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External Trade EMPLOYMENT, INCOME 

	

Previous 	From Year 

	

Month 	Ago 
On 	a 	seasonally 	adjusted 	balance 	of Average Weekly Earnings($) 	.......................... May 	417.05 416.15 3.7 
payments basis, preliminary estimates for Labourincome$ rntlJton I 	................ ............ ..May 	20,520.4 20,097.1 6.0 
June 	indicate 	that 	Canada's 	exports PersonswithJobs(rnilljon) 	............................ June 	11.62 11.41 2.7 
declined for the third consecutive month, by Unemployed............................................. June 	1,293,000 1,329,000 -5.1 
3.0% or $296 million, to a level of $" INVENTORIES 

Department Store IS million. 	.......................... May 	3,517.4 3,540.7 5.4 billion. 	Following the record level $10.4 Manufacturers' Owned (8 million) 	.................... May 	33,765.4 34,032.0 3.6 billion reached in March declines of 2.8% in ORDERS 
April and 1.5% in May were posted. Manufacturers' New Orders 5 million) 	............. May 	21,439.9 19,971,0 5.4 	I 

Following 	a 	5.5% 	increase 	LU 	May, Manufacturers' Unfilled Orders iS million) 	......... May 	22.588,1 22,403.1 2.3 
imports climbed a further 1.7% or $139 PRICES 
million to a record breaking level of $8.5 Consumer Price Index (1981= 100).................... June 	127.2 126,5 4.1 
billion. New House Price Index) 1981 = 100) ................. June 	95.6 95.2 0.3 

The net effect of these movements in Raw Materials Price Index 11977 = 100).............. June 	222.1 222.8 2.1 
June was to bring down the merchandis e Excl.coal.crudeoil,nat.gas 	.......................... June 	157.5 158.0 .3.2 
trade surplus to $1.2 billion, the smallest Industry Selling Price Index (1971 = 100)............. June 	318.9 318.7 2.5 
surplus registeredsince September 1983. CONSTRUCTION 

Building Permits($ million) 	........................... May 	1,743.7 6,831.1 
Year-do-date 

19.9 Quarter-to-Quarter Housing Starts - Urban Centresunit& 	........... June 	13,617 60,672 12.2 In 	the 	second 	quarter, 	total 	exports ENERGY 
unused a marginal 0.4% or $118 million to Coal Production (thousand tonnes) 	................. Mar. 	5592 13951 14.6 

billion, following an increase of 2.2% ElectricityGenerationterawauhours) 	.............. Mar. 	40766 123353 5.9 ai29,I( 
Natural Gas Production (million cubic metres) 	....Mar. 8 962 28248 12.5 

1 	

the first quarter. 	Imports registered 
i rh stronger growth 	in 	both quarters. Petroleum Refining (thousand cubic metres)......... Mar. 	6960 20407 -10.5 

re.ullg 22% to a level of $24.8 billion in the FOREIGN TRADE 
u''und and 4.5% in the firstquarter. The net Exports- BalanceofPaymentsBasis($millicsn) .June* 	10,325 60,311 9,4 

ellect on the merchandise trade balance was Imports - Balance of Payments Basis ($ million) . June 	8,683 50,325 9.5 
a coincidentally equivalent decline of $417 PRODUCTION 
million 	in 	each 	quarter, 	bringing 	the Railway Carloadings imillion t.orsnesl ............... May 	22.0 98.2 1.4 
balance from a record level $5.8 billion in 

Steel (ingots - thousand tonnes) 	..................... June 	1 240 7279 .4.0 
the fourth quarter of 1984 to a level of $5.0 

SALES 
Department Store Sales ($ million) 	................. May 	990.6 4 1 080.3 4.9 billion in the current quarter. Manufacturers' Shipments $ million) 	.............. May 	21,254.8 98,160.8 6.2 

For the first six months of 1985, the New Motor Vehicle Sales 	5 million) 	............... May 	2,007.1 8,134.6 20.9 
merchandise trade surplus amounted to RetailSales$millioni 	.. ............................... May 	11,565.1 48,966.9 10.2 
$10.4 billion compared to $9.6 billion for the Statistics are in current dollars and are not seasonally adjusted. 
same period last year. - new this week. 
Short-Term Trend . - 	-- - -. 
The short-term trend rate of growth for . 
exports, 	which 	provides 	a 	less 	volatile Canadian Merchandise Exports and lmports* picture of the month-to-month fluctuations 

--' 

in trade, has been moderating steadily since 
February and turned negative in the most Adjusted for 5r'asooal Vu,ationi 
recent month. 	The short-term trends for M5'os of Dollars Dollars 
exports of automotive products and for 35,il1  u - 35,000 

industrial goods and materials have been 
negative for several months. Strong growth 30 000 	 dise Imports - 30,000 
in the trend for energy products and more andise Exports 
moderate 	increases 	in 	machinery 	have 25 000 - 25,000 
tended to offset these movements, but both 
have been much weaker in the current 
period. 	The trend for exports of forest 20,000 20,000 

products has been virtually flat throughout 
1985, 	declining 	slightly 	in 	the 	current 

J- ,M,n 

15,000 - 15,000 
period. 

Vif h the addition ofJune data, the short- io,000 - 10,000 
nd rate of growth for imports, which 

t 	

''n growing slowly for most of 1985, 
5000 

 'Ierated in the current period. The trend 
wis reflecting modest growth in machinery 

il consumer goods and more robust growth 01981 	: 	1982 	: 	1983 : 	1984 
iii .ndustrial goods and materials. The trend 
continued page 2, col, 1) 

Balance of Paymenis Basis 

Source: Statltics Caned., Summary of External Trade (65-001) 
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External Trade 
for imports of automotive products, which 
declined in the March/April period and 
offset growth in the other major categories, 
turned positive in the current period. In the 
most recent months, energy products have 
demonstrated strong growth. 
Commodity Analysis 
Fairly widedspread declines among exports 
for all stages of fabrication contributed to 
the decline of nearly $300 million at the 
total level. Wheat exports dropped 20.4% or 
$68 million, accounting for the largest share 
of the decline of $93 million in food. Crude 
materials posted a rise of $33 million, the 
only increase among the stages of 
fabrication: increases in coal and iron ores 
were partially offset by widespread declines 
among the other crude material 
commodities. Within fabricated materials, 
which posted a decline of $176 million, 
petroleum and coal products, down $77 
million and precious metals, down $60 
million, were the largest contributors. End 
products declined $53 million: declines of 
$54 million in trucks and $90 million in 
motor vehicle parts were only partially 
offset by an increase in automobiles of $81 
million. 

The increase of $139 million in total 
imports masks large countervailing 
movements among the stages of fabrication. 
Food was down slightly by $19 million. 
Crude materials fell $150 million, largely 
reflecting the $165 million decline in crude 
petroleum. Fabricated materials increased 
$159 million, attributable mostly to an 
increase of $141 million in petroleum and 
coal products. The $108 million increase in 
end products also hides large countervailing 
movements: automotive products rose by 
$258 million, almost equally split between 
automobiles and parts while aircraft and 
office machinery accounted for a partially 
offsetting decline of$ 139 million. 
Trading Partner Analysis 
The decline in Canada's export performance 
in June was due primarily to weaker 
demand in the U.S. economy. The 
American economy has expanded by Just 
about 1% in the first six months.) Declines in 
exports of automotive products, petroleum 
and coal products and precious metals 
accounted for the bulk of the fall in exports 
to the I.J.S. of $252 million. A decline of$154 
million in exports to "other countries", 
reflecting primarily declining wheat 
exports, brought exports to "other countries" 
to its lowest level since January 1980. 
Increases to Japan and the United Kingdom 
helped to counterbalance the decline at the 
total level. 

An increase in imports of automotive 
products was the primary contributor to the 
rise of $269 million in imports from the 
United States. Imports from the United 
Kingdom and Other E.E.C. countries were 
at record levels. 

Order the June 1985 issue of 
Summary of Canadian International 
Trade 65-001, $15' $150), available the 
fourth week of August, or contact Gordon 
Blaney (673-990-9647), Trade information 
Unit, or Judith Frederick (613-990-9784). 
Trade Measures and Analysis Section. 
international Trade Division. 

For summary information, order 
Preliminary Statement of Canadian 
International Trade (65-00Ip.$5450). 

New Housing Price Indexes 
The New Housing Price Index (1981 = 100) 
for Canada stood at 95.6 in June, up 0.4% 
from its May level of 95.2. This is the largest 
monthly increase at the total level since 
June 1981. This index of Canadian housing 
contractors selling prices now stands 0.3% 
higher than the year-earlier level of 95.3, 
due in part to a moderation in year-over-
year declines experienced in some Prairie 
cities. Between May and June 1985, the 
estimated house only index increased 0.3% 
to 98.0. The estimated land only index 
increased 0.8% to 92.0, mainly as a result of 
gains in southern Ontario. 

Between May and June the largest 
increases in the price index were noted for 
St. Catharines- Niagara (1.6%) and 
Hamilton (1.5%). Monthly increases were 
also noted for Montreal (1.0%), Kitchener 
(1.0%), Quebec 0.9%), London (0.9%), 
Toronto (0.6%), Regina (0.6%), Calgary 
(0.6%), Winnipeg (0.4%), Windsor (0.3%), St. 
John's (0.2%), Halifax (0.2%), Saskatoon 
(0.1%) and Edmonton (0.1%). Monthly 
decreases were noted for Victoria (0.7%) and 
Ottawa-Hull (0.1%). Saint John-Moncton 
and Vancouver showed no monthly price 
movement. 

Between June 1984 and June 1985, the 
largest year-over-year increase was noted 
for St. Catharines-Niagara (14.9%), followed 
by Saint .John-Moncton (9.5%), Halifax 
(6.9%), Kitchener (6.4%), Quebec (5.6%), 
Hamilton (5.2%), Windsor (5.2%), Winnipeg 
(4.7%), Montreal (3.7%), London (3.0%), 
Toronto (2.0%), Calgary (2.0%), St. John's 
(1.5%). Saskatoon (1.1%). and Regina (0.6%), 

The largest year-over-year decrease was 
noted for Victoria (-8.3%), followed by 
Edmonton 0.5%), Vancouver (-5.6%) and 
Ottawa-Hull (-2.2%). 

Order the second quarter 1985 issue of 
Construction Price Statistics (62-007, 
$151 $60), or Contact the Prices Division 
(613-990-9601). 

Housing Starts 
Housing starts during June were at a 
seasonally adjusted annual rate of 145,000 
units for all areas, down 9.9% from the 
previous month. The decrease reflected a 
drop in the number of multiple units started. 

Order the June 7985 issue of Housing 
Starts and Completions (64 -002, 
$154150). or Contact P. Pichette 613-990-
9689), Science. Technology and Capital 
Stock Division. 

Help-wanted Index 
After declines in May and June the 
seasonally adjusted Help-wanted Index 
(1981 = 100) for Canada increased from 69 to 
72 or by 4.3% between June and July. 

The seasonally adjusted Canada and 
regional indices for July are listed below. 
Also shown, in brackets, are the June levels 
and the respective percentage changes. 
• Canada: 72(69. +4.3%); 
• Atlantic Provinces: 117(117, no change); 
• Quebec: 81(78, +3.8%); 
• Ontario: 89(86, +3.5%; 
• Prairie Provinces: 44(46,4.3%); 
• BritishColumbia: 33(27, +22.2%). 

Order the July 1985 issue of Help-
wanted Index /71 -003, $2.50425). or 
contact Hort Stiebert or Jean-Pierre 
Mavnard(613-990-9900). Labour Division. 

Labour Income 
Labour Income fir May 1985 was estimated 
at $20,520.4 mi]lion, an increase of$ 1,161.5 
million or 6.0% from May 1984. 

Adjusted for seasonal variation, wages 
and salaries decreased by $1.0 million 
between April 1985 and May 198.5 to 
$18,347.0 million. 

Order the April-June 7985 issue or 
Estimates of Labour Income (72.005. 
$1 5i$60), or contact Georgette Gauthier(613-
990- 9900), Labour Division. 

Bus and Urban Transit 
In June 1985, 66 Canadian urban transit 
systems collected 	117,113,587 	initial 
passenger fares. Operating revenues 
amounted to $72,391,444. 

During the same period. 16 passenger 
bus carriers earning $500,000 or more 
annually from intercity and rural bus 
operations carried 1,818,746 fare passengers 
and earned $17,722,508 in operating 
revenues. 

Order the June 7985 issue of Passenger 
Bus and Urban Transit Statistics (53- 
003, $6.501$65), or contact Yvan Deslauriers 
(673 -990-8700), Transportation Division. 

Confectionery 
During the quarter ended June 1985, the 
value of shipments of chocolate 
confectionery was $97,939,966, up 11.6 % 
over the value of shipments of $87,742,394 
during the second quarter in 1984. 
Second Quarter 1985 

During the second quarter in June I 9(5. 
the value of shipments of suor 
confectionery was $34,496.2 13, represe tit 
a 2.3% increase over the value of shipnient 
of $33,728,350 during the second quarter 
1984. 

Order the second quarter 1985 issue of 
Confectionery ('32-027. $5420), or contact 
Brian Prestan (613-990-9835), Industry 
Division. 
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Building Permits 
The seasonally adjusted value of building 
permits issued by Canadian municipalities 
in May slipped 2.8% to $1,603.8 million from 
$1,649.4 million in April. The non 
residential sector, which was particularly 
strong in April, was responsible for the drop 
recorded in May, while the residential sector 

wed continued increases. 
fte seasonally adjusted value of 
dential construction in May continued to 

: .~c for a fourth consecutive month, up 5.2% 
run the previous month to $858.1 million. 
tH strengthening building intentions in 

the single-detached sector contributed to 
this increase; in the multiple unit dwelling 
sector intentions declined slightly but 
remained at relatively high levels. On a 
seasonally adjusted basis, 13,201 units were 
approved in May 7,247 single detached and 
5,954 multiple dwellings), up 1.5% from the  
13,012 units approved in April 46,928 single 
detached and 6,084 multiple dwellings. 
Translated into annual terms, these 
approvals represented 158,400 units in May 
1985 and 156,100 units in April 1985 
Ontario, the Prairies and British Columbia 
all registered an increase in building permit 
approvals for May. 

The seasonally adjusted value of non-
residential projects recorded a month.to. 
month decrease in May. down 10.5% to 
$745.7 million. In spite of this drop, the non 
residential level of intentions in May 
remained fairly strong compared to the 
levels recorded during the recession. The 
industrial sector, which was particularly 
strong in April, decreased 46.7% to $136.4 
million, Building permits taken out in the 
commercial sector slipped 2.9% to $388.6 
million, while the public sector registered 
$220.7 million, up 24.7%. Only the Prairies 
iii! 'ttlantic regions recorded increases in • . residential building permit totals for 

Urder the May 1985 issue of Building 
Permits (64.001. $201$200), or contact G. 
.ernay 613-990-9689). Science. Technology 
:rid Capital Stock Division. 

Farm Prices of Agricultural 
Products 
The June 1985 estimate of the index of farm 
prices of agricultural products for Canada is 
296.4(1971 = 100). 0.9% more than the May 
1985 estimate of 293.9 and 6.3% less than 
the June 1984 estimate of316.2. 

The 0.9% increase in the overall index 
from May 1985 to June 1985 was due to a 
1.4% increase in the total livestock and 
livestock products sub-index. Hog prices 
showed the largest increase among livestock 
items, up 8.4%, while cattle and poultry 
prices registered smaller gains. 

The total crops sub-index was unchanged 
from May. A seasonal increase in potato 
prices was offset by decreases in grain and 
oilseed prices. 

The largest increases in the total index 
were in Prince Edward Island and New 
Brunswick and were due to higher potato 
and hog prices. All other provinces 
registered increases, except for 
Saskatchewan which showed no change. 

The index changes for the provinces in 
June 1985 are as follows: 
• Prince Edward Island +3.2%; 
• Nova Scotia 	 + 1.6%; 
• New Brunswick 	+ 1.9%; 
• Quebec 	 + 1.8%; 
• Ontario 	 + 1.2%; 
• Manitoba 	 + 0.2%; 
• Saskatchewan 	 0.0%; 
• Alberta 	 + 0.7%; 
• British Columbia 	+0.6%. 

The index is designed to measure (as 
closely as can be determined) changes in 
prices received by producers at the farm gate 
or first local delivery point. Current initial 
prices are used for Western wheat, oats and 
barley from August 1984 through June 
1985. Sub-indexes for livestock, crops and 
their components are also available on a 
provincial basis. 

Order the June issue of Index Numbers 
of Farm Prices of Agricultural Products 
(62 -003, $6$60), or contact Paul Murray 
(613-990-8706), Agriculture and Natural 
Resources Diutsion. 

Civil Courts in Canada 
Civil Courts in Canada, a new report 
prepared by the Canadian Centre for Justice 
Statistics, contains useful and timely 
information on civil courts operating across 
Canada. 

This publication presents a general 
model of civil process and discusses the 
major themes and issues in civil justice 
today. One of the publication's primary 
purposes is to provide a contextual 
framework within which future national 
civil court statistics can be analyzed. There 
is a special section on the Small Claims 
Court as well as an examination of the 
Charter of Rights and Freedoms and recent 
developments at the federal and provincial 
levels. 

Civil Courts in Canada (85-509. 
Canada: $25; Other Countries: $26.50) is a 
handy reference tool for anyone interested 
in comparing civil court jurisdictions, 
procedures, hierarchies and locations across 
Canada. For more information, contact 
Robert Kingsley (613-990-6610). Canadian 
Centre for Justice Statistics. 

Farm Input Price Index 
The Farm Input Price Index (FTP!, 
1981=100) for Canada for the second 
quarter in 1985 stood at a preliminary level 
of 108.9, up 0.2% from the revised first 
quarter level of 108.7. Compared to the 
second quarter in 1984, the index rose 1.6%, 
which is the smallest annual change of the 
last six quarters. 

The main contributor to the quarterly 
change was the crop production index which 
increased by 2.3%, due mainly to higher 
premiums for crop Insurance (7.3%), higher 
prices for pesticides (2.8%) and fertilizer 
(1.8%). Other major contributors include 
such groups as machinery and motor 
vehicles, up 0.7%. and hired farm labour, up 
1.6%. These increases were partially offset 
by a decrease in the indexes for interest 
(2.8%)and animal production (0.3%). 

The change of 1.6% over four quarters 
was a result of increases in all major group 
indexes with the exception of animal 
production. The largest contributor to this 
increase came from the machinery and 
motor vehicles group, which rose 3.4%. 
mainly because of a 12.1% increase in 
petroleum product prices; new machinery 
prices declined 0.6%, Within the animal 
production group, weanling pig prices were 
9.7% below those in the second quarter 1984 
and feed prices were down 8.2%. 

Regionally, the Eastern Canada Index 
was down 0.6% from the first quarter and 
now stands 0.2% above its year ago level. In 
Western Canada the index was up 0.8% in 
the second quarter in 1985 and rose 2.7% 
over the second quarter in 1984. 

Order the Second Quarter 1985 issue of 
Farm Input Price Indexes (62.004, 
$I01$40), or contact the Prices Diuiaion 
Information and ('ijrreng Analysis Union 
( 613-990-9606/07). 

Railway Freight Traffic 
Revenue freight tratlic handled by railways 
in Canada in 1984 totalled 254.6 million 
tonnes, an increase of 15.0% from the 1983 
level. Domestic loadings were up by 15.7% 
in 1984 to 239.8 million tonnes, while 
receipts from United States connections 
advanced by 5.8% to 14.8 million tonnes. 

Contact the Surface Transport Unit (613-
990-8693), Transportation Dius ion. 

Heating Products 
Shipments of Canadian manufactured 
radiant heating stoves totalled $2.4 million 
for the second quarter of 1985, an increase of 
36.0% over the $1.8 million shipped during 
the same period in 1984. 

Manufacturers 	shipments 	of 
Canadian-made solid fuel burning heating 
products for the secrnd quarter of 1985 are 
now available. Radiant heating stoves 
represented 19.2% of the total value of 
shipments reported in this survey. Data on 
the number of units shipped are also 
available. 

Order the second quarter issue of 
Shipments of Solid Fuel Burning 
Heating Products (25-002, $1112), or 
contact Michel Cormier i613-990-9826), 
Industry Division. 
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