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Help-wanted Index

Tha seasonally adjusted Help-wanted
Index (1981=100) for Canada increased to
64 from 60 between December 1984 and
January 1985

Theindex increasedin all regions excep!
for the Atlantic provinces where a decrease
to 168 from 220 was recorded. The Help-
wanted Index advanced to 68 from 63 in
Quebec.to 71 tfrom 66 in Ontario, to 37 from
341n the Prairie provinces and to 28 from 22
in British Columbia.

The shorttermtrend — a measure which
smooths irregular monthly fluctuations —
remained at the same level in January as
registered in December.

Contact J.P. Maynard or Horst Stiebert
{1i1%=4390-9900), Labour Division

New Motor Vehicle Sales
Unadjusted Sales
Dn" pnber 1984 ratail sales of all new motor

Ficles (without seasonal adjustmeént)
mcreased 12.1% compared to the same
month last year to 83,143 units. This is the
largest volume recorded for the month of
December since 1976 when sales totalled
92,769 units. Sales of passenger cars
manufactured in North America rose by
6.7% to 42259 units, while 20.596 North
American commercial vehicles were sold, a
gain of 34.1% over the same month in 1983
Retail sales of passenger cars made over
seas were 8.7% higher with 17 838 unils
sold, while sales of new commercial veti
cles from the same origin declined by
12.6% to 2,450 units.

The market share held by North Ameri-
can and Japanese manufacturers in
December 1984 decreased from their level
recorded in December last year of 70.7%
and 232% respectively, to 70.3% and
19.4%. Manutacturers from other countries
took 10.3% of the Canadian market of new
passenger car sales, a notable gain com-
pared 1o the 6.1% share they held at the
same ime a year earlier

The total dollar value of all new motor
vehicles sold in December 1984 increased
id. A% from the previous year to $1,072 6

llian. North American passenger cars
s0ld 'or $488.5 million (up 9.8%) and sales
ol =oimmercial vehicles builtin North Amer-
icatotalled $329.3 million (up 44 5%}. Sales
of passenger cars manufactured overseas
(continued page 2, col. 1)
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LATEST MONTHLY STATISTICS % Change
Previous From Year
EMPLOYMENT, INCOME Month Ago
Avileagh Weglly Zamings {8) ........ociennn... Nov 41076 408.25 41
b coma S alilon) ... e Nov 20001 8 20004 3 69
Persons with Jobs (million) ...............c...... Jan * 1068 1097 23
L AT al0dso) A S B B R Jan* 1483000 1.316,000 07
INVENTORIES
Qapartniect Store (Smillion) ..o, Nov. 39505 39242 25
Manutactures" Owned (S million) ................ Nov 32,862 5 329163 78
ORDERS
Manusagteers’ New Orders (8 million) ............ Nov 19.856 5 202782 80
MapulaGaxers Unlilled Orders ($ million) ......... Nov 22,1838 222230 91
PRICES
Conguady Price Index (1981=100) ............... Dec 1241 1240 38
B AHE Price Index (1981=100) .............. Dec 947 945 01
Piree, i Is Price Index (1877=100) ............ Dec 2219 2.7 45
Nadal, crude oll. Naligas .. ou. . ce e el Dec 156 5 1564 =
58 ww Salling Price Index (1871=100) ........... Dec 3139 RIRE! Lo
CONSTRUCTION Year-to-date
Bulding Pencis (S milfion) ......... .0 uviine. Nov 1.1403 14,021.6 3.6
Housing Starts — Litban Centres (units) ........... Dec 8,732 110,874 -17.4
ENERGY
Coai Production (thousand tonnNes) .........ovvu.. 5212 52:355 29.3
et Iy Generation (tferawatt hours) 375 383.8 8.2
el 8 Prcmui tion (million cubic metres) ..... Nov 8 570 79 844 8.6
Patoleu fafining (million cubic metres) ......... Nov T2 79.8 1.2
FOREIGN TRADE
Eiooim — &2 of Payments Basis ($ million) .. Dec 8,999 112,510 239
Iniseg — Dale s O Payments Basis ($ milion) .. Dec 6.905 91,679 254
PRODUCTION
Railway Carloadings (million tonnes) .............. Dec 169 240.0 15.9
St (ingots -~ thousand tonnes) ................ Jan.* 1 1158 1152 6.1
SALES
Department Store Sales ($ million) ............... Nov 1.254.7 9,666.7 5.1
Manufacturers’ Shipments ($ millien) ............. Nov 19.8958 207,942.6 13.7
New Motor Vehicle Sales ($ million) .............. Dec.* 10726 15,679.8 28.6
RelalFSalesSrmllioMS <. . .o v oo on oo .. Nov. 104629 103,039.0 9.0
Statistics are in current doliars and are not seasonally adjusted.
' - new this week.
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- sr=New-Motor-Vehicle Sales
rose- by 14'8% 1o $2268_milion, while
donimercial Vehicles ‘were 0.3% higher at
$28 1 million

easonally Adjusted Sales

Aljusted for seasonal fluctuations. helidays
and the numberot irading days. unit sales of
passenger_cars built in, Nogth America
(82 273~ i18)" increased. 15.1% in
Détember 1984 over November 1984
Seasonally adjusted sales of passenger
cars made overseas (24.694 units)
increased by 101% from the previous
month, while total commercial vehicles
(29.786 units) were 7.1% higher.

Annual Data

Total new motor vehicle sales for 1984
reached their highest level since 1979
(1.396.402 units) and totalled 1.283.502
units sold. Of this total, passenger cars and
commercial vehicles manufactured in
North America accounted for 724,932 and
273.604 units respectively, showing gains
ot 16.0% and 42.1% over the previous year.
There were 246,278 passenger cars built
overseas sold in Canada in 1984, 12.9%
higher than a year earlier, while saies of
commercial vehicles dropped by 14 3% to
38.688 units.

The retail value of these sales totalled
$15.679.8 million in current dollars and was
28.6% higher than last year. Passenger
cars sales accounted for $11,133.9 miilion
(up 23.2%). while commercial vehicies
sales contributed $4,540.8 million (up
43.9%) to the total.

The market shares held in 1984 by manu-
facturers from North America and other
countries increased from last year's shares
of 74.1% and 50% to 74.7% and 7.7%
respectively. Japanese manutacturers saw
their share decline from 20 9% for 1983 to
17.6% in 1984

Order the December 1984 issue of New
Motor Vehicle Sales (63-007, $2.75/827.50), or
contact Jean-Pierre Simard (613-990-9665),
Retail Trade Section, Merchandising and
Services Division.

Housing Starts in Canada

Seasonally Adjusted at Annual Rates

Thousands
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Source. Statistics Canada, Housing Starts
and Compietions

International Travel

Totat Travellers
During December 1984, prehminary statis-
tics show that an estimated 1 .8 million Uni-
ted States residents entered Canada, an
increase of 14.2% over December 1983.
Visitors from other countries increased by
3.8% to 96,000. Canadian residents re-
entering the country foliowing visits to the
United States totalled 2.5 million. down
08% from December 1983. Canadians
returning from visits to all other countries
increased by 6.4% to 122.000.

The international iravel flows during 1984
were as follows:
® 33.0 million United States residents
entered Canada, a 15% increase over
1983:
® visitors from other countries increased
by 6.3% to 1.9 million;
® Canadians returning from the United
States decreased by 56% to 36.8 million;
and
® residents returning from other countries
rose by 14.8% t0 2.0 million
Estimation of Tourists
Ona year-to-date basis, tourists to Canada
from the United Stalesin 1984 increased by
41% to 11.7 million; tourists from other
countries numbered 1.7 million, up 6.1%
from last year. Canadian lourist re-entries
from the United States numbered 11 .0 mil-
lion, down 8.3% from 1983, while residents
returning from countries other thanthe Uni-
ted States increased by 14.8% to a record
2.0 million

Order the December 1984 issue of Interna-
tional Travel — Advance Information (66-002,
$1.60/816), or contact Paul L. Paradis (613-
990-8932), International Travel Section.

Business Conditions

Canadian manufacturers expect produc-
tion during the first quarter of 1985 to be
maintained al approximalely the level
observed in the last quarter of 1984 The
January results show that respondents
whose shipmenis represent 56% of total
respondent’s shipments forecast that out-
put for the first three maonths of 1985 will
remain at about the same level as that for
the previous quarter. Respondents repres-
enting 22% of manufacturing output expect
higher production; the remaining 22% are
planning to reduce output.

Only manutacturers of intermediate
goods (except construction) are optimistic
about first quarter production. Manufactur-
ers in the other categories forecast that
output will be lower or about the same.

Respondents to the January survey
reported little change in the level of new
orders. Those representing 60% of manu-
facturing oulput reported that new orders
have remained at about the same ievei.
Only 21% indicated rising new orders while
19% reporied declining new orders. The
expori-oriented industries indicated a
sharp increase in new orders.

In the January survey. the backlog of
unfilled orders was reported to be higher
than normal by 16% of respondents, lower

The Labour Force

Estimates for January 1985 showed Garin-
da's seasonally adjusted unemploringite
rate rose 0.3% to 11.2% irom the rawssc
December 1984 rate of 109%. T
increase in the unemployment rate re:zii
from two factors: a shght declipe in
employment levels for women amd &n
increase in labour force participation
among men

The seasonally adjusted participation
rate was unchanged from the previous
month, holding at 64 9% There was, how-
ever, an increase of 0.5% in the participa-
tion rate among males to 76.9%, while the
rate declined by 0.4% tor females t0 53.5%.
The seasonally adjusted employment/
population ratio fell by 0.2% to 57.7% in
January.

Employment tor the week ending January
19, 1985 was an estimated 11,117,000, a
drop of 24,000 from December. Employ-
ment fell by 37,000 among people aged 15
to 24 to a level of 2,343,000. Levels of
employment rose slightly for those aged 25
and older, reaching an estimated
8.774,000. Full-time employment levels
decreased by anestimated 48.000in Janu-
ary to 9.409.000. There was a slight
increase in part-time employment, rising to
1,706.000.

Employment levels declined in the con-
struction (-23,000) and trade (-26.000) sec-
tors and increased in the agriculture sector
(+25.000). There was little or no chang# ¥\
employment levels for the re maining indum-
tries. On a regional basis, employimen
declined by an estimated 6,000 in -l
foundland, by 4,000 in Nova Scotia ard by
11,000 in Alberta. Little change was
reported in the levels of the remaimag
provinces.

The seasonally adjusied level of unem-
ployment for January 1985 rose by an esti-
mated 44,000 to 1,400,000. Unemployment
increased by 500,000 among those aged
15 to 24. The level of unemployment
climbed by an estimated 33.000 among
those aged 25 and older to 900,000,

Changes in the numbers of unemployed
at the provincial level were relatively smali,
with the exception of Newfoundland, where
the seasonally adjusted estimate increased
by 4,000.

Order the January 1985 jssue of The Labour
Force (71-001, $3.85/838.50). or contact Ken
Bennett (613-990-9448), Labour Force
Survey.

than normal by 27% and about normal by
58%. By comparison, in October 1984, 13%
reported higher than normal backlog, 26%
lower than normal and 62% about normal.

The level of finished product inventory
was felttobe too high by 28%, 100 low by 3%
and about right by 69%. In the Octobey S -
vey, 22% reported stocks of finished ¢aoda
as too high, 7% too low and 72% abou! #gi.

In terms of production impedime:iis, n.
shortage of working capital was notsd by
5% and a shortage of raw materials was
cited by 3%. However, 81% indicated no
difficulties were being experienced.

Contact T. Newton (613-990-9832), Manu-
facturing and Primary Industries Division.



Trusteed Pension Funds
During the third quarter of 1984, the book
walue of assels held in trusteed pension
finds increased by 2.8% to $90 7 billion
This represents an increase of $11.1 billion
o 13.2% relative to the same quarter of
i#83. This increase was distributed among
& various types of assets, especially bond
and stock holdings, which increased by
25% and 3.3% respectively during this
quarter. Nearly 73% of the increase in the
book value of the assets was absorbed by
bonds and stocks. registenng 45.9% and
25 9% respectively, these two investment
vehicles represented the greatest part of
the tolal assels Mortgages maintained their
proportion of the total at 7.3%.

Tolal income in the third quarter
amounted to $35 billion These receipts
came mainly trom investment income
which represented 52 4% of the total and
from contributions which represented
42.5%. The remaining 55% were made up
of net gains on sales of securities and items
of miscellaneous income. These receipls
aided, among other items, in tinancing the
$1,091 billion expenditures. Pension pay-
ments accounted tor nearly 80% and cash
withdrawals for 10 6% of total expenditures.
The net cash flow amounted to $2.4 bilhion,
a shght decrease from the $26 billion
recorded during the second quarter.

Order the Third Quarter 1984 issue of Quar-
iy Estimates of Trusteed Pension Funds (74-
U1, $2.75/811), or contact Hubert Frenken
[613-990-9900), Labour Division.

Farm Cash Receipts

= cash recaipts for thé period Januery-
December 1984 are piesently estimated at
$20.051 6 million, up 7.0% from 1983,

Receipts from the sale of field crops
totalled $9,656 9, 5.7% higher than last
year. Cash receipis from the sale of lives-
tock and hvestock products were estimated
at $9,678.8 million, a 6 6% rise over 1983
Other receipls were up 37.1% to $7159
million trom the previous year.

Order the January-December 1984 issue of
Farm Cash Receipis (21-001, $1.60/$16) or
contact John Lanthier (613-990-8706). Agri-
culture Statistics Division.

Farm Input Price Index

The preliminary Farm Input Price Index for
Canada stood at 107 9tor the fourth quarter
of 1984, down 0.9% from the revised third
quarter level of 1089. Between the fourth
quarter of 1983 and that of 1984, the index
rose by 3.6%.

The quarterly decrease was caused, in
large parl, by a decrease of 39% in the
index for animal production and.to a sharp
decline of 15.4% in prices for weanling pigs.
The crop production major component
Ingex also declined by 0.7%. Partially offset-
iing the impact of these declines were smali
ncreases which ranged from 0.3% for build-
NG and tencing to 1.6% for interest.

On a regional basis, the Farm Input Price
Index for Eastern Canada declined 2.4%
frarm thi thind gusitan 1984 The ardmal gro-

Quarterly Estimates of Income and Expenditures
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Source Statistics Canada. Quarterly Estimates ot Trusteed Pensian Fund$ [74-001)

Security Transactions
Foreign investment in outstanding Canadian
bonds in December produced a net capital
inflow of $260 million. This compared to the
surge in investment activity recorded in the
previous two months when non-residents
were net buyers of mare than $1 billion of
Canadian bonds in the secondary market.
The net investment in the current month
came principally from Continental Europe
and Japan, and largely represented pur-
chases of long matunty Government of Can-
ada issues. The gross value of foreign trad-
ing activity in Canadian bonds was nearly
halved to $1.4 billion in December

Trading with non-residents in outstanding
Canadian equities resulted in a net capital
outflow of $76 mitlion in December, up from a
net outflow of $12 million in November.

Residents of Canada increased their
holdings of outstanding foreign securities
by $129 million in December, similar {0 the
net investment recorded in November. In
the current month, Canadian residents
acquired $30 million of outstanding foreign
bonds, mainly United States Government
issues, and $39 million of foreign equities.

Order the December 1984 issue of Securily
Transactions with Non-residents (67-002,
$2.75/827.50), or contact John Motala (613-
990-9051). International and Financial Eco-
nomics Division.

duction index for Eastern Canada was
down by 7.2%. Between the fourth quarter
1983 and the fourth quarter 1984, the total
index increased by 3.2%.

In Western Canada, all the quarterly
changes in the component indexes were
relatively small with the total regional index
rising by 0.2%. The animal production index
declined by only 0.3%. Between the tourth
quarters of 1983 and 1984, the Farm Input
Price Index for Western Canada declined
by 3.7%.

Order the fourth quarter 1984 issue of Farm
Input Pricg Indexss (62-004, $4.40:817.60). or
contact Prices Division (613-990-9615 ).

Department Store Sales

Department stores in Canada reported
sales totalling $1.718.0 million in
December. down 0.8% from a year earlier.
Cumulative sales for January-December
1984 reached $11.384 7 million, a 4 2% rise
over the level recorded during the same
period in 1983,

On a regional basis. department store
sales in December were as follows (percen-
tage change from December 1983 in
pareniheses):
® Ontario, $653.2 million (+0.2%);
® Quebec, $312 2 million (+2 4%);
® British Columbia, $259.0 million (-7 0%);
® Alberta, $219.1 million (-3.0%);
® Atlantic provinces, $135.2 million
(+3.7%);
® Manitoba, $85 9 million (+0.4%); and
® Saskatchewan, $53.5 million (-0.6%).

Order the December 1984 issue of Deparl-
mert Store Salies by Regions (63-004,
$1.60/816), or contact the Retail Trade Sec-
tion (613-990-9665), Merchandising and Ser-
vices Division.
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