.6%
from the April 1983 level)

All trade groups except farm machinery,
equipment and supplies (-12.9%) recorded
sales increases from a year earlier with the
mosi notable gains reported by wholesalers
of motor vehitles and accessories
(+39.2%), metals. hardware, plumbing and
heating equipment (+28.8%), and other
machinery, equipment and supplies
(+24.7%). All 1egions posted sales
increases from a year earlier.

Cumulative sales by wholesale mer-
chants for the first five months of 1984 were
up 16.6% over the January-May 1983
period

Inventories

Wholesale inventories in May 1984 increa-
sed by 6.7% from lhe corresponding period
in 1883. The ratio of inventories to sales at
the endof May 1984 was 1.49:1 down from
1661 a year earlier.

For further information, order the May 1984
issue of Wholesale Trade (63-008, $1.60/816),
or contact the Who'esale Trade Section (613-
990-9679), Merchadising and Services Divi-
sion, Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A 0T6.
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