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Department Store Sales 
Department stores in Canada reported sales 
totalling $1,835.4 million in December1985. 
an  increase of 7.0% from a year earlier. 

Cumulative sales for the period January 
to December 1985 totalled $12,056.7 mil-
lion, up 5.9% from the same period in 1984. 

On a regional basis, department store 
sales during the month were as follows I with 
the percentage change from December 1984 
in parentheses): 

• Atlantic provinces, $139.6 million 
(+2.7%); 

• Quebec,$331.0 million) +6.2%); 
• Ontario, $713.1 million) +9.3%); 
• Manitoba,$89.4 million(+4.1%); 
• Saskatchewan,$56.4million)+5.4%); 
• A lberta, $234.2 milhon( +7.4%); 
• ltr tish 	Columbia, 	$271.7 	million OD  7.2%). 

i)rler the December 1985 tssue of 
epartment Store Sales by Regions 

63-004, $21$20), or coraact Lina Di Piétro 
613 991-3551),lnduatryDiutsion. 

Industry Selling Price Index 
Preliminary estimates show that the In. 
dustry Selling Price Index (ISP!) for manu-
facturing 11971 =100) stood at 323.1 in 
December 1985. up 0.4% from the revised 
level of 321.8 for November. With this in-
crease, the year over.year advance, calcu-
lated by comparing the level for December 
1985 with the level for December 1984, was 
2.8%, a rate comparable with those recorded 
since October 1985. The 0.4% change for the 
month was primarily due to increases in the 
wood industry (2.0%), the petroleum and 
coal products industry (1.0%), the food and 
beverage industry (0.6%). paper and allied 
industries (0.4%) and the primary metals 
industry (0.4%). 

The wood industry component index 
jumped 2.0% in December, up 6.8% from 
December 1984. The main stimulus for the 
monthly increase was a 3.5% upswing in the 
sawmills and planing mills index. Most of 
this rise was attributable to price increases 
of 5.5% for Douglas fir, 5.7% for cedar and 
2.5% for hemlock. 

According to preliminary estimates, the 
'urn and coal products index gained 

0 1) -   in December, primarily as a result of 
in increase in gasoline prices. The year-
'ver-year advance was estimated at 2.9%. 

The food and beverage industry index 
limbed 0.6% in December, up 2.9% from a 

year earlier. The monthly rise stemmed 
(continued on page 2, ciii. 1) 

LATEST MONTHLY STATISTICS %Change 
Previous 	From Year 

EMPLOYMENT, INCOME Month Ago 
Average Weekly Earningsl$) 	.... 	..................... Nov. 425 15 425.04 3.5 
Labour Income 	S million) 	.............................. Oct. 21,385.2 21,401.5 7.4 
PersonswithJobsmilliont 	............................ Dec. 11 34 11.43 3.4 
t..nemployed ............................................... Dec. 1,238,000 1,246.000 -5.9 
INVENTORIES 
Dep:irtment Store ($ million) 	.......................... Nov. 4,332.8 4.288.7 9.8 
\Ianufacturers'Owned$million. 	.................. Nov. 34,066.5 34,067.6 3.1 
OR I) E KS 
Manufacturers' New Orders ($ million) 	............. Nov. 21,334.2 21,794.4 7.7 
Manufacturers' Unfilled Orders $ million) 	........ Nov. 22,374.5 22,390.1 1.7 
PRICES 
Consumer Price Index) 1981 = 100) ... 	 ............ .... Dec. 129,5 128.9 4.4 
New House Price Index(1981= 100) ................. Nov. 97.8 97.3 3.5 
Raw Materials Price Index (1977=100) .............. Dec. 219.3 218.3 -1.1 
Excl.coal,crudeoil,naLgas 	......... ....  ............. Dec. 158.2 156.6 1.3 

Industry Selling Price Index(1971 =100) ............ Dec. 323,1 321.8 2.8 
CONSTRUCTION Year.to-date 
Building Permits 1$ million) 	........................... Nov. 1,466.6 18,022.8 26.2 
Housing Starts - Urban Centresunits( 	... ........ Dec. 12,342 139,408 25.7 
ENERGY 
Coal Production (thousand tonnes) 	.................. ov. 5 123 55 871 6.6 
Electricity Generationgigawatt hours) ......... .... Nov. 40013 401 899 4.7 
Natural Gas Production (million cubic metres) -. Sept. 6 86 69084 8.3 
Petroleum Refining (thousand cubic metres) .... ..... Nov. 7246 78416 .2.0 
FOREIGN TRADE 
Exports - Balance of Payments Basis (S million) Nov. 10,367 110,160 6.8 
Imports - Balance of Payments Basis)$ million) . Nov. 9,255 95,089 12.5 
PRODUCTION 
Railway Carhoadingsmillion tonnes) 	.............. Nov. 20.1 219.5 -1.5 

I 	Steel I ingots - thousand thnnes. 	..................... .'ov. 1 2!8 13353 -0.8 
SALES 
Department Store Sales )$ million) 	................. Nov. 1,3602 10.221.3 3.7 
ManufaCturers' Shipments)$ million) 	............... ov. 21.3499 223,182.1 7.2 
New Motor Vehicle Sales$ million) 	............... Nov. 1,6964 18.436.8 26.2 
Retail Sales 	$ million) 	........ .......... ............... Nov. 11,881 9 115,226.2 10.6 
Statistics are in current dollars and are not seasonally adjusted. 

- newthis week. 

Industry Selling Price Index: Manufacturing (1971=100) 

Source Statistics Canada, )ndustry Price IndexeS (62-011) 
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Industry SelLing Price Index 
chiefly from increases of 1.9% in the 
slaughtering and meat processors index, 
2.0% in the feed industry index and 0.8% in 
the bakeries index. Price increases of 2.3% 
for fresh or frozen beef, 3.4% for fresh or 
frozen pork and 10.6% for cattle hides were 
major factors in the advance of the slaugh-
tering and meat processors index for the 
month. Most of the monthly increase in the 
bakeries index was attributable to price 
rises of 1.1% for bread and 1.7% for plain 
rolls and buns. 

The paper and allied industries index 
rose 0.4% in December, but remained 0.3% 
below its December 1984 level. A 0.5% in. 
crease in the pulp and paper mills index, due 
in part to a 1.2% appreciation of the U.S. 
dollar against its Canadian counterpart, 
was largely responsible for the monthly rise 
in the group index. 

The primary metals index was up 0.4% in 
December, but remained 0.4% lower than a 
year earlier. The monthly advance was 
mainly due to a 2.0% increase in the smelt. 
ing and refining index, partly offset by a 
0.4% decline in the iron and steel mills 
index. Higher prices for copper (4.2%) and 
zinc (1.1%) were the major factors in the 
smelting and refining index's increase for 
the month. 

Order the December 1985 issue of Indus-
try Price Indexes (62-011, $151$150), or 
contact the Informatton and Current 
Analysis Unit(613-990-9606/7), Prices Divi-
sian. 

Railway Carloadings 
Revenue freight loaded by railways in 
Canada totalled 18.7 million tonnes in 
December 1985, an increase of 10.3% from 
the previous year. In addition, the carriers 
received 1.0 million tonnes from the United 
States, a decrease of 6.4% from December 
1984. 

Commodities 	registering 	notable 
changes in volumes loaded for the latest 
month were: wheat (+58.9%); coal 
+ 18.0%); iron ore and concentrates 

(+4.6%)and lumber(+45.1%). 
The total loadings in Canada for the year 

1985 showed a decrease of 0.7% from 1984, 
while receipts from United States connec-
tions decreased by 5.2%. 

Order the December 1985 issue of Rail. 
way Carloadings (52-001, $7.501$75). or 
contact the Rail Unit (613-990-8700), Tran-
sportat ion Division. 

Major Appliances 
Canadian major appliance firms produced 
176,821 units in December 1985, a decrease 
of 6.5% from the 189,182 units produced in 
the previous month. 

Domestic sales of major appliances by 
these firms decreased to 168,279 units in 
December 1985, down 1.5% from November 
1985, 

Order the December 1985 issue of Pro- 
duction, Sales and Stocks of Major 
Appliances (43-010, $4i$40), or contact 
Roger Laplante (613-990-9837), Industry 
Diuis ion. 
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Machinery and Equipment 
Price Index 
The Machinery and Equipment Price Index 
(MEPE, 1971 = 100) by industry of purchase 
stood at a preliminary level of 301.8 in the 
fourth quarter of 1985, up 1.7% from its 
revised level of 296.8 for the preceding 
quarter. The domestic prices component 
rose 1.1% in the latest quarter while the 
more heavily weighted imported goods com-
ponent of the total index jumped 2.2%, par-
tially reflecting a weakening of the Cana-
dian dollar against the U.S. dollar during 
the period. 

From the fourth quarter of 1984 to the 
fourth quarter of 1985, the total index rose 
4.6%, up slightly from the 4.0% change 
registered in the third quarter of 1985. 
Prices for domestically produced machinery 
and equipment increased 4.0% while im-
ported goods prices rose 5.2%, largely due to 
the Canadian dollar, which was weaker 
against its U.S. counterpart. 

By industry division, price movements in 
the latest quarter ranged from a 0.6% rise 
for machinery and equipment purchased by 
the fishing industry to a jump of 2.4% for 
purchases by the trade industry. On a year-
over-year basis, price movements varied 
from an increase of 1.8% for both the 
agriculture and fishing industries to hikes of 
5.7% registered by the trade industry and 
public administration. 

Order the fourth quarter issue of Con-
struction Price Statistics (62-007, $151 
$60), or contact L. Graham (613-990-9601), 
Prices Division. 

Coal Statistics 
Canadian production of coal totalled 5 123 
kilotonnes in November 1985, down 1.9% 
from the 5221 kilotonnes produced a year 
earlier. Exports of coal decreased 5.7% to 
1 702 kilotonnes from 1 804 kilotonnes while 
imports of 1 406 kilot.onnes were reported. 

Order the November 1985 issue of Coal 
and Coke Statistics (45-002, $8/$80). 

Raw Materials Price Index 
The Raw Materials Price Index (RMPI. 
1977= 100) stood at a preliminary level iii 
219.3 in December 1985, up 0.5% from the 
revised November level of218.3. Compared 
to December 1984 the RMPI decreased I 
The Raw Materials Price Index exc)ij 
coal, crude oil and natural gas incr,  
1.0% over the month to stand at a level 1 3% 
higher than a year ago. Of the eight com-
ponents making up the Raw Materials Price 
Index, six increased between November and 
December, one registered a decrease and one 
remained unchanged. The decrease was reg-
istered by the wood component index, down 
1.2% in December, while the most signi-
ficant increases were posted by the vege-
table products component (4.8%) and the 
animal and animal products component 
(0.9%). 

The wood component was down 1.2% in 
December but was still at a level 6.1% 
higher than December 1984. A 4.3% de-
crease in pulpwood prices was the cause of 
the monthly drop. 

The vegetable products component in-
creased 4.8% in December, but remained 
3.7% lower than its year-earlier level. Half 
of the monthly increase was attributable to a 
24% increase in green coffee prices in 
December, reflecting reports of a Brazilian 
drought. Higher prices for apples, oranges 
and pears resulted in a 7.9% increase in the 
fresh fruit index. The fresh vegetable index 
was up 5.3%, mainly because of higher 
prices for carrots, cabbages and tomatoes. 
The index for wheat and other grtIns 
increased 1.5% in December but was 
14.9% lower than its year-ago level. 

The animal and animal products 
ponent index rose 0.9% in the month i 
level 1.3% higher than December I4 
Even though hog prices rose 3.7 ii 
December, the index for hogs remained 1.3% 
lower than a year ago. The index for hides 
and skins was up 8.7% in December to stand 
40.3% higher than its year-earlier level. An 
increase in the price of milk for fluid use in 
Saskatchewan resulted in a rise of 0.4% in 
the December index and a 3.9% increase 
over 12 months. The index for eggs however, 
dropped 1.2% in response to lower feed costs. 
it is 4.2% lower than one year ago. 

Order the December 1985 issue of In-
dustry Price Indexes (62-011, $154150). 
or contact the Information and Current 
Analysis Unit (613-990-960617), Prices Divi-
sion, 

The Dairy Review 
Creamery butter production in Canada 
totalled 7 138 tonnes in December 1985, a 
decrease of 10.3% from a year earlier. 

The December 1985 production of ched. 
dar cheese in Canada amounted to 8697 
tonnes, an increase of 14.9% compared to 
December1984. 

An estimated 589 826 kilolitres of milk 
were sold off Canadian farms for all 
poses in November 1985, an incre 
approximately 7.5% over November1954 

Order the December 1985 issue 	Fhe 
Dairy Review (23-001. $104100). c 
tact Dave Burroughs (613-991-2550). .gri 
culture and Natural Resources Division. 



Construction Building Material 
l'rice Indexes 
I(,''.idential 
ii. price index for residential construction 

.

L 11 ltlingmaterials(1981 = 100)roseto 122.5 
ri l)ecember, up 0.2% from its revised 
\ vimber level of 122.3. This index now 

.inds 5.8% higher than its year-ago level of 
115.8. 

Between November and December 1985, 
an increase was noted in only one of the four 
component indexes - structural materials 
increased 1.8%. The other three components 
showed decreases: electrical materials 
(0.3%), followed by architectural materials 

0.2%) and mechanical materials ( -0.1%). 
The change in the total index was mainly 
attributable to a price increase for lumber 
which more than offset price decreases, 
principally for gypsum wallboard, wooden 
doors and coated building paper. 

Between December 1984 and December 
1985, the largest year-over-year price in. 
crease was recorded for architectural 
materials (6.8%), followed by structural 
materials (4.9%), mechanical materials 
4.3%) and electrical materials(0.6% ). 

Non-residential 
The non-residential construction building 
material price index (1981 = 100) remained 
unchanged in December from its revised 
November level of 121.8. This index of non. 
residential building material prices now 
stands 4.7% higher than its year-ago level of 
116.3. 

Between November and December 1985, 
iii increase (0.4%) was reported for struc-
1,11al materials while the other three corn- 

ounts decreased: electrical materials by 
lZ, architectural materials by 0.2% and 

r.r:hanical materials by 0.1%. A sharp 
we increase was recorded for lumber, but 

this and other increases were offset by price 
decreases, principally for wooden doors, 
building wires and cables and gypsum 
wallboard. 

Between December 1984 and December 
1985, architectural materials increased 
5.9%, followed by mechanical materials 
i5.2%), structural materials (4.0%) and 
electrical materials) 1.5%). 

Order the fourth quarter 1985 issue of 
Construction Price Statistics (62-007, 
$15460), or contact the information Service 
(613-990-960617), Prices Diets ion. 

Railway Financial and 
Operating Statistics 
The seven major railways reported a com-
bined net income from operations of $49.4 
million in November 1985. Operating re-
venues of $631.9 million were up 0.6% from 
the 1984 figure. 

Revenue freight tonne-kilometres were 
down by 9.4% for November 1985. Freight 
train.kilometres showed a decrease of 4.0%, 
while freight car- kilometres decreased 5.8%. 

I average revenue per tonne-kilometre of 
ight was 2.656 cents for November 1985, 
enue passe nger- kilometres increasid 

it to 144.5 million. 

Order the November 1985 issue of Rail- 
.iy Financial and Operating Statistics 

i 2 003. $9.50 1$95), or contact the Rail Unit 
(613-990-8700), Transportation Division, 

Housing Starts in Canada 
Seasonally Adjusted at Annual Rates 
Thousands 
300. 

250 

1980 	1  liSt 	1982 	1983 	1984 	1985 

Source: Statistic. Canada, Housing Starts 
and Completions 

Building Permits 
The seasonally adjusted value of building 
permits issued by Canadian municipalities 
declined in November 1985 for the third 
consecutive month, down 10.5% to $1,610.2 
million from $1,798.7 million in October. 
Substantial drops were recorded in both the 
residential and the non-residential sectors. 

However, in spite of this decline, 1985 
will mark (in constant terms) the best 
performance since 1981 for both the 
residential and the non-residential sectors. 

The seasonally adjusted value of 
November residential building permits de-
creased 11.7% from the previous month to 
$896.2 million. A sharp drop recorded in the 
single-family dwelling sector was mainly 
responsible for this fall. On a seasonally 
adjusted basis, 14,349 units were approved 
in November (8,079 single detached and 
6,270 multiple dwellings), down 12.1% from 
the 16,316 units authorized in October 
(9,691 single detached and 6,625 multiple 
dwellings). In annual terms, these approv-
als represent 172.200 units in November 
compared to 195,800 units in October. Resi-
dential building permits decreased in all 
regions in November. 

The seasonally adjusted value of non-
residential projects in November decreased 
8.9% to $714.0 million from $783.8 million 
in October. Permits fell 29.9% in the 
industrial sector and decreased 3.6% in the 
commercial sector while a 1.8% increase was 
recorded in the public sector. Decreases 
were registered in November for all regions 
except Ontario where the total registered 
little change. 

Order the November 1985 issue of 
Building Permits (64-001, $201$200), or 
contact C. Lemay (6)3 990 -9689), Science, 
Technology and Capital Stock Division. 

june13i 
LU census day  

Housing Starts 
housing start-i in December were at a sea-
sonally adjusted rate of 172,000 units, down 
from the revised level of 204,000 in 
November. Both single and multiple dwell. 
ing starts declined. 

Housing starts reached a total of 165,826 
for 1985, up 229% from 1984. 

Order the December 1985 issue of 
Housing Starts and Completions (64-002 
15$150), Jr contact P. Pichet(e 

• i/f .3-990-9689), Science, Technology and 
1 ipital Stock l)ivision. 

Business Conditions Survey 
Canadian manufacturers reporting to the 
.January 1986 Business Conditions Survey 
forecast lower production levels for the first 
quarter of 1986 compared to the last quarter 
of 1985. Lower production is expected by 
manufacturers representing 32% of total 
respondents' shipments whereas only 21% 
anticipate higher production levels. 

Little change was reported by manufac. 
turers in the reeipt of new orders with 65% 
indicating that new orders remained at 
approximately the same level as in the 
preceding quarter. 

The backlog of unfilled orders was 
reported as normal by manufacturers repre-
senting67% of total respondents' output. 

Canadian manufacturers remain cau-
tious about inventory build-up though, with 
only 4% indicating that their finished 
product inventory is too low. 

Contact T. Newton (613-991-3554). 
industry Division. 

Electric Power Statistics 
Net generation of electricity in Canada in 
November 1985 increased by 6.1% to 40013 
gigawatt hours from 37 729 gigawatt hours 
a year earlier. Fxports of electric power in-
creased 2.1% to 3345 gigawatt hours from 
3 276 gigawatt hours and imports increased 
by 5.0% to 202 gigawatt hours from the 
November 1984 level of 192 gigawatt hours. 

During the first 11 months of 1985, net 
generation of electricity totalled 401 899 
gigawatt hours, lip 4.7% from the January-
November 1984 level of 383 985 gigawatt 
hours. Exports of electricity rose 3.9% to 
39676 gigawatt hours from 38 197 gigawatt 
hours and imports rose 15.3% to 2 536 
gigawatt hours from 2 199 gigawatt hours. 

Order the November 1985 issue of 
Electric Power Statistics (57-001, 
$8480), or contact Dave Madsen 
(613-991-3565), Energy Section, industry 
Div ision. 

Gas Utilities 
Sales of natural gas in Canada amounted to 
3 736 million cubic metres in October 1985, 
an increase of 7.0 1116 from 3490 million cubic 
metres a year earlier. 

Reported exports to the United States 
reached 2079 million cubic metres during 
October 1985, an increase of 27.5% from 
1 630 million cubic metres in October 1984. 

Order the October 1985 issue of Gas 
Utilities (55-002, $10'$IOO), or co rmtact Gary 
Smaildridge (613-991-3567), Energy 
Section, industry Division. 
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AGRICULTURE/NATURAL RESOURCES 
Apparent Per Capita Food Consumption in Canada - Part II, 1984 32-230 $25 $26 
Cereals and Oilseeds Review, November 1985 22-007 $ 10/$ 100 $1 1/$i 10 
Production and Stocks of Eggs and Poultry, November 1985 23-003 $10/$100 $1 11$ 110 

CANSIM 
('anadian Statistical Review,January 1986 1 1-003E $20/$200 $21.501$215 

iii: ALTH 
list of Canadian Hospitals and Special Care Facilities, 1985 83-201 $35 $36.50 

HOUSEHOLD SURVEYS 
(-(istorical Labour Force Statistics—Actual Data, Seasonal Factors, Seasonally 
Adjusted Data, 1985 71-201 $50 $60 

EN DUSTRY 
Construction Type Plywood, November 1985 35-001 $41$40 85/850 
DirectSelling in Canada, 1984 63-218 $15 $16 

lictric Power Statistics, October 1985 57-00 1 $8/$80 89/590 
itwear Statistics, November 1985 33-002 $41540 $51550 

Lis Utilities,September 1985 55-002 $101100 $11/s110 
I ;•-i Rev jew of the Mineral Industries, 1983 26-201 $20 S21 
1 rehandising Inventories, October 1985 63-014 $1215120 $13/$130 

'Its! Mines, 1983 26-223 $20 $21 
'1 tieral Wool Including Fibrous Glass Insulation, December 1985 44-004 541840 $51850 
I) Ii, and Fats, November 1985 32-006 $41$40 $545() 

irtjcleboard, Waferboard and Hardboard, November 1985 36-003 $4/$40 55150 
P 	duction and Inventories of Process Cheese and Instant Skim Milk 
i'wder, December 1985 32-024 $41540 $51850 

P 	duction and Shipments of Steel Pipe, Tubing and Fittings, November 1985 41-011 $41540 85/850 
l'iuduction, Shipments and Stocks on Hand of Sawmills in British Columbia, 
\'iivember 1985 35-003 361560 57170 

Pulpwood and Wood Residue Statistics, November 1985 25-00 1 $5/850 $6/560 
HOned Petroleum Products, October 1985 45-004 $15/5150 $1618160 
Retail Trade, November 1985 63-005 $14/3140 815/5150 
Si el Wire and Specified Wire Products, November 1985 4 1-006 84/840 $5/550 

he Sugar Situation, December 1985 32-013 84/840 $5$50 

INTERNATIONAL AND FINANCIAL ECONOMICS 
i-)((urity Transactions with Non-residents, November 1985 67-002 $1515150 51615160 

INTERNATIONAL TRADE 
Exports by Commodities, November 1985 65-004 55015500 $60/$600 

LABOUR 
Employment, Earnings and Hours, October 1985 72-002 835/8350 $36.50/5365 
Unemployment Insurance Statistics, November 1985 73-001 $12/$120 $13/$130 

PRICES 
Industry Price Indexes, November 1985 62-011 815/5150 $16/5160 

PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS 
Provincial and Territorial Government Employment, July-September 1985 72-007 $1 5/$60 $161$64 

1 RANSPORTATION 
Railway ('arloadings, 7dav Period Endingjanuary 14. i96 52-005 $75 $100 
Riilwav operating Stalistics. Septitnber 1985 52 (NH S9.50S95 . 	I II.5(ll 05 

These publications can be purchased by writing to Publication Sales and Services 613-993-7276), Room 1710, Main Building, Statisti 
('inada, Ottawa K LA 0T6. Please enclose cheque or money order payable to the Receiver General for Canada and provide full informatio I: Ii 
publications required (number, title, issue). 

Publications can also be ordered through Statistics Canada's offices in St. John's, Halifax, Montreal, Ottawa, Sturgeon Falls, Toronto, 
Winnipeg, Regina, Edmonton and Vancouver, or from bookstore agents or other booksellers. 	

] 

1400 503 


