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External Trade

On a seasunally adjusted balance-of-
payments basis. preliminary estimates
indicate that the value of Canada’s total
exports fell 1.9% or $185 million in
Npvember to a level of $36 bilion. The
Mivember decline follows drops of $65 mil-
kan (0.6%) in October and $320 million
13.99%)in September from the record level of
102 billion in August.

Following declines of $350 million (4.4%)
i Dctober and $31 5 million (10.4%) in Sep-
1&mber from the record level of $8.8 billion
e Algust, imports rose 2.7% or $205 million
1& a level of $7.7 billion in November. The
it effect of these movements was a drop in
th@ merchandise trade surplus to $1 9 bil-
fian trom the record level of $2 3 billion set
wa month
Commodity Analysis
Thae $185 million dechine in total exports in
Navember reflected widespread declines
among commodity groupings. Crude mate-
nals registered the most notable decrease
at $105 million, largely accounted for by
déclines in crude petroleum, coal and
cupper ores. End products were virtually
unchanged at the total level as a result of a
substantial increase in exporis of motor
vahicle parts and trucks being offset by a
drop n exports of motor vehicles The

fcontinued page 2, col. 1)

The Labour Force
Canada’s seasonally adjusted unemploy-
ment rate lor December 1984 fell by 0.5%
from the level of the previous month, regis-
tering 10.8%. The decline was concen-
trated in Ontario and Quebec and was the
result of two factors: a drop in the number of
unemployed at a time when unemployment
normally tncreases, and a slightly larger
than usual decline in labour force participa-
tion. The seasonally adjusted participation
rate declined by 02% to 649% in
December, while the employment/popula-
tion ratio increased by 0.2% to 57.9%
Employment for the week ending
December 15, 1984 was an estimated
i1.141,000, an increase of 33,000 over
Hovember. Employment rose by 15,000 to
2,380,000 tar persons aged 151024 On a
régional basis, empioymeni rose by an
sslimated 17,000 in Quebec and by
23.000 in Ontario. The level in British
{continued page 2, col. 2)
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Department Stare ($ million)
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Consumer Price Index (1981=100)
New House Price Index (1981=100)
Raw Materials Price Index (1977=100)
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Industry Selling Price Index (1971=100)
CONSTRUCTION
Butiding Permits ($ million)
Housing Starts
ENERGY
Coal Production (thousand tonnes)

Electricity Generation (lerawalt hours) .........
Natural Gas Production (million cubic metres) ..

Petraleum Refining (million cubic metres)
FOREIGN TRADE

Exporls — Balance of Payments Basis ($ million)
Imporls — Balance of Payments Basis ($ million)
PRODUCTION

Steel (ingots — thousand tonnes)

SALES

Department Store Sales ($ million)
Manufacturers’ Shipments ($ million)
New Motor Vehicle Sales ($ million)

Reiail Sales ($ million)

* - new this week.

Urban Centres (units) ........

Raillway Carloadings (million tonnes) ...........

% Change

Previous From Year

Month Ago

... Oct 407 37 40899 -04
... 0ct® 200074 200270 58
.3 Deaw 1097 11.05 24
... Dec." 1316000 1.355.000 1)
<. @ck 39242 33255 5.1
.. Ock 329477 327329 88
. Qel. 202777 18,868 3 187
5 - Gcts 222326 22,0438 96
... Nov 1240 1232 40
... Nov 945 948 -06
... Nov 221.4 2126 S50
... Nov 156.2 1551 s |
... Nov. 3135 3123 S
Year-to-date

... Ocl 13111 12,733.4 4.2
... Nov* 8647 102,082 -17.6
. el 5475 47 199 308
w0 (I 8553 346.1 8.4
... Oct 7184 70 876 7.8
... Oct 6.6 72.2 1.1
Nov.* 10212 104,027 26.0
Nov. 7.838 85,326 27.6

... Nov Rt 222.9 17.1
... Dec.” 1105 14 571 14.5
PGel 957.6 8411.9 4.4
- ek 20.0889 188.036.8 14.3
... Nov.® 1.266.9 14,607.2 29.3
R O {) 9.846 0 92,553.7 88

Statistics are in current doliars and are not seasonally adjusted

LATEST MONTHLY STATISTICS

The Labour Force
(Seasonnally Adjusted)
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...External Trade

-declme atthe-totaldevelwas: moderated by

F strength in 'eicborts of precrOus metals and
| natlral gas .‘ |

' The $205 million advance in totalimports
was largely attributable to end ‘products,
especially automotive products'and air-
| craft. Crude petroleum and petroleum and
coal proﬁuds also Tegistered significant

s increases!-Smallér-declined in imports of
coal and sugar were mitigating tactors
Trading Partner Analysis

Following declines ot $375 million in Sep-
tember and $140 million in October, Cana-
da's exports to the United States picked up
by a modest $105 million in November. The
rregular movements since August largely
reflect the effects of strike-related activity in
the automotive indusiry. The strength in
November, primarily attributable to advan-
ces in precious metals and natural gas, was
somewhat mitigated by a decline in crude
petroleum. The short-term trend in exports
to the United States, however, has con-
tinued to lose momentum since December
1983, reflecting the pattern of slow growth
in the United States economy. Following a
35% increase in October, exports to Japan
declined 25% or $145 million in November,
which more than offset the increase in
American demand. Coal was the primary
commodity responsible for the decline.
Marginal declines were registered in
exports to all other principal trading areas.

For the third consecutive month, imports

from the United States registered a decline.
Arecordincrease in August of $825 million,
followed by declines of $620 million in Sep-
tember, $290 million in October and a more
modest drop of $50 million in November
were largely attributable to the irregular
influence of industrial disputes in the auto-
motive industry in both the United States
and Canada. The short-term trend in
imports from the United States has slowed
steadily since December 1983 to a frac-
tionally negative rate of -0.3% per month
currently. Imporis from Japan increased
13.4% or $60 million to a leve!l of $510 mil-
lion. Imports from all other principal trading
areas registered increases.

Order the November 1984 issue of Summary
of External Trade (65-007, $3.30/$33), or con-
tact G. Blaney (613-990-9647), or Judith
Frederick (613-990-9784), External Trade
Division.

Security Transactions

Foreign investment in outstanding Cana-
dian bonds remained strongin the month of
November, giving rise to a net capital inflow
of $490 million. This followed a record net
inflow of more than $600 million in October,
when non-residents stepped up their pur-
chases of Canadian bonds. The net foreign
investment in outstanding Canadian bonds,
mainly Government of Canada issues,
came principally from the United States,
Continental Europe and Japan. The gross
value of bond trading activity with non-
residents during November rose by a third
to $2.6 billion.

...The Labour Force

Columbia tell by 9,000, while little or no
change was reported in the remaining
provinces.

The seasonally adjusted level of unem-
ployment for December 1984 slipped by an
estimated 68,000 to 1,354,000. Unemploy-
ment declined for both males and females. A
drop of 29,000 to 483,000 was observed for
those aged 15 to 24; among those aged 25
and older, unemployment fell by 39,000 to
865,000, Provincially, unemployment
declined by 40,000 in Quebec and by 22 000
in Ontario.

Unadjusted, the level of unemployment
for Canada in December 1984 was
1,316.000, down 20,000(-1.5%) from a year
ago. The unemployment rate reached
10.7% during the month, 0.4% below the
year-earlier level. The participation rate
was 63.8%, an increase of 0.5% over that of
last December. The employment/popula-
tion ratio was 57.0%, a rise of 0.7% over the
ratio of the previous year.

Order the December 1984 issue of The
Labour Force (71-001, $3.85:$38.50), or con-
tact Ken Bennett (613-990-9448), Labour
Force Survey.

Minority and Second
Language Education

In the 1983-84 schoo! year, 153,000 stu-
dents outside Quebec were being edu-
cated in French schools; this represents 4%
of the school population. In Quebec,
128,000 students or 12% of the schoo! pop-
ulation were being educated in English.
More than 1.6 million students outside
Quebec were enrolied in French second
language programs in 1983-84. Of these,
118,000 were in immersion programs, which
were virtually non-existent in 1970-71.
Participation in second language French
outside Quebec has increased significantly to
46% from 38% in 1970-71. This increase was
due to gains at the elementary level, rising to
51% from 29%, participation for secondary
students has declined 1o 48% from 56%.

Order Minority and Second Language Educa-
tion. Elementary and Secondary Levels, 1983-84
(81-257, Canada: $6.65; Other Countries: $7.95),
or contact Josephine Stanic (613-990-8354),
Education, Culture and Tourism Division.

Trading with non-residents in outstand-
ing Canadian equities resulted in a small
net outflow of $12 million.

Residents of Canada increased their
holdings of outstanding foreign bonds by
$127 million in November, following an
increase of over $300 million in the previous
month. The gross value of resident trading
activity on foreign bond markets remained
high at over $4 billion, largely reflecting trad-
ing in United States government issues. in
trade in outstanding foreign equities, Cana-
dian residents reduced their holdings by
$13 million in the current month.

Order Security Transactions with Non-
residents (67-002, $2.75/$27.50), or contact
John Motala (613-990-9051), International
and Financial Economics Division.

Share of Canadian
New Car Market Held by
Overseas Manufacturers
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Source: Statistics Canada, New
Motor Vehicle Sales (63-007)

New Motor Vehicle Sales

For the first ime since February 1983, total
unit sales of new motor vehicles dropped in
November 1984 compared to the same
month of the previous year, declining 0.7%
10 99,942 units. This sudden reverse in the
annual trend of auto sales seems to be
mostly attributed to short term factors such
as the strike which atfected the Canadian
auto industry in mid-October 1984, Sales of
passenger cars made in North America fil
by 12.3% to 51,234 units, while 22,361 new
commercial vehicles were sold, a gain ol
22.3% over the same month a year auw
Retail sales of passenger cars made ovéi-
seas were 14.7% higher with 23,026 units
sold, while sales of new commercial vehi-
cles decreased 14.5% to 3,321 units.

The market share held by manufacturers
from other countries almost doubled in
November 1984 compared to the same
month in 1983, increasing from 5.4% to
10.5% of total unit sales of new passenger
cars. Japanese manufacturers held 20.5%
of the market, recording a slight gain over
their November 1983 share of 20.2%. North
American manufacturers’ share decreased
to 69.0% in November 1984 from 74.4% in
November 1983.

The tota! doliar value of all new motor veh-
icles sold in November increased 5.6% from
ayear earlier to $1,266.9 million. North Amer-
ican passenger cars sold for $589.5 million
(down 11.1%) and sales of commercial vehi-
cles built in North America totalled $347.8
million (up 34.5%). Sales of passenger cars
manufactured overseas rose by 22.4% to
$293.7 million, while commercial vehicles
were 6.1% lower at $35.8 million.

During the first 11 months of 1984, there
were 1,200,359 new motor vehicles sold in
Canada, 19.2% higher than the same pertud
a year ago, with a retail value of $14,607 .2
million (up 29.3%).

Order New Motor Vehicle Sales (63-007.
$2.75/827.50), or contact Jean-Pierre Simard
(613-990-9665), Merchandising and Services
Division.




Report of the Canadian Renal
Failure Register

I Canada, more than 6 800 persons
gEpand on dialysis or a kidney transplant for
il survival. The Report of the Canadian

! Ranal Failure Register provides informa-

i needed to evaluate treatment alterna-
Hwas to identity factors determining the
success of kidney transplants and o study
certain rare kidney diseases so that the
most effective treatment can be planned for
each patient.

Selected highlights from the report
include:

e The total number of patients treated for
irreversible kidney disease increased by
14 2% between 1982 and 1983. The largest
increase was among patients with function-
ing transplants, 21.4%, compared with an
increase of 9.2% in the number of patients
on dialysis.

¢ |n conlrast to the period 1982 to 1383,
which saw a large increase in the number of
patients on peritoneal dialysis (20.1%) and
no growth in the number of patients on
haemodialysis, this year there was a larger
increase in the number of patients on hae-
modialysis (10 6%) than peritoneal dialysis
(6.5%).

® The number of transplants increased
from 501 in 1982 to 649 in 1983, a rise of
almost 30%. In spite of the encouraging
increase, much larger increases in the
Adinber of ransplants would be needed to
iaduce the dialysis population.

Copies of the 1983 Annual Report (price —
+&)can be obtained from the Kidney Founda-
thowi of Canada, Ottawa Valley Chapter, 1140
sarison Drive, Suite 202, Ottawa K2H 8SSor
the Vital Statistics and Disease Registries
Section (613-990-8553), Health Division, Sta-
tistics Canada.

Department Store Sales

by Regions

Department stores in Canada reported
salestotalling $1,254.7 million in November
1984, a 10.2% increase from a year earlier
Cumulative sales tor January-November
1984 reached $9,666.7 million, a rse of
51% over the level recorded during the
same period in 1983.

On a regional basis, department store
salesin November were as follows (percen-
tage change from November 1883 in
parentheses):

e Ontario, $473.3 million {(+10.0%);

® Quebec, $229 6 million (+19.0%);

® British Columbia, $188.1 million (+8 4%);
® Aiberta, $159.4 million (+1.1%);

® Atlantic provinces, $37.4 million

(+14.9%);
® Manitoba, $65.9 million (+8.6%); and
¢ Saskatchewan, $41.1 million (+5.1%).

Data users should note that the British
Colwnbia figures include those for the
biulon and Northwest Territories.

Qrder the November 1984 issue of Depart-
mgn: Store Sales by Regions (63-004,
$1.60/816), or contact the Retail Trade Sec-
ton (613-990-9665), Merchandising and Ser-
vices Division.

New Housing Price Indexes
The New Housing Price Index (1981=100)
for Canada stood at 945 in November,
down 0.3% from its Qctober level of 348
This index of Canadian housing contrac-
tors’ selling prices now stands 0.6% lower
than the year-earlier level of 95.1. Between
Qctober and November, the estimated
House Only index decreased 0.1% to 97.1
while the estimated Land Only index
declined 0.7% 1o 90.1.

Between Qclober and November, the
largest decrease was recorded for Edmon-
ton (-3.9%). The most significant increases
in the price index were recorded for Saint
John-Moncton (3.4%) and St. Catharines-
Niagara (1.7%).

Between November 1983 and November
1984 the largest year-over-year decrease
was recorded for Edmonton (-10.6%), fol-
lowed by Victoria (-9.9%). Calgary (-4 .8%).
Vancouver (-2.7%) and Regina (-0.6%).

The largest year-over-year inCrease was
recorded for Saint John-Moncton (11 2%),
followed by St. Catharines-Niagara (8.0%),
Hamilton (5.5%). and London (5.0%).

QOrder Construction Price Statistics (62-007,

$3.30/833). or contact Prices Division
(613-990-9601).
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Energy Statistics

Preliminary data for the first 10 months of
1984 show that production of all main energy
forms increased compared o the Same
period of 1983. Advances were registered for
coal (30.5%). crude oil {6.4%). natural gas
{7 8%), electricity (8 4%), refined petroleum
products (1.1%), and natural gas liguids
{9.8%). However, the cumulative tigures for
crude ol and refined petroleum products
hide a marked siowdown in the rate of growth
in production from June onward.

Exports of all main energy forms also
increased, but by volumes smaller than the
increases of production. While coal imports
have increased by 5 893 kilotonnes, crude

Housing Starts in Canada
Seasonaily Adjusted at Annual Rates

Thousands
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Source Statistics Canads, Housing Starts
and Completions

Construction Activity
The leading indicator of construction activity
in Canada (1971=100) tell in September,
dropping 2.8% 10 908 The slackening of
construction intentions which occurred In
August in the housing seclor extended to the
non-residential sector in September, contri-
buting to the decline of the leading indicator.

The filtered index of residential construc-
tion continued to decline 1n September,
slipping 3.2% 1o 89.6. Following @ month of
levelling off, intentions in the single-
detached sector weakened in September.
In contrast to the rest of Canada, the trend-
cycle in the province of Ontario continued
to be upward The decline of the multi-
family sector evident in the preceding
months continued in September, induced
by persistent decreases recorded in the
provinces of Bitish Columbia and Ontario.

The filtered index of non-residential con-
struction fell in September, decreasing 2.2%
to 91.6. After seven months of successive
fises, the non-residential index posted a
downward movement led by the commercial
(-2.5%) and governmental (-5.5%) compo-
nents. Meanwhile, the industrial index con-
tinued to progress steadily (+4.2%).

Contact Lizette Gervais-Simard (613-990-
9689), Construction Division.

Labour Income

Labour income: {or October 1984 was esti-
mated at $20.007.3 million, an increase of
$1.098.6 million or 5.8% from October 1983.
Adjusted for seasonal variation, wages and
salaries increased by $77 4 million between
September 1984 and Qctober 1984 10
$17.697.3 million.

Order the Oclober-December issue of Esti-
mates of Labour Income (72-005, $5.55/$22.20)
or contact Mrs. Gauthier (613-990-9900),
Labour Divisiorn.

oil imports for the same 10-month period
decreased slightly to 11 644 million litres.

Contact Richard Godin (613-990-9823),
Manufacturing and Primary Industries Division.
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