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June 28.1985 | | ATEST MONTHLY STATISTICS % Change
Gross Domestic Product o e
4 EMPLOYMENT, INCOME Month Ago
(Includlng Industrial Average Weekly Earnings {($1 -................... Apr.* 1854 413.99 42
PI’OdUCtiOﬂ) Labour Income($milion) ....................... Mar 19,746 0 19,5653 74
Parsons with Jobs (million) ...................... May 1141 1102 36
(Based on Seasonally Adjusted Data) T o I ) S T May 1329000 1437.000 -90
| INVENTORIES
GRESCoEBSIe Ratetin constdal 19781 § o aument Slore (Simillion) ... ... 00 L....... Api 35407 32756 18
prices advanced 0.4% in April 1985 follow- || \antacturers’ Owned ($ million) ~..voownnooon. .. Apr. 34,0495 34,1812 47
ing an upwardly revised growth rate ot 0.5% ORDERS
in March. The level of GDP in April stood Manutacturers' New Orders ($ miflion) ............ Apr 19,994 8 20.458.3 84
0.8% above the first quaster average. Indus- M'a‘;wgagturers Unfilled Orders ($ million) ......... Apr. 22,390.0 22,4589 48
- - ; . P E
trial production advanced 0.8% in April. the Consumer Price Index (1981=100) ............... May 1265 126.2 39
first monthly increase in 1985. New House Price Index (1881=100) .............. Apr 95.3 952 -0.2
About three-quarters of the April GDP Ran Materials G;ncellndex claz7=1aa) .. .50 ....... I‘:pr }‘Qgég ?g'g; gg
i o o xeleeal CruleToIl NMat'gas o'. . . .o, .5t oo es pr -
gam O,rlgmdt,ed within goods-producing indusiry Selling Price Indeg (WO 11008 . &, .... Apr 3178 3176 24
industries which grew a strong 0.8%. These s
: CONSTRUCTION Year-to-date
industries have now recovered all the out- Building Permits (S million) ...........co.oiven.. Mar 11848 27887 52
put lost over the previous two months and | Housing Starns — Urban Centres (units) ........... Apr 11,714 32,718 69 |
ara Bl their highest level since July 1984, | ENEII;(?)\A | i W Rz T R |
9 i : Q1 Proguction U MESURE 1., . ... ... I e} . {
The 'T'a’or contnputors 19 §18ig amoag Eléctricily Generation (terawatt hours) ............ Mar * 40 766 123 353 59 |
; i-producing industries were manutac- Natural Gas Production (mitlion cubic metres) ... .. Mar 8962 28248 125
luring and construction. Output of service- Petroleum Refining (thousand cubic metres) ... .... Mar * 6 960 20407 -10.5
pittucing industries was virtually ' FOREIGN TRADE , 1
unchanged in April | Exports = Balance of Payments Basis ($ million) Apr 10,360 39,141 12.2
{ ! 4 ¥ig:orts — Balance of Payments Basis ($ million) Apr 8,907 32,581 99
~ Manufacturing output increased by 1.0% PRODUCTION
in April with almost 85.0% of the manufac- Ratlway Carloadings (milklon 1onnes) . .....ovvaven.. Apr 205 76.2 215
turing growth due to the resumption of pro- | g&:&g\gms = [housand toNNEes} ................ May* 1 250 6 029 -4.9
dpcllon in two lndqstrles following labour Department Store Sales ($ million) ............... Apr. 90 .4 3,089.7 6.9
disputes — breweries and manufacturers | wan gacturers Shipments ($ million) ............. Mar.  20.155.4 56,730.6 4.5
of rubber and plastic products. Other | New Motor Vehicle Sales ($ miliion) .............. Apr. 20205 6,126.3 21.5
increases were recorded by manufacturers Retail Sales ($million) ...............coiiiiiiunn Aprt 103700 37.352.8 11.6

Statistics are in current dollars and are not seasonally adjusted.
* - new this week.
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of motor vehicles, furniture and fixtures, |
metal fabricated products, chemicals and
primary metals. In April, 57 of 107 compo-
nent industries in manufacturing increased
their output compared to 50 in March
Among industries which reported output
declines, the most significant were manu-

Gross Domestic Product

(Seasonally Adjusted)

facturers of motor vehicle partsandacces- || 1971 Dollars 1971 Dollars |
! ($ billions) ($ billions)
sories, pulp and paper mills, sawmills and o =

producers of office and store machinery.

Export volumes of woodpulp. newsprint and

office machinery decreased during Aprii 400
Output in the construction industry |

increased 1.7% in April, marking the first sub-

stantial rise since the same month one year |

ago. Both residential and non-residential build- |

ing activity recorded advances this month.
The strongest increase in the service

mdugtries was in finance, insurance and real

.BB-T.BLE. where outpu! increases among nsu-

30

S |

ance and real estate agencies, and security | i
twokie s and dealers contributed largely to the
fimin. An active housing market accounted for
e growth among insurance and real estate ! 110 prer
agencies which have grown strongly in three !
of the last four months. |
{continued page 2, col. 1)
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...Gross Domestic Product

The major desline-in-services was-in
wholesale trade. which had strong month-
to-month fluctuations, after a signiticant
5.9% increase the month before. Wholesale
frade output in April was 0.9% above its
average level in the previous six months.
Strong output decreases were reported by,
wholesalers of fdrm ‘products, electrical
machinery and “equipment.’ tumber and
building materials, and miscelaneous pro-
ducts. A slight decrease in retall trade this
month follows a large 3.4% jump in March.
Among retailers, department stores, cloth-
ing stores, service stations and garages all
recorded output declines. New motor vehi-
cle dealersreported a substantial 6.0% gain
in April following an equally large increase
in March. Qutput of new motor vehicle
dealersin April 1985 stood 21.0% above the
same month last year.

Users should note that Gross Domestic
Product will be revised beginning with the
data for 1983 to incorporate more recent
annual estimates, as well as new seasonal
factors. As a result, the release of data for
May 1985 will be delayed until sometime
during the week of August 5.

Order the April 1985 issue of Gross Domes-
tic Product by Industry (61-005, $10/$100) or
contact Ron Kennedy (613-990-9145), Indus-
try Measures and Analysis Division.

Retail Trade

Unadjusted Sales:

Prefiminary estimates of total retail trade for
April 1985 show an increase of 11.6% over
the same month last year, totaliing
$10.370.0 million in current dollars {(not
adjusted for inflation). Ail types of busi-
nesses surveyed reported increased sales
in April 1985 as compared to last year, with
the exception of florists whose sales
remained unchanged. The most notable
increases were reported in household
appliance stores (+27.7%), motor vehicle
dealers (+27.2%) and book and stationery
stores (+17.9%).

All provinces and terntories reported
sales increases in April 1985 over the cor-
responding month in 1984, with gainsrang-
ing from 3.9% in Prince Edward Island to
15.4% in Nova Scotia. At the metropolitan
area level, sales advanced in all cities for
which data are published: Winnipeg
(+15.2%); Toronto (+13.3%). Vancouver
(+10.4%); and Montreal (+8.7%).

Cumuilative retail sales for the first four
months of 1985 were $37,352.8 million, up
9.4% over the same period a year earlier.

The revised sales estimates for March
1985 amounted to $9.999.5 million, an
increase of 9 1% over March 1984
Seasonally Adjusted Sales:

Adjusted tor seasonal fluctuations, holidays
and the number of selling days, retail sales
totalied $10.463.3 miltion in current doliars
in April 1985, a decrease of 1.0% over the
preceding month's revised total of
$10,564.1 million. The largest saies
decreases were recorded by: household
furniture stores (-6.4%); sporting goods and

(continued col. 2)

accessories stores (-4.4%);, and women'’s
clothing stores (-4.3%). The most notable
increases were reported by: used car
dealers (+53%). household apphance
stores (+3.5%), and combination stores
(groceries and meat) {+1.2%).

Higher sales were reported in Quebec
(+0.9%), Alberta (+08%) and Prince
Edward lsland (+0.4%) in April t985 com-
pared to March; the remaining provinces
and territories recorded lower sales with
declines ranging from 0.1% in Newfound-
land to 2 3% in Saskatchewan. In the met-
ropolitan areas surveyed, gains were
posted in Montreal (+1.0%) and in Van-
couver (+0.7%). while declines were
reportedin Toronto {-1.4%) and in Winnipeg
(-0.4%)

Order the April 1985 issue of Retail Trade
(63-005, $14/$140), or contact Lina Di Piétro,
(613-990-9665), Industry Division.

Employment, Earnings and
Hours

The preliminary estimates of employment
for the Canada industrial aggregate
increased by 0.5% from March to April
1985. All industry divisions contributed to
the increase except forestry, mining and
services which decreased. Newfoundland,
Quebec, Alberta, British Columbia and the
Northwest Territories all registered
decreases, while the remaining provinces
registered increases.

Average weekly earnings, at the Canada
industrial aggregate level, increased by
0.6% from $413.99 in March to $416.54 in
April. All industry divisions contributed to
the increase except manufacturing which
decreased slightly. All provinces and tefri-
toriesregistered increases except for New-
foundland and New Brunswick.

Order the April 1985 issue of Employment,
Earnings and Hours (72-002, $35/8350) avail-
able the third week of July. Contact Jack
Beauregard (613-990-9900), Labour Division.

Crude Petroleum and Natural
Gas Production

During March 1985, production of cruda
oiland equtvalent hydrocarbons amoirt=
edto 7 952 8" thousand cubic metres. up
3.0% from the previous year. Expeils
were up 45.1%to 2 540.3 thousand cubie
metres, and imports fell 44.3% to 874.1
thousand cubic metres. Canadian retin-
ery receipts of crude oil totalled 6 150.8
thousand cubic metres, down 16.8% from
the previous year.

During the same month, net withdra-
wals of natural gasrose 13.3%to 8 961.8
million cubic metres. Marketable produc-
tion of natural gas after treatment at pro-
cessing plants amounted to 7 177.4 mil-
lion cubic metres, up 15.0%, while net
withdrawals of natural gas liquids (pro-
pane, butanes and ethane), reached
1 335.9” thousand cubic metres, up 7.8%
from the previous year. Exports of natural
gas amounted 10 2 460.3 million cubic
metres, up 42.2% , and sales in Canada
rose 3.1% fromlastyearto 5 355.4 million
cubic metres.

p = preliminary figures.

Order the March 1985 issue of Crude Petro-
leum and Natural Gas Production (26-006,
$8/880), or contact Gerard O'Connor (613-
990-9823), Industry Division.

Estimates of Labour Income

Labour income for the month of March 1 38:
was estimated at $19.756.0 million, an
increase of $1,360.4 million or 7.4% from
March 1984.

Adjusted for seasonal variation, wages
and salaries increased by $63.8 million
between February and March 1985 to
$18,205.4 million.

Order the January - March, 1985 issue of
Estimates of Labour Income (72-005, $15/360) ,
or contact Georgette Gauthier (613-990-
9900), Labour Division.

Average Weekly Earnings in Canadian Industry

April 1985*
Industry Division
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Union Wage Rate Indexes,
Tha Canada total Union Wage Rate Index
[1851=100) lor construction trades (includ
g supplements) increased by 3.3% lo
32 0in May trom April's level of 127.8. The
¢l index level for Halifax rose 9.7% and
1,2% in Saint John. In Quebec, Omario and
British Columbia city index levels advanced
4.4% on average. Winnipeg moved 2.0%,
while indexes in Saskatchewan, Alberta
and Newtoundland showed no change.

Onayear-to-year basis, the Canada total
level rose 3.2%. On a city basis, the largest
annual increase was reported in Halitax
(12.6%). Cities in Quebec, Ontario and Brit-
ish Columbia increased 4.5% on average.
Winnipeg advanced slightly (2.0%) as did
the Saint John index (1.5%). Cities in Sas-
katchewan and Alberla reported no
change. Conversely, the index for St John's
posted a decrease of 9.8%. This decline
was the result of a roll-back in contract
settlements for select trades in August
1984,

Associated increases in the "basic only”
Union Wage Rate indexes approximated
those displayed tor the basic plus supple-
ment indexes. The only exceptions were
Vancouver and Victoria where the monthly
"pbasic only” indexes increased by 2.9%
and 3.0%. respectively.

It should be noted that the estimates of
ymar-over-year change are derived from
contract agreements which have aiready
tsan signed in all Ssurvey provinces except
Seskatchewan and Alberta. Rates for these
w0 provinces remain at their last contract
fwvel. Users are reminded that these
indexes have a two-year revision policy.

Order, the second quarter issue Of
Construction Price Statistics (62-007, $15/860),
or contact Lisa Gay Tremblay (613-990-
9601), Prices Division,

Community Colleges

and Vocational Schools:
Educational Staff and Median
Salary

Praliminary data on full-time educational
statf in Canadian communily colleges and
vocational schools in the fall of 1983 indi-
cate a slight increase of 1.0% or 184 staft
members over the preceding year Only
one province (Saskatchewan at 13.6%)
showed a noticeable increase in both post-
secondary and trade level programs

The number of educational statf for post-
secondary programs rose by 1.6% (167
members) to 10,135 New Brunswick and
Saskatchewan showed respective
increases of 18.1% and 14.6%. other pro-
vinces showed increases of lessthan 6.0%,
wiiie Newtoundland, Manitoba and British
Loiumbia recorded respective declines ot
4 3%, 44% and 3.2%.

Al the postsecondary level. increases in
e median salaries ranged from 3.5% in
Brittish Columbia to 13 2% in Saskaiche-
wan. New Brunswick and Manitoba showed
respective increases of 12.1% and 11.2%.

Wholesale Trade

Sales

Spurred by d strong increase inthe sales of
machinery and equipment components
and imported motor vehicles, wholesale
merchants' sales rose significantly for the
second consecutive month, resulting in a
13.7% advance in April 1985 over the same
period last year. Revised sales for March
1985 were up 12.0% from the March 1984
level.

In April 1985, all major trade groups regis-
tered increased sales from a year earlier,
with the exception of lumber and building
materials (-4.8%). The most nolable gains
were reported by the tollowing major trade
groups: other machinery, equipment and
supplies (+24.8%); motor vehicles and
accessories (+24.5%). and metals, hard-
ware, plumbing and heating equipment
(+21.6%). All regions posted sales
increases from a year earlier, ranging from
17.5% in the Atiantic provinces to 9.1% in
British Columbia (including the Yukon and
Northwest Territories).

Cumulative sales by wholesale mer-
chants for the first four months of 1985
were up a significant 10.2% over the
January-April 1984 period. Notable gains
were reported by wholesalers of other
machinery, equipment and supples
(+20.1%); and metals, hardware, plumb-
ing and heating equipment (+19.5%).
Inventories
Wholesale inventories in April 1985
increased by 6.2% from the corresponding
period in 1984. Revised inventories for
March 1985 were up 6.4% from the March
1984 level.

The ratio of inventories to sales al the end
of April 1985 was 1.65:1, down significantly
from 1.76:1 a year earler.

Order the April 1985 issue of Wholesale
Trade (63-008, $5/850), or contact Gilles Ber-
niquez (613-990-9679), Industry Division.

The number of educational staft for trade
level programs increased by 17 10 6,687, a
marginal gain of less than 0.5%. Saskat-
chewan and Alberta were the only two pro-
vinces showing increases of more than
6.0%. Newfoundland, Prince Edward Isiand,
Nova Scota and Manitoba showed the
largest decreases, between 7.0% and 8.0%
each.

The median salaries of educational staff
in trade level programs all increased by
more than 5.0%. British Columbia showed
the smallest increase at 5.7%. while Sas-
katchewan showed the largest increase at
13.5%. Five provinces showed increases of
more than 10.0%, namely: Nova Scotia,
Manitoba, New Brunswick, Prince Edward
Island and Saskatchewan.

Order the 1983-84 edition of Educational
Staff of Community Colleges and Vocational
Schoois (81-254, $20), or contact R. Lortie or
D. Lynd (613-990-8283), Education, Culture
and Tourism Division.

Benefit Periods under the
Unemployment Insurance Act
In 1983 over 11.2 million pgrsons contrid-
uled to unemployment insurance and one
out of three contributors received benefits
during that year.

The number of persons receiving unem-
ployment benefits continued to increase in
1983, albeit at a lower rate than in 1982,
After advancing by 28.4% in 1982, the
number of beneficiaries rose by 8.7% to 3.4
million in 1983; compared with 1981, the
increase is 39.6%.

Females continued to remain on claim
longer than males. The average duration ot
a benefil period terminated in 1983 was
26.3 weeks for females and 24.9 weeks for
males.

Order the 1983 issue of Benefit Periods
Established and Terminated Under the Unem-
ployment Insurance Acl, (73-201, $30). or con-
tact J.-P. Maynard or H. Stiebert (613-990-
9900), Labour Divisiort.

Department Store Sales
Department stores in Canada reported
sales totailing $901 4 million in April 1985,
an increase of 6.9% from a year earlier.

Cumulative sales for the period January
to April 1985 totalled $3,089.7 million, up
4.4% from the same period in 1984,

On a regional basis, department store
sales during the month were as follows
(percentage change from April 1984 in
parentheses)
® Atlantic Provinces, $64.2 million (+3.8%);
® Quebec, $175.4 million (+8.1%);
® Ontario, $329.7 million (+8.8%);
® Manitoba, $48.6 million (+7.1%);
® Saskatchewan, $29.3 million (+6.9%);
® Alberta, $117.6 million (+3.8%); and
& British Columbia, $136.7 million (+7.1%).

Order the Aprit 1985 issue of Department
Store Sales and Stocks (63-004, $4/840), or
contact the Industry Division (613-990-9665).
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Cata- In Canada: Elsewhere:

logue Price per Price per
AGRICULTURE/NATURAL RESOURCES e ISRy bk
Farm cash receipts, January-April 1985 21-001 $7/870 $8/%80
Index numbers of farm prices of agricultural products, Aprii 1985 62-003 $6/%60 $7/%70
Production of poultry and eggs. 1984 23-202 $30 $31
INOUSTRIAL ORGANIZATION AND FINANCE
Industrial corporations First Quarter 1985 61-003pP $15/860 $16/%64
INOUSTRY
Construction type plywood. April 1985 35-001 $4/340 $5/%$50
Factory sales of electric storage batteries, April 1985 43-005 $4/840 $5/$50
Particleboard, Waferboard and Hardboard, April 1985 36-003 $4/%40 $5/%$50
Production, shipments and stocks on hand of sawmills east of the Rockies.
March 1985 35-002 $8/%$80 $9/%90
Refined petroleum products. March 1985 45-004 $15/%150 $16/$160
Steel wire and specified wire products, April 1985 41-006 $4/%40 $5/850
INTERNATIONAL AND FINANCIAL ECONOMICS
International Travel. Apri 1085 £6-001P 35550 S6/560
Travel between Canada and otaes countries Janusry-ssch 1985 88-00i H3AGIE N0 BOE. 50/ Fi a8
INTERNATIONAL TRADE
Imports by countries, Jarsmiv-higch i 955 £5-00& $75/53300 SES/ET40
Summary of Canadian international trade. April 1985  ~ 65-001 $15/8150 $16/$160
LABOUR
Employment, earnings and hours. March 1985 72-002 $35/8350 $36 50/$365
Quarterly Estimates of Trusteed Pension Funds. Fourth Quarter 1984 74-00M $101840 $11/%$44
PRICES
Construction price statistics. First Quarter 1985 62-007 $157860 S16/%64
PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS d
Provincial government enterprise finance. 1982 61-204 325 $26.50 [
TRANSPORTATION
Air passenger origin and destination, 1983 51-205 $74 $87
Railway carloadings. 10-day period ending May 31, 1985 Vol. 1, No.7 52-005 $75 $100
Railway carloadings. 7-day period ending June 7. 1985, Vol. 1, No.8 52-005 $75 $100
These publications can be purchased by writing to Publication Sales and Services, Room 1710, Main Building, Statistics Canada, Ottawa
K1A 0T6. Please enclose cheque or money order payable to the Receiver General for Canada and provide full information on publications
required {(number, title, issue).

Publications can also be ordered through Statistics Canada's offices in St. John's, Halifax, Montreal, Ottawa, Sturgeon Falls, Toronto,

Winnipeg, Regina, Edmonton and Vancouver, or from bookstore agents or other booksellers.

7-1400-503




