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Unemployment Insurance 
Unemployment insurance benefit payments 
in August 1985 totalled $722 million, 
declining 8.0% from the previous month and 
7.2% from August 1984. For the first eight 
months of 1985, benefit payments amounted 
to $7.297 million, up 4.2% over the 
disbursements made during the same period 
in 1984. 

During the month of August, 216,000 
claims for benefits were received, decreasing 
24.5% from July 1985 and 10.1% as 
compared with August 1984. Since the 
beginning of this year, Commission offices 
have received 2.04 million claims for 
unemployment insurance benefits, down 
44% from the number of claims received 
during the same period last year. 

For the week ending August 17, 1985, 
ii umber of beneficiaries stood at 98,000, 
ii 0.1% from July and 7.0% from August 

84. 
Adjusted for seasonal variation, the 

itiniber of beneficiaries receiving regular 
unemployment insurance benefits decreased 
by 0.2% between July and August 1985 to 
1.002 million. The decline in the number of 
beneficiaries has been observed since 
January of this year. 

Data for the months of June. July and 
August will be published in the August 1985 
issue of Unemployment Insurance 
Statistics (73 -001, $121$120), or contact 
H. Sliebert or J..P. Maynard (613-990-
9900), Labour Diuision. 

Industry Selling Price Index 
Preliminary estimates show the Industry 
Selling Price Index USPII for manufacturing 
(1971= 100) Stood at 319.5 in September 
1985, up 0.2% from the revised level of3 19.0 
for August. With this increase, the year-
over-year advance, calculated by comparing 
the level for September 1985 with the level 
bir September 1984. was 2.3%. This is the 

xth straight month in which the annual 
rate of increase remained between 2% and 
3%. The 0.2% monthly change was due 
primarily to upturns in the wood industry 
r)6%(, paper and allied industries i(i.ii%i. 
rIiniry metals (0.4%) and other major 

ups 0.2%>. 

.

Fun wood industry component index rose 
in September to a level 6.6% hipher 

ui in ,eptember 1984. The main stimulus 
u monthly increase was a 5.8% jump in 
eneer and plywood mills index, which 

was partly offset by a 0.5% decline in the 
(Continued on page 2, cal. i) 

LATEST MONTHLY STATISTICS % Change 
Previous 	From Year 

EMPLOYMENT, INCOME Month Ago 
Average Weekly Earnings($) ........................... July 419.84 41981 3.7 
Labourincome$million) 	.............................. July 21,068.9 20,291.6 6.7 
Persons with Jobs (million) 	............................ Sept. 11.47 11.83 2.7 
Unemployed ............................................... Sept. 1,183,000 1,253,000 .13.2 
INVENTORIES 
Department Store ($ million) .......................... Aug. 3,481.8 3,393.3 1.4 
Manufacturers'Owned $ million) 	.................. Aug. 34,132.2 33,856.2 3.8 
ORDERS 
Manufacturers'NewOrders($million) 	............. Aug. 20,249.2 19,339.3 5.3 
Manufacturers'UnfilledOrders$million) 	........ Aug. 22,764.5 22,668.6 2.1 
PRICES 
Consumer Price Index (1981 = 100) .................... Sept. 128.0 127.8 4.1 
New House Price Index(198l= 100) .................. Aug. 96.4 95.9 1.4 
Raw Materials Price lndex(1977=1O(M .............. Sept.s 216.3 216.1 1.4 
Excl.coal.crudeoii,nat.gas 	....................... ... Sept. 152.5 152.8 -2.6 

Industry Selling Price Index 11971 = LOOt ............ Sept.* 319.5 318.8 2.3 
CONSTRUCTION Year.to-date 
BuildingPermits$million . 	........................... Aug. 1,915.1 12,432.9 21.8 
Housing Starts - (JrbanCentresunit.$) 	........... July 12,690 73,362 14.6 
ENERGY 
Coal Production (thousand tonnes) 	................. July 4712 35937 12.0 
Electricity Generation lterawatt hours) 	....... ...... July 33518 258 136 5.0 
NaturalGasProduction(millioncubicmetres) .... July 6326 35885 9.4 
Petroleum Refining (thousand cubic metres) ......... Aug. 7 851 56560 -4.8 
FOREIGN TRADE 
Exports - BalanceofPaymentsBasis$million) - Aug. 8,828 77,718 6.1 
Imports - Balance of Payments Basis$ million) . Aug. 8,112 87,401 9.6 
PRODUCTION 
Railway Carloadingsmillion tonnes. 	.............. .Aug. 18.9 157.2 .0.7 
Steel (ingots - thousand tonnes) 	..................... Sept. 1250 10812 -1.9 
SALES 
DepartmentStoreSales$ million) 	................. Aug. 979.9 6,864.0 5.4 
Manufacturers' Shipments 1$ millioni 	.............. Aug. 20.089.6 158,685.8 8.5 
New Motor Vehicle Sales$ million) 	................ Aug. 1,598.2 13,101.5 24.1 
RetailSalesl$million. 	................................. Aug. 11,133.4 81,872.8 10.2 
Statistics are in current dollars and are not seasonally adjusted. 

- new this week. 
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sawmills and planing mills index. An 
average rise of 7.1% in the prices of softwood 
plywoods was largely responsible for the 
upswing in the veneer and plywood mills 
index. 

The paper and allied industries index 
climbed 0.6% in September, but remained 
1.1% lower than a year earlier. The monthly 
advance was almost entirely attributable to 
a 0.9% increase in the pulp and paper mills 
index, which in turn stemmed chiefly from a 
1.5% appreciation in the value of the U.S. 
dollar against its Canadian counterpart. 

The primary metals index gained 0.4% in 
September to a level 0.4% higher than in 
September 1984. Increases of 0.9% in the 
smelting and refining index and 0.2% in the 
iron and steel mills index were the key 
factors in the group index's rise for the 
month. 

The "other major groups" index edged up 
0.2% in September, up 3.8% from a year 
before. Most of the monthly increase was 
due to a 0.7% advance in the motor vehicle 
parts and accessories manufacturers index. 

The food and beverage industry index 
remained unchanged in September, as 
increases in the dairy products (1.0%) and 
cane and beet sugar processors industries 
(3.8%) were counterbalanced by declines in 
the slaughtering and meat processors 
(.1.0%) and miscellaneous food processors 
industries ( -0.8%). The upswing in the dairy 
products index resulted primarily from price 
increases of 3.1% for butter, 2.3% for cream 
and 1.4% for cheddar cheese, which in turn 
were due to a 2.3% rise in the price of 
industrial milk in late August. Price cuts of 
2.1% for fresh or frozen beef and 0.8% for 
fresh or frozen pork were major factors in the 
monthly decline of the slaughtering and 
meat processors index. 

The proportion of industry indexes that 
posted increases declined appreciably, from 
an average of 50.7% for the previous six 
months to 39.4% in September 1985. The 
percentage of indexes that registered 
declines (26.0%) was slightly higher than 
the average for the preceding six months 
(23.1%). The proportion of indexes showing 
no change (34.6%) was well above the 
average for the previous six months(26.2%). 

Order the September 1985 issue of 
Industry Price Indexes (62 -011. 
$151$150), or contact the Information and 
Current Analyses Unit (613-990-9606107), 
Prices Division. 

Local Government Finance 
The financial assets of local governments in 
Canada stood at $12,468.7 million on 
December 31, 1982, an increase of 11.7% or 
$1,305.9 million from 1981 when the total 
was $11,162.8 million. 

During the same year, liabilities 
increased 8.9% or $2,382.3 million to 
$29,218.9 million compared to $26,836.7 
million the previous year. 

Order the 1982 issue of Local 
Government Finance (68-204, $20), or 
contact C. Saumure (613-991-1831), Assets 
and Liabilities Section, Public Institutions 
Dwision. 
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Local Government Employment 
Employment in the local government sector 
(including hospitals, local school boards and 
government enterprises - covered for the 
first time in the january-March 1985 
quarter), numbered 839,586 as ofJune 1985, 
an overall decrease of 356 (-0.04%) from 
.June 1984. General government employees 
(including hospitals and local school boards) 
decreased by 1,789 (-0.2%) from the 792,993 
reported in June 1984 and those in 
government enterprises (including electric 
power, public transit, telephone and gas 
distribution systems) increased by 1,433 
(3.1%) from the 46,949 reported in June 
1984. 

Employment in local government 
services excluding hospitals and school 
boards (but comparable to previously 
published data) totalled 311,125 in June 
1985, a decrease of 2,538 (-0.8%) from June 
1984. The number of hospital employees 
reached 60,176, up from the 58,398 recorded 
in the previous year. Employees of local 
school boards totalled 419,903 in June 1985, 
down from 420,932 injune 1984. 

The local government gross payroll 
(including overtime and retroactive 
payments) for April-June 1985 totalled 
$5,689.0 million, an increase of $260.5 
million (4.8% ) from the corresponding 
quarter in 1984. 

Order the April-June 1985 issue of Local 
Government Employment (72-009. 
$121$48). or contact M. Fathy or C. Doucet 
(613-991-1843145), Public Institutions 
Dwision. 

Alcoholic Beverages 
Sales of alcoholic beverages reached $7,430 
million in the fiscal year ended March 31, 
1984, an increase of $550 million or 8.0% 
from the previous year. Sales volume 
increased to 2 488 million litres from 2 477 
million. 

Order The ConErol and Sale of 
Alcoholic Beverages in Canada, 1983 
(63 -202, $12), or contact R.C. Sauriol (613-
991-1832). Public Institutions Division. 

After a slight drop in July, the seasona)Iy 
adjusted value of building permits issue] hv 
Canadian municipalities in August i-cI 
its highest level since December li 
jumping 8.5% to $1,798.2 million In 
$1,657.8 million in July. This performand 
reflected a very strong residential sector 
combined with growing strength in the non-
residential sector. The total value of 
building permits issued up to August 1985 
exceeded the value registered for the same 
period last year by 20%. 

The seasonally adjusted value ofbuilding 
permits issued for residential construction 
in August reached its highest level since 
April 1983. increasing 10.4% to $1,040.2 
million from $942.2 million in July. This 
advance is attributable to strength in both 
the single-family dwelling and multi.family 
dwelling sectors. On a seasonally adjusted 
basis, 17.667 units were approved in August 
(10,004 single-detached and 7,663 multiple 
dwellings), up 20.6% from the 14.646 units 
approved in July (8,713 single-detached and 
5,933 multiple dwellings). Translated into 
annual terms, these approvals represented 
212,000 units in August and 175,800 units 
in July. All regions recorded gains in 
August. 

After three consecutive monthly 
decreases, the seasonally adjusted value of 
non-residential projects in August rose to 
$758.0 million, up 6.0% fromJuly. This gain 
was attributable to major projects ($10 
million and more), which represented 30% of 
the total value in August compared to only 
15% in July. The increases were partic-
ularly strong in the industrial) + 12.9%1 a 
governmental (+ 13.2%) sectors; no s 
nificant movements were recorded ft 
commercial sector. Except for Ontario, .i1 
regions recorded rises in August. 

Order the August 1985 issue of Building 
Permits (64 -001, $20/$200), or contact G. 
L,emay (613-990-9689), Science, Technology 
and Capital Stock Division. 
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Raw Materials 
The Raw Materials Price Index (RMPI, 
1977= 100) stood at a preliminary level of 

0 3 in September 1985, down 0.1% from 
re sed August level of216.5. Compared 
apirnber 1984 the RMPI has risen 1.4%. 

Raw Materials Price Index excluding 
ii, crude oil, and natural gas decreased 

over the month and was 2.6% lower 
than its year-earlier level. Of the eight 
components making up the Raw Materials 
Price Index, three showed increases between 
August and September, three registered 
decreases and two remained unchanged. 
The vegetable products component 
decreased 1.8% over the month whereas the 
ferrous materials component increased 
1.7%. 

The vegetable products component index 
fell 1.8% in September 1985, down 11.6% 
from its September 1984 level. The fresh 
vegetables index dropped 11.5% during the 
month due to the availability of local 
produce and is now 9.4% lower than its level 
of a year ago. For similar reasons the fresh 
fruit index declined 5.2% in September. The 
wheat and other grains index was down 
1.9% in September to stand 18.2% lower 
than its year-earlier level. Offsetting these 
decreases to some extent was an 11% 
increase in the index for raw sugar. 

The ferrous materials component index 
level rose 1.7% in September, bringing it 
0.3% higher than its level in September 
1984. The main contributor to this upward 
ivement was the 2.8% increase for steel 

p. Despite this increase, scrap prices are 
1.5% lower thana year ago. 

lhe non-ferrous metals component index 
opped 0.4% in September. Most of the 
,'tals registered decreases; the most 

(leant being for precious metals and 
per. Nickel, tin and zinc prices were also 
w ,' r. 
The animal and animal products 

component index was up only 0.1% in 
September to stand at a level 4.5% lower 
than a year earlier. The milk index 
increased 0.9% as the target price for 
industrial milk went from $44.65 per 
hectolitre to $45.68 per hectolitre and the 
price of milk for fluid consumption increased 
in Quebec and Alberta. Even though hides 
and skins rose 11.6% in September, the 
index remains 11.6% lower than its 
September 1984 index level. 

Order the September 1985 issue of 
Industry Selling Price Indexes (62 -OH, 
$154150), or contact the Information and 
Current Analy8is Unit (613-990-9606107), 
Prices Diuiswn. 

Major Appliances 
Canadian firms produced 198,327 units 
during September 1985, an increase of 
32,1% from the 150,131 units produced in 
the previous month. 

Domestic sales of major appliances by 
:iljan firms increased to 202,658 units 

H Hptember 1985, up 30.3% from August e"
Order the September 1985 issue of 

r]I. uction, Sales and Stocks of Major 
Appliances (43-010, $41$40), or contact 
Roger Laplante (613-990-9837), Industry 
Dwrswn. 

Gross Domestic Product 
Gross Domestic Product in constant 1971 
prices advanced 0.3% in August 1985 
following a 0.9% gain in July and an 
increase of 0.6% in June. Average output in 
the first two months of the third quarter was 
1.5% above the second quarter. 

Both the goods-producing and service-
producing industries grew at the same 0.3% 
rate in August. For the service-producing 
industries, the current month's growth rate 
is very similar to the three preceding 
months. On the other hand, for the goods-
producing industries, the rate of increase 
has slowed markedly from June and July 
and is about the same as in May. 

Within service-producing industries, 
some of the larger contributors to growth in 
August were services to business manage-
ment, motor vehicle dealers, department 
and clothing stores, and wholesalers of food, 
machinery and lumber and building 
products. Output declines were reported for 
railway and pipeline transport, as well as for 
telephone systems. 

Among goods-producing industries, the 
most significant output gain in August was 
reported in the construction industry, with 
residential building activity accounting for 
most of the increase. Five consecutive 
monthly increases have raised residential 
construction output by 25% since March, 
The level of residential building activity in 
August was at its highest point since June 
1983. 

Following substantial gains in June 
(1.3*) and July (2.3%). manufacturing 
output continued to advance in August, but 
at a much slower rate 1 + 0.2%. 

Some of the more notable production 
increases in August were recorded for motor 
vehicles, pulp and paper, and sawmills. 
Production of iron and steel, machinery and 
motor vehicle parts declined significantly 
this month. 

Mining output declined in August for the 
second month, with production decreases in 
miscellaneous metals, crude petroleum, 
natural gas and potash all contributing to 
the decline. In addition, mining exploration 

Crude Petroleum and 
Natural Gas 
Preliminary figures show the production of 
crude oil and equivalent hydrocarbons for 
July 1985 decreased 3.0% from the previous 
year to 7 689.9 thousand cubic metres. 

Exports ofcrud4' oil rose 19.6% to 1891.9 
thousand cubic metres, while imports 
advanced 6.0% to 1373.0 thousand cubic 
metres. Canadian i efinery receipts of crude 
oil decreased 7.2% to 7 110.9 thousand cubic 
metres. 

Preliminary figures show net with. 
drawals of natural gas totalled 6325.6 
million cubic metres in July 1985, up 2.2% 
from last year's total of6 191.4 million cubic 
metres. Marketable production of natural 
gas after treatment at processing plants 
amounted to 4967.8 million cubic metres, up 
3.5%, while net withdrawals of natural gas 
liquids ipropane, butanes and ethane 
reached 1003.8 thousand cubic metres, down 
10.9%. 

Exports of natural gas reached 1624.5 
million cubic metres. up 21.5%, while sales in 
Canada increased 4.2% to 2515.6 million 
cubic metres. 

Order the Juh 1985 issue of Crude 
Petroleum and Natural Gas Production 
(26-006, $8/$80). or, ontact G. O'Con'wr(613-
991-3562), Industry Ojoision. 

Union Wage Rate Index 
The Canada total tnion Wage Rate Index 
(1981 = 100) for coitstruction trades regis. 
tered no change between August and 
September 1985, remaining at a level of 
132.0. 

Comparing September 1985 with the 
same month in 1984. the Canada total level 
rose 3.4%. At a city level, the largest increase 
was reported in Halifax U 1.6%). Cities in 
Quebec, Ontario and British Columbia 
increased 4.4% on average. St. John's 
advanced 3.4%, Saint John rose 2.9% and 
Winnipeg moved up 2.0%. ('ontracts signed 
for three trades resulted in decreases for 
Regina (-0.5%)and Saskatoon0.4%), 

Reinforcing steel erectors and structural 
steel erectors reported a $0.20 rollback of the 
basic rate which was added to the welfare 
plan of the supplement package and resulted 
in no change to the basic plus supplement 
rate. 

Roofers however, took a rollback of 14% 
which affected both the basic and basic plus 
supplement wage rate. 

Order the thud quarter issue of 
Construction Prit-e Statistics (62-007, 
$151$60). or conta't Lisa-Gay Tremblay 
(613-990-9601), Prices Division. 

and development aclivity decreased in both 
July and August. 

Order the August 7985 issue of Gross 
Domestic Product by Industry (61-005, 
$10/$100), or Contact Ron Kennedy (613-990-
9145), Industry Measures and Analysis 
Division. 
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No. 	 issue/year 	issue/year 

AGRICULTURE/NATURAL RESOURCES 
Cereals and Oilseeds Review. August 1985 22-007 $10/$100 $114110 
Index Numbers of Farm Prices of Agricultural Products, August 1985 62-003 $61560 $7/570 
The Dairy Review, August 1985 23-001 5104100 $11/S110 

ECONOMETRIC ANALYSIS 
Current Economic Indicators, Vol. 1, no.9, October 1985 13-005 $10$100 $1 1/$110 

GROSS NATIONAL PRODUCT 
National Income and Expenditure Accounts, 1970-1984 13-201 $30 $31 

HEALTH 
Hospital Indicators, April 1984 - March 1985 83-002 $15/$60 $16/$64 

INDUSTRY 
Coal and Coke Statistics,June 1985 45-002 $81580 $9/$90 
Factory Sales ofElectric Storage Batteries, August 1985 43-005 $41540 $5/$50 
Flour and Breakfast Cereal Products Industry, 1983 32-228 $20 $21 
Industrial Chemicals and Synthetic Resins, August 1985 46-002 $5/$50 $61$60 
Monthly Production of Soft Drinks, September 1985 32-00 1 $2/520 $3/$30 
Motor Vehicle Industries, 1983 42-2 19 $20 $21 
New Motor Vehicle Sales, August 1985 63-007 $81580 $9/590 
Oil Pipe Line Transport,July 1985 55-001 $8/$80 $9/590 
Primary Iron and Steel, August 1985 4 1-001 $41540 $5/$50 
Production and Disposition of Tobacco Products, September 1985 32-022 $41540 $5/550 
Production and Sales of Phonograph Records and Pre-recorded Tapes 

in Canada, August 1985 47-004 $41540 $5/$50 
Production and Shipments of Steel Pipe, Tubing and Fittings. August 1985 41-011 $4/$40 55/550 
Refined Petroleum Products, July 1985 45-004 $151$ 150 $1 6/$ 160 
Steel Wire and Specified Wire Products, August 1985 41-006 $4/$40 $51$50 
Usage of Fertilizer Materials, 1984 46-504 $20 $21 

INTERNATIONAL AND FINANCIAL ECONOMICS 
International Travel 66-OOIP $51550 $6/560 

INTERNATIONAL TRADE 
Canadian International Trading Patterns 65-503 $25 $26 
Summary of Canadian International Trade, August 1985 65-001 5154150 $16/$160 

LABOUR 
Help-wanted Index, September 1985 71-003 $2.50/525 $3.50/535 

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND CAPITAL STOCK 
Directory of Federal Government Scientific and Technological Establishments, 1985 88-206E $20 $21 

SERVICES 
Restaurant, Caterer and Tavern Statistics, August 1985 63-011 $5/550 $61560 
Telephone Statistics, August 1985 56-002 $7.50/$75 58.50485 

TRANSPORTATION 
Coastwise Shipping Statistics, 1984 54-210 842 $43 
Railway Carloadings, 7-Day Period Ending October 7, 1985 52-005 $75 $100 
Railway Carloadings, 7-Day Period Ending October 14,1985 52-005 875 $100 
Surface and Marine Transport, Vol. l,no. 3. Weights of Goods Transported 

by Mode of Transport, 1983 50-002 $7.50/575 $8.50/$85 

These publications can be purchased by writing to Publication Sales and Services (613-993-7276). Room 1710, Main Budding, Stati: 
Canada, Ottawa KIA 0T6. Please enclose cheque or money order payable to the Receiver General for Canada and provide full Inforniatiol 
publications required (number, title, issue). 	 41 Publications can also be ordered through Statistics Canada's offices in St. John's, Halifax, Montreal, Ottawa, Sturgeon Falls, Toroi:. 
Winnipeg, Regina, Edmonton and Vancouver, or from bookstore agents or other booksellers. 

7- 1400-503 


